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TAKDIM

likle birlikte bireylerin din ve inang hiirriyetlerini tam anlamiyla

yasayabilmeleriyle miimkiindiir. Bir cihan devleti olan Osmanli,
6 asir boyunca farkli inang, kiiltiir ve dile mensup tebaasini, baris ve hu-
zur icinde tutmayi iste boyle basarmistir. Ecdadimizdan tevariis eden
bu hasletimizi devam ettirmek, hem tarihimize hem de gelecek nesillere
kars1 gorevimizdir.

B ir lilkenin medeniyet seviyesi, ekonomik ve teknolojik gelismis-

Bu anlayisla son 21 yilda, iilkemizde yasayan tiim inan¢ gruplarinin
din ve vicdan 6zgiirliigiinii genisletme, talep ve ihtiyaglarini karsila-
ma yoniinde pek ¢ok adim attik. Inancindan, kimliginden, kiiltiiriin-
den 6tiirii hicbir vatandasimizin 6tekilestirilmesine, hor-hakir goriil-
mesine firsat vermedik. Bolgemizde son 150 yildir yasanan acilar, pek
cok sikintiya ve tahribata yol agmis olmasina ragmen, birlikte yasama
irademizde en kiiciik bir sarsilmaya miisaade etmedik.

Tahammiilsiizliiklerin arttig1, kiiltiirel irk¢iligin ve fanatizmin tiim
diinyada adeta veba gibi yayildig1 bir donemde, milletimizin farkli-
liklar1 zenginlik kabul eden bu kusatici anlayisinin, daha da 6nem
kazandigini goriiyoruz. “Insani yaratilmislarin en sereflisi” goren bir
medeniyetin mensuplari olarak bundan sonra da, hi¢bir ayrim yap-
madan, Tiirkiye'ye vatandaslik bagiyla bagli olan herkesi kucaklama-
ya devam edecegiz.
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fletisim Baskanligimiz tarafindan hazirlanan bu eser, iilkemizin hos-
gorii iklimini gosteren miistesna bir calismadir. Tiirkiye'nin beseri
ve kiiltiirel hazinesini daha yakindan tanimak isteyenler icin bir re-
ferans kaynagi olacagina inandigim eserin hayirli olmasini diliyor,
emegi gecenleri tebrik ediyorum.

TURKIYE CUMHURIYETI CUMHURBASKANI

RECEP TAYYIiP ERDOGAN
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ON SOZ

yisin1 benimsemis bir devlet gelenegine sahiptir. Ecdadimiz,

fethettikleri topraklarda yasayan insanlarin inanglarina saygi
duymus, onlarin dinlerini 6zgiirce yasamalarina izin vermis ve bunun
icin gerekli kosullar1 saglamistir. Dini 6zgiirliigii ve ibadethaneleri gii-
vence altina alma, kiiltiirel mirasimizin ve tarihsel kimligimizin vaz-
gecilmez bir parcasidir. Bu degerleri korumak, birbirimize saygi gos-
tererek birlikte yasama idealini siirdiirebilme noktasinda énemli bir
unsurdur.

Tiirkiye, farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarina saygi ve hosgorii anla-

Ozellikle son 21 yilda bu anlamda pek ¢ok énemli adim ve tarihsel re-
formlara imza atilmistir. Hukuki diizenlemelerin yani sira egitim, kiil-
tiir ve dini yasam alanlarinda faaliyetler yiiriitiilmiistiir. Farkli inanc-
lara sahip 6grenciler, egitim kurumlarinda kendi inanclarina uygun
bir sekilde egitim alabilme hakkina sahip olmus, farkl kiiltiirlerin ve
inanclarin bir arada yasamasini destekleyen bircok politika ve uygula-
ma hayata gecirilmis, farkli dil ve leh¢elerin kullanilmasinin 6nii acil-
mis, cemaat vakiflarinin miilk edinmeleri ve bunlar tizerinde tasarruf-
ta bulunmalar1 konusunda iyilestirmeler saglanmustir.
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fletisim Baskanlig1 da kuruldugu giinden bu yana iilkemizin bir zen-
ginligi olan farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarina yonelik iletisim kampanya-
lar1 ve kiiltiirel diplomasi faaliyetleri yiiriitmektedir. Bu calisma da iil-
kemizde gerceklesen bu olumlu gelismelerin, toplumsal hosgdriiniin
ve farkli inang ve Kiiltiirlerin bir arada baris icinde yasayabilmesini
onceleyen vizyonun bir yansimasidir. Eserin bugiine kadar yapilan
calismalar icin bir arsiv olusturmasini ve sonraki calismalara 1sik tut-
masini temenni ediyoruz.

TURKIYE CUMHURIYETI CUMHURBASKANLIGI ILETiSIM BASKANI

PROF. DR. FAHRETTIN ALTUN



Ayni1 Cografyada Baris icinde
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GIRIS

daslara yonelik pek cok reform gerceklestirilmistir. Cum-

hurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan liderliginde
her alanda atilan demokratik iyilesme adimlar dil, din, irk ayirt et-
meksizin toplumun biitiin kesimlerine ulasmustir. Farkli din, inang
ve kiiltiirel ¢esitlilikleri birer zenginlik olarak goren Tiirkiye, tarihin
biitiin donemlerinde bu farkli renkleri ayn1 desende bulusturmayi
basarmustir. Adeta birer toplumsal tabuya doniismiis problemler
ozellikle son yillarda, kanunlar, yonetmelikler ve uygulamalarla teminat
altina alinarak kalic1 bir ¢6ziime kavusturulmustur.

Tﬁrkiye’de son 21 yilda farkli din ve inang¢lara mensup vatan-

2000’li yillarda farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarina yonelik atilan adimlar-
dan ilki, farkli dil ve leh¢elerin kullanimina iliskin yasaklarin ortadan
kaldirilmasi olmustur. Tiirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi'ne iiyelik yolcugu
kapsaminda cikarilan Avrupa Birligi uyum paketleri, vatandaslarin
giindelik hayatlarinda kendi dillerini kullanabilmeleri, dil 6grenim
kurslar1 acabilmeleri, mahkeme siireclerinde ana dillerinde savunma
yapabilmeleri, tutukluluk halinde ana dillerinde goriisme yapabilme-
leri, farkl dil ve lehcelerde basin yayin faaliyeti gerceklestirebilme-
leri gibi bircok iyilestirmeyi beraberinde getirmistir. Bunlarin yani
sira, farkl dil ve lehcelerde yayinlari tesvik amaciyla azinliklara ait
gazetelerin resmi ilan alabilmeleri, kendi dillerinde reklam yayimla-
yabilmeleri miimkiin hale getirilmistir. Bu gelismeler, azinliklara ait
0zel televizyonlar, yayinevleri gibi basin yayin organlarinin sayisini
artirmistir. TRT (41 dil) ve Anadolu Ajansi (13 dil) gibi Tiirkiye’nin en
biiyiik medya kuruluslar1 da farkl dillerde yayin yapmaya baslamis-
tir.

Azinliklara ait cemaat vakiflarinin tasinmaz mal edinmeleri ve
bu mallar iizerinde tasarrufta bulunmalar1 kolaylastirilmistir. Bu
kapsamda yeni Vakiflar Kanunu cikarilarak cemaat vakiflarinin
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miilkiyet sorunlar1 giderilmis, tasinmaz mal tescil siireleri uzatilmis,
kapatilan vakiflarin yeniden ag¢ilmasi imkani getirilmistir. imar Ka-
nunu’'nda yapilan degisiklikle ibadet yerlerine iliskin ozgiirliikler ge-
nisletilmis, “Ibadet Yeri” kavrami kanuna eklenmis, farkli dinlere ait
yeni ibadet yerlerinin yapimi miilki idare amiri izni ve imar mevzua-
tina uygunluk sartlarina baglanmustir. Farkli din ve inang gruplarinin
ibadethanelerinin onarimi bedelsiz yapilarak ilgili vakfa iadesi ger-
ceklestirilmistir.

Universitelerimizde farkli dil ve lehgelerle ilgili akademik arastirma
yapilabilmesi, enstitii kurulmasi ve se¢cmeli ders konulabilmesi miim-
kiin hale getirilmistir. Bu baglamda Mardin Artuklu Universitesi Rek-
torliigiine bagl ‘Tiirkiye’de Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii’ kurulmustur.
Ozel 6gretim kurumlarinda yabanci uyruklu misafir 6grencilerin de
O0grenim gorebilmelerine imkan saglanmistir. Azinlik okullarina {ic-
retsiz ders ve kaynak kitab1 uygulamasi, “Yasayan Diller ve Lehceler”
(YDL) ad1 altinda Milli Egitim Bakanligina (MEB) bagli ortaokullarda
(5, 6,7 ve 8. siniflarda) secmeli dil dersleri konulmasi, cemaat vakifla-
rinin vakfiyelerinde yer alan aile ve 6grencilere cesitli yardimlar, gay-
rimiislim okullarinda egitim goéren 6grencilere verilen egitim 6gretim
tesviki gibi adimlar, egitim alaninda farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarina
dogrudan katki saglayan gelismeler olmustur.

Gayrimiislim vatandaslarimizin kiiltiirel haklarinin genisletilmesi
amaciyla bircok diizenleme hayata gecirilmistir. Cocuklara yabanci
isim koymanin oniindeki yasal engeller kaldirilmistir. Farkl dillerde
yazili, gorsel ve isitsel yayinlarin yapilmasi kolaylastirilmistir. Farkli
dillerdeki kiiltiirel faaliyetler Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 basta olmak
tizere ilgili kurumlar tarafindan desteklenmistir. Cumhurbaskanlig
fletisim Baskanlig1 tarafindan 1100 yilik Akdamar Kilisesi’ne 6zel,
4 dilde kapsamli bilgi ve gorsel materyaller sunan bir web sitesi ha-
zirlanmus, Aya Irini Kilisesi’'nde “Akdamar Kutsal Hag Kilisesi Fotog-
raf Sergisi” ve St. Antuan Kilisesi'nde “Pandeminin Ardindan, Yeni
Umutlar i¢in El Ele” konseri diizenlenmistir. Cumhurbaskaninmiz Sa-
yin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, farkli dini inanc¢ sahibi vatandaslarimizin
dini bayramlar1 ve giinleri dolayisiyla tebrik mesajlar1 yayimlamus,
dini azinlik cemaatlerinin temsilcileriyle cesitli donemlerdeki iftar
programlarinda bir araya gelmistir.
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Farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarinin 6zgiirliik alanlarinin genisletilmesi-
ne yonelik adimlar bunlarla sinirli kalmamustir. Siyasi partiler huku-
kunda yapilan diizenlemeyle ana dilinde siyasi propaganda imkani
getirilmistir. Azinliklarin korunmasi, kendilerine saygi gosterilmesi,
kamu is ve islemlerinde 6ncelik gosterilmesi amaciyla bir Basbakan-
lik genelgesi ¢ikarilmistir. Gayrimiislim cemaat vakiflarinin liderleri
ve kanaat 6nderleri ile mutabik kalinan Cemaat Vakiflar1 Se¢im Y6-
netmeligi yiiriirliige girmistir.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan azinliklar konusu-
na ayri bir hassasiyet gostermektedir. Ulusal ve uluslararasi yogun
giindemin yamni sira farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarinin liderleri ve tem-
silcileriyle cesitli toplantilarda, ziyaretlerde ve kabullerde bir araya
gelmektedir. AK Parti Genel Baskanligi, Basbakanlik ve Cumhurbas-
kanlig1 gorevleriyle 100’e yakin goriismede bizzat bulunmustur.

Bu calismada, farkli din ve inang¢ gruplarina yonelik son 21 yilda ati-
lan demokratiklesme adimlarinin genel bir ¢cercevesi sunulmakta-
dir. Bu adimlar kapsaminda; farkli dil ve lehgelerin kullanilmasinin
oniindeki engeller kaldirilmis, cemaat vakiflarinin miilk edinmeleri
kolaylastirilmis, egitim sistemi daha demokratik ve cogulcu bir yapi-
ya kavusturulmus; kisacasi farkli din ve inan¢ gruplarinin 6zgiirliik
alanlarinin ve kiiltiirel haklarinin genisletilmesine yonelik kapsamli
calismalar gerceklestirilmistir. Biitiin bu gelismeler konunun paydas-
lariyla yapilan yogun toplanti ve goriisme trafiginin bir sonucudur.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan “Tiirkiye Yiizyil1”
vizyonuyla tiim sosyal kesimler icin hak temelli bir yaklasimin altini
cizmektedir: “Tiirkiye Yiizyili, haklinin yiizyilidir. Hayatimiz boyun-
ca giicliiniin degil haklinn iistiin oldugu bir siyasi ve sosyal diizenin
insast icin calistik, cabaladik. Temel ozgiirliiklerin eksiksiz kullanila-
bilmesini temin ederek haklinin giivencesi ve dogrunun tarafi olacak
bir demokrasi isleyisini saglamak istiyoruz. Bunun icin kéken ve inang
basta olmak iizere hicbir ayrim gézetmeksizin her bir bireyin hakkina,
hukukunu, gelecegini teminat altina alacak diizenlemeleri hep birlikte
daha da gelistirecegiz.”

Tiirkiye, diin oldugu gibi bugiin de farkli din ve inan¢ gruplariyla ayni
gok kubbe altinda huzur icinde yasama gayretine dair her alanda so-
mut ve kalici1 adimlar atmaya devam edecektir.
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Birinci Boliim
Farkli Dil ve Lehcelerin
Kullanilmasinin
Oniindeki Engellerin Kaldirilmasi

Demokratiklesme Faaliyetleri
Kapsaminda Farkli1 Dil ve Leh¢elerin
Ogrenilmesi ve Gelistirilmesi icin
Olanak Saglanmastir.

resmi dil Tiirk¢enin yani sira vatandaslarin giinliik hayatlarinda

kullandiklar1 geleneksel farkli dil ve leh¢elerde de yayin yapila-
bilmesi miimkiin hale getirilmistir. Ayn1 yil, farkl dil ve lehcelerin
ogrenilebilmesi icin 0zel kurslar acilmasina da imkan taninmustir.
Bununla ilgili altyap1 olusturularak 2003 yilinda kurslarin acilabil-
mesi saglanmustir.

o
Ilk olarak, 2002 yilinda ¢ikarilan Uciincii AB Uyum Paketi’'nde,

Daha sonraki donemlerde dil konusunda siirdiiriilen bu acilim cerce-
vesinde, 2003 yilinda 6zel televizyonlarda ve TRT de Tiirkce disinda
dil ve leh¢elerde yayin yapilmasinin 6niindeki yasal engeller kaldiril-
mustir. Bu kapsamda hazirlanan yonetmelikle farkl dil ve lehgelerde
radyo ve televizyon yayini yapma imkani getirilmistir. 2023 yili itiba-
riyla TRT, 18 televizyon, 17 radyo kanali ve sayisal platformlari ile 41
dil ve lehcede yayin yapmaktadir.



22 | AYNI COGRAFYADA BARIS iCINDE FARKLI INANIS ORTAK ANLAYIS

2008 yilinda konu yasal giivenceye baglanmis ve 6zel radyo ve tele-
vizyonlar ile TRT’de bu alana iliskin tiim engeller kaldirilmustir. Ozel
radyo ve televizyonlarin da kesintisiz bicimde farkli dil ve leh¢elerde
yayin yapabilmesi miimkiin hale getirilmistir. Ayrica Tiirkiye Rad-
yo Televizyon Kurumu Reklam Yonetmeligi'nde yapilan degisiklikle,
farkli dil ve lehcelerde yayin yapan kanallarda, yayin yapilan dil ve
leh¢ede reklam yapilabilmesi miimkiin hale getirilmistir.

Bu degisikliklerle farkl dil ve lehcelerde yayin yapilmasi yasal gii-
venceye kavusturulmustur. Tiirkiye'nin en biiyiik haber ajansi olan
Anadolu Ajansi (AA) da Tiirk¢enin yani sira Ingilizce, Arapca, Bos-
nakca, Rusca, Fransizca, Kiirtce/Sorani, Kiirt¢e/Kurmanci, Farsca,
Arnavutc¢a, Makedonca, Endonezce ve ispanyolca olmak iizere 13 dil-
de yayin yapmaktadir.

Bu diizenlemelerin sonucu olarak ayrica 2019 yilinda Tiirkiye'nin ilk
Ermenice-Tiirkge televizyon kanali da yayin hayatina baslamistir.

2009 yilinda cezaevlerinde tutuklu ve hiikiimliilerin yakinlariyla ana
dillerinde goriismesine imkan saglayan yonetmelik yiiriirliige girmis-
tir. Tiirk¢e bilmeyen ya da kendisini baska bir dilde daha iyi anlatabi-
lecek olan vatandaslarimiz acisindan magduriyetlere yol acan bu ya-
sak ortadan kaldirilarak iletisim hak ve ozgiirliikleri genisletilmistir.

2012 yilindan itibaren azinliklara ait gazetelerin resmi reklam yayim-
layabilmelerine imkan taninmustir. Basin ilan Kurumu Genel Kurulu
Karari ¢ercevesinde; Lozan Antlasmasi uyarinca belirlenen azinlikla-
ra ait gazetelerin, yazili basvurmalar1 halinde resmi reklam yayimla-
yabilmeleri miimkiin olmustur.

S6z konusu gelisme, azinlik gazetelerinin ekonomik durumunu giic-
lendirmeye yonelik onemli bir adim olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bu
karar cercevesinde yaklasik 50 yillik bir aradan sonra 4 Haziran 2012
tarihinde bir Rum yayinevi faaliyete baslamustir (17/2/2012 tarihli ve
195 sayili Genel Kurul Karari, Resmi Gazete: 28/2/2012, 28218).

2013 yilinda ¢ikarilan yasayla, mahkeme siireclerinde sanigin savun-
masini kendini daha iyi ifade edebilecegi bir dilde yapmasinin onii
acilmustir.
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ikinci Boliim
Cemaat Vakiflarinin Milk
Edinmelerinin Kolaylastirilmasi

Azinliklara Ait Cemaat Vakiflarinin
Tasinmaz Mal Edinmeleri ve Bunlar
Uzerinde Tasarrufta Bulunmalari
Konusunda Onemli iyilestirmeler ve
Kolayliklar Saglanmustir.

935 yilinda yiiriirliige giren Vakiflar Kanunu’'na istinaden 1936
1y111nda azinliklardan alti ay icerisinde beyanname vermeleri

istenmistir. Beyanname veren vakiflara ait tiizel kisilikler gii-
niimiiz hukukunda cemaat vakfi olarak tammmlanmaktadir. Ayrica
tapuda kayith miilk sahibinin kim olduguna bakilmaksizin beyanna-
melerinde beyan ettikleri tiim tasinmazlarin kendi adlarina tapuda
tescil edilmelerine imkan saglanmistir. Kisaca azinliklar, verdikleri
beyanname ile hem cemaat vakfi olarak adlandirilmis hem de sahip
olduklar1 tasinmazlari tapuya isleme imkanina kavusmuslardir.

Cemaat vakiflari, 1936 yilindan itibaren 1974 yilina kadar bags, vasi-
yet ve satin alma yoluyla tasinmaz mal edinebilmislerdir. 1974 tarihli
Yargitay karari sonrasi cemaat vakiflarinca 1936-1974 yillar1 arasi ba-
g1s, vasiyet ve satin alma yoluyla edinilen tasinmazlar tekrar eski ma-
liklerine iade edilmis; bu mallarin bir kism1 Hazine’ye, Vakiflar Genel
Miidiirliigii'ne veya ti¢iincii sahislara gecmistir.

Gerek 1936 beyannamelerinde beyan edilen tasinmazlarin tapuya
tescillerinde yasanan sorunlar, gerekse 1936’dan sonra edindikleri
tasinmazlarin eski maliklerine devredilmesi ve benzer problemleri
¢ozmek i¢cin ilk defa 2003 yilinda AB uyum yasalari ¢cercevesinde dii-
zenleme yapilmstir.
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2008 yilinda yiiriirliige giren 5737 sayil1 Vakiflar Kanunu ile;

- 1936 beyannamelerinde kayitli olup halen tasarruflarinda bulunan
nam-1 miistear veya nam-1 mevhumlar adina tapuda kayith olan
tasinmazlar ile mal edinememe gerekcesi ile Hazine ile Vakiflar
Genel Midiirliigiine gecen tasinmazlarin vakiflar1 adina iadesi
Ongoriilmiistiir. Bu diizenleme ile ¢ok sayida tasinmaz mal, vakif
adina tescil edilmistir.

- Tapuda isim tashihi yapilmak suretiyle miilkiyet sorunu ¢6ziim-
lenmistir. Boylece, s6z konusu kanunun 7. maddesi kapsaminda
bu nitelikteki tasinmazlarin cemaat vakiflar1 adina iadesine karar
verilmistir.

- Cemaat vakiflarinca ¢ok sayida tasinmaz mal edinilmistir.

Her iki diizenlemenin uygulamasi esnasinda goriilen eksikliklerden,
1936 beyannamesinde kayitli olup malik hanesi a¢ik olan tasinmaz-
lar, kamulastirma, satis ve trampan disindaki nedenlerle Hazine,
Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii, belediye ve il 6zel idaresi adina kayith
tasinmazlar, kamu kurumlari adina tescilli olan mezarliklarin ve ces-
melerin vakiflar1 adina tapuya tescilleri ile cemaat vakiflar1 tarafin-
dan satin alinmis veya cemaat vakiflarina vasiyet edildigi veya ba-
gislandig1 halde, mal edinememe gerekcesiyle Hazine veya Vakiflar
Genel Miidiirliigii adina tapuda kayit edilen tasinmazlardan tigtincii
sahislar adina kayith olan tasinmazlarin rayic bedelinin vakiflari adi-
na ddenmesi gibi sorunlarin ¢6ziimii icin 5737 sayili Vakiflar Kanu-
nu’'na 27.08.2011 tarihinde Gegici 11. Madde eklenmistir.

S6z konusu madde;
“Cemaat vakiflarinin;

a) 1936 Beyannamesinde kayith olup malik hanesi a¢gik olan tasin-
mazlari,

b) 1936 Beyannamesinde kayitli olup kamulastirma, satis ve trampa
disindaki nedenlerle Hazine, Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii, belediye
ve il 6zel idaresi adina kayith tasinmazlari,

c) 1936 Beyannamesi'nde kayitli olup kamu kurumlar1 adina tes-
cilli olan mezarliklar1 ve cesmeleri, tapu kayitlarindaki hak ve
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miikellefiyetleri ile birlikte bu maddenin yiiriirliige girdigi tarih-
ten itibaren on iki ay icinde miiracaat edilmesi halinde, Meclis’in
olumlu kararindan sonra, ilgili tapu sicil miidiirliiklerince cemaat
vakiflari1 adina tescil edilir.

Cemaat vakiflari tarafindan satin alinmis veya cemaat vakiflarina va-
siyet edildigi veya bagislandig1r halde, mal edinememe gerekgesiyle
Hazine veya Genel Miidiirliik adina tapuda kayit edilen tasinmazlar-
dan ticiincii sahislar adina kayith olanlarin Maliye Bakanliginca tes-
pit edilen rayi¢ degeri Hazine veya Genel Miidiirliik tarafindan 6de-
nir. Bu maddenin uygulanmasina iliskin usul ve esaslar yonetmelikle
diizenlenir.” hiikmiinii icermektedir.

5737 sayil1 Vakiflar Kanunu’nun Gegici 11. Maddesi’nin Uygulanmasi-
nailiskin Yonetmelik 01/10/2011 tarih ve 28071 say1l1 Resmi Gazete’de
yayimlanarak yiiriirliige girmis ve bu kapsamda yapilan basvurulara
iliskin degerlendirmeler 2014 sonu itibariyla sonuclandirilmistir.

5737 sayil1 Vakiflar Kanunu'nun Gegici 11. Maddesi ile yapilan diizen-
lemede;

- 333 adet tasinmaz malin vakfi adina tesciline,

- 21 adet tasinmaz icin bedel 6denmesine karar verilerek ¢6ziime
ulasilmistir.

Ayrica, bu kanuna 27.03.2018 tarihinde eklenen Gegici 13. Madde
kapsaminda kalan mezarlik ve ibadethane (kilise, manastir, vb.) va-
sifl1 55 tasinmazin miilkiyeti 4 Siiryani vakfina devredilmistir.

Belirtilen bu diizenlemeler ile 2003-2018 yillar1 arasinda
TOPLAM;
- 1084 taninmaz malin cemaat vakiflari adina tesciline,

- 21tasinmaz malin da cemaat vakiflarina bedelinin 6denmesine ka-
rar verilmistir.

Diger taraftan cemaat vakiflarinin talebi ile atil vaziyette kullanilma-
yan okul vasifli hayrat tasinmazlar, gelir getirici akara doniistiiriil-
mektedir.
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Uciincii AB Uyum Paketi Cercevesinde; Cemaat Vakiflarinin
Miilkiyet Sorunlarinin Giderilmesi

Vakiflar Kanunu'nun 1. maddesinde yapilan degisiklikle, cemaat va-
kiflarinin tasinmaz mal edinmeleri ve tasarrufta bulunmalar1 konu-
sunda iyilestirme saglanmistir (4771 sayili Kanun’un 4. maddesi).

Altinc1 AB Uyum Paketi Cercevesinde; Cemaat Vakiflarinin
Tasinmaz Mal Tescili icin Bagvuru Siiresinin Uzatilmasi

Vakiflar Kanunu'nda yapilan degisiklikle; cemaat vakiflarinin tasar-
rufu altinda oldugu belirlenen tasinmaz mallarin vakif adina tescili
icin yapilacak basvurular bakimindan 6ngoriilen 6 aylik siire 18 aya
cikarilmustir (4928 sayili Kanun’un 2. maddesiyle 2762 sayil1 Vakiflar
Kanunu’na eklenen gecici madde).

Yedinci AB Uyum Paketi Cercevesinde; Cemaat Vakiflarinin
Miilk Edinmesinin Kolaylastirilmasi

Yapilan yonetmelik degisikligi ile cemaat vakiflarinin tasinmaz mal
edinmeleri ve bunlar iizerinde tasarrufta bulunmalar1 kolaylastiril-
mis; tasinmaz mallarin vakif adina tescili icin Bakanlar Kurulundan
izin alinmasi sart1 kaldirilmis ve bu iznin Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii
tarafindan verilmesi saglanmistir (Cemaat Vakiflarinin Tasinmaz
Mal Edinmeleri Hakkinda Yonetmelik, Resmi Gazete: 24/1/2003,
25003).

Yeni Vakiflar Kanunu’nun Cikarilmasi

Sivil toplumun giiclendirilmesi yolunda 6nemli bir adim olarak yeni
bir “Vakiflar Kanunu” ¢ikarilmistir. Miilkiyet haklarina iliskin 6nemli
iyilestirmeler getiren Kanun’un Gegici 7. Maddesi uyarinca yiiz sek-
sen bir tasinmaz, basvurular {izerine cemaat vakiflar1 adina kay-
dedilmistir (20/2/2008 tarihli ve 5737 sayili Kanun, Resmi Gazete:
27/2/2008, 26800).
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Farkli inan¢ Gruplarina Mensup Vatandaslar Tarafindan
Kullanilan ibadethanelerin Onarimi ve Iadesi

ibadet ozgiirliigii kapsaminda, cemaat vakiflarina tasinmaz iadesi
yapilmasimin yam sira farkli inan¢ gruplarina mensup vatandaslar
tarafindan kullanilan ibadethanelerin onarimina da devam edilmis-
tir. Bu baglamda, Diyarbakir’da restorasyon calismalar1 tamamlanan
Surp Giragos Kilisesi, Ekim 2011°de ibadete acilmistir. Kumkapi1 Mer-
yem Ana Kilisesi ve Mektebi Vakfina ait olan Vortvoks Vorodman Ki-
lisesi de restorasyon calismalarinin ardindan Aralik 2011’de torenle
ibadete acilmistir.

Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigiine yapilan basvurularin degerlendirilmesi
neticesinde Vakiflar Meclisi tarafindan, izmir Musevi Cemaati, “Izmir
Musevi Cemaati Vakfi” adiyla, Surp Hag Tibrevan Lisesine “Surp Hag
Tibrevank Lisesi Vakf1” adiyla, Beyoglu Merkez Rum Kiz Mektebine
“Beyoglu Merkez Rum Kiz Mektebi Vakfi” adiyla, cemaat vakfi sta-
tiisiinde tiizel kisilik taninmistir. Ayrica Beyoglu'nda Sakizagaci Er-
meni Katolik Surp Astvazazin Kilisesinin Vakiflar Meclisince hiikmi
sahsiyetleri tespit edilerek vakif olarak kayitlar1 yapilmistir.

Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii biinyesindeki Vakiflar Meclisinin aldig1
kararla, Genel Miidiirliigiin idaresindeki Kkilise, sinagog gibi ibadet-
hanelerin azinlik vakiflarina bedelsiz tahsisinin onii acilmistir. Ka-
rar kapsaminda, ilk olarak istanbul Taksim’deki Sacre Coeur (Kutsal
Kalp) Kilisesi, Siiryani Katolik Kilisesi Vakfina 49 yilligina bedelsiz
tahsis edilmistir. Ayrica, benzer siirecte Hatay’daki Arsuz Rum Or-
todoks Kilisesi Vakfina da Mar Yuhanna Kilisesi'nin bedelsiz tahsisi
yapilmistir.

Bu kapsamda yapilan degisiklikle Vakiflar Yonetmeligi'ne, “Kamu
kurum ve kuruluslarina tahsis edilen ve vakfiyesinde yer alan amaca
uygun kullanilan hayrat tasinmazlar ile ibadethane olarak kullanilan
tasinmazlardan kullanim bedeli alinmayabilir.” ifadesi eklenmistir.

Boylece, bugiine kadar vakif camileri icin uygulanan bedelsiz tahsi-
sat, kilise ve sinagog gibi diger ibadethaneler i¢in de uygulanmaya
baslamustir.



32 | AYNI COGRAFYADA BARIS iGINDE FARKLI INANIS ORTAK ANLAYIS

Fener Rum Lisesi-Hali¢
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Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii tarafindan onarimi yapilan
tasinmazlar sunlardir:

Edirne Merkez Havra (Biiyiik Sinagog),
Canakkale Gokceada Aya Nikola Kilisesi,
Canakkale Gokceada Ayamarina Rum Ortodoks Kilisesi,

Hatay Iskenderun Siiryani Katolik Kilisesi (Vakiflar Meclisi karariyla
Istanbul Siiryani Katolik Vakfina tahsis edildi),

Hatay Iskenderun Rum Katolik Kilisesi (Vakiflar Meclisi karariyla
Antakya Rum Katolik Kilisesi Vakfina tahsis edildi),

Diyarbakir Sur Ermeni Protestan Kilisesi,
Diyarbakir Sur Ermeni Katolik Kilisesi,

Diyarbakir Surp Giragos Ermeni Kilisesi,
Gaziantep Nizip Fevkani Kilisesi,

Gaziantep Sahinbey Havrasi,

Balikesir Ayvalik Cunda Taksiyarhis (Ayanikola) Kilisesi,
Hatay Arsuz Mar Yuhanna Kilisesi,

Hatay Yayladagi Rum Ortodoks Kilisesi,

Antalya Alanya Hidirellez (Saint George) Kilisesi,
Canakkale Gokceada Kalekdy Manastiri,

Bursa Osmangazi Fransiz Kilisesi,

Edirne Merkez Italyan Kilisesi,

Istanbul Fatih Aya Yorgi (Rum Ortodoks) Kilisesi,
Adiyaman Merkez Mor Petrus- Mor Pavlus Kilisesi,
Kilis Merkez Havrasi,

Istanbul Fatih Kastoria Sinagogu,

[stanbul Sveti Stefan Kilisesi,



34 | AYNI COGRAFYADA BARIS iGINDE FARKLI INANIS ORTAK ANLAYIS

Onarimi/Restorasyonu Devam Eden Tasinmazlar
« Istanbul Fatih Turisina Manastir1 (ve Kiitiiphanesi),
« Istanbu Beyoglu Sina Baldukyasko (Terra Santa) Kilisesi,

« [Istanbul Besiktas Andonyan Manastiri

Projesi Hazirlanmakta Olan Tasinmazlar
« Hatay Samandag Yogunoluk K&yii Ermeni Kilisesi,
« [stanbul Turisina Manastiri,

« Kilis Merkez Havra,

« Gokceada Yildiz Koy Sapeli

Hatay Iskenderun Siiryani Katolik Kilisesi




CEMAAT VAKIFLARININ MULK EDINMELERININ KOLAYLASTIRILMASI | 35

Gaziantep Nizip Fevkani Kilisesi
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Ayvalik Cunda Taksiyarhis (Ayanikola) Kilisesi
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Mor Gabriel Manastir1 Arazisinin ilgili Vakfa Iadesi

Mardin ili Midyat ilgesindeki Mor Gabriel (Deyrulumur) Manastiri’'na
ait arazi, Hazine tarafindan acilan dava neticesinde Hazine’ye devre-
dilmisti. Ancak Deyrulumur Siiryani Manastir1 Vakfinin, 20/2/2008
tarihli ve 5737 sayil1 Vakiflar Kanunu'nun Gegici 11’'inci Maddesi’nde
yer alan kosullar1 tasidigr anlasildigindan, Bagsbakanlik Vakiflar Ge-
nel Miidiirligi Vakiflar Meclisi, s6z konusu 12 adet parselin anilan
vakfa iadesine oy birligiyle karar vermistir. Vatandaslarimizin miil-
kiyet haklarinin teminat altina alindigini gosteren bu diizenlemeyle,
Siiryani toplumunun magduriyeti giderilmistir (8/10/2013).

2018 yilinda yapilan yasal diizenlemeler neticesinde manastir, Kkili-
se ve Siiryani mezarhig1 vasfindaki yaklasik 55 tasinmazin tapulari
Midyat Siiryani Deyrulumur Mor Gabriel Manastir1 Vakfina devredil-
mistir. Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in onayiyla
hazirlanan diizenleme, Meclis’te kabul edildikten sonra 7103 sayili
“Vergi Kanunlari ile Bazi Kanun ve Kanun Hiikmiinde Kararnameler-
de Degisiklik Yapilmasi Hakkinda Kanun” kapsaminda 27 Mart 2018
tarihli Resmi Gazete’de yayimlanarak yiiriirliige girmistir.
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fade edilen arazi ve tasinmazlar arasinda Kuzguncuk Aya Pandelei-
mon Rum Ortodoks Kilisesi Vakfinin bir arsasi ve bir mezarlik, Kan-
dilli Metamorfosis Hazreti isa Rum Ortodoks Kilisesi Vakfinin bir
arazisi, Ayazma ile Kadikdy Surp Takavor Ermeni Kilisesi Aramyan
Umcuyan Mektebi ve Mezarligr Vakfinin talep ettigi bir mezarlik da
bulunmaktadir. Bulgaristan Ortodoks Eksarhligi Vakfi, Istanbul’'da 7
parca miilkii geri alma hakkini kazanmistir. Bu araziler icinde, iize-
rinde iki meslek lisesi ile bir yiiksekokulun da yer aldig: Sisli’deki 59
bin metrekarelik arazi de bulunmaktadir.

Avrupa’nin {iciincii en biiyiik sinagogu olan Edirne Biiyiik Sinago-
gu’'nda 2010 yilinda baslatilan restorasyon calismalari tamamlanmis
ve Sinagog, 26 Mart 2015’te tekrar ibadete acilmistir.



Biiyiik Edirne Sinagogu (Restorasyon Oncesi Hali)
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Biiyiik Edirne Sinagogu’nda 46 Yil Sonra ilk ibadet (26 Mart 2015)
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Kapatilan Vakiflarin Yeniden A¢ilmasina Imkan Saglanmasi

Gecmiste, tlilkemizin gecirdigi zorlu siireclerde demokrasi dis1 mii-
dahale donemlerine 6zgii bir sekilde pek cok vakif kapatilmis ve
bunlarin mal varliklarina el konulmustur. Uluslararasi standartlara
uygunlugu tartismali mahkeme kararlariyla kapatilmis bu vakiflarin
yeniden hayat bulmasini saglamak, yasanan magduriyetlerin gideril-
mesi ve adaletin tesisi adina 6nemli bir adimdir.

Bu hususta gerceklestirilen kanuni diizenleme ile 1990’dan itibaren
dagilmasina veya dagitilmasina karar verilmis tiim vakiflarin tekrar
acilmasina ve kanunlar cercevesinde faaliyette bulunmasina imkan
saglanmis, Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii idaresine birakilan gayrimen-
kullerin de iadesi yoluna gidilmistir (12/7/2013 tarihli ve 6495 sayili
Kanun, Resmi Gazete: 2/8/2013, 28726).

Surp Ha¢ Tibrevank Lisesi

Surp Hag Tibrevank Lisesine “Surp Hag Tibrevank Lisesi Vakfi” adiy-
la 2011 yilinda cemaat vakfi statiisiinde tiizel kisilik taninmustir.
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Galata Rum ilkokulu

Galata Rum ilkokulu Vakfina ait okul binas1 Vakiflar Genel Miidiirlii-
gii tarafindan Subat 2012 tarihinde iade edilmistir.

Beyoglu Merkez Rum Kiz Mektebi

Beyoglu Merkez Rum Kiz Mektebine “Beyoglu Merkez Rum Kiz Mek-
tebi Vakfi” adiyla cemaat vakfi statiisiinde tiizel kisilik taninmistir.
Vakif, Beyoglu Merkez Rum Kiz Mektebi Vakfi okul binasinda hiz-
mete girmesi planlanan bir yiiksekogrenim kurumu i¢in girisimlerde
bulunmustur.
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Altinci1 AB Uyum Paketi Cercevesinde; Farkli Din ve
inanclara Mensup Vatandaslarimizin ibadet Yerlerine iliskin
Ozgiirliiklerinin Genisletilmesi

Farkli din ve inan¢lara mensup vatandaslarimizin ibadet yerlerine
iliskin ozgiirliiklerinin genisletilmesi amaciyla imar Kanunu’nda de-
gisiklik yapilmustir. S6z konusu diizenleme ile imar Kanunu'nda yer
alan “cami” ifadesi, “ibadet yeri” olarak degistirilmistir. Boylelikle di-
ger ibadet yerleri de bu kanun kapsamina alinmustir.

Bu degisiklikle ayrica “imar planlarinin tanziminde, planlanan bel-
denin ve bolgenin sartlari ile olasi ihtiyaclar1 g6z oniinde tutularak

v 99

liizumlu ibadet yerlerinin ayrilacagl” dngoriilmiistiir.

Bu kapsamda “Il, ilge ve kasabalarda miilki idare amirinin izni alin-
mak ve imar mevzuatina uygun olmak sartiyla ibadethane yapila-
bilir” diizenlemesi getirilerek diger dinlere ait ibadethane insasina
iliskin sikayetlerin ortadan kaldirilmas1 amaglanmistir (4928 sayili
Kanun’un 9’uncu maddesiyle 3194 sayili imar Kanunu'nun EK 2.
maddesinde yapilan degisiklik).

Paskalya Bayrami Ayini (Hatay)
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Siiryani Kilisesi - Paskalya Bayrami Ayini (Mardin)
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Uciincii Boliim
Egitim Sisteminin
Daha Demokratik ve Cogulcu Bir
Yapiya Kavusturulmasi

Universitelerimizde Farkl Dil ve
Lehcelerle Ilgili Akademik Arastirma
Yapilabilmesi, Enstitii Kurulmasi ve
Secmeli Ders Konulabilmesi MiimKiin
Hale Getirilmistir.

akanlar Kurulunun 12/10/2009 tarihli, “Mardin Artuklu Uni-
B versitesi Rektorliigiine bagh ‘Tiirkiye'de Yasayan Diller Ens-
titlisi’ kurulmasina iliskin karar1” ¢ercevesinde; iiniversite
biinyesinde, ana bilim dallar1 arasinda “Siiryani Dili ve Kiiltiiri” de
yer alan “Tiirkiye'de Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii” kurulmustur. Ens-
titiide Siiryanice lisansiistii egitim verilmektedir (Resmi Gazete:

1/12/2009, 27419).

Halihazirda azinlik okullari; Rum (18 okul), Ermeni (34 okul) ve Mu-
sevi (5 okul) olmak iizere Ozel Ogretim Kurumlar1 Kanunu kapsa-
minda olan ve kendi azinligina mensup Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti uyruk-
lu 6grencilerin devam ettigi 6zel okullar olarak tanimlanmaktadir.
Bu okullar Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti devletinin Anayasasi ve kanunlar1
cercevesinde en genis anlamda temel hak ve ozgiirliiklerini kullan-
makta ve egitim faaliyetlerine devam etmektedir.
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Farkli inan¢ Gruplarinin Egitim Hakkinin Gelistirilmesi

Farkli inan¢ gruplarina mensup vatandaslarimizin egitim hakkinin
gelistirilmesi amaciyla Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 tarafindan Ermenice
ders kitaplar1 hazirlanarak, 2010-2011 6gretim yilindan itibaren Er-
meni okullarinda ticretsiz dagitilmaya baslanmustir. Ucretsiz ders ve
kaynak kitabr uygulamasi diger azinlik okullarini da kapsayacak se-
kilde genisletilerek devam ettirilmektedir.

Egitim ve Kiiltiir Alaninda Farkli inan¢ Gruplarina Yonelik
Olumlu Adimlara Devam Edilmesi

Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 Ozel Ogretim Kurumlar1 Yonetmeligi'nin 51/5
maddesi ile 6zel 6gretim kurumlarinda yabanci uyruklu misafir 6g-
rencilerin de 6grenim gorebilmelerine imkan saglanmistir (Resmi
Gazete: 20/3/2012, 28239).

Egitim alaninda yapilan 6nemli diizenlemelerden biri de “Yasayan
Diller ve Lehceler” (YDL) adi1 altinda Milli Egitim Bakanligina (MEB)
bagli ortaokullarda (5, 6, 7 ve 8. siniflarda) se¢meli dil dersleri (SDD)
verilmesidir. 2012’den giiniimiize Milli Egitim Bakanligina bagl
okullarda, Yasayan Diller ve Lehgeler ad1 altinda Abazaca, Adigece,
Arnavutca, Bosnakca, Giirciice, Kurmancca, Lazca, ve Zazaca se¢me-
li dersler okutulmaktadir.

Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigiince cemaat vakiflarinin vakfiyelerinde yer
alan ihtiyac sahibi aileler ve 68rencilere yardim yapilmaya baslan-
mustir. Bu kapsamda ilk kez Istanbul’da bulunan Gedikpasa Ermeni
Incil Kilisesi salonunda d6grenim goren 152 dgrencinin yemek masraf-
larinin tamami karsilanmustir. Ogrencilere yonelik yardimlar diizen-
li olarak devam etmektedir.

Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 tarafindan 6zel okullarda egitim goren 6gren-
cilere verilen egitim 6gretim tesviki, gayrimiislim okullar1 da kap-
sayacak sekilde genisletilmistir. 2014-2015 egitim 6gretim yilindan
itibaren 0zel Tiirk okullarina devam eden 6grenciler icin bu destek
kontenjana tabi olarak yapilmakta iken azinlik okullar1 i¢in pozitif
bir ayricalik uygulanarak tiim 6grencilere egitim ve 6gretim destegi
O0denmektedir.
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Azinlik okullarinda 6gretmen ihtiyacinin karsilanmasinda Milli Egi-
tim Bakanliginin i¢ mevzuatinda 2015 yilinda yapilan diizenleme ile
onemli kolayliklar getirilmistir. Azinlik okullarinda Tiirkge ve Tiirk-
ce Kkiiltiir derslerini okutmalar icin gorevlendirilen 6gretmenlerin
maaslari1 bakanlik biitcesinden 6denmektedir.

Temel Egitimden Orta Ogretime Gegis (TEOG) sinavinda 6grencilere
kendi dinlerine yonelik soru sorma imkani1 verilmistir. Bu uygulama
Liselere Gegis Sistemi (LGS) sinavlarinda da devam etmektedir.
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Dordiincii Boliim
Farkli Din ve
Inan¢ Gruplarinin
Kiiltiirel Haklarinin Genisletilmesi

Farkli1 Din ve Inan¢ Mensubu
insanlarin Bir Arada Yasadig:
Tiirkiye’de Gayrimiislim
Vatandaslarimizin Kiiltiirel
Miraslarinin Korunmasi Amaciyla
Bircok Diizenleme Hayata Gecirilmis
ve Buna Yonelik Calismalar
Gerceklestirilmistir.

Altinc1 AB Uyum Paketi Cercevesinde;

ti'nde Niifus Kanunu'nda yapilan degisikliklerle cocuklara isim

19 Temmuz 2003 tarihinde yiiriirliige giren Altinc1 Uyum Pake-
koyma yoniindeki yasaklayici cesitli ifadeler kaldirilmistir.

Sinema, video ve miizik eserlerine yonelik yasaklamanin kapsami
daraltilmis ve idari mercilerce verilen yasaklama kararlarinin 24 saat
icinde hakim onayina sunulmasi sarti getirilmistir. Sinema, Video ve
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Miizik Eserleri Denetleme Kurulundan MGK temsilcisi ¢ikarilmistir
(15 Temmuz 2003 tarihli 6. Uyum Paketi- 4928 Sayili1 Yasa).

Farkl1 Dillerdeki Kiiltiirel Faaliyetlerin Desteklenmesi

Farkl dillerdeki kiiltiirel faaliyetler Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig gibi
kurumlar tarafindan desteklenmistir. 2012 yilinda “Kilise Atalar1
Tarafindan ‘Kutsal Ruh’un Kavalr’ Olarak Adlandirilan Siiryani Mor
Efrem’in Siirleri” adli Siiryanice ve Tiirkce bir eser yayimlanmustir.

Resmi Reklam Yayimlayabilme

28 Subat 2012 tarihli Resmi Gazete’de yayimlanan Basin ilan Kurumu
Genel Kurulu Karari ¢ercevesinde, Lozan Barig Antlasmasi uyarinca
“azinlik” statiisiinde sayilan cemaat mensuplari tarafindan yayimla-
nan gazetelerin yazili talepte bulunmalar1 halinde resmi reklam ya-
yimlayabilmeleri miimkiin hale getirilmistir. Azinlik gazetelerinin
ekonomik durumunu giiclendirmeye yonelik en 6nemli adimlardan
biri olan uygulamanin ardindan yaklasik elli yillik bir aradan sonra
ilk kez bir Rum yayinevi faaliyete baslamistir.

Akdamar Kilisesi Web Sitesi

Cumhurbaskanlig1 iletisim Baskanliginca essiz Anadolu mirasini
zaman ve mekan kisitindan ¢ikararak tiim diinyaya tanitma girisi-
minin bir parc¢asi olarak 1100 yillik Akdamar Kilisesi’ne 6zel bir web
sitesi hazirlanmustir. Tiirkee, Ingilizce, Fransizca ve Almanca olmak
tizere 4 dilde kapsamli bilgi ve gorsel materyaller sunan web sitesi
www.akdamarkilisesi.gov.tr adresinde ziyaret¢ilerine acilmistir.

Gelismis goriintiileme teknolojileri kullanilarak hazirlanan VR videolar
ve 360 derecelik fotograflarin yer aldig1 web sitesinde Akdamar Ki-
lisesi’nin tarih¢esi, mimarisi, kilisenin boliimleri, simdiye kadar ya-
pilan restorasyon calismalari ile ilgili bilgilere de ulasilabilmektedir.
Kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasina yonelik hazirlanan web sitesinde 360
derece sanal tur ile dijital ortamda Akdamar Kilisesi gezilebilmekte-
dir.
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Akdamar Kutsal Hac Kilisesi Fotograf Sergisi

Cumhurbaskanlig: iletisim Baskanligi tarafindan Topkap: Sarayi
Miizesi'ndeki Aya Irini Kilisesi'nde “Akdamar Kutsal Hag Kilisesi Fo-
tograf Sergisi” diizenlenmistir. Kiliseyi anlatan “Anadolu’nun Sakli
Anitlar1 Giin Yiiziine Cikiyor: Akdamar” baslikli filmin izlenmesiyle
baslayan serginin ac¢ilisina Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip
Erdogan da mesaj gondermistir.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan: “Hristiyan dlemi-
nin, ozellikle Ermeni halklarinin é6nemli bir inan¢ merkezi olan Ak-
damar Kilisesi'ne tarih bilinci ve kiiltiirel mirast koruma ahlakiyla
sahip ciktik. Ortak kiiltiirel mirasimizt ayakta tutabilmek ve gelecek
kusaklara aktarabilmek icin 6zenle calistik. Anadolu’nun farkl inang
ve kiiltiirlerde sakli anitlarin bir bir giin yiiziine ¢ikardik. Bunu iilke-
mizin bir zenginligi olarak gordiik. Kiiltiirel miraslarimizin hak etti-
gi degere yeniden kavusmast icin incelikli calismalarimizi sizlerin de
destegiyle siirdiirmek en biiyiik dilegimizdir. Bu giizel aksamda iilke-
mizin kiiltiirel zenginliginin en giizel fotografini veren sizleri sevgi ve
saygt ile selamlyorum.”
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“Pandeminin Ardindan Yeni Umutlar i¢in El Ele” Konseri

Cumhurbaskanlig: iletisim Baskanlig1 destegiyle “Pandeminin At-
dindan Yeni Umutlar i¢cin El Ele” konseri diizenlenmistir. iletisim
Baskani Prof. Dr. Fahrettin Altun, konser icin “Ermeni, Rum, Siirya-
ni, Musevi ve Keldani cemaatlerimizin degerli temsilcilerinin Beyog-
lu St. Antuan Kilisesi’'nde bir araya gelmesini, bir arada yasama Kkiil-
tliriiniin en giizel 6rnegi olarak goriiyorum” mesajini iletmistir.

St. Antuan Kilisesi'nde gerceklesen konserde, solist, Dr. Karin Cu-
bukciyan Bozkurt’a, org sanatcist Anna Gevorgyan Ugurluyan eslik
etmistir. Konserde, Guiseppe Verdi, Marco Frisina, Franz Shubert,
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Alexandr Harutyunyan, Giulio Caccini,
Alessandro Stradella, Henry Purcell, William Gomez, Magar Yegma-
lian, Gomidas Vartabed’in eserlerinden olusan bir repertuvar icra
edilmistir.
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iftar Programlari

Ramazan ayinda toplumun farkli kesimleriyle bir araya gelen Cum-
hurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, dini azinlik cemaatle-
rinin temsilcileriyle de cesitli donemlerdeki iftar programlarinda bir
araya gelmistir.
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Tebrik Mesajlar1

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan farkliinanglara sa-
hip vatandaslarimizin dini bayramlar1 ve giinleri dolayisiyla mesaj
yayimlayarak tebrik etmektedir.

Paskalya Mesaji1

“Hristiyan vatandaslarimizin Paskalya Bayramini teb-
rik ediyorum.

Gecmisten bugiine farkl inang, kiiltiir ve geleneklerin
baris ve huzur icinde ozgiirce yasadigit Anadolu top-
raklarinda birlik, beraberlik ve kardeslik hasletlerimizi
canli tutmaya devam ediyoruz.

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti catist altinda her bir vatandasimi-
zt bu biiyiik milletin miistesna bir degeri olarak goriiyor;
hep birlikte daha giiclii ve miireffeh bir gelecege omuz
omuza yiriiyoruz.

Paskalya miinasebetiyle Hristiyan vatandaslarimiza ve
tiim Hristiyanlara esenlikler diliyorum.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskani
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Hamursuz Bayrami Mesaji

“Hamursuz Bayramu vesilesiyle, Musevi vatandaslarimi-
zt en kalbi duygularimla tebrik ediyorum.

Yiizylardir ayni topragi paylastigimiz, iilkemizin geli-
simine her alanda biiyiik katk: saglayan Musevi vatan-
daslarimizin baris, giiven ve huzur icinde yasamalari,
iilkemizin beraberliginin teminatidr.

6 Subat’ta meydana gelen deprem felaketi karsisinda
aziz milletimiz, omuz omuza vererek her zorlugun iiste-
sinden gelebilecegini bir kez daha gostermistir.

Depremin ilk anlarindan itibaren dayanisma ruhu ice-
risinde hareket eden Musevi vatandaslarimiz da takdire
sayan bir durus sergilemislerdir.

85 milyon olarak birlik ve beraberligimizi giiclendiren
bu hassasiyetlerinden dolayt tiim Musevi vatandaslari-
mu tebrik ediyorum.

Musevi vatandaslarimizin Hamursuz Bayrami sevincini
paylasiyor, kendilerine ve tiim Musevilere esenlikler dili-
yorum.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskani
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Hanuka Bayrami Mesaji

“Musevilik inancina mensup vatandaglarimizin Hanuka
Bayramuni en icten duygularimla tebrik ediyorum.

Giiclii birlik, beraberlik ve aidiyet duygulariyla bir ara-
da yasadigimiz Musevi vatandaslarimiz, gecmiste oldu-
Su gibi bugiin de toplumumuzun ayrilmaz bir parcasidur.

Giiniimiizde bircok iilkede antisemitizm, Islam diisman-
ligrve yabanci karsithigi toplumsal huzurun yani sira kii-
resel barisi da tehdit ederken, iilkemizde hicbir ayrim ol-
maksizin tiim vatandagslarimizin karsulikl saygi ve sevgi
anlayisiyla ortaya koydugu birlik ve beraberlik tiim diin-
yaya miistesna bir orneklik teskil etmektedir.

Bu duygularla, Hanuka Bayrami'nin basta Musevi va-
tandagslarimiz olmak iizere, tiim Museviler icin esenlik
getirmesini temenni ediyor, kendilerine en kalbi selam-
laruimu iletiyorum.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskani
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Noel Mesaji1

“Hristiyanlik inancina mensup vatandagslarimizin Noel
Yortularini en icten duygularimla tebrik ediyorum.

Mensup oldugumuz medeniyetin degerleri dogrultusun-
da, farkli dinlerin ve kiiltiirlerin mevcudiyetini bir zen-
ginlik olarak telakki ediyoruz. Milletimizin huzur ve gii-
venliginin, birlik ve beraberliginin temeli olan bu anlayzs,
bizlerin gelecekte de baris icinde bir arada yasamamizi
saglayacak en 6nemli giiciimiizdiir.

Hristiyan vatandaglarimizin, kendi inanclart dogrultu-
sunda kutladiklart Noel yortularimin, dayanisma iklimi-
nin gelismesine vesile olmasini diliyorum.

Bu duygu ve diisiincelerle, basta Hristiyan vatandaslari-
miz olmak iizere tiim Hristiyan dleminin Noel Yortusunu
bir kez daha tebrik ediyor, kendilerine esenlikler diliyo-

»

rum.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskani
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Ros Asana Bayrami Mesaji

“Musevi vatandaglarimizin Ros Asana Bayramini en
kalbi duygularimla tebrik ediyorum.

Farkl inanclara mensup vatandaslarimizin asirlardr
baris ve huzur icinde bir arada yasiyor olmast, iilkemizi
her daim giiclii kilan en 6nemli niteliklerden birini teskil
etmektedir.

Sahip oldugumuz bu zenginliklerin, iilkemizi her anlam-
da daha da ileriye tasiyacagina inancim tamdir.

Bu vesileyle, Ibrani takvimine gére yil basini simgeleyen
Ros Asana’min, basta Musevi vatandaslarimiz olmak
iizere tiim Musevilere saglik, huzur ve esenlikler getirme-
sini temenni ediyorum.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskani
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Besinci Boliim
Farkli Din ve
Inanc¢ Gruplarinin Ozgiirlik
Alanlarinin Genisletilmesi

Farkli Dil ve Lehcelerde Siyasi
Propaganda Yapilabilmesi
Saglanmistir

me 6zgiirliigiiniin bir geregi olan siyasi propaganda hakkinin

oniindeki yasal engeller kaldirilmistir. Bu sayede, siyasi parti-
lerin secim ¢alismalarinda vatandaslarimizin kullandiklar1 farkl dil
ve lehcelerde de halka seslenebilmesi saglanmistir (8/4/2010 tarihli
ve 5980 sayil1 Kanun, Resmi Gazete: 10/4/2010, 27548).

S iyasi partiler hukukunun alani genisletilerek ifade ve 6rgiitlen-

Cemaat vakiflarinin yonetim siireclerinin ve temsillerinin daha
demokratik yiiriitiilmesi amaciyla yeni bir Cemaat Vakiflar1 Se¢cim
Yonetmeligi yapilmasi yoniinde hem azinlik temsilcilerinin hem de
cemaat vakiflar1 temsilcilerinin talepleri dogrultusunda Cumhur-
baskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in talimatlar ile birlikte in-
san Haklar1 Eylem Plani 4.3. Din ve Vicdan Ozgiirliigiiniin En Genis
Anlamda Saglanmasi baslikli faaliyet 4.3.f.’de “Gayrimiislim cemaat
vakf1 yonetim kurullarinin olusturulmasi ve secimine iliskin Vakif-
lar Yonetmeliginde diizenleme yapilacaktir.” maddesi gecmistir.
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Eylem Plan1 maddeleri kapsaminda “Cemaat Vakiflar1 Se¢cim Yonet-
meligi” taslagi olusturulmustur. Gayrimiislim cemaat vakiflarinin
liderleri ve kanaat 6nderleri ile mutabik kalinan Yonetmelik, 18 Ha-
ziran 2022 tarihinde Resmi Gazete’de yayimlanarak yiiriirliige gir-
mistir.

Tiirkiye'de 77 Rum, 54 Ermeni, 19 Musevi, 10 Siiryani, 3 Keldani, 2
Bulgar, 1 Giircii ve 1 Maruni olmak iizere azinliklara ait 167 cemaat
vakf1 bulunmaktadir.

Farkli inan¢ Gruplarina Mensup Vatandaslarin Korunmasi

Farkliinan¢ gruplarina mensup vatandaslarin korunmasi ve kendile-
rine saygi1 gosterilmesinin tesvik edilmesi amaciyla bir Basbakanlik
genelgesi cikarilmistir. Genelge ile farkli inan¢ gruplarina mensup
vatandaslarin Tirkiye’nin ayrilmaz parcasi olduklar1 vurgulanarak
kanunlar geregi bu vatandaslarin kamu kurumlari 6niindeki is ve is-
lemlerinde kendilerine giicliik ¢cikarilmamasi ve haklarina halel geti-
rilmemesi gerektigi tiim devlet kurumlarina hatirlatilmistir (2010/13
say1l1 Genelge, Resmi Gazete: 13/5/ 2010, 27580).

ibadet Ozgiirliigiiniin Kullanilmasinin Kolaylastirilmasi

Farkli din ve inan¢ mensuplarinin bir arada yasadigi iilkemizde,
gayrimiislim vatandaslarin dini vecibelerini yerine getirebilmeleri,
kiiltiirel ve dini miraslarinin korunmasi amaciyla bir¢ok diizenleme
hayata gecirilmis ve buna yonelik calismalar gerceklestirilmistir. Bu
dogrultuda farkli din ve inanclara ait bir¢cok ibadethane restore edilip
yeniden kullanima acilmistir.

Akdamar Kilisesi

Akdamar Kilisesi'nde 2005 yilinda baslatilan restorasyon 2007 yilin-
da tamamlanmistir. Restorasyonun bitmesinin ardindan tarihi Kili-
se, 2007°de uluslararasi torenle anit miize olarak acilmistir. Kilisede
19 Eyliil 2010°'da Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrikligi Ruhani Meclisi Patrik
Genel Vekili Baspiskopos Aram Atesyan onciiliigiinde ayin diizen-
lenmistir. Bu ayin, 95 yil aradan sonra burada diizenlenen ilk ayin
olarak tarihe gecmistir.
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Edirne Biiyiik Sinagogu

Tiirkiye'nin en biiyiik, Avrupa’nin ise ti¢iincii biiyiik sinagogu olan
Edirne Biiyiik Sinagogu 2015 yilinda aslina uygun restore edilmis
ve 41 yil sonra ilk kez bir diigiin merasimine ev sahipligi yapmuistir.
Edirne Biiyiik Sinagogu, Musevi cemaati tarafindan 6zel giin ve bay-
ramlarda ibadet icin ziyaret edilirken kentteki kiiltiirel ve sanatsal
etkinliklere de ev sahipligi yapmaktadir.
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Aya Yorgi Patrikhane Kilisesi

istanbul Edirnekaprdaki Aya Yorgi Patrikhane Kilisesi veya Aziz
Yorgi Katedrali, 3 yillik restorasyon sonrasinda 19 Kasim 2017 tari-
hinde yeniden ibadete acilmistir. 2014 yilinda baslatilan calismalar
kapsaminda ¢evre diizenlemesinin yani sira Kilise, okul binasi, pa-
paz evi, cesme ve bahgeyi cevreleyen duvarda restorasyon calismasi
yapilmistir.
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Sveti Stefan Kilisesi

Yapiminda dokme demir ve ¢elik kullanilan Istanbul'daki Sveti Ste-
fan Kilisesi (Demir Kilise), 2011-2018 yillar1 arasinda restore edilmis
ve 7 Ocak 2018'de Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan
ile donemin Tiirkiye ve Bulgar basbakanlarinin katildigi téren ile ye-
niden hizmete acilmistir.
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Mor Aho Manastiri

Batman Gerciis’te 100 yildir harap ve ibadete kapali durumdaki Mor
Aho Manastirrnin restorasyonu yapilarak 26 Mart 2018 tarihinde
yeniden ibadete acilmistir. Acilisa katilmak icin yurt disindan gelen
Siiryaniler 100 yi1l sonra manastirda yeniden mum yakmuislardir.
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Siimela Manastiri

Tiirkiye nin 6nemli inang turizmi merkezlerinden olan Trabzon Sii-
mela Manastiri, 90 yil aradan sonra ilk kez 15 Agustos 2010 tarihinde
ibadete acilmistir. Ortodoks diinyasini yakindan ilgilendiren ilk ayi-
ne yaklasik 3 bin Hristiyan vatandasimiz katilmistir. 2015 yilindan
beri ¢evresindeki kaya 1slahi projelerine yonelik giiclendirme ve res-
torasyon calismalar1 kapsaminda ziyarete kapatilan Stimela Manas-
tir, restorasyon calismalarinin tamamlanmasinin ardindan 1 Mayis
2022 tarihinde yeniden ziyarete acilmistir.

CRIERRE
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Surp Giragos Ermeni Kilisesi ve Mar Petyun Keldani Kilisesi

Diyarbakir'in Sur ilcesinde, PKK’l1 terdristlerce 2015°te gerceklestiri-
len saldirilarda zarar goren ve Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigiiniin kontro-
liinde restore edilen Surp Giragos Ermeni Kilisesi’'nin ve Mar Petyun
Keldani Kilisesinin 7 Mayis 2022 tarihinde acilis téreni diizenlen-
mistir. 8 Mayis 2022 tarihinde can ¢alinarak kutsama ayini yapilan
kilisede mum yakilip dua edilmistir.
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Mor Efrem Siiryani Kadim Ortodoks Kilisesi

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in katildig1 térenle
2019 yilinda temeli atilan ve Cumhuriyet tarihinde insa edilen ilk ki-
lise olma 6zelligini tastyan Mor Efrem Siiryani Kadim Ortodoks Kili-
sesi'nin yapimi tamamlanmuistir.

Yesilkoy'de Latin Katolik Mezarligrnin bulundugu alanin 700 met-
rekarelik boliimiine insa edilen Kkilisenin ¢an kulesinin yapiminda
Mardin’deki manastirlardan esinlenilmistir. Kilisenin mimarisinde,
Mardin'deki Siiryani Kilisesi ve manastirlarin yani sira modern mi-

mariden de etkilenilmistir.
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Altinci1 Boliim
Toplantilar ve
Goriismeler

ger vatandaslarla esit hak ve ozgiirliiklere sahip olmalarinin
temini, Tirkiye Yiizyih ve demokratiklesme vizyonunun bir
parcasidir.

Gayrimﬁslim vatandaslarimizin sorunlarinin ¢éziimii ve di-

Bu vizyon dogrultusunda Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip
Erdogan liderliginde bir dizi toplanti, goriisme ve bulusma gercekles-
tirilmistir. Cesitli din ve inan¢ gruplarinin temsilcilerinin de yer al-
dig1 bu bulusma ve istisareler neticesinde, bahsi gecen topluluklarin
demokratik haklarina yonelik pek cok yasal diizenleme ve uygulama
hayata gecirilmistir.

2002 yilindan bu yana devam eden sdz konusu toplanti ve goriisme-
ler, iilkemizin binlerce y1llik medeniyet tarihinden izler tasiyan farkl
kiiltiir ve inanc¢ gruplarinin 6zgiirce yasayabilmesinin bir yansimasi
olmasi bakimindan énem arz etmektedir.
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10 Aralik 2002

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, AK Parti Genel
Baskanui sifatiyla ABD ziyareti sirasinda Musevi cemaatlerinin tem-
silcileriyle Washington'da bir araya gelmistir.
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28 Agustos 2003

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi d6-
neminde Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos’u kabul etmistir.
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11 Eyliil 2003

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde Musevi Cemaati Hahambasisi Isak Haleva’yr Basbakan-
lik’ta kabul etmistir.

12 Ekim 2004

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi d6-
neminde Amerikan Musevi Komitesi Heyet Baskani Barry Jacobs ve
beraberindeki heyeti Bagsbakanlik’ta kabul etmistir.
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05 Aralik 2004

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde Surp Pirgic Ermeni Hastanesi Vakfi Miizesi'nin acilisina
katilmistir.

08 Aralik 2004

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanlhig1 d6-
neminde Antalya’nin Belek ilcesinde yapilan cami, sinagog ve Kkili-
senin bir arada bulundugu “Hosgorii Meydani ve Dinler Bahgesi’nin
acilisini ti¢ dinin temsilcisi ile birlikte gerceklestirmistir.
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28 Haziran 2006

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde, Avrupa Konseyi binasinda Osmanli Tiirk Toplumundaki
Musevilerin Yasamindan Goriiniimler Sergisi'nin acilisinda bir ko-
nusma yapmistir.

06 Ekim 2006

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanlhigi d6-
neminde Almanya’nin o donemki Bagsbakani Angela Merkel ile birlik-
te dort dini lideri kabul etmistir. Kabulde Istanbul Miiftiisii Mustafa
Cagirici, Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos, Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrigi
Mesrob II ve Tiirkiye Hahambasis1 ishak Haleva hazir bulunmustur.
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28 Kasim 2006

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde Tiirkiye'ye ziyaret gerceklestiren eski Vatikan Devlet Bas-
kani Papa 16. Benediktus ile bir araya gelmistir.

24 0cak 2007

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde, Kumkaprdaki Ermeni Patrikhanesi’'ne giderek Patrik Mes-
rob Mutafyan’a taziyede bulunmustur.
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26 Eyliil 2007

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde Amerika'daki Musevi Cemaati temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.

06 Temmuz 2009

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanlhigi d6-
neminde Rus Ortodoks Kilisesi Patrigi Kirill'i Basbakanlik’ta kabul
etmistir.
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15 Agustos 2009

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde, Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos, Tiirk Musevileri Ha-
hambasi Isak Haleva, Ermeni Cemaati temsilcisi Baspiskopos Aram
Atesyan, Siiryani Cemaati lideri Yusuf Cetin ile Biiyiikada'da bir ara-
ya gelmistir.

06 Kasim 2009

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde Ermeni Patrigi Ruhani Meclis Baskani Baspiskopos Aram
Atesyan ve beraberindeki heyeti kabul etmistir.
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26 Mart 2010

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde, Basbakanlik Resmi Konutu'nda Siiryani Ortodoks Ruhani
Lideri Metropolit Yusuf Cetin’i kabul etmistir.

30 Mart 2011

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanlhigi d6-
neminde Suriye Siiryani Ortodoks Patrigi Ignatius Zakka Iwas ve be-
raberindeki heyeti Basbakanlik Resmi Konutu'nda kabul etmistir.
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28 Agustos 2011

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde, 162 farkli azinlik cemaat temsilcisi ile Istanbul Arkeoloji
Miizesi’'nde bir araya gelmistir.

25 Subat 2013

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi d6-
neminde Tiirkiye’de bulunan dini cemaat temsilcileriyle Almanya
Basbakani Angela Merkel’'in de katildig1 toplantida bir araya gelmis-
tir.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, toplant1 kapsa-
minda Patrik Bartholomeos, Ermeni Patrik Vekili Aram Atesyan,
Hahambasi isak Haleva, Siiryani Mor Gabriel Manastir1 Metropoli-
ti Samuel Aktas, Tiirkiye Siiryani Katolik Patrik Vekili Yusuf Sag ve
Tiirkiye Protestan Kiliseler Dernegi Yonetim Kurulu tiyesi Umut Sa-
hin’i Basbakanlik Resmi Konutu'nda agirlamistir.
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23 Nisan 2014

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanlig1 do-
neminde, 1915 olaylarina iliskin, aralarinda Dogu ve Bati1 Ermeni-
ce’nin de bulundugu 9 dilde mesaj yayimlamistir.

“Ermeni vatandaslarimiz ve diinyadaki tiim Ermeniler icin dzel bir
anlam tasiyan 24 Nisan, tarihi bir meseleye iliskin diisiincelerin 0z-
giirce paylasilmast icin degerli bir firsat sunmaktadir. Osmanl Impa-
ratorlugu’nun son yillarinin hangi din ve etnik kokenden olursa olsun,
Tiirk, Kiirt, Arap, Ermenive diger milyonlarca Osmanlivatandasi icin
actlarla dolu zor bir donem oldugu yadsinamaz. Adil bir insani ve vic-
dani durus, din ve etnik kdken gézetmeden bu donemde yasanmus tiim
actlart anlamayt gerekli kilar. Tabiatiyla ne bir acilar hiyerarsisi ku-
rulmast ne de acilarin birbiriyle mukayese edilmesi ve yaristirilmasi
acwnin 6znesi icin bir anlam ifade eder.

Atalarimizin dedigi gibi ‘ates diistiigii yeri yakar’. Osmanli Impara-
torlugu vatandast herkes gibi Ermenilerin de o dénemde yasadiklart
actlarin hatiralarint anmalarint anlamak ve paylasmak bir insanlik
vazifesidir.

Tiirkiye'de 1915 olaylarna iliskin farkli goriis ve diisiincelerin serbest-
ce ifade edilmesi; cogulcu bir bakis acisinin, demokrasi kiiltiiriiniin ve
cagdaslhigin geregidir. Tiirkiye'deki bu ozgiir ortami, suglayici, inciti-
ci, hatta bazen kiskirtict sdylem ve iddialar: seslendirmek icin vesile
olarak gorenler de bulunabilir. Ne var ki, tarihi meseleleri hukuki bo-
yutlarla birlikte daha iyi anlamanuz, kirginliklart yeniden dostluk-
lara déniistiirmemiz miimkiin olacaksa, farkli soylemlerin empati ve
hosgoriiyle karsilanmast ve biitiin taraflardan benzer bir anlayisin
beklenmesi tabiidir.

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti hukukun evrensel degerleriyle uyumlu her dii-
siinceye olgunlukla yaklasmaya devam edecektir.

Fakat 1915 olaylarinin Tiirkiye karsithigi icin bir bahane olarak kulla-
nilmast ve siyasi catisma konusu hdline getirilmesi de kabul edilemez.
Birinci Diinya Savast esnasinda yasanan hadiseler, hepimizin ortak
acisidwr. Bu acili tarihe adil hafiza perspektifinden bakilmasti, insani
ve ilmi bir sorumluluktur. Her din ve milletten milyonlarca insanin
hayatini kaybettigi I. Diinya Savasi esnasinda, tehcir gibi gayriinsani
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sonuclar doguran hadiselerin yasanmis olmasi, Tiirkler ile Ermeni-
ler arasinda duygudaslhik kurulmasina ve karsilikli insani tutum ve
davramslar sergilenmesine engel olmamalidir. Bugiiniin diinyasinda
tarihten husumet ¢cikarmak ve yeni kavgalar iiretmek kabul edilebi-
lir olmadig1 gibi ortak gelecegimizin insast bakinundan hicbir sekilde
yvararl da degildir.

Zamann ruhu, anlasmazliklara ragmen konusabilmeyi; karsidakini
dinleyerek anlamaya calismayt, uzlast yollart arayislarint degerlen-
dirmeyi; nefreti ayiplayip saygi ve hosgoriiyii yiiceltmeyi gerektirmek-
tedir.

Bu anlayisla biz Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti olarak 1915 olaylarinin bi-
limsel bir sekilde incelenmesi icin ortak tarih komisyonu kurulmast
cagrisinda bulunduk. Bu cagri gecerliligini korumaktadur. Tiirk, Er-
meni ve uluslararasi tarihcilerin yapacagi calisma, 1915 olaylarinin
aydinlatilmasinda ve tarihin dogru anlasimasinda onemli bir rol oy-
nayacaktir. Bu cercevede arsivlerimizi biitiin arastirmactlarin kulla-
nmimina actik. Bugiin arsivlerimizde bulunan yiizbinlerce belge, biitiin
tarihcilerin hizmetine sunulmaktadir.

Tiirkiye, gelecege giivenle bakan bir iilke olarak tarihin de dogru an-
lasiimasu icin ilmi ve kapsamli calismalart her zaman desteklemistir.
Etnik ve dini kokeni ne olursa olsun yiizlerce yil bir arada yasamus,
sanattan diplomasiye, devlet idaresinden ticarete kadar her alanda
ortak degerler iiretmis Anadolu insanlari, yeni bir gelecek insa edebi-
lecek imkdn ve kabiliyetlere bugiin de sahiptir.

Kadim ve essiz bir cografyanin benzer gelenek ve goreneklere sahip
halklarinin, gecmislerini olgunlukla konusabileceklerine, kayiplarini
kendilerine yakusir yontemlerle ve birlikte anacaklarina dair umut ve
inancla, 20. yiizyihin basindaki kosullarda hayatlarini kaybeden Er-
menilerin huzur icinde yatmalarini diliyor, torunlarina taziyelerimizi
iletiyoruz.

Ayni dénemde benzer kosullarda yasamin yitiren, etnik ve dini koke-
ni ne olursa olsun tiim Osmanli vatandaslarint da rahmetle ve saygiy-
la anyoruz.”
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01 May1s 2014

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi do-
neminde, Basbakanlik Resmi Konutu'nda Ermeni Patrik Vekili Aram
Atesyan ve beraberindeki heyeti kabul etmistir.
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28 Kasim 2014

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirkiye’yi ziyaret
eden Vatikan Devlet Baskani Papa Fransuva’yt Cumhurbaskanligi
Kiilliyesi'nde resmi torenle karsilamistir. Karsilama téreninin ardin-
dan Cumhurbaskanimiz Erdogan ile Papa Fransuva, bas basa ve he-
yetler arasi goriisme gerceklestirmislerdir.

Cumhurbaskanimiz daha sonra Vatikan Devlet Baskani Papa Fran-
suva ile Cumhurbaskanlig Kiilliyesi’nde ortak basin aciklamasi yap-
mustir. Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Erdogan, “Inaniyorum ki bugiin
buradan verecegimiz mesajlar diinyadaki bu sikintili siireci olumluya
doniistiirmede cok biiyiik katkilar saglayacaktir. Zira yaptigimiz go-
riismede, farkl diisiindiigiimiiz hemen hemen hicbir konu yok. Diin-
vadaki bu olaylara bakista ayni seyleri paylasiyoruz. Terore, terérle
miicadeledeki bakisimiz ayni, diinyada ézellikle siddete yonelik baki-
stmiz ayni, paranin egemenligine ve bu egemenligin neleri dogurdugu-
nu yonelik bakisimiz aynt” demistir.
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Cumhurbaskanimiz, ziyaretin diinyanin ve bolgenin son derece kri-
tik bir siirecten gectigi bir zaman dilimde gerceklesmesinin 6nemine
isaret ederek sunlar1 sOylemistir:

“Saygideger misafirimizin Tiirkiye’ye yaptigi bu ziyareti ¢cok énemsi-
yorum. Bolgemizde ve diinyada baris iimitlerini cogaltacak cok énem-
li, cok hayati bir adim olduguna inantyorum. Bugiin Tiirkiye'den ve-
rilecek mesajlar sadece Tiirkiyeye ve Vatikan'a degil, inaniyyorum ki
tiim Islam cografyasina, tiim Hristiyan cografyasina ulasacak ve ora-
larda da baris umudunu artiracak sekilde insallah yankt bulacaktir.
Bugiin Ankara'da viicut bulan bu fotograf hic siiphesiz diinya icin bir
umut fotografidir. Zira son yullarda ézellikle Patrik Hazretlerinin kar-
deslik noktasindaki vurgusu cok biiyiik anlam ifade ediyor.”
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Cumhurbaskanimiz Erdogan, diinyanin karsi karsiya kaldigi bu cid-
di tehditlere ¢6ziim iiretecek olanin, farkliliklarin birbirine hosgo-
riisii ve ittifaki olacagini, bugiin verecekleri mesajin da bu oldugunu
anlatarak, “Gerek Batvdayiikselen irk¢ilik, ayrimcilik ve Islamofobiye,
gerek Islam diinyasinda yiikselen ifke ve siddete karsi birlikte tedbir-
ler iiretmemiz kacinilmaz bir gereklilik halini alnugstir. Medeniyetler,
inanclar, kiiltiirler ve mezhepler arasinda ucurumlar derinlegirken
bunu seyretmek, bunun karsisinda eli kolu bagl durmak, tarihe, vic-
danlarimiza ve inanclarimiza karsi takdir edersiniz ki biiyiik bir hak-
sizlik olacaktwr. Diinyamuizi tehdit eden rk¢iliga, ayrimciliga, nefret
suclarina hosgoriisiizliige karst birlikte ¢oziimler iiretmek ve uygula-
mak zorunda oldugumuza inaniyorum.” demistir.

Vatikan Devlet Baskani Papa Fransuva da iki kita ve farkli kiiltiirler
arasinda koprii vazifesi goren Tiirkiye'yi ziyaret etmekten mutluluk
duydugunu ifade etmistir. Papa Fransuva, “Baris, insanligin onuru-
na bagli olan hedefler ve temel haklara saygu iistiine kurulmalidir. Bu
yolda ancak én yargilar ve yanlis korkular asilabilir ve herkesin ya-
rarina olan olumlu cabalarla saygiya ve diyaloga yer acilabilir. Bunu
gerceklestirmek icin Miisliiman, Yahudi ve Hristiyan vatandaslarin
vasalara uygun olarak ve bu yasalarin uygulandigi élciilerde ayni
haklara sahip olmalart ve ayni ddevleri yerine getirmeleri gerekir. Bu
vatandasglar boylece birbirlerini daha kolay bir sekilde kardes ve yol-
das olarak kabul edeceklerdir. Bdylece her seferinde yanlis anlama-
lardan uzaklagsarak is birligini ve anlayisi besleyeceklerdir.” demistir.
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09 Subat 2016

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirk Musevi Ce-
maati Lideri Ishak ibrahimzadeh’i ve Amerika’nin 6nde gelen Yahudi
kuruluslarindan Conference of President heyetini Cumhurbaskanligi
Kiilliyesi'nde kabul etmistir.
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30 Mart 2016

Cumhurbaskanimiz Recep Tayyip Erdogan, ABD’deki Musevi kuru-
luslarin temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Erdogan’in Musevi heyetini kabuliine; B’nai
B’rith Yonetim Kurulu Baskani Peter Perlman, itibarsizlastirmayla
Miicadele Birligi Ulusal Direktdrii Marvin Nathan, Itibarsizlastir-
mayla Miicadele Birligi Yonetim Kurulu Baskani Jonathan Greenb-
latt, Baskanlar Konferans1 Eski Baskani Richard Stone, Baskanlar
Konferans1 Baskan Yardimcist Malcolm Hoenlein, Diinya Yahudi
Kongresi Baskan Yardimcisi Robert Singer, AIPAC Baskani1 Robert
Cohen, AIPAC Siyasi Isler Direktorii Arthur Abramson, Washington
Musevi Cemaati iliskileri Kurulu icra Direktorii Ronald Halber, Ge-
orgetown Universitesi Ogretim Gorevlisi Brenda Shaffer katilmistur.
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22 Eyliil 2016

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Birlesmis Millet-
ler Genel Kurulu goriismeleri icin bulundugu Amerika Birlesik Dev-
letleri’'nin (ABD) New York kentinde ABD’deki Yahudi kuruluslarin
temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.

Goriismede ABD’deki Yahudi kuruluslarinin temsilcilerinden Con-
ference of Presidents Baskan Yardimcis1 Malcolm Hoenlein, AIPAC
Baskani Robert Cohen, B’nai B’rith International Baskan Yardimcisi
Daniel Mariaschin, Anti-Defamation League Ulusal Direktorii Jonat-
han Greenblatt, Hadassah Yonetim Kurulu Baskani Janice Weinman,
Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs Baskani1 Michael Ma-
kovsky, Women’s International Zionist Organization Yonetim Kuru-
lu Baskani1 Evelyn Sommer, NCSEJ Yonetim Kurulu Baskani Daniel
Rubin, American Sephardic Federasyonu Baskani David Dangoor,
World Jewish Congress Yonetim Kurulu Baskan Yardimcist Maram
Stern, Simon Wiesenthal Center Dogu Direktorii Michael Cohen, Con-
ference of Presidents Liderlik Konseyi Uyesi Marc Jason, B'nai B'rith
International BM Direktorii David Michaels yer almistir.
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19 Eyliil 2017

Birlesmis Milletler 72. Genel Kurulu vesilesiyle ABD’nin New York
kentinde temaslarda bulunan Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tay-
yip Erdogan, Yahudi kurulus temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.
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29 Ekim 2017

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in ev sahipliginde
29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayrami Resepsiyonu yapilmistir. Resepsiyo-
na, Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos, Tiirkiye Hahambasis1 Rav isak
Haleva, Tiirk Siiryani Kadim Cemaati Ruhani Reisi Yusuf Cetin de
katilmastir.
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07 Ocak 2018

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, restore edilen Ste-
vi Stefan Kilisesi’'nin acilis torenine katilmistir. Balat’ta halk arasin-
da “Demir Kilise” ve “Bulgar Kilisesi” olarak da bilinen kilisenin a¢i-
l1s torenine; Bulgar Ortodoks Klisesi Patrigi Neofit, Fener Rum Patrigi
Bartholomeos ve Bulgaristan Basmiiftiisii Mustafa Alis istirak etmis-
tir. Acilisy, uluslararasi topluma verilmis ¢ok 6nemli bir mesaj olarak
degerlendirdigini ifade eden Cumhurbaskanimiz, “Istanbul, burada-
ki su fotografla farkli dinlerin ve kiiltiirlerin bir arada, baris icinde
yasadigi sehir olma vasfini bir kez daha tiim diinyaya ozellikle goster-
mistir” diye konusmustur.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Erdogan, 1898 yilinda yapilan ve demir is-
kelet sistemiyle halen tiiriiniin diinyadaki tek ornegi olan kilisenin,
Bulgar cemaati icin ibadethane olarak hizmet vermesinin yaninda,
istanbul’un giizelligine ve zenginligine de katkida bulundugunu soy-
lemistir.

BULGAR .KiLiSESii[§VE'
ACILIS TOREN

70CAK 2018

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Erdogan, konusmasinin devaminda sun-
lar1 séylemistir: “Tarih boyunca ecdadimiz fethettigi yerlerde éncelik-
le din ézgiirliigiinii ve ibadethaneleri giivence altina almistir. Dininizi
yasamakta, ibadetlerinizi yapmakta serbestsiniz ve bizim giivence-
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miz altindasiniz anlayisiyla onlari hep koruma altina alnustir. Istan-
bul'daki diger eserlerden daha sonra yapuldigi icin adi Yeni Cami ola-
rak konan camimiz dahi Eminénii’'nde 400 yillik bir gecmise sahiptir.
Ayasofya bin 500 yullik tarihiyle Istanbul’la birlikte tiim diinyanin
incisi durumundadir. Bu sehirdeki ve kadim cografyamuizin dért bir
yamindaki her bir eserin bizim gonliimiizde ayrt bir yeri var. Camiler
var, kiliseler var, sinagog-havra bunlar var, hepsi sadece Istanbul'da
degil iilkemizin degisik yerlerinde de bir aradalar. Fatih Sultan Meh-
met Han basta olmak iizere ecdadimizin inang ve ibadet 0zgiirliigii
konusunda Istanbul'dan Bosna’ya, Kudiis’ten Selanik’e kadar cok sa-
yida tarihe mal olmus fermanlari, emirnameleri, belgeleri mevcuttur.”
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Tarihin belirli bir doneminde yasanmis aci hatiralarin, cok daha
uzun ve ¢ok daha koklii olan birlikte yasama tecriibesini golgeleme-
mesi gerektigini vurgulayan Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Erdogan,
“Onun icin bizde, ‘kesrette vahdet’ anlayist var. Bu bizim aslinda tiim
inanclara, diisiinceye vesaire yaklasimunmuizi gosterir, yani coklukta
birlik. Biz iste bu anlayisla iilkemizin her kdsesinde diger dinlere men-
sup vatandaslarimizin ibadethanelerini ayaga kaldirmaya, bunlara
yonelik calismalar yiiriittiik, yiiriitiiyoruz” demistir.
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05 Subat 2018

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Papa Fransuva’nin
davetlisi olarak Vatikan’a bir ziyaret gerceklestirmistir. Vatikan'da
Apostol Saray1 6niinde térenle karsilanan Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin
Erdogan, térenin ardindan Papa Fransuva ile bas basa goriisme ger-
ceklestirmistir.

25 Nisan 2018

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Fener Rum Patrigi
Bartholomeos’u Cumhurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi'nde kabul etmistir.
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16 May1s 2018

Birlesik Krallik’t resmi ziyareti dolayisiyla Londra’da temaslarda
bulunan Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Haham
Elahanan Beck ve beraberindeki Neturei Karta Ortodoks Musevi Ce-
maati tiyelerini kabul etmistir.

30 Agustos 2018

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Cumhurbaskanli-
g1 Kiilliyesi’nde 30 Agustos Zafer Bayrami dolayisiyla resepsiyon ver-
mistir. Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Erdogan, resepsiyona katilan Tiir-
kiye Ermenileri Patrik Vekili Basepiskopos Aram Atesyan ve Tiirkiye
Hahambasisi isak Haleva ile sohbet etmistir.
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26 Eyliil 2018

Birlesmis Milletler 73. Genel Kurulu vesilesiyle ABD’'nin New York
kentinde temaslarini siirdiiren Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Yahudi kurulus temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.

09 Mart 2019

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Diyarbakirda
Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrikhanesi Patrik Vekili Baspiskopos Aram
Atesyan ve Keldani Cemaati Patrik Vekili Francois Yakan’t kabul et-
mistir.
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03 Agustos 2019

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, istanbul Siirya-
ni Kadim Vakfi1 Mor Efrem Siiryani Kadim Ortodoks Kilisesi Temel
Atma Torenine katilmistir. Térende konusan Cumhurbaskanimiz
Erdogan, Siiryani Ortodoks cemaati mensuplari ile tiim dini liderle-
ri selamlayarak, temeli atilacak Mor Efrem Siiryani Kadim Ortodoks
Kilisesi'nin, Siiryani cemaatine ve Istanbul’a kazandirilmasinda
emegi gecenleri tebrik etmistir. Torene, istanbul Siiryani Kadim Vak-
fi Bagkani Sait Susin, Istanbul-Ankara Siiryani Kadim Kilisesi Metro-
politi Mor Filiiksinos Yusuf Cetin ve Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos
daistirak etmistir.

iSTANBUL MOR EFREM SURYANi KADIM ORTODOKS KILISESI
\ea.\.eao[ ]..m.:c,l.,f ]..Ao,.b ].u,e.ao, )a..,sl u,:o, IL.:. /:-\
TEMEL ATMA TORENI

03 Agustos 2019
Yesilkdy, Istanbul

ISTANBUL MOR EFREM SURYANI iISTANBUL MOR EFREM SURYANI
KADIM ORTODOKS KiLISESI KADIM ORTODOKS KiLISESI

Ljass, pais] Gisog Il L_..,m., Py ) L
5 Nasins] Lisasoals! L_\s.n \u;a.m JLiaasoals/ I._n.b
TEMEL ATMA TORENI TEMEL ATMA TORENI
03 Agustos 2019 03 Agustos 2019




TOPLANTILAR VE GORUSMELER | 117

“Cografyanuzin kadim evlatlari olan Siiryani toplumunun, diger tiim
meseleleri gibi ibadet ihtiyaclarimin karsilanmasini saglamak, Tiir-
kive Cumhuriyeti devletinin gorevidir” diyen Cumhurbaskanimiz,
“Tarih boyunca cografyamiz hep dini, etnik, kiiltiirel cesitliligin, cok
renkliligin, en onemlisi de insanlik vicdaninin merkezi olmustur. Is-
panyadan Kafkasya’yva, Dogu Avrupa'dan Kuzey Afrika’ya kadar her
yerden bu topraklara gelen tiim mazlumlar, tiim magdurlar icin kapi-
larimiz da kalbimiz de sonuna kadar acik olmustur.” demistir.

Demokrasiyi giiclendirerek, Tiirkiye'deki herkesle birlikte farkli din-
lere mensup cemaatlerin 6zgiirliik alanlarini genisleten, haklarini
garanti eden calismalar yiiriittiiklerine dikkati ceken Cumhurbaska-
nimiz, “Bugiin geldigimiz noktada, demokrasinin gelistirilmesinin ve
bu yonde atilan adimlarn iilkemize zarar verecegini iddia edenlerin
ne kadar yanildiklarina hep birlikte sahitlik ediyoruz. Bize gore bu-
giin Tiirkiye, gecmise gore cok daha giiclii bir toplumsal yapiya sahip-
tir. Tiirkiye Cumhurbaskani olarak, éniimiizdeki donemde de ayni
vaklasimla calismalarimizi siirdiirecegiz” ifadelerini kullanmustir.
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Biiyiik ve giiclii Tiirkiye hedefine ne kadar yaklasilirsa tiim vatan-
daslarin o derece kendini giivende ve huzurlu hissedecegini, refahi
paylasacagini sozlerine ekleyen Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, “Uzerin-
de, Allah’in izniyle daha binlerce yil boyunca beraberce yasayacagi-
miz bu topraklarin zenginligi ve bereketi hepimize yeter. Onemli olan
birligimize, beraberligimize, dayanmismamiza, ortak hedefler etrafin-
da kenetlenme azmimize sahip cikmanuzdir. Bunu basardigimizda,
insallah, iistesinden gelemeyecegimiz hicbir meselemiz yoktur” sek-
linde konusmustur.

ISTANBUL MOR EFREM SURYANI KADIM ORTODOKS KiLiSESi
: x \a:.\bm] .Lm:aﬂ.;l l&..b Lusasos p.-'-lf ui&gJL,%’ A

‘TEMEI. ATMA TORENI

03 Agustos 2019
Yesilkay, istanbut

17 Eyliil 2019

Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirkiye Ermeni Vakiflar1
Birligi ve Surp Pirgic Ermeni Hastanesi Vakfi Baskani1 Bedros Siri-
noglu'nu kabul etmistir.
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23 Eyliil 2019

Birlesmis Milletler 74. Genel Kurul goriismeleri icin New York’ta bu-
lunan Cumhurbaskanimiz Recep Tayyip Erdogan, ABD'deki Yahudi
kurulus, temsilcileri ile New York civarinda yasayan Tiirkiye vatan-
dasi Musevileri kabul etmistir.

23 Eyliil 2019

Cumhurbaskanimiz Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Birlesmis Milletler 74.
Genel Kurul goriismeleri icin geldigi New York’ta Siyonizme Karsi
Yahudiler Birligi heyetini kabul etmistir.
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29 Temmuz 2020

Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos, Cumhurbaskani Sayin Recep Tay-
yip Erdogan’ telefonla arayarak, Stimela Manastir’nin restorasyon
calismalarinin ardindan yeniden ziyarete acilmasi dolayisiyla tesek-
kiir etmistir. Bartholomeos'un, Cumhurbaskani Sayin Erdogan’in
Siimela Manastirr’nin restorasyon calismalarina verdigi destek ve
gosterdigi ilgi nedeniyle duydugu memnuniyetini ifade ettigi belir-
tilmistir.

05 Mayis 2021

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, azinlik cemaatle-
rinin temsilcileriyle Cankaya Koskii'ndeki iftar yemeginde bir araya
gelmistir.
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iftar yemegine; Diyanet Isleri Baskani Ali Erbas, Fener Rum Patrigi
Bartholomeos, Balikli Rum Hastanesi Vakfi Bagkani1 Konstantin Yu-
vanidis, Stiryani Metropoliti Yusuf Cetin, Siiryani Kadim Vakfi Bas-
kani Sait Susin, Tiirkiye Musevileri Hahambasi Isak Haleva, Tiirk
Musevi Cemaati Baskani ishak Ibrahimzadeh, Tiirkiye Hahambasi-
Iig1 Vakfi Baskani ve Tiirk Yahudi Toplumu Esbaskani Erol Kohen,
Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrigi Sahak Masalyan, Surp Pirgi¢c Ermeni
Hastanesi Vakf1 Bagskani1 Bedros Sirinoglu, Tiirkiye Siiryani Katolik
Cemaati Ruhani Lideri Orhan Abdulahad Canli ve Siiryani Katolik
Vakf1 Yonetim Kurulu Baskani Zeki Basatemir katilmistir.

= -
= R

17 May1s 2021

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Papa Fransuva ile
bir telefon goriismesi gerceklestirmistir. Goriismede, Israil’in Filis-
tin'e yonelik saldirilar ele alinmistir. Cumhurbaskanimiz Erdogan,
goriismede, Filistin'de bir vahset yasandigini belirterek, israil'in sal-
dirilarinin muhatabinin sadece Filistinliler degil tiim Miisliimanlar,
Hristiyanlar ve insanlik oldugunu ifade etmistir.

Mescid-i Aksa’ya ve Kutsal Kabir Kilisesi'ne erisimi engelleyen, iba-
det Ozgiirligiinii kisitlayan, Filistin topraklarinda masum sivilleri
katleden isgalci Israil'in insanlik onurunu da ¢ignedigini vurgulayan
Cumhurbaskanimiz Erdogan, Israil'in miisebbibi oldugu bu vahse-
tin bolgesel giivenligi de tehdit ettigini dile getirmistir. Uluslararasi
camianin insanlik sucu isleyen Israil’i gereken yaptirimlarla cezalan-
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dirmadigr miiddetce Filistinlilerin katliama ugramaya devam ede-
cegine dikkati ¢ceken Cumhurbaskanimiz, bu konuda Papa Fransu-
va’nin vermeyi siirdiirecegi mesaj ve tepkilerin Hristiyan diinyasini
ve uluslararasi toplumu harekete gecirmek bakimindan biiyiik onem
tasidigini vurgulamastir.

22 Aralik 2021

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirk Yahudi Top-
lumu ve islam Ulkeleri Hahamlar ittifaki iiyelerini Cumhurbaskanli-
g1 Kiilliyesi'nde kabul etmistir. Kabulde istanbul, KKTC, Azerbaycan,
iran, Ozbekistan, Arnavutluk, Kazakistan, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri,
Uganda ve Rusyadan hahambasi ve hahamlar hazir bulunmustur.
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26 Nisan 2022

Cumhurbaskanimiz Recep Tayyip Erdogan, dini azinlik cemaatleri-
nin temsilcileriyle Cumhurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi'nde diizenlenen iftar-
da bir araya gelmistir.

iftar programina katilan isimler : “Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrigi Sahak
Masalyan, Tiirkiye Musevileri Hahambasi Isak Haleva, Siiryani Ka-
dim Cemaati Patrik Vekili Yusuf Cetin, Katolik Siiryani Patrik Vekili
Orhan Canli, Ermeni Katolik Cemaati Patrik Vekili Levon Zekiyan,
Rum Kadikéy Metropoliti Emmanuel Adamakis, Ermeni Vakiflar
Birligi Baskan1 Bedros Sirinoglu, Ermeni Hastanesi Baskan Vekili
Herman Baliyan, Yahudi Cemaati Es Baskani Ishak Ibrahimzadeh,
Balikli Rum Hastanesi Vakfi Baskani Konstantin Yuvanidis, Stiryani
Kadim Vakf1 Baskani Sait Susin, Siiryani Katolik Cemaati Vakif Bas-
kani Miinir Uckardes, Ermeni Katolik Surp Agop Vakfi Baskan Vekili
Antuan Sultanoglu.”
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20 Mayi1s 2022

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Arnavutkody Yas-
sioren’de, Dariilaceze Sosyal Hizmet Sehri temel atma torenine ka-
tilmistir. Térende Cumhurbaskanimiz Erdogan, Tiirkiye Ermenileri
Patrigi Sahak Masalyan, Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos, Istanbul
Miiftiisii Safi Arpagus ve Dariilaceze Baskan1 Hamza Cebeci ile temel
atma butonuna basmuistir.

“HI'\ihl('(‘.Z()
osyal Hizmet Sehri
oNTD Clig e

Dariilacezc
Sosyal Hizmet Schri
“Temel Atma Torgni

CEPP UNTD

s et B

20 Eyliil 2022

Birlesmis Milletler (BM) 77. Genel Kurulu vesilesiyle Amerika Birlesik
Devletlerinin (ABD) New York kentinde bulunan Cumhurbaskani-
miz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirkevi'nde Diinya Yahudi Kong-
resi Baskani1 Ronald Lauder’i kabul etmistir.
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20 Eyliil 2022

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Birlesmis Millet-
ler (BM) 77. Genel Kurulu nedeniyle bulundugu New York’ta Ameri-
kan Yahudi Toplumu Cat1 Kuruluslar1 temsilcilerini Tiirkevi'nde ka-
bul etmistir.

20 Subat 2023

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Kahramanmaras
merkezli depremlerden etkilenen Hatay’da, Siiryani Ortodoks Kilise-
si Patrigi Mor Ignatius II. Efrem Kerim, Siiryani Kadim Cemaati Pat-
rik Vekili Yusuf Cetin, Metroplolit Joseph Bali, Rahip Haitham Bah-
hu ve Ghassan Al Chami ile goriismiistiir.
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03 Haziran 2023

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in, Cumhurbas-
kanlig1 Kiilliyesi'nde gerceklestirilen Cumhurbaskanligi Goreve Bas-
lama Toreni’ne Diyanet Isleri Baskani Ali Erbas, Fener Rum Patrigi
Bartholomeos, Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrigi Sahak II, Tiirkiye Katolik
Ermenileri Onderi Levon Zekiyan'in da aralarinda bulundugu ¢ok sa-
yida ruhani lider ve azinlik cemaatlerinin temsilcileri de katilmistir.
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KRONOLOJI

2002

9 Agustos:

Uciincii AB Uyum Paketi ¢ercevesinde;

Tiirk vatandaslarinin farkh dil ve lehcelerde yayin yapabilme ve
0zel kurslar acabilme hakki {izerindeki kisitlamalar kaldirilmistir.

Cemaat vakiflarinin tasinmaz mal edinmeleri ve tasarrufta bu-
lunmalar1 konusunda iyilestirmeler saglanmuistir.

2003

24 Ocak:

Yapilan yonetmelik degisikligi ile cemaat vakiflarinin tasinmaz
mal edinmeleri ve bunlar {izerinde tasarrufta bulunmalar1 kolay-
lastirilmis; tasinmaz mallarin vakif adina tescili icin Bakanlar Ku-
rulundan izin alinmasi sart1 kaldirilmis ve bu iznin Vakiflar Genel
Miidiirliigii tarafindan verilmesi saglanmastir.

19 Temmuz:

Altinc1 AB Uyum Paketi ¢ercevesinde;

Ozel televizyonlarda ve TRTde Tiirkce disinda dil ve lehcelerde
yayin yapilmasinin oniindeki yasal engeller kaldirilmistir.

Vakiflar Kanunu'nda yapilan degisiklikle; cemaat vakiflarinin ta-
sarrufu altinda oldugu belirlenen tasinmaz mallarin vakif adina
tescili i¢in yapilacak basvurular bakimindan 6ngoriilen 6 aylik
siire 18 aya ¢ikarilmstir.

Farkli din ve inanc¢lara mensup vatandaslarin ibadet yerlerine ilis-
kin 6zgiirliiklerinin genisletilmesi amaciyla imar Kanunu’nda de-
gisiklik yapilmistir.
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- Sinema, video ve miizik eserlerine yonelik yasaklamanin kapsami
daraltilmis ve idari mercilerce verilen yasaklama kararlarinin 24
saat icinde hakim onayina sunulmasi sarti getirilmistir. Sinema,
Video ve Miizik Eserleri Denetleme Kurulundan MGK temsilcisi
cikarilmastir.

- Niifus Kanunu’'nda yapilan degisikliklerle ¢cocuklara isim koyma
yoniindeki yasaklayici cesitli ifadeler kaldirilmistir.

7 Agustos:

- Yedinci AB Uyum Paketi cercevesinde, gerekli kanunda degisiklik
yapilarak, giinliik hayatta kullanilan geleneksel farkli dil ve leh-
celerin 6grenilmesi icin 6zel kurslar agilabilmesine imkan saglan-
mistir.

5 Aralik:

- Farkli dil ve lehgelerin 6gretilmesi amaciyla kurs agilmasi serbest
birakilmistir. Bununla ilgili yasal diizenlemeler yapilmis; yonet-
melik ve miifredat hazirlanmistir.

2004

05 Aralik:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde Surp Pirgic Ermeni Hastanesi Vakf1 Miizesi'nin acili-
sina katilmastir.

2006

28 Kasim:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde Tiirkiye'yi ziyaret eden Vatikan eski Devlet Baskani
Papa 16. Benediktus ile bir araya gelmistir.
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2007

26 Eyliil:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde Amerika’daki Musevi Cemaati temsilcilerini kabul et-
mistir.

2008

27 Subat:

- Sivil toplumun giiclendirilmesi yolunda 6nemli bir adim olarak
yeni bir “Vakiflar Kanunu” ¢ikarilmistir. Kanun'un gecici 7. mad-
desi uyarinca yiiz seksen bir tasinmaz, basvurulari tizerine cema-
at vakiflar1 adina kaydedilmistir.

11 Haziran:

- Tiirk vatandaslarinin giinliik hayatta kullandiklar1 geleneksel
farkl dil ve lehgelerde yayin yapilmasi imkaninin hem kamu hem
de 6zel radyo ve televizyon kuruluglar1 araciligiyla saglanmasi
yasal giivenceye kavusturulmustur. Ozel televizyonlarla birlikte
TRT'nin de bu alanda yayin yapmasinin oniindeki yasal engeller
kaldirilarak yayin hakki giivence altina alinmistir.

2009

310cak:

- Tiirkiye Radyo Televizyon Kurumu Reklam Yonetmeligi'nde ya-
pilan degisiklikle, farkl dil ve lehgelerde yayin yapan kanallarda,
yayin yapilan dil ve leh¢ede reklam yapilabilmesi miimkiin hale
getirilmistir.

15 Agustos:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde, cesitli azinlik cemaatlerinin temsilcileriyle Biiyiika-
da’'da bir araya gelmistir.
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13 Kasim:

- Ozel radyo ve televizyonlarin kesintisiz bicimde farkli dil ve lehce-
lerde yayin yapabilmesi miimkiin hale getirilmistir.

1 Aralik:

- Vatandaslarin giinliik hayatlarinda kullandiklar1 farkl dil ve leh-
celerle ilgili tiniversitelerde akademik arastirmalar yapilabilmesi,
enstitii kurulmasi ve se¢meli ders konulabilmesi miimkiin hale
getirilmistir. Mardin Artuklu Universitesi biinyesinde farkli ana
bilim dallarinin arasinda “Siiryani Dili ve Kiiltiirii” de bulunan
“Tiirkiye’de Yasayan Diller Enstitiisii” kurulmustur.

Yilicerisinde:
- Cezaevlerinde tutuklu ve hiikiimliilerin yakinlariyla ana dillerin-

de goriismelerine imkan saglayan yonetmelik yiiriirliige girmistir.

2010

26 Mart:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde, Basbakanlik Resmi Konutu'nda Siiryani Ortodoks Ru-
hani Lideri Metropolit Yusuf Cetin’i kabul etmistir.

10 Nisan:

- Siyasi partiler hukukunun alani genisletilerek, ifade ve orgiitlenme
0zgiirliigiiniin bir geregi olan siyasi propaganda hakkinin 6niinde-
ki yasal engeller kaldirilmistir.

13 Mayis:

- Farkli inang¢ gruplarina mensup vatandaslarin korunmasi ve ken-
dilerine sayg1 gosterilmesinin tesvik edilmesi amaciyla bir Basba-
kanlik genelgesi ¢ikarilmistir.
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15 Agustos:

- Trabzon Siimela Manastir1 88 yil aradan sonra ilk kez ibadete acil-
mistir.

19 Eyliil:

- Van Akdamar Kilisesi restorasyon ¢alismalarinin tamamlanma-
styla 95 yil aradan sonra kullanima ac¢ilmus, ilk ayin gerceklesti-
rilmistir.

Yil icerisinde:

- Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 tarafindan Ermenice ders kitaplar1 hazir-
lanarak, 2010-2011 6gretim yilindan itibaren Ermeni okullarinda
ticretsiz dagitilmaya baslamstir.

- Edirne Biiyiik Sinagogu’nda restorasyon ¢alismalarina baslanmis-
tir.

2011

27 Agustos:

- Vakiflar Kanunu'na eklenen gecici 11. madde kapsaminda, farkl
inan¢ grubuna mensup vatandaslarin mensubu olduklar1 cemaat
vakiflarinin cesitli sebeplerle daha dnce el konulan vakif miilkleri-
nin iade edilebilmesinin yolu acilmistir.

29 Agustos:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde, 162 farkli azinlik cemaat temsilcisi ile Istanbul Arkeo-
loji Miizesi'nde bir araya gelmistir.

1 Ekim:

- 27 Agustos 2011 tarihinde Vakiflar Kanunu'na eklenen gecici 11.
madde’nin uygulanmasina iliskin olarak bir yonetmelik yayim-
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lanmis ve cemaat vakiflarinin tasinmaz iadesi basvurular1 27
Agustos 2012 tarihine kadar uzatilmistir.

22 Ekim:

- Diyarbakirda Surp Giragos Kilisesi'nin restorasyon ¢alismalari ta-
mamlanarak ibadete acilmistir.

28 Aralik:

- Kumkapr Meryem Ana Kilisesi ve Mektebi Vakfina ait Vortvoks
Vorodman Kilisesi, restorasyon calismalarinin ardindan torenle
ibadete acilmistir.

2012

17 Subat:

- Azinliklara ait gazetelerin resmi reklam yayimlayabilmelerine im-
kan taninmustir.

20 Mart:

- Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 Ozel Ogretim Kurumlar1 Yonetmeliginin
51/5 maddesi ile 6zel 6gretim kurumlarinda yabanci uyruklu mi-
safir 6grencilerine de 6grenim gorebilmeleri imkani saglanmistir.

25 Mart:
- Galata Rum ilkokulu Vakfina ait okul binasi, Vakiflar Genel Mii-
diirliigii tarafindan iade edilmistir.

18 Nisan:

- Surp Hag Tibrevank Lisesine “Surp Ha¢ Tibrevank Lisesi Vakf1”
adiyla 2011 yi1linda cemaat vakfi statiisiinde tiizel kisilik taninmus-
tr.
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4 Haziran:

- Basin ilan Kurumu Genel Kurulu karari ¢ercevesinde bir Rum ya-
yinevi faaliyete baslamistir.

Yil icerisinde:

- “Kilise Atalar1 Tarafindan ‘Kutsal Ruh’'un Kavalr’ Olarak Adlandi-
rilan Siiryani Mor Efrem’in Siirleri” adl1 Siiryanice ve Tiirkce bir
eser yayimlanmustir.

- Anadolu Ajansi Tiirk¢enin yani sira; Tiirk¢e-Azerice, Arapca, Rus-
ca, Kiirtce ve BHS (Bosnake¢a, Hirvatga, Sirp¢a) yayin yapmaya
baslamstir.

- 2012 yilindan itibaren Milli Egitim Bakanligina bagl okullarda
Yasayan Diller ve Lehceler adi altinda Abazaca, Adigece, Arnavut-
ca, Bosnakea, Giirciice, Kurmangca, Lazca, ve Zazaca se¢meli ders-
ler okutulmaya baslanmuistir.

2013

25 Subat:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde cesitli azinlik cemaatlerinin temsilcilerini Basbakan-
lik Resmi Konutu’'nda kabul etmistir.

2 Agustos:

- Gecgmiste gerceklestirilen kanuni diizenleme ile 1990°dan itibaren
dagilmasina veya dagitilmasina karar verilmis tiim vakiflarin tek-
rar acilmasina ve kanunlar cercevesinde faaliyette bulunmasina
imkan saglanmis, Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii idaresine birakilan
gayrimenkullerin de iadesi yoluna gidilmistir.

8 Ekim:

- Mardin ili Midyat il¢esindeki Mor Gabriel (Deyrulumur) Manasti-
rrna ait arazinin vakfa iadesine karar verilmistir.
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Yil icerisinde:
- Anadolu Ajansi, Ingilizce yayin yapmaya baslamistir.

- 2013 yilinda ¢ikarilan yasayla, mahkeme siireclerinde saniga sa-
vunmasini kendisini daha iyi ifade edebilecegi bir dilde yapabilme
hakki getirilmistir.

2014

23 Nisan:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in, bagsbakanligi
doneminde, 1915 olaylarina iliskin, aralarinda Dogu ve Bat1 Erme-
nicenin de bulundugu 9 dilde mesaj yayimlanmastur.

1 Mayis:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, basbakanligi
doneminde Basbakanlik Resmi Konutu'nda Ermeni Patrik Vekili
Aram Atesyan ve beraberindeki heyeti kabul etmistir.

30 Agustos:

- Cemaatlerin dini temsilcileri, Cankaya Koskiinde diizenlenen 30
Agustos Resepsiyonu’na katilmislardir.

28 Kasim:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirkiye'yi zi-
yaret eden Vatikan Devlet Baskani1 Papa Fransuva’y1 Cumhurbas-
kanlig1 Kiilliyesi’nde resmi torenle karsilamistir.
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10 Aralik:

- Cesitli azinlik ve yiiriitme temsilcileri, Avrupa Parlamentosu’nda
gerceklestirilen sempozyuma katilmislardir.

Yil icerisinde:

- Anadolu Ajans, Fransizca, Almanca ve Ispanyolca yayin yapmaya
baslamistir.

2015

15 Subat:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirk Musevi
Cemaati Baskani ishak Ibrahimzadeh’i Beylerbeyi Sarayrnda ka-
bul etmistir.

26 Mart:
- Edirne Biiyiik Sinagogu restorasyonu tamamlanarak 46 yil sonra

tekrar ibadete acilmistir.

2016

9 Subat:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirk Musevi
Cemaati Lideri ishak ibrahimzadeh’i ve Amerika’nin énde gelen
Yahudi kuruluslarindan ‘Conference Of President’ heyetini Cum-
hurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi'nde kabul etmistir.

30 Mart:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, ABD’deki Mu-
sevi kuruluslarin temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.
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19 Eyliil:

- BM 72. Genel Kurulu vesilesiyle ABD’nin New York kentinde te-
maslarda bulunan Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, Yahudi kurulus temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.

19 Kasim:

- Istanbul Edirnekaprdaki Aya Yorgi Patrikhane Kilisesi 3 y1llik res-
torasyonla yenilenerek yeniden ibadete acilmistur.

2018

7 Ocak:

- Istanbul’daki Sveti Stefan Kilisesi (Demir Kilise), Cumhurbaskani-
miz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan ve Bulgaristan eski Basbakani
Boyko Borisov’un katildig1 térenle yeniden hizmete acilmistir.

5 Subat:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Papa Fransu-
va’nin davetlisi olarak Vatikan’a bir ziyaret gerceklestirmistir.

27 Mart:

- Yasal diizenlemeler neticesinde manastir, Kilise ve Siiryani mezar-
Iig1 vasfindaki yaklasik 50 tasinmazin tapular1 Midyat Siiryani
Deyrulumur Mor Gabriel Manastir1 Vakfina devredilmistir. Dii-
zenleme, 27 Mart 2018 tarihli Resmi Gazete’de yayimlanarak yii-
riirliige girmistir.

16 Nisan:

- Batman Gerciis’'te 100 yildir harap ve ibadete kapali durumdaki
Aziz Aho Manastirrnin restorasyonu yapilarak yeniden hizmete
girmesi saglanmistir.



TOPLANTILAR VE GORUSMELER | 137

25 Nisan:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Fener Rum Pat-
rigi Bartholomeos’u Cumhurbaskanlig: Kiilliyesi'nde kabul etmis-
tir.

16 Mayi1s:

- Londra'da temaslarda bulunan Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Haham Elahanan Beck ve beraberindeki Neturei
Karta Ortodoks Musevi Cemaati iiyelerini kabul etmistir.

2019

9 Mart:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Diyarbakirda
Tiirkiye Ermenileri Patrikhanesi Patrik Vekili Baspiskopos Aram
Atesyan ve Keldani Cemaati Patrik Vekili Francois Yakan’1 kabul
etmistir.

23 Temmuz:

- Cumhurbaskanlig: iletisim Baskanliginca Akdamar Kilisesi'ne
0zel web sitesi hazirlanmistir.

- Cumhurbaskanligi iletisim Baskanlig1 tarafindan Topkap: Sarayi
Miizesi'ndeki Aya Irini Kilisesi'nde “Akdamar Kutsal Hac Kilisesi
Fotograf Sergisi” diizenlenmistir.

3 Agustos:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Istanbul Siirya-
ni Kadim Vakfi Mor Efrem Siiryani Kadim Ortodoks Kilisesi Temel
Atma Toreni’ne katilmistir.
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23 Eyliil:

- BM 74. Genel Kurul goriismeleri icin New York’ta bulunan Cum-
hurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, ABD’deki Yahudi ku-
rulus, temsilcileri ile New York civarinda yasayan Tiirkiye vatan-
dasi Musevileri kabul etmistir.

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, BM 74. Genel
Kurul goriismeleri icin gittigi New York’ta Siyonizme Kars1 Yahu-
diler Birligi heyetini kabul etmistir.

Yil icerisinde:

- Tiirkiye'nin ilk Ermenice-Tiirk¢e televizyon kanali1 yayin hayatina
baslamuistir.

2020

29 Temmuz:

- Fener Rum Patrigi Bartholomeos, Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan1 telefonla arayarak, Siimela Manastirrnin
restorasyon calismalarinin ardindan yeniden ziyarete agilmasi
dolayisiyla tesekkiir etmistir.

2021

5 Mayis:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, azinlik cema-
atlerinin temsilcileriyle Cankaya Koskii’'ndeki iftar yemeginde bir
araya gelmistir.

17 Mayis:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Papa Fransuva
ile bir telefon goriismesi gerceklestirmistir. Goriismede, Israil'in
Filistin’e yonelik saldirilar1 ele alinmistir.
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22 Aralik:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirk Yahudi
Toplumu ve Islam Ulkeleri Hahamlar ittifaki iiyelerini Cumhut-
baskanligi Kiilliyesi'nde kabul etmistir.

2022

26 Nisan:

- Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, dini azinlik
cemaatlerinin temsilcileriyle Cumhurbaskanlig: Kiilliyesi'nde dii-
zenlenen iftarda bir araya gelmistir.

1 Mayis:

- 2015 yilindan itibaren ¢evresindeki kaya 1slahi projelerine yonelik
giiclendirme ve restorasyon calismalar1 kapsaminda ziyarete ka-
patilan Stimela Manastiri, restorasyon calismalarinin tamamlan-
masinin ardindan yeniden ziyarete acilmaistir.

7 Mayis:

- Diyarbakir’in Sur ilcesinde, Surp Giragos Ermeni Kilisesi ve Mar
Petyun Keldani Kilises restore edilerek ziyarete acilmistir.

24 Mayis:
- Iletisim Baskanlig1 destegiyle “Pandeminin Ardindan, Yeni Umut-
lar icin El Ele” konseri diizenlenmistir.

18 Haziran:

- Cemaat Vakiflar1 Secim Yonetmeligi Resmi Gazete’de yayimlana-
rak yiiriirlige girmistir.
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20 Eyliil:

BM 77. Genel Kurulu vesilesiyle New York’ta Cumhurbaskanimiz
Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Tiirkevi'nde Diinya Yahudi Kongresi
Baskani Ronald Lauder’i kabul etmistir.

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, BM 77. Genel
Kurulu nedeniyle bulundugu New York’ta Amerikan Yahudi Top-
lumu Cat1 Kuruluslari temsilcilerini kabul etmistir.

2023

20 Subat:

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Hatay'da, Siir-
yani Ortodoks Kilisesi Patrigi Mor ignatius II. Efrem Kerim, Siir-
yani Kadim Cemaati Patrik Vekili Yusuf Cetin, Metroplolit Joseph
Bali, Rahip Haitham Bahhu ve Ghassan Al Chami ile goriismiistiir.

3 Haziran:

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in, Cumhurbas-
kanlig: Kiilliyesi'nde gerceklestirilen Cumhurbaskanligi Goreve
Baslama Toreni'ne azinlik cemaatlerinin temsilcileri de katilmis-
tir.

Yil icerisinde:

Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in katildig to-
renle 2019 yilinda temeli atilan ve Cumhuriyet tarihinde insa edi-
len ilk kilise olma 6zelligini tastyan Mor Efrem Siiryani Kadim Or-
todoks Kilisesi’'nin yapimi tamamlanmastir.
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“Gecmisi giintimiizden 11 bin yul dncesine kadar uzanan
ve insanligin ibadet icin kurdugu ilk yerlesim olarak bi-
linen Gobeklitepe basta olmak iizere farkli donemlere ve
medeniyetlere ait binlerce tarihi ibadet mekdnina sahi-
biz... Tiirkiye her dinden, her inanctan, her mesrepten va-
tandasina ibadet imkdani sunan bir iilkedir. Halihazirda,
lilkemizde sayilart 435°i bulan kilise, sinagog ve havra
ibadete aciktir. Hatta iilkemizde Balat’taki Demir Kili-
se orneginde oldugu gibi restorasyonla ayaga kaldirilan
yeni kiliselere dahi biz destek verdik, bizzat devletin cebi
hiimayunundan bunlari yaptik.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskani
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PREFACE

country’s level of civilisation is dependent upon its economic

and technological progress, as well as its citizens’ capacity to

fully enjoy their freedom of religion and belief. This is how the
global Ottoman State managed to keep its subjects of various beliefs,
cultures, and languages in peace and tranquillity for 6 centuries. It is
our duty to both our history and future generations to carry on this
trait inherited from our forefathers.

With this understanding, we have taken numerous steps over the last
21 years to expand the religious freedom and conscience of all faith
groups living in our country, as well as to meet their demands and ne-
eds. We have not allowed any of our citizens to be marginalised or des-
pised because of their faith, identity, or culture. Despite many troubles
and the destruction brought on by the tragedies experienced in our
region for the last 150 years, we have not let our commitment to co-
existence waver in the least.

At a time when intolerance rises, and cultural racism and fanaticism
spread like a plague all over the world, we see that this encompassing
understanding of our nation to regard diversity as richness gains even
more importance. As members of a civilisation that regards “human
beings as the most honourable of all creations,” we shall continue to
embrace everyone who is connected to Tiirkiye through citizenship
without any discrimination.
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This book, prepared by our Directorate of Communications, is an ex-
ceptional work that portrays our country’s climate of tolerance. I hope
that the work, which I believe will be a source of reference for those
who want to get to know Tiirkiye’s humane and cultural treasures
more closely, will be auspicious, and I congratulate those who cont-
ributed.

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE

RECEP TAYYIiP ERDOGAN
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FOREWORD

iirkiye has a longstanding state tradition of exhibiting toleran-

ce and demonstrating respect for diverse religious and faith

groups. Our ancestors respected the beliefs of the inhabitants
of the lands they conquered, permitted them to freely practice their
religion, and provided the requisite conditions for this. Protecting reli-
gious liberty and houses of worship is essential to our cultural heritage
and historical identity. Protecting these values is essential to preser-
ving the ideal of coexistence based on mutual respect.

In this regard, particularly over the past two decades, numerous signi-
ficant steps and historic reforms have been implemented. In addition
to legal regulations, activities were conducted in the areas of educati-
on, culture, and religion. Students with different beliefs have had the
right to receive education in educational institutions based on their
own beliefs, and many policies and practises supporting the coexis-
tence of different cultures and beliefs have been implemented. The use
of various languages and dialects has been facilitated, and community
foundations’ acquisition and disposition of property has been impro-
ved.
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Since its inception, the Directorate of Communications has carried out
communication campaigns and cultural diplomacy activities aimed at
various religious and faith groups, which contribute to the diversity
of our country. This book is a reflection of the positive developments
taking place in our country, such as social tolerance and a vision that
prioritises the ability of different faiths and cultures to coexist pea-
cefully. We hope that this book will serve as a repository for previous
studies and shed light on future research.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE

PROF. FAHRETTIN ALTUN
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INTRODUCTION

any reforms have been implemented in Tiirkiye over the

last two decades for citizens of various religions and beliefs.

Under the leadership of our President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
democratic improvements in all areas have reached all segments of so-
ciety, regardless of language, religion, or race. Tiirkiye, which regards
different religions, beliefs, and cultural diversity as riches, has mana-
ged to bring these different colours together in the same pattern throu-
ghout history. Problems that had almost become social taboos have
been brought to a permanent resolution, particularly in recent years,
by being guaranteed by laws, regulations, and practises.

The first step taken in the 2000s towards different religious and belief
groups was the repeal of bans on the use of different languages and
dialects. Many improvements have resulted from the European Uni-
on integration packages issued as part of Tiirkiye’s journey to join the
European Union, such as citizens’ ability to use their native language
in their daily lives, open language learning courses, defend themselves
in their native language during court proceedings, conduct interviews
in their native language in the event of detention, and carry out press
and publishing activities in various languages and dialects. Further-
more, in order to encourage publications in different languages and
dialects, minority newspapers can now receive official advertisements
and publish them in their own languages. These developments have
increased the number of minority-owned press and media outlets,
such as private television stations and publishing houses. TRT (41 lan-
guages) and Anadolu Agency (13 languages), two of Tiirkiye’s largest
media organisations, have also begun broadcasting in multiple langu-
ages.
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The acquisition and disposition of immovable property have been fa-
cilitated for minority community foundations. In this context, a new
Foundations Law was enacted, resolving the ownership issues of com-
munity foundations, extending the registration period for immovable
property, and introducing the possibility of reopening closed founda-
tions. The amendment to the Zoning Law expanded freedoms regar-
ding places of worship, added the concept of “Place of Worship” to the
law, and subjected the construction of new places of worship belon-
ging to different religions to the permission of the local authority and
compliance with the zoning legislation. The places of worship of vari-
ous religious and faith groups were repaired at no cost and returned to
their respective foundations.

It has been made possible to conduct academic research on different
languages and dialects at our universities, establish institutes, and of-
fer elective courses. In this context, the ‘Institute of Living Languages
in Tiirkiye’ was established under the Rectorate of Mardin Artuklu
University. Foreign guest students have also been given the oppor-
tunity to study at private educational institutions. Free lessons and
source books in minority schools, elective language courses under the
name “Living Languages and Dialects” (LLD) in secondary schools
(5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades) affiliated with the Ministry of National
Education (MoNE), various aids to families and students included in
the endowments of community foundations, education and training
incentives given to students studying in non-Muslim schools have
been developments that directly contribute to different religious and
faith groups in the field of education.

Many regulations have been implemented to expand the cultural righ-
ts of our non-Muslim citizens. Legal barriers to giving children foreign
names have been removed. The production of printed and audio-vi-
sual publications in multiple languages has been facilitated. Cultural
activities in different languages have been supported by the relevant
institutions, especially the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Presiden-
cy’s Directorate of Communications created a website specifically for
the 1,100-year-old Akdamar Church that offers thorough information
and visual materials in four languages. Additionally, the Directorate
of Communications hosted the “Akdamar Holy Cross Church Photog-
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raph Exhibition” at Hagia Irene Church and the “Hand in Hand for
New Hopes After the Pandemic” concert at the Church of St. Anthony
of Padua. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has published congratula-
tory messages on the religious holidays and days of our citizens with
different religious beliefs and has met with representatives of religious
minority communities at various Iftar (fast-breaking) dinners.

The steps aimed at expanding the areas of freedom for different reli-
gious and faith groups are wider than these. With the amendment of
the law on political parties, the opportunity for political propaganda
in the native language has been introduced. A Prime Ministry circular
was issued, emphasising that minorities must be protected, respec-
ted, and prioritised in official dealings and transactions. The Commu-
nity Foundations Election Regulation, which was agreed upon with
non-Muslim community foundation leaders and opinion leaders, en-
tered into force.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan exhibits a unique sensitivity to the
issue of minorities. In addition to the intensive national and internati-
onal agenda, Erdogan meets with leaders and representatives of diffe-
rent religious and faith groups in various meetings, visits, and recepti-
ons. He has personally participated in nearly 100 meetings as the AK
Party Chairman, Prime Minister, and President.

This study presents a general framework of the democratisation steps
taken for different religious and faith groups in the last 20 years. Wit-
hin the scope of these steps, obstacles to the use of different languages
and dialects have been removed, property acquisition of community
foundations has been facilitated, the education system has been given
a more democratic and pluralistic structure, and in short, comprehen-
sive efforts have been carried out to expand the freedoms and cultural
rights of different religious and faith groups. All these developments
result from intensive meetings and interviews with the stakeholders
of the subject.

In his “Century of Tiirkiye” vision, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
emphasises a rights-based approach for all social segments: “The Cen-
tury of Tiirkiye is a century of the righteous. Throughout our lives, we
have endeavoured to establish a political and social order in which



152 | RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY AND SHARED UNDERSTANDING PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE WITHIN THE SAME GEOGRAPHY

the right, not the strong, reigns supreme. We seek to ensure the full
exercise of fundamental freedoms and the functioning of democracy,
which will serve as a safeguard for the right. For this purpose, we will
further develop together the regulations that will guarantee the rights,
law, and future of each individual without discrimination, particularly
on the basis of ethnicity and faith.”

Tiirkiye will continue to take concrete and permanent steps in all are-
as regarding its efforts to live peacefully under the same sky with dif-
ferent religious and faith groups today as it did yesterday.
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Chapter One
Removal Of Barriers To
The Use Of Diverse
Languages And Dialects

As Part of Democratisation Efforts,
Opportunities for the Study and
Development of Diverse Languages
and Dialects Have Been Made
Available.

ith the adoption of the Third EU Harmonisation Package in

s ’s ) 2002, it became possible to broadcast in a variety of tradi-
tional languages and dialects used by citizens in addition

to Turkish, the official language. In the same year, it became possible
to establish private courses for the study of various languages and

dialects. By establishing the necessary infrastructure, it was ensured
that the courses could be opened in 2003.

Within the framework of this initiative, which was continued in sub-
sequent years, legal barriers to broadcasting in languages and dia-
lects other than Turkish on private televisions and TRT were lifted
in 2003. The regulation drafted in this context made it possible to
broadcast radio and television in a variety of languages and dialects.
As of 2023, TRT broadcasts in 41 languages and dialects through 18
television channels, 17 radio channels, and digital platforms.

In 2008, the issue was legally secured, and all barriers related to it
were removed from private radio and television channels and TRT.
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Private radios and televisions were also enabled to broadcast in mul-
tiple languages and dialects without interruption. In addition, with
the amendment made to the Advertising Regulation of the Turkish
Radio and Television Corporation, it has become possible to broad-
cast advertisements in the same language and dialect as the broad-
cast on channels that transmit in different languages and dialects.

With these changes, broadcasting in different languages and dialects
has been legally guaranteed. Anadolu Agency (AA), Tiirkiye’s largest
news agency, in addition to Turkish, also broadcasts in 13 languages,
including English, Arabic, Bosnian, Russian, French, Kurdish/Sorani,
Kurdish/Kurmanji, Persian, Albanian, Macedonian, Indonesian, and
Spanish.

As a result of these regulations, Tiirkiye’s first Armenian-Turkish te-
levision channel started broadcasting in 2019.

In 2009, the regulation allowing prison detainees and convicts to
communicate with their relatives in their mother tongue came into
force. This prohibition, which previously caused discontent among
our citizens who did not speak Turkish or who could express them-
selves more effectively in another language, has been eliminated, and
their communication rights and freedoms have been expanded.

Since 2012, newspapers belonging to minorities have been allowed to
publish official advertisements. According to the General Assembly
Decision of the Directorate General of Press Advertisement published
on February 28, 2012, newspapers belonging to minorities referred to
in the Lausanne Treaty have been permitted to publish official adver-
tisements upon a written application

This development is considered an important step towards impro-
ving the financial situation of minority newspapers. Within the
framework of this decision, a Greek publishing house began its ac-
tivities on June 4, 2012, after an interval of approximately 50 years
(General Assembly Decision No. 195, dated 17/2/2012, Official Gazette:
28/2/2012, No. 28218).

The 2013 law made it possible for defendants to present their defence
in a language in which they could better express themselves in court
proceedings.
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Chapter Two
Facilitation Of Property Ownership
For Community Foundations

Significant Improvements and
Facilitations Have Been Provided for
Minority Community Foundations in
Acquiring and Disposing of Immovable
Property.

ce in 1935, minorities were asked in 1936 to submit a declaration

within six months. Legal entities belonging to foundations that
issued declarations are defined as community foundations in today’s
law. In addition, regardless of who the property owner is registered as
in the deed, all the immovables they declare in their declarations are
allowed to be registered in their own names. In short, minorities were
both named as community foundations and had the opportunity to
register their immovables with their submitted declaration.

I n accordance with the Law on Foundations, which came into for-

Community foundations were able to acquire immovable property
through donations, bequests, and purchases from 1936 until 1974. Fol-
lowing the decision of the Court of Cassation in 1974, the immovables
acquired by community foundations between 1936 and 1974 through
donations, bequests, and purchases were returned to their former ow-
ners, and some of these properties were transferred to the Treasury,
the Directorate General of Foundations, or third parties.

In 2003, for the first time, regulations were made within the fra-
mework of EU harmonisation laws to solve the problems experienced
in the registration of the immovables declared in the 1936 Declarati-
ons, as well as the transfer of the immovables acquired after 1936 to
their former owners and similar issues.
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In accordance with Law No. 5737 on Foundations, which
entered into force in 2008,

- Immovable properties registered in the 1936 Declarations, which
are registered under figurative or fictitious names and are still un-
der their disposal, and immovable properties currently registered
in the name of the Treasury and the Directorate General of Foun-
dations on grounds of not being able to acquire property shall be
registered in the name of their foundations. With this regulation,
many immovable properties were registered in the name of the
foundation.

- The ownership issue was resolved by changing the name on the tit-
le deed. Thus, within the scope of Article 7 of the aforementioned
law, it was decided to register such immovable properties in the
name of community foundations.

- Many immovable properties were acquired by community founda-
tions.

Among the shortcomings observed during the implementation of
both regulations, in order to solve the problems regarding the immo-
vables registered in the 1936 Declaration and whose owner’s name is
unclear, immovables registered in the name of the Treasury, Direc-
torate General of Foundations, municipalities and special provincial
administrations for reasons other than expropriation, sale and barter,
the registration of cemeteries and fountains registered in the name of
public institutions in the title deeds in the name of their foundations,
and payment of the fair value of immovables registered in the names
of third parties on behalf of their foundations that were purchased by
community foundations or registered in the names of the Treasury or
the Directorate General of Foundations on the grounds of inability to
acquire property despite being bequeathed or donated to community
foundations, Provisional Article 11 was added to the Law No. 5737 on
Foundations on 27.08.2011.

The article in question is as follows:
“Community Foundations’

a) immovables registered in the 1936 Declaration and whose ow-
ner’s name is unclear,
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b) immovables registered in the name of the Treasury, Directorate
General of Foundations, municipalities and special provincial ad-
ministrations for reasons other than expropriation, sale and barter,

c) cemeteries and fountains registered in the 1936 Declaration and
registered in the name of public institutions shall be registered in
the name of community foundations by the relevant land registry
offices following the Assembly’s affirmative decision if the app-
lication is made within twelve months of the date of entry into
force of this article, together with the rights and obligations in the
land registry records.

The fair value of immovables registered in the names of third parties
on behalf of their foundations that were purchased by community
foundations or registered in the names of the Treasury or the Direc-
torate General of Foundations on the grounds of inability to acquire
property despite being bequeathed or donated to community founda-
tions shall be paid by the Treasury or Directorate General. The pro-
cedures and principles regarding the implementation of this article
shall be governed by a regulation.”

The Regulation on the Implementation of Provisional Article 11 of
Law no 5737 on Foundations entered into force upon promulgation in
the Official Gazette No. 28071 dated 01/10/2011, and the evaluations
regarding the applications made within this scope were finalised by
the end of 2014.

With Provisional Article 11 of Law No. 5737, a solution was reached by

- deciding to register 333 immovable properties in the name of their
foundations,

- paying for 21 immovable properties.

In addition, the ownership of 55 immovable properties that are ceme-
teries and places of worship (churches, monasteries, etc.) within the
scope of Provisional Article 13 added to this law on 27.03.2018 was
transferred to 4 Assyrian foundations.

With all these regulations between 2003-2018,
it has been decided to

- register 1084 immovable properties in the name of community
foundations,
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- pay the value of 21 immovable properties to community foundati-
ons, IN TOTAL

Moreover, school-qualified charitable immovables, which are not
used by community foundations, are converted into income-genera-
ting real property.

Within the Framework of the Third EU Harmonisation
Package, Elimination of Ownership Problems of Community
Foundations

The amendment to Article 1 of the Law on Foundations has improved
the ability of community foundations to acquire and dispose of im-
movable property (Article 4 of Law No. 4771).

Within the Framework of the Sixth EU Harmonisation
Package, Extension of the Application Period for the
Registration of Immovable Property of Community
Foundations

With an amendment to the Law on Foundations, the 6-month period
for applications for the registration of immovable properties determi-
ned to be under the disposal of community foundations in the name
of the foundation was increased to 18 months (provisional article ad-
ded to the Law No. 2762 on Foundations by Article 2 of Law No. 4928).

Within the Framework of the Seventh EU Harmonisation
Package, Facilitating the Acquisition of Property by
Community Foundations

With the amendment to the regulation, it has been facilitated for com-
munity foundations to acquire and dispose of immovable property;
the requirement to obtain permission from the Council of Ministers
for the registration of immovable property in the name of the founda-
tion has been abolished, and the grant of permission has been vested
in the Directorate General of Foundations (Regulation on the Acqu-
isition of Immovable Property by Community Foundations, Official
Gazette: 24/1/2003, No. 25003).
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Enactment of the New Law on Foundations

A new “Law on Foundations” was enacted as an important step towar-
ds strengthening civil society. One hundred and eighty-one immovab-
le properties were registered in the name of community foundations
upon their application under Provisional Article 7 of the Law, which
introduced significant improvements in property rights (Law No. 5737
dated 20/2/2008, Official Gazette: 27/2/2008, No. 26800).

Repair and Restitution of Places of Worship Used by Citizens of
Diverse Faith Groups

As part of freedom of worship, the repair of places of worship used by
citizens of diverse faith groups has been continued, in addition to the
restitution of real estate to community foundations. In this context,
the Surp Giragos Church in Diyarbakir, whose restoration work was
completed, reopened for worship in October 2011. The Vortvoks Vo-
rodman Church, which is owned by the Kumkapi Virgin Mary Church
and School Foundation, reopened for worship in December 2011 with
a ceremony.

Following the evaluation of applications to the Directorate General
of Foundations, the Council of Foundations recognised Izmir Jewish
Community under the name “Izmir Jewish Community Foundation,”
Surp Hag Tibrevank High School under the name “Surp Hag Tibre-
vank High School Foundation,” and Beyoglu Central Greek Girls’
School under the name “Beyoglu Central Greek Girls’ School Foun-
dation” as legal entities with the status of community foundation.
Furthermore, the Council of Foundations determined and registered
the ruling personalities of the Surp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Catholic
Church of Chiosagaci in Beyoglu.

With the decision of the Council of Foundations within the Directora-
te General of Foundations, the way has been paved for the free alloca-
tion of places of worship such as churches and synagogues to commu-
nity foundations under the administration of the General Directorate.
The Sacre Coeur (Sacred Heart) Church in Taksim, Istanbul, was first
given to the Syriac Catholic Church Foundation free of charge for 49
years under the terms of the decision. In a similar vein, the free alloca-
tion of the Church of St. John the Baptist (Mar Yuhanna Church) was
made to the Arsuz Greek Orthodox Church Foundation in Hatay.
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With the amendment made in this context, the statement “The usage
fee may not be charged for charitable immovables allocated to public
institutions and organisations and used in accordance with the purpo-
se contained in the foundation, as well as immovables used as places of
worship” has been added to the Regulation on Foundations.

As aresult, the free allocation that was previously reserved for founda-
tion mosques is now being extended to other places of worship such as
churches and synagogues.

Private Fener Greek Secondary School and High School
Halic - Istanbul
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The following are the immovables repaired by the Directorate
General of Foundations:

Grand Synagogue of Edirne,
Aya Nikola Church in Gok¢eada, Canakkale,
Aya Marina Greek Orthodox Church, Gok¢eada, Canakkale,

Syriac Catholic Church in Iskenderun, Hatay (allocated to the Is-
tanbul Syriac Catholic Foundation by the decision of the Council of
Foundations),

Greek Catholic Church in Iskenderun, Hatay (allocated to the Foun-
dation of the Greek Catholic Church of Antakya by the decision of the
Council of Foundations),

Armenian Protestant Church in Sur, Diyarbakir,

Armenian Catholic Church in Sur, Diyarbakar,

Surp Giragos Armenian Church in Diyarbakir,

Fevkani Church in Nizip, Gaziantep,

Gaziantep Synagogue in Sahinbey,

Cunda Taxiarchis (Aya Nikola) Church in Ayvalik, Balikesir,
Church of St. John the Baptist (Mar Yuhanna Church) in Arsuz, Hatay,
Hatay Yayladagi Greek Orthodox Church

Saint George Church in Alanya, Antalya,

Kalekdy Monastery in Gokceada, Canakkale,

French Church in Osmangazi, Bursa,

Central Italian Church in Edirne,

Aya Yorgi (Greek Orthodox) Church in Fatih, Istanbul,
Central St. Peter- St. Paul Church in Adiyaman,

Central Synagogue in Kilis,

Kastoria Synagogue in Fatih, Istanbul,

St. Stephen Church in Istanbul,



170 | RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY AND SHARED UNDERSTANDING PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE WITHIN THE SAME GEOGRAPHY

Immovables Undergoing Repair or Restoration
« Turisina Monastery (and Library) in Fatih, Istanbul,
« Sina Baldukyasko (Terra Santa) Church in Beyoglu, Istanbul,

« Andonyan Monastery in Beyoglu, Istanbul,

Immovables Under Project Preparation

« Armenian Church of the Village of Yogunoluk in Samandag, Hatay,
« Turisina Monastery in Istanbul,

« Central Synagogue in Kilis,

+ Yildiz Village Chapel in Gok¢eada,

Hatay Iskenderun Syriac Catholic Church




FACILITATION OF PROPERTY OWNERSHIP FOR COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS | 171

Fevkani Church in Nizip, Gaziantep
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Cunda Taxiarchis (Aya Nikola) Church in Ayvalik
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Return of the Land of the Mor Gabriel Monastery to the
Relevant Foundation

As a result of the lawsuit filed by the Treasury, the land belonging
to the Mor Gabriel (Deyrulumur) Monastery in the Midyat district of
Mardin province was transferred to the Treasury. As it is understood
that the Deyrulumur Syriac Monastery Foundation meets the condi-
tions outlined in Provisional Article 11 of the Law on Foundations da-
ted 20/2/2008 and numbered 5737, the Council of Foundations of the
Prime Ministry Directorate General of Foundations has unanimously
decided to return the 12 parcels to the foundation in question. The
victimisation of Syriac society has been eliminated with this regula-
tion, which guarantees the property rights of our citizens (8/10/2013).

The Midyat Deyrulumur Syriac (Mor Gabriel) Monastery Foundation
received the deeds to approximately 55 immovable properties, which
are monasteries, churches, and Syriac cemeteries, as a result of legal
regulations enacted in 2018. The regulation, prepared with the appro-
val of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, entered into force through its
promulgation in the Official Gazette dated March 27, 2018, within the
scope of the “Law on Amendments to Tax Laws and Certain Laws and
Decree Laws” numbered 7103, following its adoption by the Parliament.
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A plot and a cemetery belonging to the Kuzguncuk Ayios Pantelei-
mon Greek Orthodox Church Foundation, a plot of the Kandilli Greek
Orthodox Church of the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ Foundation,
and a cemetery requested by the Ayazma and Kadikoy Surp Takavor
Armenian Church Aramyan Umcuyan School and Cemetery Founda-
tion are among the returned land and immovables. The Foundation
of the Bulgarian Orthodox Exarchate has acquired the right to retrie-
ve seven properties in Istanbul. Among these plots, there is also a 59
thousand square metre plot of land in Sisli, on which there are two
vocational high schools and a college.

The Grand Synagogue of Edirne, the third largest synagogue in Euro-
pe, was reopened for worship on March 26, 2015, following the comp-
letion of restoration work begun in 2010.



Grand Synagogue of Edirne (Pre-Restoration State)
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The First Worship in the Grand Synagogue of Edirne After 46 Years (March 26, 2015)
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Enabling the Reopening of Previously Closed Foundations

In the past, many foundations have been shut down and their assets
confiscated in a manner typical of non-democratic intervention du-
ring the difficult processes our country has been undergoing. The re-
opening of these foundations, which were shuttered by decisions of
courts with disputable compliance with international law, represents
an essential step for settling grievances and promoting the establis-
hment of justice.

With the legal regulation implemented in this regard, it has been pos-
sible to reopen all foundations that have been dissolved or disbanded
since 1990 and to operate within the framework of the laws, as well as
to return the real estate left to the administration of the Directorate
General of Foundations (Law No. 6495 of 12/7/2013, Official Gazette:
2/8/2013, No. 28726).

Surp Hag Tibrevank High School

Under the name “Surp Hag Tibrevank High School Foundation”, Surp
Ha¢ Tibrevank High School was granted legal status as a community
foundation in 2011.
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Galata Greek Primary School

The Directorate General of Foundations returned the school building
belonging to the Galata Greek Primary School Foundation in Febru-
ary 2012.

Beyoglu Central Greek Girls’ School

Under the name “Beyoglu Central Greek Girls’ School Foundation”,
Beyoglu Central Greek Girls’ School was granted legal status as a
community foundation. The Foundation has taken steps towards the
establishment of a higher education institution in the school building
of the Beyoglu Central Greek Girls’ School Foundation.
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Within the Framework of the Sixth EU Harmonisation
Package, Expansion of the Freedoms of Our Citizens
Belonging to Diverse Religions and Beliefs Regarding Places
of Worship

The Zoning Law has been amended to expand the religious freedoms
of citizens of diverse religions and beliefs with regard to places of
worship. With this amendment, the term “mosque” has been replaced
with “place of worship” in the Zoning Law. Consequently, other pla-
ces of worship were included in the scope of this law.

With this amendment, it is also foreseen that “necessary places of
worship will be reserved in the arrangement of zoning plans, taking
into consideration the conditions of the planned town and region and
potential needs.”

In this context, it is intended to eliminate complaints regarding the
construction of places of worship belonging to other religions by int-
roducing the regulation “Places of worship may be constructed in
provinces, districts, and towns upon obtaining the permission of the
head of the civil administration and in accordance with the zoning
legislation” (Amendment to Additional Article 2 of Zoning Law No.
3194 by Article 9 of Law No. 4928).

Easter Mass (Hatay)
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Syriac Church - Easter Holiday Mass (Mardin)




PP IIEEIRIRS
Iaiiiaterieriane




03

Bringing The Education
e =i System To A More
= Democratic And
Pluralistic Structure

o s S S— ———







BRINGING THE EDUCATION SYSTEM TO A MORE DEMOCRATIC AND PLURALISTIC STRUCTURE | 187

Chapter Three
Bringing The Education System To
A More Democratic And
Pluralistic Structure

Enabling the Establishment of
Institutes, Teaching of Elective
Courses and Academic Research to
be Conducted in Our Universities on
Different Languages and Dialects

ithin the framework of the Cabinet decision dated

s ’s / 12/10/2009 for the establishment of the “Institute of Living
Languages in Tiirkiye” affiliated to the Rectorate of Mar-

din Artuklu University, the “Institute of Living Languages in Tiirki-
ye” has been established, with “Syriac Language and Culture” as one

of its departments. The Institute offers postgraduate education in Sy-
riac (Official Gazette: 1/12/2009, No. 27419).

Currently, minority schools, including Greek (18 schools), Armenian
(34 schools), and Jewish (5 schools), are defined as private schools
that are within the scope of the Law on Private Education Instituti-
ons and attended by students from minorities who are citizens of the
Republic of Tiirkiye. These schools exercise their fundamental righ-
ts and freedoms in the broadest sense within the framework of the
Constitution and laws of the Republic of Tiirkiye and continue their
educational activities.
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Improving the Right to Education of Diverse Faith Groups

As of the 2010-2011 academic year, Armenian textbooks were pro-
duced by the Ministry of National Education and distributed free of
charge in Armenian schools in order to enhance the right to educati-
on of citizens belonging to diverse faith groups. The free course and
reference book programme is being expanded to include other mino-
rity schools.

Continuing the Positive Steps in the Field of Education and
Culture towards Diverse Faith Groups

Article 51/5 of the Regulation on Private Education Institutions of the
Ministry of National Education permitted also international students
with guest status to study in private institutions (Official Gazette:
20/3/2012, No. 28239).

One of the significant regulations made in the field of education is the
provision of elective language courses in secondary schools (5th, 6th,
7th, and 8th grades) affiliated with the Ministry of National Educa-
tion (MoNE) under the title “Living Languages and Dialects” (LLD).
Since 2012, elective courses in Abkhazian, Adyghe language, Alba-
nian, Bosnian, Georgian, Kurmanji, Lazuri, and Zazaki are taught
under Living Languages and Dialects in schools affiliated with the
Ministry of National Education.

The Directorate General of Foundations started to provide assistance
to families and students in need who are included in the foundation
charters of community foundations. In this context, the food expen-
ses of 152 students studying at the Gedikpasa Surp Hovhannes Chur-
ch hall in Istanbul were covered for the first time. Assistance provi-
ded for students continues on a regular basis.

The Ministry of National Education’s education incentive for students
attending private schools has also been expanded to cover non-Mus-
lim schools. While this assistance is subject to a quota for students
attending private Turkish schools since the 2014-2015 academic year,
a positive privilege is granted to minority schools, and education and
training support is paid to all students.
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With the regulation made in the internal legislation of the Ministry
of National Education in 2015, significant conveniences were intro-
duced to meet the need for teachers in minority schools. The salaries
of teachers assigned to teach Turkish and Turkish culture courses in
minority schools are paid from the ministry budget.

Students were allowed to be tested on questions about their religion
in the Transition from Basic Education to the Secondary Education
exam (TEOG). This practice continues in the High School Entrance
System (LGS) exams.
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Chapter Four
Extending The Cultural Rights Of
Diverse Religions And
Faith Groups

Many regulations have been adopted
and efforts have been made in Tiirkiye
where people of various religions and
faiths coexist, to conserve the cultural
legacy of our non-Muslim citizens.

Within the Framework of the Sixth EU Harmonisation
Package;

July 19, 2003, various prohibitive phrases regarding naming child-
ren were abolished with amendments to the Population Services
Law.

In the Sixth Harmonisation Package, which entered into force on

The scope of the ban on films, videos, and musical compositions was
restricted, and the administrative authorities were required to sub-
mit their ban orders to the judge for approval within 24 hours. The
National Security Council (NSC) representative has been dismissed
from the Cinema, Video, and Music Works Supervision Board. (July
15,2003, 6th Harmonisation Package, Law No. 4928)
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Supporting Cultural Activities in Different Languages

Institutions such as the Ministry of Culture and Tourism support cul-
tural activities in different languages. In 2012, a work in Syriac and
Turkish titled “Kilise Atalar1 Tarafindan ‘Kutsal Ruh’un Kavalr’ Ola-
rak Adlandirilan Siiryani Mor Efrem’in Siirleri” (Poems of St. Eph-
rem dubbed ‘The Pied Piper of the Holy Spirit’ by Church Elders) was
published.

Permit to Post Official Advertisements

With the Resolution of the General Assembly of the Press Advertise-
ment Institution promulgated in the Official Gazette dated February
28, 2012, newspapers published by members of the community who
are considered to be in “minority” status according to the Lausanne
Peace Treaty were granted the permit to publish official advertise-
ments upon a written request. After the implementation, which is one
of the most significant steps to strengthen the economic situation of
minority newspapers, a Greek publishing house started its activities
for the first time after a break of about fifty years.

Akdamar Holy Cross Church Website

As part of the Presidency’s Directorate of Communication’s initiative
to introduce the unique Anatolian heritage to the world by removing
time and space constraints, a special website was designed for the
1100-year-old Akdamar Church. The website, which offers compre-
hensive information and visual materials in four languages, inclu-
ding Turkish, English, French, and German, went online for visitors
at the address www.akdamarkilisesi.gov.tr.

The website, which includes VR videos and 360-degree photos cre-
ated using cutting-edge imaging technology, provides information
about the history of the Akdamar Church, its architecture, various
church parts, and the restoration work done so far. A 360-degree vir-
tual tour of Akdamar Church is available on the website created for
the preservation of cultural heritage.



AGHTAMAR HOLY CROSS CHURCH
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Akdamar Holy Cross Church Photograph Exhibition

“Akdamar Holy Cross Church Photograph Exhibition” was organised
by the Presidency’s Directorate of Communications at the Hagia Ire-
ne Church in the Topkapi Palace Museum. The exhibition’s opening
ceremony, which began with viewing the documentary “Hidden Mo-
numents of Anatolia Unearthed: Akdamar,” which depicts the chur-
ch, also included a message from President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said: “We have taken under protec-
tion Akdamar Church, an important centre of faith for the Christian
world and especially the Armenian people, with our historical cons-
ciousness and ethical duty of conserving cultural heritages. We have
diligently kept our common cultural heritage alive and handed it
down to future generations. One by one, we have brought to light the
monuments of Anatolia hidden in various faiths and cultures. We have
regarded this as the wealth of our country. It is our greatest desire to
maintain our delicate work with your support and restore our cultural
legacy to the value it deserves. On this lovely evening, I would like to
extend my best regards to you, who portray the most beautiful photog-
raph of our country’s cultural wealth.”
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“Hand in Hand for New Hopes After the Pandemic” Concert

The “Hand in Hand for New Hopes After the Pandemic” concert was
organised with the support of the Presidency’s Directorate of Com-
munications. Director of Communications Prof Fahrettin Altun, for
the concert, said, “The gathering of valuable representatives from Ar-
menian, Greek, Assyrian, Jewish and Chaldean communities for this
event in the beautiful setting of St. Antoine Church, in my opinion, is
the best illustration of the culture of coexistence.”

During the concert held at St. Antoine Church, soloist Dr. Karin Cu-
bukciyan was accompanied by organist Anna Gevorgyan Ugurluyan.
A repertoire of works by Giuseppe Verdi, Marco Frisina, Franz Schu-
bert, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Alexander Harutyunyan, Giulio
Caccini, Alessandro Stradella, Henry Purcell, William Gomez, Magar
Yegmalian, and Gomidas Vartabed was performed in the concert.
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Iftar Organisations

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who came together with different
segments of society during Ramadan, also met with representatives
of religious minority communities at Iftar organisations at various
times.
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Congratulatory messages

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan congratulates our citizens of diffe-
rent faiths by publishing a message on the occasion of religious holi-
days and days.

Message on Easter
“I congratulate our Christian citizens on Easter.

We continue to keep alive our features of unity, solidarity
and brotherhood on the Anatolian lands, where different
faiths, cultures and traditions have from the past to the
present lived in peace and tranquility.

We see each and every one of our citizens under the roof
of the Republic of Tiirkiye as a unique value of this great
nation, and walk together shoulder to shoulder towards a
stronger and more prosperous future.

On the occasion of Easter, I wish well-being to our Christi-
an citizens and all the Christians in the world.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President
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Message on Passover

“I congratulate from the bottom of my heart our Jewish
citizens on the occasion of Pesach.

That our Jewish citizens, with whom we have for centu-
ries shared the same lands, and who have contributed
a lot to our country’s development in every area, live in
peace, security and tranquility is the assurance of our
country’s unity.

Our august nation has once again shown in the face of the
earthquake disaster that occurred on February 6 that
they are capable of overcoming any adversity by joining
forces.

Our Jewish citizens, who have since the very first moment
of the earthquakes acted in a spirit of solidarity, have
displayed a praiseworthy stance as well.

I congratulate all my Jewish citizens on their sensitivity
that has strengthened our unity and solidarity as the 85
million.

I share our Jewish citizens’ joy on the occasion of Pesach,
and wish well-being to them and all Jewish people.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President
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Message on Hanukkah

“On the occasion of Hanukkah, I wholeheartedly congra-
tulate our citizens of Jewish faith.

Our Jewish citizens, with whom we live together in a
strong sense of unity, solidarity and belonging, are an in-
separable part of our society, as has been the case in the
past.

While antisemitism, Islamophobia and xenophobia th-
reaten social peace today in many countries as well as
global peace, the unity and solidarity, all our citizens
display in our country with mutual respect, love and un-
derstanding without any discrimination, sets an excepti-
onal example to the entire world.

With these thoughts in mind, I hope Hanukkah may bring
well-being to all the Jewish people, especially our Jewish
citizens, and extend my most heartfelt greetings to them.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President
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Message on Christmas

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to our Christian ci-
tizens on the Christmas.

We consider the presence of different religions and cultu-
res to be a richness in line with the values of our civilizati-
on. This understanding, which forms the basis of our na-
tion’s peace, security, unity and solidarity, is our biggest
strength that will ensure our peaceful co-existence in the
Sfuture as well.

I hope that the Christmas, which our Christian citizens
celebrate in accordance with their faith, will further rein-
Jorce the climate of solidarity.

With these thoughts and feelings, I once again congratu-
late and wish welfare to all the Christian world on Christ-
mas, first and foremost our own Christian citizens.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President
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Message on Rosh Hashanah

I wholeheartedly congratulate our Jewish citizens on
Rosh Hashanah.

The fact that our citizens with different faiths have been
living together in peace for centuries is one of the main fe-
atures that always make our country strong.

ILam fully confident that this richness we have will further
elevate our country in every area.

I'would like to take this opportunity to extend my wishes
that Rosh Hashanah, which marks the start of the new
year in the Hebrew calendar, may bring peace and welfa-
re to all the Jews, including our Jewish citizens.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President
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Chapter Five
Extending The Areas Of Freedom
Of Diverse Religious And
Faith Groups

Political Propaganda in Different
Languages and Dialects Has Been
Made Possible

egal barriers to the right to political propaganda, a prerequisite
of freedom of expression and association, have been removed

by expanding the scope of the law on political parties. As a re-
sult, political parties can address the public in the various languages
and dialects utilised by our citizens in their electoral activities (Law
No. 5980 of 8/4/2010, Official Gazette: 10/4/2010, No. 27548).

With the instructions of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and in line
with the requests of both the minority representatives and the rep-
resentatives of the community foundations for a new Community
Foundations Election Regulation to carry out the management pro-
cesses and representations of community foundations more democ-
ratically, the provision “A provision will be added to the Foundations
Regulation regarding the establishment and election of boards of di-
rectors for non-Muslim community foundations” has been included
in 4.3.f of the Human Rights Action Plan activity titled 4.3. Ensuring
Freedom of Religion and Conscience in the Broadest Sense.
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The “Community Foundations Election Regulation” was drafted as
part of the Action Plan. The Regulation, which was agreed upon by
the leaders and opinion leaders of non-Muslim community foundati-
ons, went into effect on June 18, 2022, following its publication in the
Official Gazette.

There are 167 minority community foundations in Tiirkiye, including
77 Greek, 54 Armenian, 19 Jewish, 10 Assyrian, 3 Chaldean, 2 Bulgari-
an, 1 Georgian, and 1 Maronite foundation.

Protection of Citizens of Various Faiths

A Prime Ministry circular was issued to protect citizens of various fa-
ith groups and encourage respect for them. The circular emphasised
that citizens of various faiths are an inseparable part of Tiirkiye, and
all state institutions were reminded that, as required by law, these
citizens should not be subjected to inconveniences in their work and
transactions with public institutions and that their rights should not
be compromised (Circular No. 2010/13, Official Gazette: 13/5/2010,
27580).

Facilitating the Exercise of Freedom of Religion

In our country, where various religions and beliefs coexist, many re-
gulations and efforts have been made to allow non-Muslim citizens
to fulfil their religious obligations and preserve their cultural and re-
ligious heritage. Many places of worship belonging to many religions
and beliefs have been restored and reopened to this end.

Akdamar Church

The Akdamar Church restoration began in 2005 and was finished in
2007. Following the completion of the restoration, the historical chur-
ch was opened as a memorial museum in 2007 with an international
ceremony. On September 19, 2010, the church hosted a service led by
Archbishop Aram Atesyan, General Vicar of the Spiritual General As-
sembly of the Armenian Patriarchate in Tiirkiye. This went down in
history as the first service held here after a 95-year break.
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Grand Synagogue of Edirne

The Grand Synagogue of Edirne, the largest synagogue in Tiirkiye
and the third largest synagogue in Europe, was restored in 2015 and
hosted a wedding ceremony for the first time in 41 years. The Jewish
community gathers at the Grand Synagogue of Edirne on special days
and holidays for worship, and the Synagogue also accommodates cul-
tural and artistic events in the city.
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Aya Yorgi Church

After 3 years of restoration, Aya Yorgi Church, or Cathedral of St. Ge-
orge, in Edirnekap, Istanbul, reopened for worship on November 19,
2017. In addition to landscaping, the restoration of the church, the
school building, the clergy house, the fountain, and the garden boun-
dary wall all began in 2014..
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St. Stephen Church

The St. Stephen Church (Iron Church) in Istanbul, which was built
with cast iron and steel, was restored from 2011 to 2018 and reope-
ned on January 7, 2018 with a ceremony attended by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and the Turkish and Bulgarian prime ministers at
the time.
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Mor Aho Monastery

The Mor Aho Monastery in Gerciis, Batman, which had been in ruins
and closed for 100 years, was restored and reopened for worship on
March 26, 2018. After 100 years, Assyrians who came from abroad to
attend the inauguration lit candles in the monastery again.
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Sumela Monastery

The Trabzon Sumela Monastery, one of the most significant religi-
ous tourism destinations in Tiirkiye, reopened for worship on August
15, 2010 for the first time in 90 years. About 3,000 Christian citizens
attended the first service, which was of great interest to the Ortho-
dox world. The Sumela Monastery, which had been closed to visitors
since 2015 due to strengthening and restoration efforts for rock reha-
bilitation projects around it, reopened to the visitors on May 1, 2022,
following the completion of the restoration efforts.
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Surp Giragos Armenian Church and Mar Petyun Chaldean
Church

The opening ceremony of the Surp Giragos (Saint Cyricus) Armenian
Church and Mar Petyun (Saint Anthony) Chaldean Church in the Sur
district of Diyarbakir, which were damaged by PKK’s terrorist attacks
in 2015 and restored under the guidance of the Directorate General of
Foundations, was held on May 7, 2022. Candles were lit and prayers
were performed in the church where the consecration ceremony was
held by ringing the bell on May 8, 2022.
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Mor Ephrem Syriac Ancient Orthodox Church

The construction of the Mor Ephrem Syriac Ancient Orthodox Chur-
ch, the first church built in the Republic’s history, was completed in
2019 with a ceremony attended by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The bell tower of the church, which was constructed on a 700-squ-
are-meter area where the Latin Catholic Cemetery is located in Ye-
silkdy, was influenced by the monasteries in Mardin. In addition to
contemporary architecture, the church’s architecture is influenced by
the Assyrian churches and monasteries of Mardin.
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Chapter Six
Meetings And Talks

des resolving the issues of non-Muslim citizens and ensuring

T he vision of the Century of Tiirkiye and democratisation inclu-
that they have the same rights and liberties as other citizens.

In line with this vision, a series of meetings, talks, and gatherings were
held under the leadership of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. As a
result of these meetings and talks, which included representatives of
various religious and faith groups, numerous legal arrangements and
practices have been implemented to ensure the democratic rights of
these communities.

Since 2002, these meetings and talks have been significant as they
reflect the freedom of diverse cultures and belief groups, which bear
traces of the history of civilisation in our country spanning tens of
thousands of years.
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December 10, 2002

During his visit to the US as the Chairperson of AK Party, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with the representatives of the Jewish
communities in Washington.

August 28,2003

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received the Fener Greek Patriarch Bartholomew.
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September 11,2003

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received the Chief Rabbi of the Jewish Community, Isak Haleva,
at the Prime Ministry.

October 12,2004

During his time as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
received the Head of the American Jewish Committee delegation,
Barry Jacobs, and the accompanying delegation at the Prime Mi-
nistry.
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December 05,2004

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
attended the opening of the Surp Pirgic Armenian Hospital Founda-
tion Museum.

December 08, 2004

With the representatives of the three religions, President Recep Tay-
yip Erdogan inaugurated the “Tolerance Square and the Garden of
Religions” that was constructed in the Belek district of Antalya du-
ring his tenure as prime minister.
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June 28,2006

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan delivered a speech at the inauguration of the exhibition Glimpses
of Jewish Life in the Ottoman-Turkish Society at the Council of Euro-
pe building.

October 06,2006

During his term as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
received four religious leaders, as well as Angela Merkel, the then
Chancellor of Germany. The Mufti of Istanbul Mustafa Cagirici, the
Fener Greek Patriarch Bartholomew, the Armenian Patriarch of Tiir-
kiye Mesrob II and the Chief Rabbi of Tiirkiye Isak Haleva were pre-
sent at the reception.
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November 28,2006

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met former Head of Vatican City State, Pope Benedict XVI, who
visited Tiirkiye.

January 24,2007

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited the Armenian Patriarchate
in Kumkap1 during his tenure as prime minister and conveyed con-
dolences to Patriarch Mesrob Mutafyan.
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September 26,2007

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with representatives of the Jewish community in the US.

July 06,2009

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church at the
Prime Ministry.
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August 15,2009

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with various religious leaders, including Fener Greek Patri-
arch Bartholomew, Chief Rabbi of the Turkish Jewish Community
Isak Haleva, representative of the Armenian Community Archbishop
Aram Atesyan, and leader of the Syriac Community Yusuf Cetin.

November 06,2009

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received Archbishop Aram Atesyan, the Chairman of the Arme-
nian Spiritual Assembly, and the accompanying delegation.
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March 26,2010

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received the Syriac Orthodox Community Spiritual Leader Met-
ropolitan Yusuf Cetin at the Official Residence of the Prime Minister.

March 30, 2011

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received Ignatius Zakka Iwas, the Syriac Orthodox Patriarch of
Syria, and the accompanying delegation at the Official Residence of
the Prime Minister.
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August 28, 2011

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with 162 representatives from various minority communi-
ties at the Istanbul Archaeological Museum.

February 25,2013

At a meeting attended by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with representatives of the religious
communities in Tiirkiye during his tenure as prime minister.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hosted Patriarch Bartholomew,
Acting Patriarch of the Armenian Community Aram Atesyan, Chief
Rabbi Isak Haleva, Syriac Mor Gabriel Monastery Metropolitan Sa-
muel Aktas, Patriarch of the Syriac Catholic Community of Tiirkiye
Yusuf Sag and Umut Sahin, member of the Board of Directors of the
Protestant Churches Association of Tiirkiye at the Official Residence
of the Prime Ministry within the scope of the meeting.
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April 23, 2014

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan issued messages on the events of
1915 in nine languages, including Eastern and Western Armenian,
during his tenure as prime minister.

“The 24th of April carries a particular significance for our Armenian ci-
tizens and for all Armenians around the world, and provides a valuable
opportunity to share opinions freely on a historical matter. It is indispu-
table that the last years of the Ottoman Empire were a difficult period,
Sull of suffering for Turkish, Kurdish, Arab, Armenian and millions of
other Ottoman citizens, regardless of their religion or ethnic origin. Any
conscientious, fair and humanistic approach to these issues requires an
understanding of all the sufferings endured in this period, without disc-
riminating as to religion or ethnicity. Certainly, neither constructing
hierarchies of pain nor comparing and contrasting suffering carries
any meaning for those who experienced this pain themselves.

As a Turkish proverb goes, “fire burns the place where it falls”. It is a
duty of humanity to acknowledge that Armenians remember the suffe-
ring experienced in that period, just like every other citizen of the Ot-
toman Empire.

In Tiirkiye, expressing different opinions and thoughts freely on the
events of 1915 is the requirement of a pluralistic perspective as well as
of a culture of democracy and modernity. Some may perceive this cli-
mate of freedom in Tiirkiye as an opportunity to express accusatory,
offensive and even provocative assertions and allegations. Even so, if
this will enable us to better understand historical issues with their le-
gal aspects and to transform resentment to friendship again, it is natu-
ral to approach different discourses with empathy and tolerance and
expect a similar attitude from all sides.

The Republic of Tiirkiye will continue to approach every idea with dig-
nity in line with the universal values of law.

Nevertheless, using the events of 1915 as an excuse for hostility aga-
inst Tiirkiye and turning this issue into a matter of political conflict
is inadmissible. The incidents of the First World War are our shared
pain. To evaluate this painful period of history through a perspective
of just memory is a humane and scholarly responsibility. Millions of
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people of all religions and ethnicities lost their lives in the First World
War. Having experienced events which had inhumane consequences
- such as relocation - during the First World War, should not prevent
Turks and Armenians from establishing compassion and mutually
humane attitudes among towards one another. In today’s world, de-
riving enmity from history and creating new antagonisms are neither
acceptable nor useful for building a common future..

The spirit of the age necessitates dialogue despite differences, unders-
tanding by heeding others, evaluating means for compromise, denoun-
cing hatred, and praising respect and tolerance.

With this understanding, we, as the Turkish Republic, have called for
the establishment of a joint historical commission in order to study the
events of 1915 in a scholarly manner. This call remains valid. Scholar-
ly research to be carried out by Turkish, Armenian and international
historians would play a significant role in shedding light on the events
of 1915 and an accurate understanding of history. It is with this un-
derstanding that we have opened our archives to all researchers. To-
day, hundreds of thousands of documents in our archives are at the
service of historians.

Looking to the future with confidence, Tiirkiye has always supported
scholarly and comprehensive studies for an accurate understanding
of history. The people of Anatolia, who lived together for centuries re-
gardless of their different ethnic and religious origins, have establis-
hed common values in every field from art to diplomacy, from state
administration to commerce. Today they continue to have the same
ability to create a new future.

It is our hope and belief that the peoples of an ancient and unique ge-
ography, who share similar customs and manners will be able to talk
to each other about the past with maturity and to remember together
their losses in a decent manner. And it is with this hope and belief that
we wish that the Armenians who lost their lives in the context of the
early twentieth century rest in peace, and we convey our condolences
to their grandchildren.

Regardless of their ethnic or religious origins, we pay tribute, with com-
passion and respect, to all Ottoman citizens who lost their lives in the
same period and under similar conditions.”
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May 01, 2014

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan hosted the Acting Patriarch of the Armenian Community, Aram
Atesyan, and his delegation at the Official Residence of the Prime Mi-
nistry.
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November 28, 2014

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hosted an official ceremony at the
Presidential Complex to welcome Pope Francis, Head of Vatican City
State, who was visiting Tiirkiye. Following the welcoming ceremony,
President Erdogan and Pope Francis held a private and inter-delega-
tional meeting.

Afterwards, the President made a joint press statement with the
Head of Vatican City State, Pope Francis, at the Presidential Comp-
lex. President Erdogan said, “T believe that the messages we will deliver
here today will make a significant contribution to transforming the
world’s troubled period into a positive one. Because there was almost
nothing in our conversation that we disagreed on. We share the same
views when we look at these events in the world. Our perspectives on
terrorism and counter-terrorism are the same, as is our perspective on
violence in the world in general, as is our perspective on the hegemony
of money and what this hegemony entails.”
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President noted the significance of the visit taking place at a time
when the world and the region are going through a critical period,
saying;:

“Iattach great importance to this visit of our esteemed guest to Tiirki-
ye. I believe that this is a very important, very vital step that will inc-
rease the hopes of peace in our region and in the world. I believe that
the messages to be delivered from Tiirkiye today will reach not only
Tiirkiye and the Vatican but also the entire Islamic geography and
the entire Christian geography and will hopefully reverberate there
in a manner that increases the likelihood of peace. This photograph,
which was taken today in Ankara, is undoubtedly a photograph of
hope for the world. In recent years, the Patriarch’s emphasis on brot-
herhood has been of great significance.”
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President Erdogan explained that tolerance and alliance of differen-
ces would produce solutions to the world’s serious threats, and this
was the message they would deliver today, saying, “It has become an
unavoidable necessity for us to work together to fight against rising ra-
cism, discrimination, and Islamophobia in the West, as well as rising
anger and violence in the Islamic world. Observing this as the chasms
between civilisations, beliefs, cultures, and sects widen and standing
idly by would be a grave injustice to history, our consciences, and our
beliefs. I believe that we have to create and implement solutions toget-
her against racism, discrimination, hate crimes, and intolerance that
threaten our world.”

The Head of Vatican City State, Pope Francis, also expressed his ple-
asure in his visit to Tiirkiye, which serves as a bridge between two
continents and different cultures. Pope Francis said, “Peace must be
based on goals and respect for fundamental rights, which depend on
the dignity of humanity. Prejudices and unfounded fears can only be
overcome and space for respect and dialogue created on this path by
making positive efforts that benefit everyone. To achieve this, Muslim,
Jewish, and Christian citizens must have the same rights and respon-
sibilities under the law and to the extent that the law is enforced. As a
result, these citizens will be more willing to accept one another as brot-
hers and sisters as well as comrades. Thus, they will foster cooperation
and understanding by avoiding misunderstandings at every turn.
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February 9, 2016

At the Presidential Complex, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan met
with the Leader of the Turkish Jewish Community Ishak Ibrahim-
zadeh and the delegation of the ‘Conference Of The President,” one of
the most prominent Jewish organisations in the United States.
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March 30, 2016

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with Jewish organisation rep-
resentatives in the United States.

Chairman of the Executive of B’'nai B'rith International Peter Per-
Iman, National Chair of the Anti-Defamation League Marvin Nat-
han, CEO of the Anti-Defamation League Jonathan Greenblatt, for-
mer Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations Richard Stone, Executive Vice Chairman of
the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizati-
ons Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive Vice President of the World Jewish
Congress Robert Singer, President of AIPAC Robert Cohen, Director
of Political Affairs of AIPAC Arthur Abramson, Executive Director of
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington Ronald
Halber, Georgetown University Lecturer Brenda Shaffer attended our
President Erdogan’s reception of Jewish delegation.
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September 22,2016

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with representatives of Jewish
organisations in New York, United States of America (USA), where he
travelled for United Nations General Assembly negotiations.

Executive Vice Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations Malcolm Hoenlein, President of Al-
PAC Robert Cohen, Vice President of B'nai B’rith International Daniel
Mariaschin, CEO of the Anti-Defamation League Jonathan Greenb-
latt, Chairman of the Board of Hadassah Janice Weinman, President
of the Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs Michael Mako-
vsky, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Women’s International
Zionist Organisation Evelyn Sommer, Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of NCSEJ Daniel Rubin, President of the American Sephardic
Federation David Dangoor, World Jewish Congress Vice President
Maram Stern, Simon Wiesenthal Centre East Director Michael Cohen,
member of the Conference of Presidents Leadership Council Marc
Jason, and UN Director of B’nai B’rith International David Michaels
were among the representatives of Jewish organisations in the USA
who took part in the meeting.
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September 19, 2017

On the occasion of the 72nd General Assembly of the United Nations
in New York, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with representati-
ves of Jewish organisations.
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October 29, 2017

On October 29, our President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, hosted a Re-
public Day reception. The reception was also attended by Fener Greek
Patriarch Bartholomew, the Chief Rabbi of Tiirkiye Rav Isak Haleva,
and the Spiritual Leader of the Turkish Syriac Ancient Community
Yusuf Cetin.
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January 7, 2018

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attended the opening ceremony of
the restored Stevi Stefan Church. Patriarch Neofit of the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church, Fener Greek Patriarch Bartholomew, and HEad
Mufti Mustafa Alis of Bulgaria attended the opening ceremony of the
church, popularly known as the “Iron Church” and the “Bulgarian
Church” in Balat. Indicating that he views the inauguration as a very
important message to the international community, our President
stated, “With this photograph, Istanbul has once again demonstrated
to the entire world that it is a city where different religions and cultures
coexist in peace.”

Our President, Mr. Erdogan, stated that the church, which was cons-
tructed in 1898 and is the only one of its kind with an iron skeleton
system in the world, contributes to the beauty and richness of Istan-
bul and serves as a place of worship for the Bulgarian community.
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President Erdogan continued to note the following: “Wherever they
conquered through history, our ancestors first insured the freedom
of faith and houses of prayers. They always protected people with the
understanding that they were free to practice their faith. Even our
mosque, known as the New Mosque because it was constructed later
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than other structures in Istanbul, has a 400-year history in Eminénii.
Together with Istanbul and its 1,500-year history, the Hagia Sophia
is the pearl of the entire world. Each and every work in this city and
throughout our ancient geography holds a unique place in our hearts.
There are mosques, churches, and synagogues not only in Istanbul, but
also in other parts of our country. From Istanbul to Bosnia, Jerusalem
to Thessaloniki, our ancestors, particularly Mehmed the Conqueror,
issued numerous historical edicts, ordinances, and documents on free-
dom of belief and worship.
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“Painful memories, experienced in certain periods in history, should
not overshadow our much longer and deep-rooted experience of co-
existence,” President Erdogan underlined, and added: “That’s why we
have an understanding of unity in plurality, which demonstrates our
approach toward all faiths and thoughts. With this understanding, we
have been restoring houses of prayers of our citizens following different
Jaiths across our country.”
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February 5, 2018

In response to an invitation from Pope Francis, President Recep Tay-
yip Erdogan visited the Vatican. After being greeted with a ceremony
in front of the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican, President Erdogan met
with Pope Francis one-on-one.

April 25,2018

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received the Fener Greek Patriarch
Bartholomew at the Presidential Complex.
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May 16, 2018

Our President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who had contacts in London
during his official visit to the United Kingdom, also received Rabbi
Elahanan Beck and the accompanying members of the Neturei Karta
Orthodox Jewish Community there.

August 30, 2018

On August 30, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hosted a reception at
the Presidential Complex on the occasion of Victory Day. President
Erdogan chatted with the Acting Patriarch of the Armenians of Tiir-
kiye, Archbishop Aram Atesyan, and the Chief Rabbi of Tiirkiye, Isak
Haleva, who were both present at the reception.
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September 26, 2018

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who continued his contacts in New
York on the occasion of the 73rd General Assembly of the United Na-
tions, also met with representatives of Jewish organisations.

March 9, 2019

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received the Acting Patriarch of the
Armenians of Tiirkiye, Archbishop Aram Atesyan, and Francois Ya-
kan, Acting Patriarch of the Chaldean Community, in Diyarbakir.
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August 3,2019

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attended the groundbreaking ce-
remony for the Istanbul Syriac Ancient Foundation Mor Ephrem Sy-
riac Ancient Orthodox Church. Speaking at the ceremony, President
Erdogan welcomed the members of the Syriac Orthodox community
as well as all religious leaders and congratulated those who contri-
buted to the construction of the Mor Efrem Syriac Ancient Orthodox
Church, both for the Syriac community and Istanbul. Istanbul Syri-
ac Ancient Foundation President Sait Susin, Istanbul-Ankara Syriac
Ancient Church Metropolitan Yusuf Cetin and Fener Greek Patriarch
Bartholomew also attended the ceremony.
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“Like all their other issues, meeting the worship needs of the Assyri-
an community, the ancient children of our geography, is the duty of
the state of the Republic of Tiirkiye,” the President said, and added,
“Throughout this long history, our region has always been the heart of
religious, ethnic and cultural diversity, most importantly of the cons-
cience of humanity. Our hearts and doors have always been open to
all the oppressed and the wronged who have come to these lands from
everywhere, from Spain and Eastern Europe to the Caucasus and the
North Africa.”

Our President drew attention to the fact that by strengthening de-
mocracy, they have also carried out works that expand areas of fre-
edom for various religious communities and guarantee their rights,
together with everyone in Tiirkiye, and said, “At the point we have rea-
ched today, we are witnessing together how wrong those who claim that
the development of democracy and the steps taken in this direction
will harm our country are. Tiirkiye today, in our opinion, has a much
stronger social structure than in the past. As the President of Tiirkiye, I
will continue my efforts in the same manner moving forward”
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President Erdogan stated that the closer we get to the goal of a great
and strong Tiirkiye, the more secure and peaceful we will feel oursel-
ves, and we will all together share the generated prosperity. He conti-
nued, “The richness and abundance of this land, on which we will live
together for thousands of years with Allah’s permission, is sufficient for
all of us. What matters is that we maintain our unity, solidarity, and
determination to work together towards common goals. There will be
no issues that we cannot overcome when we have achieved this, insal-

lah”
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September 17, 2019

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received Bedros Sirinoglu, Chair-
man of Turkish Armenian Foundations Union and Surp Pirgic Arme-
nian Hospital Foundation.
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September 23, 2019

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is in New York for the United
Nations General Assembly’s 74th session, met with representatives
of Jewish organisations in the United States and Turkish Jews living
in the city.

September 23, 2019

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received the delegation of the Union
of Jews Against Zionism in New York, where he came for the United
Nations 74th General Assembly meetings.
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July 29,2020

Fener Greek Patriarch Bartholomew called President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and thanked him for the reopening of the Sumela Monastery
after the restoration works. It was stated that Bartholomew expres-
sed his satisfaction with the support and interest shown by President
Erdogan for the restoration works of the Sumela Monastery.

May 5,2021

At the iftar dinner at the Cankaya Presidential Palace, President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan met with representatives of minority communi-
ties.

President of Religious Affairs Ali Erbas, Fener Greek Patriarch Bart-
holomew, President of the Balikli Greek Hospital Foundation Kons-
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tantin Yuvanidis, Syriac Metropolitan Yusuf Cetin, President of the
Syriac Ancient Foundation Sait Susin, Chief Rabbi of the Turkish
Jews Isak Haleva, President of the Turkish Jewish Community Isa-
ac Abrahimzadeh, President of the Rabbinate Foundation of Tiirkiye
and Co-Chair of the Turkish Jewish Community Erol Kohen, Patri-
arch of the Armenians of Tiirkiye Sahak Mashalyan, President of the
Surp Pirgi¢c Armenian Hospital Foundation Bedros Sirinoglu, Spiri-
tual Leader of the Syriac Catholic Community of Tiirkiye Orhan Ab-
dulahad Canli, and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Syriac
Catholic Foundation Zeki Basatemir attended to the iftar dinner.

May 17,2021

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan held a phone conversation with
Pope Francis. During the conversation, Israel’s attacks against Pales-
tine were discussed. President Erdogan stated that an atrocity was
taking place in Palestine, and that Israel’s attacks concerned not only
the Palestinians but all the Muslims, all the Christians and the entire
humanity.

Underscoring that the occupying Israel, which prevented access to
the Al-Agsa Mosque and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, restricted
freedom of worship, and massacred innocent civilians in the Pales-
tinian lands, was also trampling on human dignity, President Erdo-
gan noted that this atrocity for which Israel was responsible threate-
ned regional security as well. Further stressing that the Palestinians
would continue to be massacred unless the international community
punished Israel, which had been committing a crime against huma-
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nity, with due sanctions, President Erdogan highlighted the great im-
portance of the messages and reactions Pope Francis would continue
to give in terms of mobilising the Christian world and the internatio-
nal community.

December 22, 2021

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received representatives of the Tur-
kish Jewish Community and a group of members of the Alliance of
Rabbis in Islamic States (ARIS) at the Presidential Complex. Chief
rabbis and rabbis from Istanbul, the TRNC, Azerbaijan, Iran, Uzbe-
kistan, Albania, Kazakhstan, the United Arab Emirates, Uganda, and
Russia were present at the reception.
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April 26,2022

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with representatives of religi-
ous minority communities in Tiirkiye during an iftar dinner at the
Presidential Complex.

The guests at the iftar dinner were the following: Sahak Masalyan,
the Armenian Patriarch in Istanbul; Isak Haleva, the chief rabbi of
Tiirkiye’s Jewish community; Patriarchal Vicar Yusuf Cetin of the Sy-
riac Orthodox Church; Patriarchal Vicar Orhan Canli of the Turkish
Syriac Catholic Church; Deputy Patriarch Levon Zekiyan of the Ar-
menian Catholic community; Kadikoy Greek Orthodox Metropolitan
Emmanuel Adamakis; Bedros Sirinoglu, the Chairperson of the Uni-
on of Armenian Foundations; Herman Baliyan, the deputy head of
the Armenian Hospital; Ishak Ibrahimzadeh, co-chair of the Turkish
Jewish Community; Konstantin Yuvanidis, president of the Balikli
Greek Hospital Foundation; Sait Susin, head of the Istanbul-based
Syriac Church Foundation; Miinir Uckardes, president of the Syriac
Catholic Community Foundation; and Antuan Sultanoglu, deputy
chairperson of the Armenian Catholic Surp Agop Foundation.
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May 20, 2022

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attended the groundbreaking cere-
mony of Darulaceze Social Services City in Yassioren, Arnavutkoy. At
the ceremony, President Erdogan pressed the groundbreaking button
with the Armenian Patriarch in Istanbul Sahak Masalyan, Fener Gre-
ek Patriarch Bartholomew, Istanbul Mufti Safi Arpagus and Presi-
dent of the Darulaceze Hamza Cebeci.
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September 20, 2022

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is in New York for the 77th
Session of the United Nations General Assembly, received President
Ronald S. Lauder of the World Jewish Congress (WJC) at the Turkevi.
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September 20, 2022

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is in New York to attend the
77th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, received rep-
resentatives of the umbrella organisations of the American Jewish
community at the Turkevi.

February 20, 2023

President Erdogan met with Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Chur-
ch Mor Ignatius Aphrem II, Patriarchal Vicar of the Syriac Orthodox
Church Yusuf Cetin, Archbishop Patriarchal Secretary Joseph Bali,
Reverend Haitham Bahhu and Reverend Ghassan Al Chami in the
earthquake-stricken city of Hatay.
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June 3,2023

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Presidential Inauguration Cere-
mony at the Presidential Complex was attended by many spiritual
leaders and representatives of minority communities, including Pre-
sident of Religious Affairs Ali Erbas, Fener Greek Patriarch Bartholo-
mew, Armenian Patriarch of Tiirkiye Sahak II, and spiritual leader of
the Armenian Catholic Community of Tiirkiye Levon Zekiyan.




MEETINGS AND TALKS | 263

CHRONOLOGY

2002

August 9:

Within the framework of the Third EU Harmonisation Package;

Restrictions on Turkish citizens’ broadcasting in different langua-
ges and dialects, and opening private courses were lifted.

Additionally, the acquisition and disposition of immovables by
community foundations were improved.

2003

January 24:

With the amendment to the regulation, it has been facilitated for
community foundations to acquire and dispose of immovable pro-
perty; the requirement to obtain permission from the Council of
Ministers for the registration of immovable property in the name
of the foundation has been abolished, and the grant of permission
has been vested in the Directorate General of Foundations.

July 19:

Within the Framework of the Sixth EU Harmonisation Package;

The legal barriers to broadcasting in languages and dialects other
than Turkish on private televisions and on TRT were removed.

With an amendment to the Law on Foundations, the six-month
period for community foundations to apply for the registration in
their name of immovable property determined to be under their
disposal was extended to eighteen months.

The Zoning Law was amended to expand the religious freedoms
of citizens of different religions and beliefs with regard to places
of worship.
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- The scope of the ban on films, videos, and musical compositions
was restricted, and the administrative authorities were required to
submit their ban orders to the judge for approval within 24 hours.
The representative of the NSC in the Supervision Board of Cinema,
Video and Music was removed.

- With the amendments to the Population Services Law, various pro-
hibitive statements regarding the naming of children were remo-
ved.

August 7:

- Within the framework of the Seventh EU Harmonisation Package,
the relevant law was amended to provide for the possibility of ope-
ning private courses for learning different languages and dialects
traditionally used in daily life.

December 5:

- The restriction on opening courses to teach different languages
and dialects was lifted. Regarding this, legal regulations were
made; regulations and curricula were developed.

2004

December 5:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan attended the opening of the Surp Pirgic Armenian Hospital
Foundation Museum.

2006

November 28:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met former Head of the Vatican City State, Pope Benedict XVI,
who visited Tiirkiye.
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2007

September 26:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with representatives of the Jewish community in the US.

2008

February 27:

- A new “Law on Foundations” was enacted as an important step
towards strengthening civil society. Under provisional article 7 of
the Law, 181 immovable properties were registered in the names of
community foundations.

June 11:

- Legal protection has been provided to enable public and private ra-
dio and television corporations to broadcast in different languages
and dialects used traditionally by Turkish citizens in their daily li-
ves. Along with private televisions, legal barriers to TRT broadcas-
ting in this area were eliminated, securing the broadcasting right.

2009

January 31:

- With the amendment made to the Advertising Regulation of the
Turkish Radio and Television Corporation, it became possible to
broadcast advertisements in the same language and dialect as tho-
se broadcast on channels that transmit in different languages and
dialects.

August 15:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with representatives of various minority communities in
Biiyiikada.
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November 13:

- Private radios and televisions were also enabled to broadcast in
multiple languages and dialects without interruption.

December 1:

- It was made possible for our universities to conduct academic rese-
arch on the various languages and dialects used by citizens in their
daily lives, to establish institutes, and to offer elective courses. The
“Institute of Living Languages in Tiirkiye” was established at Mar-
din Artuklu University, with “Syriac Language and Culture” as one
of its departments.

During this year:

- The regulation allowing prison detainees and convicts to commu-
nicate with their relatives in their mother tongue came into force.

2010

March 26:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan received the Syriac Orthodox Community Spiritual Leader
Metropolitan Yusuf Cetin at the Official Residence of the Prime
Minister.

April 10:

- Legal barriers to the right to political propaganda, a prerequisite
of freedom of expression and association, were removed by expan-
ding the scope of the law on political parties.

May 13:

- A Prime Ministry circular was issued to protect citizens of various
faith groups and encourage respect for them.
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August15:

- The Trabzon Siimela Monastery was reopened for worship after a
88-year hiatus.

September 19:

- After a 95-year break, the Van Akdamar Holy Cross Church was
reopened following the completion of restoration works, and the
first service was held.

During this year:

- In the 2010-2011 academic year, the Ministry of National Educa-
tion prepared Armenian textbooks and began distributing them
free of charge in Armenian schools.

- Restoration works started at the Grand Synagogue of Edirne.

2011

August 27:

- The addition of provisional Article 11 to the Law on Foundations
paved the way for restituting the immovable properties owned by
the community foundations of our citizens of different faiths and
which had previously been confiscated for various reasons

August 29:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with 162 representatives from various minority communi-
ties at the Istanbul Archaeological Museum.

October1:

- Aregulation governing the implementation of provisional article 11
added to the Law on Foundations on August 27, 2011, was promul-
gated, and the application deadline for the return of properties by
community foundations was extended to August 27, 2012.
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October 22:

- The Surp Giragos Church in Diyarbakir was reopened for worship
following the completion of restoration efforts.

December 28:

- The Vortvots Vorodman Church, which is owned by the Kumkapi
Virgin Mary Church and School Foundation, reopened for worship
in December 2011 with a ceremony.

2012

February 17:

- Newspapers belonging to minorities were allowed to publish offi-
cial advertisements.

March 20:

- Article 51/5 of the Regulation on Private Education Institutions of
the Ministry of National Education allowed also international stu-
dents with guest status to study in private institutions.

March 25:

- The Directorate General of Foundations returned the school buil-
ding belonging to the Galata Greek Primary School Foundation.

April 18:

- Surp Ha¢ Tibrevank High School was granted legal status as a
community foundation under the name “Surp Hac Tibrevank High
School Foundation” in 2011.

June 4:

- A Greek publishing house started operating under the resolution of
the General Assembly of the Press Advertising Institution.
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During this year:

A work in Syriac and Turkish titled “Kilise Atalar1 Tarafindan
‘Kutsal Ruh’'un Kavalr’ Olarak Adlandirilan Siiryani Mor Efrem’in
Siirleri” (Poems of St. Ephrem dubbed ‘The Pied Piper of the Holy
Spirit’ by Church Elders) was published.

In addition to Turkish, Anadolu Agency began broadcasting in
Turkish-Azerbaijani, Arabic, Russian, Kurdish, and BCS (Bosnian,
Croatian, and Serbian).

As of 2012, elective courses in Abkhazian, Adyghe language, Alba-
nian, Bosnian, Georgian, Kurmanyji, Lazuri, and Zazaki are taught
under Living Languages and Dialects in schools affiliated with the
Ministry of National Education.

2013

February 25:

During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan received representatives from various minority communities
at the Official Residence of the Prime Ministry.

August 2:

All foundations that were decided to be dissolved or disbanded
after 1990 as a result of past legal arrangements were permitted
to reopen and operate within the framework of the law, and the
real estates left to the administration of the Directorate General of
Foundations were returned.

October 8:

The land belonging to the Mor Gabriel (Deyrulumur) Monastery in
the Midyat district of Mardin province was returned to the foun-
dation.
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During this year:
- Anadolu Agency began broadcasting in English.

- The law enacted in 2013 allowed defendants to present their de-
fence in a language they could better express themselves in court
proceedings.

2014
April 23:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan’s messages were issued in 9 languages, including Eastern and
Western Armenian regarding the events of 1915.

May1:

- During his tenure as prime minister, President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan hosted the Acting Patriarch of the Armenian Community,
Aram Atesyan, and his delegation at the Official Residence of the
Prime Ministry.

August 30:

- Religious representatives of the communities attended the August
30 Reception held at the Cankaya Presidential Palace.

November 28:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hosted an official ceremony at
the Presidential Complex to welcome Pope Francis, Head of the Va-
tican City State, who was visiting Tiirkiye.

December 10:

- Various minority and government representatives participated in
the symposium at the European Parliament.
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During this year:

- Anadolu Agency began broadcasting in French, German, and Spa-
nish.

2015

February 15:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received Ishak Ibrahimzadeh, the
President of the Turkish Jewish Community, at Beylerbeyi Palace.

March 26:

- The restoration of the Grand Synagogue of Edirne was concluded
and reopened for worship after 46 years.

2016

February 9:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received Ishak Ibrahimzadeh, the
President of Turkish Jewish Community, and a delegation from
the Conference Of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organisa-
tions at the Presidential Complex.

March 30:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received representatives of
Jewish organisations in the United States.

2017

September 19:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who continued his contacts in
New York on the occasion of the 73rd Session of the United Nations
General Assembly, also received representatives of Jewish organi-
sations.
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November 19:

- Aya Yorgi Church in Edirnekapi, Istanbul, was renovated and reo-
pened for worship after a 3-year restoration.

2018

January 7:

- The St. Stephen Church (Iron Church) in Istanbul was reopened
with a ceremony attended by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
Former Prime Minister Boyko Borisov of Bulgaria.

February 5:

- In response to an invitation from Pope Francis, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan visited the Vatican City.

March 27:

- The Midyat Deyrulumur Syriac (Mor Gabriel) Monastery Founda-
tion received the deeds of approximately 50 immovable properties,
which are monasteries, churches, and Syriac cemeteries, as a result
of legal regulations. The regulation was enacted upon promulgati-
on in the Official Gazette on March 27, 2018.

April 16:

- The Mor Aho Monastery in Gerciis, Batman, which had been in ru-
ins and closed for 100 years, was restored and reopened for wors-
hip.

April 25:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received Fener Greek Patriarch
Bartholomew at the Presidential Complex.



MEETINGS AND TALKS | 273

May 16:

- During his visit to London, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan rece-
ived Rabbi Elhanan Beck and the accompanying members of the
Neturei Karta Orthodox Jewish Community there.

2019

March 9:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received the Acting Patriarch of
the Armenians of Tiirkiye, Archbishop Aram Atesyan, and Franco-
is Yakan, Acting Patriarch of the Chaldean Community, in Diyar-
bakir.

July 23:

- The Presidency’s Directorate of Communication developed a speci-
al website for Akdamar Holy Cross Church.

- “Akdamar Holy Cross Church Photograph Exhibition” was organi-
sed by the Presidency’s Directorate of Communications at the Ha-
gia Irene Church in the Topkap1 Palace Museum.

August 03:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attended the groundbreaking ce-
remony for the Istanbul Syriac Ancient Foundation Mor Ephrem
Syriac Ancient Orthodox Church.

September 23:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received representatives of
Jewish organisations in the United States and Turkish citizens of
Jewish origin living around New York while he was in the city for
the 74th session of the United Nations General Assembly.

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is in New York to attend
the 74th session of the United Nations General Assembly, received
members of the Jewish Anti-Zionist League.
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During this year:

- Tiirkiye’s first Armenian-Turkish television channel began broa-
dcasting.

2020

July 29:

- Fener Greek Patriarch Bartholomew called President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan by phone and thanked him for reopening the Sumela Mo-
nastery after the restoration works.

2021
May 5:

- At the iftar dinner at the Cankaya Presidential Palace, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with representatives of minority com-
munities.

May 17:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan held a phone conversation with
Pope Francis. During the conversation, Israel’s attacks against Pa-
lestine were discussed.

December 22:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received representatives of the
Turkish Jewish Community and a group of members of the Allian-
ce of Rabbis in Islamic States (ARIS) at the Presidential Complex.
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2022

April 26:

- During the iftar dinner in the Presidential Complex, President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan met with representatives of religious minority
communities.

May1:

- The Sumela Monastery, which had been closed to visitors since
2015 due to strengthening and restoration efforts for rock rehabili-
tation projects around it, reopened to visitors.

May 7:

- The Surp Giragos Armenian Church and Mar Petyun Chaldean
Church were restored and opened to visitors in Sur district of Di-
yarbakir.

May 24:

- The “Hand in Hand for New Hopes After the Pandemic” concert
was organised with the support of the Directorate of Communica-
tions.

June 18:

- The Election Regulation for Community Foundations was enacted
through promulgation in the Official Gazette.
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September 20:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is in New York for the 77th
Session of the United Nations General Assembly, received Presi-
dent Ronald S. Lauder of the World Jewish Congress (WJC) at the
Turkevi.

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is in New York to attend the
77th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, received rep-
resentatives of the umbrella organisations of the American Jewish
community at the Turkevi.

2023

February 20:

- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan met with Syriac Orthodox Chur-
ch Patriarch Mor Ignatius Ephrem II Karim, Deputy Patriarch of
the Assyrian Ancient Community Yusuf Cetin, Metropolitan Jo-
seph Bali, Priest Haitham Bahhu and Ghassan Al-Chami in Hatay.

June 3:

- Representatives of minority communities also attended the Presi-
dential Inauguration Ceremony for President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan held at the Presidential Complex.

During this year:

- The construction of the Mor Ephrem Syriac Ancient Orthodox
Church, the first church built in the Republic’s history, was comp-
leted in 2019 with a ceremony attended by President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.
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“We have thousands of historic places of worship from va-
rious eras and civilisations, including Gobeklitepe, whose
history dates back 11,000 years and is known as the first
religious settlement established by humanity... Tiirki-
ye is a country that provides its citizens of all religions,
faiths, and spirits with the opportunity to worship. Our
country currently has 435 churches and synagogues ava-
ilable for worship. We even provided financial support for
new churches that underwent restoration, as was the case
with the Iron Church in Balat. The state funded these ac-
tions as a whole.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President
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