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D E V E L O P M E N T  V I S I O N

It is an obvious fact that climate change is a problem that 
transcends borders. Türkiye views climate change not 
as an environmental issue but as a development and na-
tional security issue, which will have a profound impact 

on a wide variety of sectors. It is now a fact supported by sci-
entific data that the current state of our world is a result of the 
wild development model adopted by the developed countries, 
in which they grow without regard for air, water, or land and 
consume excessively. This model has brought about floods 
across Asia and Europe, drought across Africa, hurricanes 
and wildfires across the Far East and Americas. Wildfires 
have increased by 30% in the last century as a result of global 
warming. Worldwide, new high-temperature records are be-
ing set, with the number of days exceeding 50°C doubling in 
the last 40 years. Türkiye, located in the Mediterranean Ba-
sin, is also experiencing its share of large-scale disasters in-
duced by climate change. 	

In the process of adaptation to the Paris Agreement, Türki-
ye has declared that the year 2053 will mark the year when 
the country’s net emissions will be zero. To that end, signif-
icant steps will be taken to balance the harmful effects of 
greenhouse gases produced by fossil fuels with the beneficial 
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effects of healthy seas and green spaces. This balance will 
be achieved by protecting our seas and expanding forests 
and protected areas. The Net Zero Emissions target will be 
achieved profitably, thanks to new policies, technologies, and 
lifestyles in all areas shaping the Turkish economy, from en-
ergy production to agriculture, from transport to trade, and 
from industry to waste management. This way, the dual goals 
of increasing national income, and expanding exports, will 
be achieved along with Green Development Initiative.

Türkiye is aware of the fact that preservation of the environ-
ment and development are inextricably linked concepts. In-
tegration into the low-carbon economy is a red line for Tür-
kiye. Countries that disregard green development principles 
in pursuit of short-term gains will not only harm the world 
but also themselves. Climate change will not only result 
in significant economic losses in these countries due to ex-
treme weather events and disasters, but they will also suffer 
economically as a result of their inability to benefit from the 
new employment opportunities created by the locomotive ef-
fect of the Paris Agreement. Türkiye, which incorporated the 
concept of “green jobs” into its development strategy with the 
7th Five-Year Development Plan (1996-2000), officially rec-
ognised that environmentally friendly activities undertaken 
as part of labour force and industrial sector capacity develop-
ment had beneficial effects on employment and production. 

At this point, it is clear that the 11th Development Plan (2019-
2023) places a premium on transformation in economic and 
social structures. This plan emphasised nature protection 
and energy conservation, as well as sustainable development 
goals (SDGs). Some examples of these goals include the estab-
lishment of a National Green Building Certification System, 
the organisation of cities in line with the green city vision, 
and the establishment of a well-functioning and participa-
tory institutional coordination mechanism for tracking and 
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reviewing SDGs. When it comes to climate change and green 
economy efforts, Türkiye has been careful to adhere to and 
adopt international agreements and work toward them even 
if they are not yet signed. Türkiye is confident in its ability to 
achieve its Green Development goals, thanks to the roadmap 
established by framework plans such as the Paris Agreement, 
the Green Deal Action Plan, and the 2053 Vision. All work has 
been planned to keep up with this vision in both the public 
and private sectors.

In this context, Türkiye will organise a climate council meet-
ing in January 2022, and a long-term strategic action plan will 
be put forward, together with the private sector, non-govern-
mental organisations, universities, industrialists and inter-
national organisations. At this point, the preparations for the 
Climate Law and the initiatives for establishing the Emission 
Trading System are underway. Also, under the supervision 
of the Turkish Environment Agency, a mandatory deposit 
will be introduced in 2022. Green areas and forests, in oth-
er words, sink areas, will be expanded by creating 400 Peo-
ple’s Gardens and ecological corridors. In addition to these, 
the efforts to expand the natural protected areas and make 
the bicycle paths and green walking paths more widespread 
continue. By spreading smart city and zero waste practices all 
over Türkiye, energy-efficient and climate-sensitive residen-
tial areas are being established. While there are significant 
efforts on renewable energy, which is one of the most import-
ant pillars of the green economy, work is also underway to 
expand the country’s green energy capacity. In each of the 81 
cities of Türkiye, industrial estates are moved out of the city 
to create sustainable, climate-friendly campuses where-
by they will recycle their waste and provide benefits to 
air, water, employment and production. In order to foster 
awareness among young people, a Climate Ambassador will 
be chosen from each university, and the campuses of all 207 
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universities will be transformed into “Climate-Friendly Cam-
puses” with the contribution of young people. Each student 
will be a part of the green transformation, and goals will be set 
to achieve “Zero Waste Universities”. Environmentally friend-
ly technologies developed by academicians at universities will 
be supported, and these technologies will be used in all areas 
possible.  

In addition to its national transformation and in line with the 
principle of “International Cooperation for a More Liveable 
World”, Türkiye considers it a humanitarian duty and a debt to 
future generations to support the green transformation of the 
entire world in the fight against climate change. The achieve-
ment of the Net Zero Emissions target is not only essential for 
Türkiye but also for the whole world in order to make it more 
liveable. Therefore, raising awareness on the importance of 
combating climate change should be the most urgent and im-
portant item on the world’s agenda. At this point, Türkiye has 
the power, knowledge and experience to play an active role in 
international processes, in addition to fulfilling its duty. With 
this sense of responsibility, under the leadership of our Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Türkiye will use its strategic 
thinking and abilities in the environment and climate diplo-
macy, as well as all its consultation mechanisms, to provide 
its international support to achieve this goal. As stated by our 
Honourable President, Türkiye is the only country that has 
the power to be the protector of all disadvantaged countries, 
the oppressed and those suffering, especially the small island 
countries such as Madagascar, in the fight against climate 
change. Türkiye is willing to take its efforts to the next level 
with its entire means in line with the Green Development Ini-
tiative and the 2053 Net Zero Emissions target, and it has an 
important capacity in this respect. It is vital to start designing 
the future today. These issues are our shared responsibility so 
that we can provide more prosperous conditions for both cur-
rent and future generations.
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