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d�v�dual yachts have been awarded the Blue Flag. In the Blue Flag ran-
k�ng announced by the Internat�onal Foundat�on for Env�ronmental 
Educat�on-FEE, headquartered �n Copenhagen, Denmark, Türk�ye 
ranked th�rd �n the world aga�n th�s year w�th the number of beaches. 

They Clean the Med�terranean by Collect�ng Plast�cs Caught �n 
Nets 

As part of B�od�vers�ty Conservat�on Stud�es, 43 Thousand Squa-
re Meters of Ghost Nets Were Removed Dur�ng Underwater Scans 
Th�s Year �n Izm�t Bay

Recycl�ng Rate Increases Every Year w�th Zero Waste

W�th�n the scope of the Zero Waste Movement led by the M�n�stry of 
Env�ronment, Urban�sat�on and Cl�mate Change and under the ausp�-
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ces of First Lady Emine Erdoğan, the main goals include preventing, 
reducing, reusing, and recycling waste as well as avoiding waste pro-
duction. 
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Increase in Waste Recovery Rate by Years, Amount of Waste 
Recycled to the Economy and Number of Trained Individuals
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As part of the efforts carried out with the Zero Waste Movement, 
which promotes sustainable production and consumption habits, 
supports the efficient use of resources, and helps to achieve positive 
socioeconomic results, including the development of social solidarity;

• The number of buildings/campuses that have switched to zero 
waste management systems has reached approximately 166,000 
since June 2017.

• Approximately 17.5 million people were trained on zero waste 
from June 2017 until the first half of 2022. The number of peo-
ple trained reached approximately 19.2 million in the first half of 
2023. 

• Our waste recovery rate, which was 13% in 2017, increased to 27.2% 
in 2021 and 30.13% in 2022. As a result, both the reduction of the 
adverse effects of climate change and the protection and efficient 
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use of raw material resources have been achieved.

• It is aimed to increase our waste recovery rate to 35% in 2023 and 
60% in 2035 and to significantly reduce the amount of stored 
waste.

• Approximately 45.5 million tonnes of recyclable waste, includ-
ing 25.4 million tonnes of paper-cardboard, 6.6 million tonnes of 
plastic, 2.6 million tonnes of glass, 0.7 million tonnes of metal and 
10.2 million tonnes of organic and other recyclable wastes, have 
been processed and recycled into the economy by businesses 
licensed by the Ministry of Environment, Urbanisation and Cli-
mate Change since the start of the project.

• The collected wastes resulted in an economic gain of 96 billion 
TL, 4.9 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions prevented, 
703 million kWh of energy, 711 million m3 of water and 82 million 
m3 of landfill space, 432 million trees, and 108 million barrels of 
oil saved.
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Zero Waste Project in Numbers (Between the years 2017 and 2022)

Recovery Rate 27,2%

Economic Profit Made ₺62,2 billion

Energy Saved 530 million kwh

Water Saved 572 million m3

Spaces Saved for Storage 69 million  m3

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Blocked 3,9 million tons

Trees Saved 347 million units

Barrels of Oil Saved 87 million units

Raw Materials Saved 650 million tonnes

Recovery	Amount/Rate

Plastic Bags 550,000 tonnes

Paper/Cardboard 20,4 million tonnes

Plastic 5,4 million tonnes

Glass 2,3 million tonnes

Metal 0,5 million tonnes

Organic material etc. 5,2 million tonnes

Wastewater Treatment Rate 4,2%

With plastic bags being charged as of January 1, 2019, it is aimed to 
reduce the number of plastic bags used per person, which is 440 per 
year, to 40 in 2025; in other words, to reduce it by 90%. Another pro-
ject that will be made mandatory in 2024 under the Zero Waste Pro-
ject will be the application of deposits on single-use beverage packag-
ing. This will ensure that these wastes, which constitute a significant 
amount of domestic waste, are collected in a clean, high-quality and 
efficient manner. In the case these objectives are achieved, the recov-
ery rate of household waste will be increased to at least 35 per cent in 
2023. With all these efforts, the target will be to provide direct em-
ployment to 100,000 people annually, to save the equivalent of Istan-
bul’s one-year water and electricity needs, to save as many trees as 
two Belgrad Forests, and to reduce the current account deficit by 8%.  
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C O N C L U S I O N

As a result of a growing global population and the concurrent 
development of urbanisation, industrialization, and the un-
sustainable consumption of natural resources, environmen-

tal issues are increasingly on the agenda as the biggest problems 
facing the world and humanity. At this point, Türkiye is taking fun-
damental steps towards sustainable production and consumption by 
transitioning to a circular economy, especially in combating climate 
change caused by the use of fossil fuels, the waste sector, agricultural 
and industrial activities, as well as greenhouse gas emissions. 

Having left its century behind, Türkiye is entering the new century 
with a development model that takes into account the needs of futu-
re generations. While focusing on economic and social development 
goals, Türkiye also embraces the future. Recognising the relationship 
between the environment and socioeconomic progress, Türkiye takes 
a holistic approach to the environment to avoid environmental disas-
ters that can result from uncontrolled growth. This ensures that both 
current and future generations benefit fairly from development. 

One of Türkiye’s most important projects for a more livable world, 
zero waste management based on circularity, is explained in detail 
in this book. As stated in the book, the zero waste approach promo-
tes sustainable production and consumption habits on the one hand 
and efficient use of resources on the other. Thanks to this approach, 
which has been successful so far, we are getting closer and closer to 
the goals of avoiding extravagance and preventing, reducing, reusing, 
and recycling waste. As a result of achieving all of these goals that 
necessitate social solidarity, both Türkiye and the world will become 
far more livable.
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