“ TURKIYE’NIN
DOGUAKDENIZ
STRATEJISI

Tiurkiye’s Eastern A o

=955

Mediterranean i
Strategy




S D e DE DE DE D ISP *“}r'xv*mx
O X R R X o L RSy
‘ool Nl Nl teLe: SH A T2 2ol T2
IS S SIS S S S TS SNSRI
R S S R RSO SIS
S S R S S e S A S S S S S
IR O X MRS XX R KOS
B o X B P PN
L g ad B v O8 o e VS v i Y A oS4 aL e
SITF LD LPe LPCT LN oK e e v e v e oM
SALASI A A A I AT AN OLPOEFIORFIOEGS
ORI O e X X0
Ieslnnslunslonslonsl ., Tasleasleasioasinast
i N kX SR R X o XK
S 2 o S 2 2 2 K2k 2t S 2o S 2o 2
S S I XS I X RS
P SIS AN SN SZ I SHZAN SN SIS SZASPZ N
s éﬁaw*«ﬁ?!.ﬁz&.ﬁx&aﬁaw@baﬁﬁa»ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬂb:ﬁﬁ:@k@k
S S S S N S S A S A S S S S A S
R N YA o ae Yo e AL A AL 01 Vi 0LNvAs 0 LS Yo VAo A TR Y:
NL NL > <) > <) > <) > <) > <) > ‘\ (> ‘\ -
A A RS S S O O O RS
<@L XS @ X @ ) DXk @) DX *.0!@*‘0 X9 ey xb*.q! AT ST SO
a&aﬁawﬁ%aw&&b«&%«&ﬁbﬁﬁﬁb&&ﬁ@%.Xv&tk%:@m%:ﬁ*@k
> *‘ > < S < " < & <3 S ) S “ " "\ " 7S e 4]
D G B O B O g B g B O B O 1 A B G W g B S TG A DX G W X

|



Turkiye’nin
Dogu AKkdeniz Stratejisi

Tiirkiye’s Eastern
Mediterranean Strategy




TURKIYE'NIN DOGU AKDENIZ STRATEJISI
TURKIYE’S EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY

© 2022 CUMHURBASKANLIGI ILETiSiM BASKANLIGI YAYINLARI
© 2022 PUBLICATIONS BY PRESIDENCY’S DIRECTORATE OF COMMUNICATIONS

2. Baski, istanbul, 2022 | 2" edition, istanbul - 2022

iletisim

Kizilirmak Mahallesi Mevlana Bulv. No:144 Cukurambar
Ankara/TURKIYE

T +90 312 590 20 00 | webinfo@iletisim.gov.tr

Baski

Prestij Grafik Rek. ve Mat. San. ve Tic. Ltd. Sti.
T 0212 489 40 63, istanbul

Matbaa Sertifika No: 45590



Turkiye’nin

Dogu Akdeniz Stratejisi







Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz Stratejisi

Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean Strategy

ICINDEKILER H

CONTENTS

1. Dogu Akdeniz Jeopolitigi ve Tiirkiye 1
Eastern Mediterranean Geopolitics And Tiirkiye 107

2. Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz Stratejisini Belirleyen Dinamikler 21
Dynamics Shaping Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean Strategy 1u7

3. Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz Stratejisinin Araclar 59
Instruments of Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean Strategy 155

4. Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz Stratejisinin Kirnmzi Cizgileri 93

Red Lines in Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean Strategy 189







ONSOZ | 7

nsanlik tarihi boyunca pek cok medeniyete ev sahipligi yapmis

Akdeniz cografyasi tiirlii savaslara, miidahalelere, sOmiirgeci

giiclerin isgallerine maruz kalmistir. Bu cografyadaki medeni-

yetlerin baris ve huzur icinde yasadigi ender donemlerden biri,
hi¢ kuskusuz Osmanli donemi hakimiyetinde gecirdigi zamanlardir.
Bu yil 482. Y1l Doniimiinii kutladigimiz Preveze Deniz Zaferi sonra-
sinda Akdeniz’de Tiirk hakimiyeti tesis edilmistir. Tarihte, Osmanli
barisi olarak adlandirilan bu dénem Akdeniz’in ticari, siyasi, kiiltiirel
ve refah bakimindan altin ¢agidir. Bu dénem sadece Osmanli hima-
yesi altindaki bolgeleri degil, komsu cografyalar1 da olumlu anlamda
derinden etkilemistir.

Giinlimiizde, Dogu Akdeniz bolgesinin diinyadaki toplam deniz ti-
caretinin yiizde 30’unu kapsamasi, deniz yoluyla yapilan petrol tica-
retinin yaklasik yiizde 25’inin bu bdlge iizerinden gerceklesmesi ve
barindirdig1 hidrokarbon rezervleri bolgeyi maalesef catismalarin
merkezi haline getirmistir. Dogu Akdeniz’de yalnizca son on yilda 3
trilyon metrekiipten daha fazla kullanilabilir enerji rezervi kesfedil-
mistir. Oniimiizdeki yillarda kesfedilmesi beklenen yeni sahalarla bu
miktarin artacagi tahmin edilmektedir.

iste bu nedenledir ki; son on yilda tiim diinyanin gozii éniinde ger-
ceklesen Dogu Akdeniz bolgesine yonelik somiirgeci miidahalelere
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Tiirkiye olarak sessiz kalmamiz elbette diisiiniilemez. Osmanli mede-
niyetinin ve barisinin mirascisi olarak bizler, bu cografyada huzur ik-
liminin yeniden tesis edilmesini gozetmek ve bu yonde hareket etmek
icin elimizden gelen tiim cabayi saglamak ilkesiyle hareket ediyoruz.
Sadece sozde degil, pratikte de Tiirkiye'nin Akdeniz'de catismadan
degil diyalogdan, is birliginden, baristan, hukuktan ve adaletten yana
oldugu tiim diinyanin farkinda oldugu bir gercektir.

Petrolii, dogal gaz1 insan hayatindan cok daha iistiin ve degerli gor-
diigiinii bundan 6nceki uygulamalariyla da ortaya koyan sémiirgeci
zihniyetlerin Dogu Akdeniz’i bir baris cografyasindan kan ve gézyasi
havzasina doniistiirmesine asla miisaade etmeyecegiz. Sadece Dogu
Akdeniz’de degil, miidahil oldugumuz tiim uluslararasi sorunlarda
Tiirkiye’nin hak ve ¢ikarlari neyi gerektiriyorsa ondan vazgecmeyece-
gimizi her platformda kararlilikla ifade ediyoruz. Kimsenin hakkinda
gbziimiiz olmadig1 gibi kimseye de hakkimizi yedirtmeyiz. Zira biz
meseleye hak, hukuk ve adalet cercevesinden bakiyoruz. Uluslararasi
hukukun ve deniz hukukunun gerektirdigi tiim kurallara uyuyor ve
mubhataplarimizi da bu kurallara uymaya her zaman davet ediyoruz.

Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz politikasi Ozetle iki temel izerinde yiik-
selmektedir. Birincisi, deniz yetki alanlarinin uluslararasi hukuka
uygun olarak hakea ve adil bicimde sinirlandirilarak, hak ve menfa-
atlerimizin korunmasidir. ikincisi ise Kibris Tiirklerinin Ada'nin esit
ortagi olarak hak ve menfaatlerinin garanti altina alinmasidir. Bu iki
ilke hem uluslararas1 hukuka uygundur hem de her agidan mesrudur.

Bugiine kadar oldugu gibi, Dogu Akdeniz'de bir oldu bittiyi, tehdit,
baski ve santaj dilini asla kabul etmeyecegimizi tiim diinyaya ilan et-
tik. Kurulusundan bugiine oldugu gibi, Tiirkiye kendi haklarinin yani
sira Kibris Tiirklerinin de haklarini savunacak giice ve iradeye sa-
hiptir. Zira bugiin yasanan sorunlarin sebebinin Yunanistan ile Kib-
r1s Rum Kesiminin maksimalist taleplerle attiklar1 tek yanh adimlar
oldugunu cok iyi biliyoruz. Esasinda, basta AB iilkeleri olmak iizere
tiim diinya bunun ¢ok net farkinda. Ama buna ragmen bizler baris ve
diyalog girisimlerimizi hi¢bir zaman durdurmadik.

Bununla birlikte, bugiin ve gelecekteki her bir vatandasimizin hakki-
n1iceren bu meseleyi dogru 6grenmek ve anlamak hi¢ kuskusuz hem
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ulusal hem de uluslararasi alanda hakliligimizi dogru bir sekilde sa-
vunmak icin ¢ok dnemlidir.

Umuyorum Ki bu eser, hakikati arayan ve uluslararasi alanda konu-
nun tarafi olan siyasetciler, arastirmacilar, gazeteciler, yazarlar ve
akademisyenler tarafindan da gerceklerin goriilmesine vesile olur.
Her bir vatandasimin, hakliligimizi her alanda her acidan ve her aract
kullanarak tiim diinyaya duyurmak gibi kiymetli bir vazifesi oldugu-
nu bir kez daha belirtmek istiyorum. Miicadelemiz daha esitlik¢i bir
kiiresel sistem ve daha adil yaklasimlarla cercevelenen uluslararasi
politikalarin tesisine yoneliktir. Zira ¢ok iyi biliyoruz ki; Dogu Akde-
niz'deki miicadelemiz, Tiirkiye ve KKTCnin hak ve ¢ikarlarini1 koru-
manin yan sira, duasi ve umudu esitlik olan tiim milletlerin ortak
davasidir.

TURKIYE CUMHURIYETi CUMHURBASKANI

RECEP TAYYiP ERDOGAN
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iyasi, askeri ve ticari potansiyeliyle biiyiik giiclerin daima ilgi

alani icinde bulunan Dogu Akdeniz’in stratejik 6nemi tari-

hin her evresinde artarak devam etmistir. Diinya ticaretinin

onemli merkezlerinden biri olmasi, hidrokarbon kaynaklari-
na sahip olmasi ve Ortadogu’da hakimiyet kurmanin yolunu agmasi
nedeniyle Dogu Akdeniz jeo-ekonomik ve jeo-politik 6nemini hi¢bir
zaman kaybetmemistir. Bu yiizden, tarihin doniim noktalar1 sayila-
bilecek bircok 6nemli savas, bu cografyaya hakim olma diisiincesiyle
gerceklesmistir.

Bir ticaret merkezi olarak, Siiveys Kanal1 basta olmak iizere diinya-
nin 6nemli gecis ve baglanti noktalarina ev sahipligi yapan Dogu Ak-
deniz, Hint Okyanusu'ndan tasimaciligi miimkiin kilmakta ve Cin,
Hindistan, Giiney Kore gibi Uzakdogu iilkelerini Avrupa pazarlarina
ve Atlas Okyanusu’na baglamaktadir. Gliniimiizde Dogu Akdeniz Or-
tadogu'nun petrol ve dogal gazini1 Avrupa Birligine (AB) tasima ko-
nusunda énemli bir konuma sahiptir. Bu baglamda, Dogu Akdeniz
diinyadaki toplam deniz ticaretinin % 30’unu kapsamaktadir. Ayri-
ca, deniz yoluyla yapilan petrol ticaretinin yaklasik % 25’i bu bolge
lizerinden yapilmaktadir.

Enerji konusunda Ortadogu’da 2000’li yillarin basindan itibaren ya-
sanan gelismelere paralel olarak, Akdeniz Havzasrnin enerji jeo-po-
litigi Dogu Akdeniz bolgesine dogru kaymuistir. Enerji ihtiyacinin ve
buna bagli olarak enerji piyasalarinin radikal bir sekilde biiyiidiigii
2000’li yillarda, bolgede yeni hidrokarbon kaynaklarinin kesfe-
dilmesi ile Dogu Akdeniz giderek kiiresel siyasetin en 6dnemli konu
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basliklarindan biri haline gelmistir. Dogu Akdeniz’de yalnizca son
on yilda 3 trilyon metrekiipten daha fazla kullanilabilir enerji rezervi
kesfedilmistir. Oniimiizdeki yillarda kesfedilmesi beklenen yeni sa-
halarla bu miktarin artacagi tahmin edilmektedir.

Nitekim, ABD Jeolojik Arastirmalar Merkezi (United States Geologi-
cal Survey/USGS-2010) tarafindan yayimlanan rapora gore;

«  Filistin/Israil, Kibris, Liibnan ve Suriye arasinda kalan Levant
Havzasrnda 3,45 trilyon m? dogal gaz ve 1,7 milyar varil petrol
bulundugu tahmin edilmektedir.

« Nil Delta Havzasi icin yaklasik 1,8 milyar varil petrol, 6,3 trilyon
m? dogal gaz ve 6 milyar varil sivi dogal gaz rezervi oldugu 6ngo-
riilmektedir.

« Kibris Adasrnin ¢evresinde 8 milyar varillik petrol rezervi oldu-
gu, Girit Adasrnin giineydogusunda kalan ve Heredot olarak ad-
landirilan bélge ile Kibris Adasi etrafindaki bolgede ise, toplam-
da 3,5 trilyon m?’liik dogal gaz bulundugu tahmin edilmektedir.

« S0z konusu raporda verilen rakamlar dikkate alindiginda, Dogu
Akdeniz’in toplam enerji rezervinin yaklasik 30 milyar varil pet-
role esdeger oldugu ongoriilmektedir.

Enerji piyasalarinin geleceginin yani sira kiiresel ve bolgesel iilkele-
rin gii¢ ve refahi acisindan da 6nemli kirilmalar meydana getirebi-
lecek bu potansiyel, biitiin diinyanin yakin ilgisine mazhar olmak-
tadir. Halihazirda Dogu Akdeniz'de alaninda 6ne c¢ikan cok uluslu
kiiresel enerji sirketlerinin yogun faaliyet gostermesi bu ilgiyi somut
bir sekilde gozler 6niine sermektedir.

Bunun yani sira, Dogu Akdeniz, Ortadogu ve Hazar bolgesinden
Batr'ya yonelik enerji ihracatinda transfer ve gecis giizergahi olarak
onemli bir kavsak konumundadir. Bolge, gerek mevcut gerekse insast
planlanan petrol ve dogal gaz boru hatlari ile stratejik bir konuma sa-
hiptir. Bolge, transit enerji tasimaciliginda 6nemli bir rol oynamakta
ve milyonlarca varil ham petrol Batili pazarlara bu cografya {izerin-
den ulastirilmaktadir.
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Ticaret merkezi olma ve enerji kaynaklarini barindirma ozellikleri-
nin yani sira Dogu Akdeniz ABD ve Rusya gibi bolge dis1 devletlerin
Ortadogu iilkeleri tizerinde hakimiyet kurmasi ve ekonomik kay-
naklarindan faydalanmasi icin kullandig1 alandir. Dogu Akdeniz’de
varlik gostermek Ortadogu siyasetine miidahil olmanin anahtarla-
rindan biri olmustur. Dolayisiyla, Suriye’deki i¢c savas ve Suriye’nin
kuzeyinde bir teror devletinin kurulmak istenmesi, Libya’da ve Mi-
sirda darbecilerin desteklenmesi, israil’in Filistin’i isgali gibi Orta-
dogu meseleleri, Dogu Akdeniz’e egemen olma arzusu ile birlikte de-
gerlendirilmelidir.

Ayrica, Suriye’de yasanan i¢ savas ve bolgede devam eden catisma
ve anlagsmazliklar, uluslararasi aktorlerin Dogu Akdeniz’de askeri
glic bulundurmalarini beraberinde getirmistir. Yunanistan ve Giiney
Kibris Rum Yonetimi’nin (GKRY) iyi niyetten yoksun tutumlari ne-
deniyle ¢oziimsiizliige mahkim edilen Kibris Sorunu ve israil'in yol
actig Filistin Sorunu sebebiyle zaten kalici siyasi istikrarin saglana-
madig1 Dogu Akdeniz, Arap Bahar1 ve onu izleyen siirecte Libya, Mi-
sir ve Suriye’de yasananlar yiiziinden bolge disindan pek cok devle-
tin askeri varligini artirdig bir gerilim sahasi haline gelmistir. Dogu
Akdeniz askeri gii¢c yogunlasmasinin en fazla yasandigi bolgelerden
birisi olmustur.

Kesfedilen ve kesfedilmeyi bekleyen yeni rezervler ve Ortadogu’ya
hakim olma arzusu, giivenlik ve enerjinin devamlilig icin giic yari-
sinda olan biitiin devletlerin Dogu Akdeniz iizerinde rekabete giris-
melerine yol agmaktadir. Béylece, Dogu Akdeniz kiiresel ve bolgesel
glic miicadelesinin yeni siklet merkezi haline gelmistir. ABD ve Rus-
ya basta olmak iizere Fransa, ingiltere, italya, Almanya, Israil, Misir,
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Suudi Arabistan gibi bolge disindan ve bol-
ge icinden bircok iilke Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan miicadele icerisinde
yer almaktadir. Elbette, bu gii¢ miicadelesinin merkezinde bolgedeki
enerji kaynaklarindan daha fazla kazanim elde etme ¢cabasi vardir.

Sicak denizlere inme stratejisi ve 6zellikle Tartus ve Lazkiye Li-
manlarindaki iisleri {izerinden Ortadogu’da siyasi ve ekonomik ka-
zanimlar elde etme arzusu ile Rusya; Israil lobisinin Filistin Sorunu
baglaminda ABD’de yiiriittiigii calismalar ve Rusya’nin Dogu Akde-
niz’deki mevcudiyeti nedeniyle bolgedeki stratejik varliklarini artir-



DOGU AKDENIZ JEOPOLITiGI VE TURKIYE | 17

ma ihtiyaci hissetmesi ¢ercevesinde ise ABD, Dogu Akdeniz'de daha
gOriiniir hale gelmistir. Bolgedeki bu gelismelere cevap verme zorun-
lulugu hisseden ve 6zellikle diizensiz go¢gmen cercevesinde ortaya
cikabilecek riskleri bertaraf etmek isteyen AB iiyesi iilkeler, eski ko-
lonileri iizerinde tekrar gii¢c sahibi olma hayalleri nedeniyle Fransa,
Arap diinyasindaki doniisiim ve demokratiklesme siireclerini bas-
kilamak isteyen Suudi Arabistan ve Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Dogu
Akdeniz'deki ¢ikarlarini uluslararasi hukuku yok sayma pahasina
maksimize etmek isteyen Yunanistan, GKRY ve Misir farkli motivas-
yonlarla Dogu Akdeniz’de niifuz miicadelesinin icine girmektedirler.

Tiirkiye ise, gerek kendisinin ve dostlarinin haklarini ve ¢ikarlarini
uluslararasi hukuka bagli kalarak korumak gerekse ulusal giivenli-
gini saglamak amaciyla bu giic miicadelesine dahil olmaktadir. Dogu
Akdeniz’in 6neminin arttig1 ve bir kiiresel agirlik merkezi olarak éne
cikmaya basladigr 2000’li yillar, ayn1 zamanda Tiirkiye’nin Soguk
Savas’in kaliplarindan ¢ikarak yeni bir biiyiime ve ilerleme hikaye-
sini tarihe kaydettigi bir donem olmustur. 1990’h yillarda siyasi is-
tikrarsizlik, ekonomik krizler ve teror gibi ¢esitli sorunlarla bogusan
Tiirkiye, 2000’li yillarda uluslararasi arenada bir ‘boélgesel gii¢’ ola-
rak etkili olmaya baslamuistir. Tiirkiye bu tarihten itibaren dis politi-
kasini sahip oldugu potansiyel ve bolge gerceklerine uygun bir anla-
yisla belirlemeye ve uygulamaya baslamistir.

2000’li yillara kadar neredeyse yalnizca Kibris sorunu etrafinda se-
Kkillenen Tiirkiye’'nin Dogu Akdeniz politikasi da bu donemden itiba-
ren bircok dinamigin etkisiyle doniismeye baslamistir. Tim cevre
cografyalarda insani yardimlar, kalkinma yardimlari, arabuluculuk,
artan ticaret ag1 gibi boyutlartyla hizla etkinligini artiran Tiirki-
ye’nin, yiizyillarca hakim oldugu ve Anadolu'nun dogal bir parcasi
olan Dogu Akdeniz’deki gelismelere kayitsiz kalamayacagi asikardir.
Bolgede hidrokarbon kaynaklarinin kesfedilmesini miiteakip, Tiir-
kiye bolgedeki haklarini garanti altina almaya yonelik girisimlerini
BM ve diger kurumlar nezdinde derhal baslatmistir. Bu baglamda,
Tiirkiye'nin Akdeniz'deki kita sahanligi haklar1 2004 yilinda BM
nezdinde kayda gecirilmistir. Tiirkiye, GKRY nin tek tarafli faaliyet-
lerine mukabil 2009 ve 2012 yillarinda TPAO’ya verdigi ruhsatlarla
da bolgede hidrokarbon arama faaliyetlerini baslatmustir.
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TURKIYE ® KKTC ® GKRY
HIDROKARBON RUHSAT SAHALARI
HYDROCARBON LICENCE AREAS OF
TURKIYE&TRNC & GCASC

. TPAO'NUN DOGU AKDENIZ KITA SAHANLIGIMIZDAKiI ARAMA RUHSATLARI
TPAO'S EXPLORATION HELF

. TPAO'NUN KKTC TARAFINDAN VERILEN ARAMA RUHSATLARI
‘TURKISH PETROLEUM CORPORATION’S EXPLORATION LICENCES GRANTED BY TRNC

GKRY'NiN ARAMA RUHSATLARI

ccccc 'S EXPLORATION LICENCES

---.l = 4
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Bu adimlar, Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz’e yonelik politikalarini artik
yeni ve ¢cok daha genis bir vizyonla belirledigini gostermek acisin-
dan 6nemlidir. Tiirkiye'nin 2000°1li yillarda yeniden sekillenmeye
baslayan Dogu Akdeniz vizyonu, kendisinin ve dostlarinin hak ve
cikarlarini garanti altina almak, deniz yetki alanlar1 ve kaynaklarin
boliisiimii baglaminda tiim adimlarin uluslararasi hukuka ve hak-
kaniyet ilkesine uygun bir sekilde gerceklesmesini saglamak ve hid-
rokarbon kaynaklarini bir rekabet konusu degil bir is birligi firsati
olarak degerlendirerek, tiim bolgede baris ve refaha katki saglamak
gibi temel ilkeler iizerine insa edilmistir. Tiirkiye’nin bolgeye yone-
lik tiim tezleri uluslararasi hukukun genel ilkeleri, teamiil, doktrin ve
ictihatini temel almaktadir. Bélgedeki tiim mesru aktérlerle 6n sart-
s1z miizakerelere hazir oldugunu en basindan bu yana defalarca ilan
eden Tiirkiye, adil paylasim ve is birligi ile Dogu Akdeniz’in zengin-
liklerinin tiim kiyidas iilkelerin giivenlik ve refahina hizmet eden bir
kaynak olarak degerlendirilmesi gerektigini savunmaktadar.
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Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz
Stratejisini Belirleyen Dinamikler

iirkiye’'nin Dogu Akdeniz’e iliskin tezleri hakliligini tek bir
kaynaktan almadig1 gibi bolgeye yonelik ilgisi ve politi-
kalar1 da tek bir dinamikle aciklanamayacak kadar derin
ve kapsamlidir. 2000°li yillardan itibaren cok-yonli ve
cok-boyutlu bir dis politika izleyen Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki
hak ve cikarlarinin korunmasi, pek cok acidan gerekli, dahasi haya-
ti olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Dogu Akdeniz Tiirkiye icin askeri,
ekonomik, siyasi, diplomatik ve ticari baglamlarda vazgecilmez bir
bolgedir. Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz'deki hak ve cikarlari aleyhi-
ne yiiriitiilen faaliyetler ise, Tiirkiye’nin bolgedeki varligi ile hak ve
menfaatlerine yonelik onemli tehditler ihtiva etmektedir.

Stratejik Onem ve Askeri Giivenlik

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti'nin ana karasinin ii¢ tarafinin Karade-
niz, Ege ve Akdeniz gibi yar1 kapali denizler ile ¢cevrili olmasi, Tiirki-
ye’nin deniz giivenligine onem vermesini gerektirmektedir. Tiirkiye,
Akdeniz’e 1870 kilometrelik sahiliyle Dogu Akdeniz’deki en uzun
kiyiya sahip iilke konumundadir. Boylesi uzun bir sahil, Akdeniz’i
Tiirkiye'nin yalnizca deniz degil ana kara giivenligi icin de hayati de-
recede Onemli hale getirmektedir. Nitekim I. Diinya Savasr'nda Tiirk
topraklarinin ana karasina yonelik en tehditkar girisim Canakkale
Cephesi'nde denizden karaya yapilmak istenen devasa ¢ikarma ha-
rekati ile gerceklestirilmistir.
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Dahasi, 1. Diinya Savasrnin sonunda Tiirkiye'ye yonelik isgal teseb-
biislerinin 6nemli bir kism1 yine denizler {izerinden gerceklesmistir.
Baska bir deyisle, Tiirkiye’nin son yiizyilda yasadig: iki isgal teseb-
biisii de denizden karaya askeri birlik ¢cikarma seklinde tezahiir et-
mistir. Dolayisiyla, Akdeniz gelecekte de Tiirkiye'nin giivenligine
yonelebilecek tehditkar girisimlerin olasi giizergahlarindan birini
olusturmasi nedeniyle, Tiirkiye'nin askeri giivenligi acisindan stra-
tejik bir 6neme sahiptir.

Ote yandan, bugiin Dogu Akdeniz havzasi uluslararasi aktorlerin mii-
dahaleleri neticesinde istikrarsiz bir goériiniime biiriinmiistiir. Dogu
Akdeniz’e komsu iilkelerde yasanan i¢ savaslar, bolgesel anlasmazlik-
lar, ¢1ikar catismalari, siyasi istikrasizliklar gibi bir¢ok faktor, stratejik
bir 6nemesahip bolgenin giivenligini tehditedenboyutlaraulasmistir.
Dolayisiyla,Dogu Akdeniz havzasibuhaliyleuluslararasiinsankacak-
cilig1, uyusturucu ticareti, terérizm gibi suc faaliyetlerine agik giiven-
siz bir alana doniismektedir. Tiirkiye’nin bu havzada tiim aktdrlerin
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varligin1 kabul ettigi bolgesel bir gii¢ olmasi, Dogu Akdeniz havza-
sinda giivenligin tesisi hususunda kendisine énemli sorumluluklar
yiiklemektedir. Bu ¢cercevede, Tiirkiye bolgedeki giivenlik stratejisini,
kendi sinir giivenliginin yani sira Dogu Akdeniz havzasinin giivenli-
gini de korumay1 amaglayan biitiinciil bir perspektifle olusturmak-
tadir.

Son déonemde Tiirkiye karsiti uluslararasi kampanyayi yiiriiten dev-
letlerin kiskirtmalar1 neticesinde, bolgede gerilimi yiikselten Yuna-
nistan’in Dogu Akdeniz’e yonelik maksimalist ve hakkaniyetle bag-
dasmayan yaklasimi, Tiirkiye’'nin deniz yetki alanlarini gasp etme ve
milli savunmasini kirilgan hale getirme maksadi tasimaktadir. Tiir-
kiye karsit1 uluslararas1 kampanyayi yiiriiten devletlerin destegini
alan Yunanistan tarafindan kullanilan ve uluslararasi hukuk, man-
tik ve iyi niyetle bagdasmayan bazi haritalarda da goriildigii iizere,
Dogu Akdenizde Tiirkiye’yi ve haklarini Antalya korfezine hapsede-
rek ablukaya almaya yonelik bir strateji yiiriitiilmek istenmektedir.
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Yunanistan ana karasina 580 Kkilometre, Tiirkiye ana karasina ise
yalnizca yaklasik 2 kilometre uzaklikta bulunan Meis Adasrna dahi
asker ¢ikaran Yunanistan’in bu provokasyonu, bolgede ¢oziimsiiz-
liigiin sebebi olan kotii niyetli tavrin kimden kaynaklandigini1 da
acikca gostermektedir. Kendi tarihine ‘Kiigiik Asya Felaketi’ olarak
gecen 1919-1922 yillar1 arasindaki Tiirkiye'yi isgal tesebbiisii heniiz
hafizalardan silinmeyen, EOKA teror orgiitiine verdigi destekle Kib-
ris Tiirklerinin kitlesel krtyimindan sorumlu olan, PKK/KCK ve DH-
KP-C gibi teror orgiitlerini yillarca destekleyen ve 15 Temmuz Hain
Darbe Girisimi'nden sonra firari darbeciler basta olmak iizere FETO
mensuplarini himaye eden Yunanistan’in, bu girisimleriyle varmaya
calistigi nokta izahtan varestedir.

Dogu Akdeniz’in en biiyiik ekonomisine, en giiclii ordusuna ve en
gelismis demokrasisine sahip olan Tiirkiye'yi, bazi emperyalist {il-
kelerin kiskirtmalariyla uluslararasi hukuku hige sayarak abluka al-
tina almak ve deniz yetki alanlar1 paylasiminda oldubitti yaratmak
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maksadiyla kapasitesinin ¢ok iizerinde bir silahlanma gayreti icine
giren Yunanistan'in devlet yetkilileri, sagduyu ve iyi niyetle bagdas-
mayan girisimlerle bolgeyi istikrarsizlastirmakta ve Yunan halkini
oldukca tehlikeli bir noktaya siiriiklemekten ¢cekinmemektedir.

Kafkasyadan Ortadogu’ya, Balkanlardan Kuzey Afrika’ya kadar
pek cok meselede bir istikrar saglayici islevi géren Tiirkiye’ye yone-
lik bu provokatif tutum, esasinda kiiresel giivenlik acisindan sorgu-
lanmasi gereken bir tehdit haline gelmistir.

Bugiine kadar milli giivenligine yonelen tehditlere karsi, basta BM
Sart1 olmak {izere uluslararasi hukuktan kaynaklanan haklari cer-
cevesinde, yalnizca yurticinde degil sinir 6tesinde de gerekli tiim
tedbirleri almaktan ve uygulamaktan cekinmeyen Tiirkiye, Dogu
Akdeniz'de dogrudan kendi yetki alanlarina, baska bir deyisle
“mavi vatan”a yonelik bu miitecaviz planlara da gecit vermemekte
kararlidir.
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Enerji Arz Giivenligi ve Ekonomi

Ekonomik Isbirligi ve Kalkinma Orgiitii (OECD) iilkeleri arasinda son
15 yilda enerji talep artisi en fazla gerceklesen iilke olan Tiirkiye, son
10 yillik dénemde her yil ortalama 40 milyar dolarini enerji ithala-
tina harcamistir. Diinyanin 17°nci ve bolgesinin en biiyiik ekonomi-
si olan Tiirkiye'ye cari agik olarak yansiyan bu durum, kalkinma ve
ekonomik istikrar acisindan da ¢oziilmesi gereken bir sorun olarak
one ¢ikmaktadir. Ispatlanmis petrol ve dogal gaz rezervlerinin yak-
lasik %70’ine sahip olan bir bolgede yer alan Tiirkiye, bolgesindeki en
onemli dogal gaz ve elektrik pazarlarindan biridir.

Enerji nakil hatlarinin kesisim kavsaginda bulunan ve Tiirk Bogazla-
r1 gibi stratejik gecis noktalarina sahip olan Tiirkiye, 2000°li yillarda
biiyiiyen ekonomisi ve dinamik hale gelen dis politikasiyla baglantili
sekilde yeni ve vizyoner bir enerji politikasini yiiriirliige koymustur.
Tiirkiye, pazar biiyiikliigii ve jeostratejik konumu goz 6niinde bulun-
duruldugunda, bolgesinin enerji ticaret merkezi olmak icin en uygun
aday iilkedir. Bu kapsamda, Giiney Kafkasya Dogal Gaz Boru Hat-
t1 (SCP), Bakii-Tiflis-Erzurum (BTE) Dogal Gaz Boru Hatti, Tiirkiye
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Yunanistan Dogal Gaz Enterkonnektorii (ITG) ve Trans Anadolu Do-
gal Gaz Boru Hatt1 (TANAP) gibi cesitli onemli boru hatti projeleri ha-
yata gecirilmis ve Tiirkiye’nin enerji ticaretinde merkez iilke konumu
tahkim edilmistir.

Tiirkiye'nin enerji politikasinin temel 6nceligi, enerji talep artisinin
gilivenli ve siirdiiriilebilir bir sekilde karsilanabilmesidir. Bu 6nceli-
gin en dnemli bileseni ise, enerji arz giivenliginin saglanmasidir. Bu
cercevede, Tiirkiye disa bagimliligin en 6nemli gerekecelerinden bi-
rini olusturan artan enerji talebini 6z kaynaklarini kullanarak kar-
silama amaciyla alternatif enerji kaynaklarina yonelmektedir. Zira,
bu hedefe ulasilabildigi takdirde, Tiirkiye’nin bu alandaki stratejik
hedefi olan “enerjide merkez iilke konumuna gelme” amacina daha
da yakinlasilacag1 asikardir. Bu dogrultuda, Tiirkiye’de giines, riiz-
gar ve biyokiitle enerjisi, hidrolik ve jeotermal enerji gibi yenilenebi-
lir enerji kaynaklar1 alaninda son yillarda artan yatirimlar oldukca
dikkat c¢ekicidir. Nitekim, Tiirkiye'de enerji sektorii son 10 yilda en
cok biiyiime gosteren ilk iic sektdrden biri olmustur. Bu kapsamda
devasa giines panellerinden riizgar tiirbinlerine, organik ¢coplerden
endiistriyel atiklara pek ¢cok kaynaktan istifade edilmektedir.
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Riizgar enerjisi alaninda Tiirkiye’nin bircok yerinde 2019 itibariyla
3 bin 285 riizgar tiirbini dikilmis, 198 santralde toplamda 8 bin 56
megavat seviyesinde kurulu gii¢ enerji sistemine kazandirilmaistir.
Giines enerjisi alaninda Tiirkiye 2020 yil1 itibariyle 6 bin megavat-
lik kapasiteye ulasarak, son 3 yillik donemde kurulu gii¢c bakimin-
dan yaklasik %75 artis gdstermistir. Boylece, 2020 yil1 Ocak-Temmuz
doneminde iiretilen elektrikte yerli ve yenilenebilir kaynaklarin pay1
%62,08 olmustur. Ayrica, 20 milyon metrekarelik bir alanda yapimi1
devam eden ve tamamlandiginda uzaydan da goriilebilecek olan
Konya Karapinar Giines Enerji Santrali'nin 2 milyon kisinin elektrik
ihtiyacini karsilayacagi ongoriilmektedir.

Tiirkiye en biiyiik hidroelektrik santralleri (HES) kurulu giiciine sa-
hip iilkeler listesinde diinya dokuzuncusu, Avrupa ikincisi konumun-
dadir. Bu alanda 2023 yil1 hedefi ise, Avrupa birinciligidir. Tiirkiye
son yillarda gerceklestirdigi atilimlarla jeotermal enerjiden elektrik
iiretiminde ABD, Endonezya, Filipinler ve Yeni Zelanda ile birlikte ilk
bes iilkeden biri haline gelmistir. Jeotermal potansiyeli bakimindan
Avrupa’nin birinci {ilkesi olan Tiirkiye, kurulu gii¢ bakimindan ise
diinyanin 4. iilkesi konumundadir.
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Tiirkiye’nin biyokiitle enerji potansiyeli de oldukc¢a yiiksektir ve
bu enerjiden yararlanma konusunda da son yillarda énemli atilim-
lar gerceklestirdigi goriilmektedir. 2020 yili basinda Tiirkiye’nin
en biiyiik biyokiitle enerji santrali olan Afyonkarahisar’daki Eber
Elektrik Santrali yillik 202,5 MWh elektrik {iretimiyle devreye gir-
mistir.

Yenilenebilir enerji kaynaklarinin yani sira Tiirkiye’nin niikleer giic
enerjisinden yararlanmaya yonelik yatirimlart devam etmektedir.
Halihazirda Mersin/Akkuyu’daki Niikleer Gii¢ Santralinin yapim ca-
lismalar1 devam ederken, Sinop Niikleer Santrali Projesinin de Cevre-
sel Etki Degerlendirme (CED) Raporu da onaylanmastir.

Tiirkiye yerli ve yenilenebilir enerjinin payinin artirilmasi, enerji
verimliliginin yiikseltilmesi ve niikleer enerjiden istifade edilmesi
gibi somut ve rasyonel hedeflerle hayata gecirdigi yeni ener;ji politi-
kasiyla biiyiik basarilar elde etmisse de, hizla biiyiiyen endiistrisine
bagli olarak artan enerji ihtiyacinda disariya bagimliliktan heniiz
kurtulabilmis degildir. Nitekim halihazirda Tiirkiye’nin cari aciginin
%60’ 1ndan fazlasi enerji ithalatindan kaynaklanmaktadir.
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2020 yilinda Karadeniz'de yerli ve milli imkanlarla kesfedilen yeni
dogal gaz sahasi bu baglamda énemli bir milat olsa da, Tiirk eko-
nomisi ve sanayisinin biiyiikliigii degerlendirildiginde, Tiirkiye’nin
daha biiyiik yerli enerji kaynaklarina ihtiya¢ duydugu aciktir. Bagka
bir deyisle, Tiirkiye’nin 6z kaynaklar {izerinden elde ettigi toplam
enerji miktari, disa bagimliligin1 onlemeye, enerji arz giivenligini
saglamaya ve cari acigin1 dengelemeye yetecek diizeyde degildir.
Dolayisiyla, Tiirkiye enerji talebini 6z kaynaklarimi kullanarak kar-
silama amaci kapsaminda yenilenebilir enerjiye yonelik yatirimlarin
yani sira hidrokarbon bazli yeni rezervler kesfetmek durumundadir.

Tiirkiye bu amag¢ dogrultusunda Dogu Akdeniz’de kendisine ait de-
niz yetki alanlarinda bulundugu tahmin edilen bu kaynaklar1 kesfe-
decek ve kullanilabilir hale doniistiirecek her tiirlii imkan ve kabili-
yete sahip durumdadir. Dogu Akdeniz'de yasanan gerilim de biiyiik
oOlciide Tiirkiye’nin kendisine ait kaynaklar1 kendi imkanlariyla de-
gerlendirmesi neticesinde yasanacak siyasi ve iktisadi doniisiimiin,
Tiirkiye karsit1 cephede yarattig1r hosnutsuzluktan kaynaklanmak-
tadir. Zira, Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki enerji vizyonu, kaynak-
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larin adil bir sekilde paylasilarak, refahin tiim bolgenin baris, huzur
ve istikrarina hizmet edecek sekilde yayginlastirilmasi amacina ma-
tuftur.

S6z konusu hognutsuzlugun ve Dogu Akdeniz'deki cikar iliskilerinin
en acik bicimde goriildiigii 6rneklerden biri, EastMed ad1yla bilinen
Israil dogal gazin1 Avrupa’ya tasima projesidir. Israil, Yunanistan ve
GKRY tarafindan imzalanan anlagmayla 6ne siiriilen harita incelen-
diginde, 6lii dogan bu projenin tek amacinin Tiirkiye ve Kuzey Kibris
Tiirk Cumhuriyetini (KKTC) Dogu Akdeniz enerji denkleminin di-
sinda birakmak oldugu rahatlikla anlasilmaktadir. Oysa, bu bolge-
de Tiirkiye’yi dahil etmeden planlanan her projenin giivenlik, eko-
nomik ve siyasi acilardan rasyonel olmadig1 gayet aciktir. Nitekim,
Tiirkiye’yi dislamak adina cizilen rotanin maliyetleri artirmasi ve
fizibilite acisindan elverissizligi sebebiyle bu proje tiim siyasi baski-
lara ragmen gerekli finansmani bulamamustir. Kaldi ki, boru hattinin
ongoriilen giizergdhinin Tiirkiye'nin deniz yetki alanlarindan geci-
yor olmasi, s0z konusu boru hattinin insasi ve kullanimi sirasinda
ciddi sorunlara yol acabilecektir.
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Iyi niyetle bagdasmayan tiim hukuksuz engelleme cabalarina rag-
men, Tiirkiye Dogu Akdeniz'de kendisinin ve miittefiki KKTCnin
hak ve cikarlarini tavizsiz bir sekilde koruyarak bu vizyonu hayata
gecirecek giice ve kararliliga sahiptir. Dogu Akdeniz’in hidrokarbon
kaynaklarinin ¢ikarilmasiyla tamamlanacak olan enerji vizyonuyla,
Tiirkiye artik cari acik yerine cari fazla veren bir iilke haline gelecek,
Tiirk ekonomisindeki bu doniisiim Balkanlar, Kafkasya ve Ortadogu
basta olmak iizere tiim ¢evre bolgelere artan refah ve giivenlik olarak
olumlu yonde yansiyacaktir. Ornegin, Milli Enerji ve Maden Politika-
s1 kapsaminda maden sektdriinde ihracatin 2023 yilinda 10 milyar
dolar olmasi hedeflenmektedir.

Enerji ihtiyacini 6z kaynaklariyla saglayarak bagimsiz dis politika-
nin 6niindeki en 6nemli zorluklardan biri olarak gésterilen enerji arz
sorunundan kurtulan, gerceklestirdigi devasa enerji ihracatiyla cari
fazla veren, artan doviz rezervi ile ekonomik istikrarini giiclendiren,
biitce fazlasini vatandasinin refahi ile Ar-Ge yatirimlarina yonlendi-
rerek diinyanin geleceginin sekillenmesinde s6z sahibi olan bir Tiir-
kiye, artik bolgesel bir giic olarak degil, uluslararasi sistemde géz ard1
edilemeyecek etkin bir kiiresel bir aktér konumuna yiikselecektir. Bu
yaklasim ve vizyon, Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz stratejisinin 6nemli
bir bilesenini ifade etmektedir.

Ege Sorunlar1 ve Emsal Olusturma EtKisi

Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan gerilimin en onemli sebeplerinden biri,
Yunanistan’in mevcut konjonktiirii bir istismar vasitasi haline geti-
rerek ve bolge-dis1 giiclerin destegini alarak, bir oldu-bitti ile hukuk-
suz iddialarin1 Dogu Akdeniz’de resmilestirmek ve bu yolla Ege’de
coziilmeyi bekleyen meselelere emsal teskil edebilecek kazanimlar
elde etmek maksadidir. Tiirkiye, Yunanistan’in yiiriittiigii bu iyi
niyetten uzak oportiinist politikanin farkindadir ve Dogu Akdeniz
stratejisini bu farkindaliga dayali olarak sekillendirmektedir. 1912
Usi Antlasmasr'nda, Trablusgarp’tan ¢ekilmesi halinde kayitsiz sart-
s1z Osmanli Devleti'ne iade edilecegi kararlastirilan, ancak italyan
isgal kuvvetlerinin terk etmedigi Oniki Ada veya tarihsel ismiyle
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Mentese Adalarrnin, 10 Subat 1947°'deimzalanan ve Tiirkiye’nin temsil
edilmedigi Paris Antlasmasr'nda haksiz bicimde Yunanistan'in idare-
sine birakilmasi, bu oportiinizmi acikca ortaya koyan bir tarihi ger-
ceklik olarak durmaktadir. Cografi olarak Anadolu karasinin devami
olan ve Tiirkiye’nin kita sahanligi icerisinde yer alan bu adalar, yil-
lardir Yunanistan tarafindan bolgede ¢oziimsiizliigii siirdiirmek ve
gerilim olusturmak i¢in bir arag olarak kullanilmaktadir. Ustelik, ha-
len yiiriirliikte olan 1923 Lozan ve 1947 Paris Antlasmalar1 uyarinca
gayri askeri statiide olmasi gereken bu adalara Yunanistan tarafindan
giderek artan miktarlarda askeri yiginak yapilmakta ve bolge barisi
bu yolla tehlikeye atilmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin GASA’larin statiilerinin
Yunanistan tarafindan asindirildigina iliskin 02 Nisan 1969 tarihli
Notasr'na cevaben Yunanistan, 10 Mayis 1969 tarihli Notasi ile gayri-
askeri statiideki adalarin statiisiinii bozmadigini beyan etmistir. Bu
tarihten giiniimiize kadar GASA ihlalleri nota yontemi ve muhtelif
kanallar vasitastyla uluslararasi kamuoyunda giindeme getirilmistir.
Tiirkiye BM Daimi Temsilciligi tarafindan BM’ye sunulan 30 Eyliil
2021 tarihli Mektup ile Yunanistan'in 1923 Lozan ve 1947 Paris Baris
Antlagsmalarinin gayriaskeri statiiye iliskin hiikiimlerini esasli ihlale
(material breach) devam ettigi belirtilmis, bu durumun Yunanistan’a
gayriaskeri statii tesis edilerek bahse konu statiide kalmasi sartiyla
devredilen 23 adanin egemenliginin tartismali hale geldigi vurgulan-
mustir. Yunanistan'in bu tavrinin bariscil olmadigi gibi uluslararasi
anlagmalara da aykir1 oldugu izahtan varestedir.

Yunanistan da dahil olmak iizere, tiim komsulariyla baris, refah ve
istikrar icinde yasama amacini dis politikasinin temel ilkelerinden
biri olarak goren Tiirkiye, Ege sorunlarina her iki tarafin da kabul
ettigi adil ve kalic1 bir ¢6ziim getirilmesi icin 6n sartsiz miizakerelere
hazir oldugunu defalarca deklare etmistir. Buna ragmen bugiine dek
bir ilerleme kaydedilememis olmasinin en 6nemli sebebi, Yunanis-
tan’in Ege Denizi'nde “tek sorun-tek ¢oziim” yaklasiminda diretme-
sidir. Yunanistan’a gore, Ege Denizi’nde tek sorun Uluslararasi Adalet
Divanrna gidilerek ¢oziilebilecek olan “kita sahanliginin belirlenme-
si sorunu”dur.

Yunanistan’in iddiasinin aksine, Tiirkiye ile Yunanistan arasinda;
Egemenligi Antlasmalar ile Yunanistan’a Devredilmemis Ada, Ada-



cik ve Kayaliklarin aidiyeti, karasulari genisliginin belirlenmesi, kita
sahanlig1 sinirlandirilmasi, Yunanistan’in uluslararasi hukuka ayki-
r1 olarak ulusal hava sahasinin 10 deniz mili genisliginde oldugunu
iddia etmesi, Gayriaskeri Statiideki Adalarin statiisiinii asindiran fa-
aliyetler, Ucus Malumat Bolgesi (FIR) ve Arama-Kurtarma (SAR) Bol-
gesi sorumluluklarinin Yunanistan tarafindan istismar edilmesi ve
Yunanistanin Dogu Akdeniz'de deniz yetki alanlarinin paylasimina
yonelik maksimalist talepleri basta olmak tizere birbiri ile baglantili
olarak ¢oziilmesi gereken bircok sorun alani bulunmaktadir. Tiirki-
ye, BM Sartrnda ongoriilen hicbir bariscil ¢oziim yontemini disla-
mamaktadir. Dolayisiyla, Yunan hiikiimeti bu dayatmaci tavriyla iyi
niyet tasimadigini acik¢a gostermektedir.
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Halihazirda herhangi bir anlasma ile deniz sinirlarinin belirlenme-
digi Ege Denizi'nde hem Tiirkiye hem de Yunanistan 6 deniz mili
genisliginde karasularina sahiptir. Tiirkiye’nin bariscil miizakereler-
le anlasma teklifine yanasmayan Yunanistan, senelerdir belirli do-
nemlerde karasularini 12 deniz miline ¢ikaracagi yoniinde provokatif
sinyaller vererek, Ege’de gerginligi yilikseltmektedir. Karasularini 12
deniz miline ¢ikarmasi durumunda, Yunanistan'in karasular1 Ege
Denizi’'nin %70’inden fazlasimi teskil edecek, acik deniz biiyiiklii-
gl %20’nin altina diisecek ve Tiirkiye’nin karasular1 Ege Denizi'nin
%10’'undan daha azini1 kapsayacaktir. Bu yaklasim, Tiirkiye'nin yil-
lardir iki iilke arasinda bir dostluk ve baris denizi haline getirmeyi
teklif ettigi Ege Denizi’ni neredeyse bir Yunan i¢ denizi haline getirme
ve Tiirkiye’yi acik denizlerden mahrum etme maksadi tasimaktadir.

Iyi niyetle bagdasmayan benzer bir tavir, 1923 Lozan ve 1947 Paris
Antlagsmalariyla gayriaskeri statii teskil edilen adalar meselesinde
de acik¢a goriilmektedir. Ege Sorunlarinin ¢6ziimii icin Uluslararasi
Adalet Divani kartini dillerinden diistirmeyen ve 1993 yilinda Ulus-
lararasi Adalet Divanrnin zorunlu yarg yetkisini kabul eden Yunan
yetkililer, “ulusal giivenlik ¢ikarlar1” ile ilgili askeri 6nlemlerden kay-
nakli hususlara iliskin olarak Divan’in zorunlu yarg: yetkisine ce-
kince koyarak, adalarin silahlandirilmasina iliskin bir tartismanin
Uluslararas1 Adalet Divanrna gitmesini engellemeyi hedeflemis ve
bu sekilde anlasma yiikiimliiliiklerini ihlal ettiklerini zimnen Kka-
bul etmislerdir. Ege Denizi'nde karasulari genisligi 6 deniz mili olan
Yunanistan'in hava sahasinin 10 deniz mili genisliginde oldugunu
iddia etmesi ve uluslararasi hava sahasinda Ucus Malumat Bolgesi
(FIR) sorumlulugunu israrla istismar etmesi de Yunanistanin ayni
uzlasmaz ve dayatmaci tavrinin bir diger tezahiiriidiir. Zira bir tilke-
nin hava sahasi, karasulari genisligi ile sinirlidir. Yunanistan’in 1931
yilinda karasular1 heniiz 3 deniz mili iken karasularinin 6tesinde 10
deniz mili hava sahasi ilaninin hi¢bir mesruiyeti bulunmamaktadir.

Yunanistan, hukuki ve resmi hi¢bir gecerliligi ve temeli bulunmayan,
mantik ve hakkaniyet ile bagdasmayan bicimde s6zde kita sahanli-
ginin Meis Adasrndan baslayarak giineye (Misir’a) dogru Akdeniz’in
ortasina kadar uzandigini iddia etmekte Tiirkiye'yi Antalya Korfe-
zi'ne hapsetmeyi hedeflemektedir. Yunanistan, ana karasina 580
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kilometre, Tiirkiye'ye ise yalnizca 2 kilometre uzaklikta bulunan,
yiizolciimii 10 kilometrekareden daha kiiciik olan Meis Adasrnin,
40 bin kilometrekareden daha fazla, baska bir deyisle kendi yiizol-
climiinden 4 bin kat daha fazla deniz yetki alanina sahip oldugu yo-
niinde uluslararasi hukukla, hakkaniyetle ve mantikla bagdasmayan
bir iddiay1 1srarla siirdiirmektedir.

Tiirkiye, kendi kiyilarina yakin olanlar dahil olmak {izere tiim Yu-
nan adalarinin karasular1 hakkini tanimakta ve bunu bir tartisma
konusu yapmamaktadir. Uluslararasi hukukta ilke olarak benzer
durumdaki adalara taninan yetki de bundan ibarettir. Yunanistan
ise yaklasik 10 km2’lik yiizol¢iimii ve Tiirkiye’ye 1950 metrelik me-
safede bulunan Meis gibi kiiciik bir adanin Tiirkiye’nin ana kara-
sindan daha fazla deniz yetki alan1 olmasi gerektigine iliskin hicbir
mesru aciklamasi olmayan bir yaklasim sergilemektedir.

Uluslararas1 hukukta, deniz yetki alanlarinin sinirlandirilmasinda,
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ana karalarin adalara gore 6ncelikli oldugu (cografyanin distiinlii-
gii) ilke olarak kabul edilmektedir. Dahasi, Adalarin deniz yetki
alanlar1 ve sinirlandirmaya olasi etkisi belirlenirken niifus ve ticari
aktivitenin hacmi gibi ekonomik, demografik ve sosyal etkenler de
g6z oniinde bulundurulmaktadir.

Bu gercegin farkinda olan Yunan hiikiimeti, italya ile imzalanan
Iyon Denizi Deniz Yetki Alanlarinin Sinirlandirilmasi Anlasmasr’n-
da benzer bir iddiay1 hi¢ giindeme getirmemis ve Tiirkiyenin tezle-
rinin hakliligin1 zimnen kabul etmistir. Yunanistan'in deniz yetki
alani anlasmasi imzaladig1 bir diger iilke olan Misir da Meis Adasrna
iliskin Yunan iddialarin1 gecersiz kabul etmektedir. 1978 yilinda in-
giltere ve Fransa arasinda Mans Denizi {izerine imzalanan anlasma,
1982°de Uluslararas1 Adalet Divanrnin Tunus ve Libya arasindaki
Kerkennah adalarina iliskin hiikmii, 1985 Malta-Libya anlasmasi gibi
pek ¢cok uluslararasi hukuk metni de tamamen Tiirkiye’nin tezlerini
destekler nitelikte kararlar icermektedir.

Yunanistan, yukarida belirtilen ve Tiirkiye’nin tezlerinin hakliligi-
na isaret eden tiim bu hususlara karsin uluslararasi arenada Tiirkiye
karsiti kampanyanin konjonktiirel destegini arkasina alarak, hukuki
anlamda herhangi bir temeli bulunmayan tezlerini Tiirkiye’ye kabul
ettirme gayreti icindedir. Bu stratejinin ilk asamasi, uluslararasi ka-
muoyunu ikna ederek Dogu Akdeniz'deki gerilimde Tiirk tarafina
kendi isteklerini zorla kabul ettirmek, ikinci asamasi ise buradan
elde edilecek kazanimi emsal gostererek, Ege Denizi’'ndeki sorunla-
rin da kendi tezleri ¢ercevesinde ¢oziime baglanmasini saglamaya
calismaktir.

Kibris Sorunu ve KKTC’nin Giivenligi

Dogu Akdeniz’e iliskin meselelerin odak noktalarindan birini hic¢ kus-
kusuz yarim asirdir ¢oziilmeyi bekleyen Kibris Sorunu teskil etmek-
tedir. GKRY, AB iiyesi olmanin ayricaliklarindan yararlanarak kendi-
sini adanin yegane sahibi olarak gérmekte, Kibrish Tiirklerin temel
siyasi haklarina saygi duymadigi gibi adanin dogal zenginliklerini de
paylasmamakta israrct davranmaktadir. Kibrisli Tiirkler, defalarca
Rum tarafina adanin dogal zenginliklerinin degerlendirilmesi husu-
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sunda is birligi yapma ¢agrisinda bulunmustur. Boyle bir is birliginin
Kibris meselesinin ¢6ziimii i¢in de uygun bir zemin olusturacagi acik-
tir. Ancak, GKRY yarim asirlik uzlasmaz tavrinda diretmekte ve Fran-
sa gibi bolge dis1 devletlerle uluslararasi hukuka aykir1 askeri faaliyet
icerisine girerek, bolgede tansiyonu tirmandirmayi tercih etmektedir.
Esasinda, Kibris Rum tarafinin gecen yarim asirda yaptigi da hemen
hemen bundan ibarettir.

1571 yilindan itibaren 307 yil boyunca Osmanli-Tiirk hakimiyeti al-
tinda yasayan Kibris, 1878 yilinda hiikiimranlik hakki Osmanli im-
paratorlugundan kalmak sartiyla ingiltere’ye devredilmis; I. Diinya
Savasrnin baslamasiyla birlikte ada tek tarafli bir kararla Ingiltere
tarafindan ilhak edilmis ve 1923 Lozan Antlasmasi ile Tiirkiye ada
iizerindeki Ingiliz hAkimiyetini tanimistir. II. Diinya Savasr'ni takip
eden yillarda Kibrisli Rumlar, Yunanistan’la birleserek Kibris1 bir
“Helen” adasi haline getirme amaci giiden ve “Enosis” olarak bilinen
bir kampanya yiiriitmeye baslamistir. 1955 yilinda kurulan EOKA te-
ror orgilitiiniin saldirilar1 neticesinde Kibrish Tiirkler 33 karma koy-
den zorla goc ettirilmislerdir. Kibrish Tiirklerin ve Tiirkiye’'nin karar-
I1 durusu sayesinde, gerceklestirilen miizakereler sonucunda, 1960
yilinda ortaklik temeline ve adadaki Tiirk ve Rumlarin esit siyasi hak
ve statiisiine dayal1 Kibris Cumhuriyeti kurulmus ve Tiirkiye, Yuna-
nistan ve Ingiltere garantor olarak kabul edilmistir.

Kibris Rum tarafi ortak Kibris Devleti kurulur kurulmaz Kibrislt
Tiirkleri devlet kurumlarindan dislamaya, izole etmeye ve Enosis ha-
yalinin Oniinii agmaya yonelik bir siyaset giitmeye baslamistir. 1963
yilina gelindiginde, 1960 Anayasasinin islerligini kaybettigini iddia
eden Cumhurbaskan1 Makarios onciiliigiindeki Rumlar, adadaki
Tiirklerin imhasimi1 6ngdren “Akritas Plani”n1 uygulamaya koymus
ve Kibris Tiirk toplumuna karsi kapsamli ve sistematik saldirilara
baslamustir. Tarihe “Kanli Noel” olarak gecen bu etnik temizlik ope-
rasyonu neticesinde, 30 bin Tiirk zorla goc ettirilmis; denize ¢ikisi ol-
mayan ve siirekli kusatma altinda tutulan kiiciik alanlara siginmak
zorunda birakilmistir. Bu katliamla, ortaklik temeline dayali Kibris
Cumhuriyeti Kibrisli Rumlar tarafindan gasp edilmistir.

27 Aralik 1963’te Ada’ya {i¢ garantor {ilkenin askerlerinden olusan bir
“Baris Koruma Kuvveti” olusturulmustur. ve Ingiltere’nin dnerisiyle
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Lefkosa “Yesil Hat”la ikiye boliinmiistiir. Bu tarihten itibaren Kibris
Sorunu uluslararasi toplumun giindeminde 6nemli bir mesele haline
gelmis ve Birlesmis Milletler Giivenlik Konseyinin (BMGK) 4 Mart
1964°te aldig1 186 sayil1 kararla adaya uluslararasi baris giicii (UNFI-
CYP) konuslandirilmistir. 1967 yilinda Yunanistan’da askeri darbe ile
hiikiimeti ele geciren Cunta, Enosis i¢in Kibris’ta Tiirk koylerine sal-
dirilar diizenlemeye baslamistir. Katliamlar ancak Tiirkiye’nin ga-
rantorliik hakkini kullanacagi yoniindeki ihtar {izerine durmustur.

15 Temmuz 1974’te, Yunan Cuntasinin da destegini alan EOKA lideri
Nikos Sampson, aday1 Yunanistana baglamak amaciyla Makariosa
kars1 bir darbe gerceklestirerek iktidari ele gecirmistir. Tiirkiye, Kib-
ris’in anlasmalarla garanti altina alinmis olan egemenligine ve top-
rak biitiinliigiine kasteden bu hareket karsisinda, once Ingiltere’ye
ortak miidahale teklifinde bulunmus; olumsuz cevap {izerine 20
Temmuz 1974’te Kibris Baris Harekatr'ni baslatmistir. Bu basarili ha-
rekat neticesinde, Kibris’in Yunanistan tarafindan ilhaki 6nlenmis,
1963’ten bu yana tehdit altinda bulunan Kibris Tiirk halkinin varlig1
gilivence altina alinmis ve Cunta idaresi bertaraf edilerek demokrasi
tesis edilmistir. 1975 yilinda BM Baris Giicii nezaretinde miibadele
uygulanmis ve adada iki homojen kesim teskil edilmistir.

Kibris Tiirk halki, Ada’nin kuzey kesiminde kendi kendini yonet-
me ihtiyact neticesinde 13 Subat 1975 tarihinde Kibris Tiirk Federe
Devleti'ni kurmustur. Miiteakiben devam eden miizakerelerde Rum-
larin ve uluslararas: toplumun kabul edilemez tutumu nedeniyle
Kibris Tiirk halki, self determinasyon hakkina dayanarak 15 Kasim
1983 tarihinde Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti’ni ilan etmistir. BM
Genel Sekreterinin sinirli bir ¢ercevede kolaylastirici bir misyonla
dahil oldugu Tiirk-Rum goriismeleri 1974 Eyliil ayindan bugiinlere
dek aralikli olarak devam edegelmistir. Farkli sehirlerde, farkli bag-
lamlarda ve farkli liderlerle defalarca miizakere masasi kurulmasina
ragmen Kibris Rum tarafinin uzlasmaz ve dayatmaci tutumundan
odiin vermemesi, miizakerelere yapici katki vermesi gereken Avrupa
Birliginin tarafgir bir yaklasimla Rum tarafinin tavrini desteklemesi
sebebiyle bugiine dek kapsamli ve kalic1 bir ¢coziime ulasilamamuistir.
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Tiim miizakereler boyunca goriilen bu tavrin en somut ve carpici 0r-
negi Annan Planrna Kkarsi taraflarin ortaya koydugu tavirdir. Uzun
miizakereler neticesinde, 31 Mart 2004 tarihinde, iki kesimli, iki ta-
rafin birbirinin ayr1 kimligini ve biitlinligiinii taniyacagi, taraflarin
birbirlerinin Kkiiltiirel, dini, siyasi, sosyal ve dil kimliklerine saygi
gosterecekleri, bir tarafin diger taraf tizerinde hakimiyet kuramaya-
cagi, kurucu devletlerin kendi alanlarinda yetkilerini egemence kul-
lanacaklar1 ve kendi diizenlerini serbestce kurabilecekleri, kurucu
devletlerin ve Federal Hiikiimetin birbirlerinin yetki ve islevlerine
karisamayacaklar1 ve bir tarafin diger taraf {izerinde otorite ve yetki
iddiasinda bulunamayacagi gibi hususlari iceren Annan Planr’nin ni-
hai hali taraflara sunulmustur.




TURKIYE’NIN DOGU AKDENIZ STRATEJiSiNi BELIRLEYEN DINAMIKLER | 51

Annan Plani, 24 Nisan 2004°te her iki kesimde referanduma gotiiriil-
miis; Kibris Tiirkleri %64.97’le plana evet derken, Rum taraf1 %75.83’le
hayir diyerek plani reddetmistir. Referandumlarda ¢ikan bu sonug,
kimin ¢oziim ve baristan kimin ¢oziimsiizliikk ve dayatmadan yana
oldugunu acikca ortaya koymustur. BM ve AB tarafindan destekle-
nen bu plan, Rum tarafinin devlet eliyle yiiriittiigii hayir kampanyasi
neticesinde basarisiz olmasina ragmen, GKRY, adadaki Tiirk varligi
yok sayilarak, Kibris’in tamamini temsilen 1 Mayis 2004°te Avrupa
Birligine tam iiye olarak kabul edilmistir. Yarim asirdir, oyalama,
dayatma, yok sayma, izolasyon, oldu bittilerle mevzi kazanma ve
Kibris’ta Tiirk varligini sona erdirmek icin firsat kollama yoniindeki
tavrindan vazge¢cmeyen bir Kibris Rum Kesimi s6z konusudur.
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Kibris sorunu ile Dogu Akdeniz sorunu boélgede hidrokarbon ara-
ma ve sondaj faaliyetleri kapsaminda kesismektedir. Bu baglamda
GKRY, Tiirkiye’nin 2004 yilindan bu yana BM nezdinde kayda gecir-
digi kita sahanligi iizerinde hak iddia etmekte, Tiirkiye'yi s6zde ken-
di miinhasir ekonomik bolgesini (MEB) ihlal etmekle su¢lamaktadir.
Oysa, 1960 yilinda ortaklik temelinde kurulan Kibris Cumhuriyeti'ni
adadaki Tiirk varligini yok etme amaciyla yikan GKRY’ nin ve onun
cesitli tilkelerle imzaladig1 s6zde deniz anlasmalarinin Tiirkiye nez-
dinde hicbir hukuki gecerliligi bulunmamaktadir.

Dogu Akdeniz’de GKRY tarafindan tek tarafli olarak ilan edilen s6z-
de MEB’in 13 parseli bulunmaktadir. GKRY, bu parselleri uluslararasi
sirketlere ihale ederek lisanslandirmakta, halihazirda ilgili parseller-
de bircok uluslararasi enerji sirketi sondaj faaliyetleri yiiriitmektedir.
Oysa, GKRY adanin tamamini temsil eden bir devlet olmadigindan
tek basina MEB olusturma ve ihale etme hakki bulunmamaktadir.
Ayrica, Adanin etrafindaki haklardan esit sekilde yararlanmasi ge-
reken Kibris Tiirk Halki, kesiflerle saglanacak gelirlerden mahrum
birakilmaktadir. GKRY, AB’nin de destegiyle uluslararasi enerji fir-
malarini bolgeye cekerek fiili oldubittiler gerceklestirmek istemekte
ve bolgede kesfedilen dogal gaz rezervlerine tek basina sahip olmaya
calismaktadir.

GKRY, bu hukuksuzlukla yetinmeyerek ilan ettigi s6zde MEB ile
Tiirkiye’'nin kita sahanlig1 alanina tecaviiz etmektedir. GKRY, 2003
yilindan bu yana Kibris Adasr’na komsu iilkelerle deniz yetki alan-
lar1 sinirlandirma anlasmalar1 yapmaktadir. GKRY ilk olarak, Misir
ile 2003 yilinda MEB Sinirlandirma Anlasmasi imzalamistir. S6z
konusu anlasmanin Tiirkiye’nin kita sahanligina iliskin ab initio
(baslangictan itibaren) ve ipso facto (kendiliginden) haklarini ihlal
etmektedir. Bu nedenle, Tiirkiye BM’ye iletilen 2 Mart 2004 tarihli
bir mektup ve 4 Ekim 2005 tarihli bir Nota ile GKRY nin deniz yetki
alanlarim1 sinirlandirma tegebbiislerinin kabul edilmeyecegini be-
lirtmistir. Ayrica, s6z konusu donemde, Misir tarafina bahsi gecen
anlagsma ile 6nemli bir deniz alanini kaybettigi, bu kaybin Tiirkiye ile
Musir arasinda varilacak bir kita sahanligi anlasmasi ile giderilebile-
cegi iletilmistir.
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GKRY, 2007 yilinda Liibnan ile MEB sinirlandirma anlasmasi im-
zalamistir. Bu anlasmaya iliskin Tiirkiye Liibnan’a deniz hukuku
baglamindaki tezlerini ayrintili sekilde izah etmis, hakkaniyete da-
yal1 bir anlagsmayla daha fazla deniz yetki alan1 elde edebilecegini an-
latmustir. Bu anlagma, Israil ile deniz yan sinirina iliskin ortaya ¢ikan
ihtilaf nedeniyle, Liibnan tarafinca heniiz onaylanmamis ve yiiriirlii-
ge koyulmamustir.

Son olarak, GKRY 2010 yilinda Israil ile bir MEB sinirlandirma anlas-
masi imzalamistir. GKRY nin Liibnan ve Israil ile imzaladig1 MEB an-
lasmalarsi, iki iilke arasinda bir deniz yan sinir1 sorunu ortaya cikarmis
ve anilan iilkeler BM nezdinde resmi itirazlarda bulunmuslardir.

GKRY’nin s6zde ruhsat sahalarindan 1, 4, 5, 6 ve 7 numarali bloklar
kismen kita sahanligimizla cakismaktadir. Tiirkiye, GKRY-Misir
2003 MEB Sinirlandirma Anlasmasina Kibris sorununun yani sira,
kita sahanligimiz ihlal edildigi icin itiraz etmekte, GKRY-Liibnan ve
GKRY-Israil Anlasmalarina ise, Kibris sorunu cercevesinde itiraz et-
mekte ve gerekli tepkileri KKTC ile koordineli olarak vermektedir.
Dolayisiyla, Tiirkiye bir yandan kendi kita sahanlig1 icindeki alan-
lar ve KKTC’nin ruhsat verdigi alanlarda milli imkan ve kabiliyetle-
ri dahilinde hidrokarbon arama ve sondaj faaliyetlerine devam et-
mekte diger yandan uluslararasi hukuktan dogan egemen haklarini
korumak amaciyla ve Kibris’taki garantor statiisii sorumluluguyla
GKRY’nin attig1 tek tarafli haksiz adimlara karsi onlemler almakta-
dir. Tiirkiye, bolgesel ve kiiresel giiclerin enerji miicadelesi tizerinden
giincel bir gerilim konusu olarak ortaya cikan Dogu Akdeniz sorunu-
na kendisinin ve Kibris Tiirklerinin hak ve menfaatlerinin savunul-
masi baglaminda yaklasmaktadir.

Bolgesel ve Kiiresel Niifuz Miicadelesi

Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz stratejisini etkileyen faktorlerden bir dige-
ri, lilkemizin Dogu Akdeniz’de en uzun kiy1 uzunluguna sahip olma-
st nedeniyle Tiirkiye’nin 6n bahcesi konumundaki Dogu Akdeniz’de
yasanan bolgesel ve kiiresel niifuz miicadelesidir. Bolge devletlerinin
yani sira, bolge disindan ve uzak cografyalardan pek ¢ok devletin
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miidahil oldugu bu miicadeleye, asirlarca Dogu Akdeniz’e hakim
olmus ve halen bolgedeki en biiyiik devletlerden biri olan Tiirkiye’nin
kayitsiz kalmasi diisiiniilemez. Dogu Akdeniz’in potansiyel hidro-
karbon kaynaklarinin yani sira, kiyidas iilkelerin ve genel itibariyle
komsu cografyalarin sahip oldugu enerji kaynaklari, bélgenin enerji
transferi acisindan tasidigi hayati 6nem ve Siiveys Kanalrnin etki-
siyle bolgenin 6nemli kiiresel ticaret merkezlerinden biri olmasi da
bolgeye yonelik ilgiyi artiran faktorler arasindadir.

Bunun yani sira, Israil lobisinin Filistin Sorunu baglaminda ABD'de
yiiriittiigii calismalar1 ve dogal gaz miicadelesindeki amaglari, Rus-
ya'nin uzun zamanlardan itibaren siiregelen sicak denizlere inme
stratejisi, Fransa’nin eski kolonilerinde tekrar gii¢ sahibi olma ha-
yalleri, Suudi Arabistan ve Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri’nin Arap Diin-
yasrnda doniisiim ve demokratiklesme talep eden halk hareketle-
rini bastirma arzusu gibi 0zel sebepler bahse konu aktorlerin Dogu
Akdeniz'de niifuz miicadelesine girmesine gerekce olusturmaktadir.
Halihazirda Dogu Akdeniz'de niifuz elde etmek isteyen ABD, Rus-
ya, Fransa, Ingiltere, Italya, Almanya, Israil, Misir, Suudi Arabistan
ve Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri gibi pek cok aktor biitiinciil ve yekpare
bir ittifak teskil etmemekte ve kendi aralarinda da rekabeti siirdiir-
mektedir. Bununla birlikte, s6z konusu devletlerin tiimii, Tiirkiye’nin
bolgede giderek artan etkisinden endise duymaktadirlar. Tarih bo-
yunca Anadolu’ya hakim olan giiclii devletler, niifuz alanlarini 6n-
celikle Levant ve genel olarak Dogu Akdeniz’e dogru genisletmis, bu
sayede biiyiik imparatorluklar ortaya ¢ikmustir. Istanbul, Basra ve
Iskenderiye ii¢cgeninin arasinda kalan, insanlik tarihinin ve medeni-
yetin dogup filizlendigi, Asya, Avrupa ve Afrika’nin kesisim nokta-
sinda yer alan bu cografya tarihin “merkez bolge”sini teskil etmistir.
Yazinin icadi ile tarih bu cografyada dogmus, para bu cografyada
icat edilmis, ilk biiyiik savaslar, ilk milletlerarasi resmi anlasmalar
ve ilk imparatorluklar bu cografyada ortaya ¢ikmistir. Dinler tarihi
bu cografyada sekillenmistir. Bahse konu boélgede hiikiim siiren Sii-
merler, Hititler, Asurlular, Dogu Romalilar, Selcuklular ve Osmanlilar
kendi devirlerinin en biiyiik ve giiclii imparatorluklarini kurmuslar-
dir. Osmanli Devleti, Yavuz Sultan Selim’in gerceklestirdigi 1517 Mi-
sir Seferi ile soz konusu cografyanin tek hakimi olmustur. Barbaros
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Hayreddin Pasa komutasindaki Tiirk donanmasinin 1538 Preveze
Deniz Zaferi'yle Osmanli imparatorlugu Akdeniz'de hakimiyeti sagla-
mistir. Bu hakimiyetin saglanmasi ile baslayan “Osmanli Baris1” (Pax
Ottomana) dénemi, bu cografyaya esi gériilmemis bir baris ve huzur
iklimi getirmistir. Bugiiniin Dogu Akdeniz iilkelerinden Yunanistan
437 yil, Suriye, Filistin/Israil ve Liibnan 402 yil, Misir 365 yil, Libya
360 yil, Tunus 323 yil Osmanli hiikiimranlig1 altinda huzurla yasa-
mistir. Bu huzur, bélgenin enerji kaynaklarina goz diken uzak emper-
yalist giiclerin isgalleri ile son bulmus ve Dogu Akdeniz'de halen den-
geler yerine oturmamuistir.

Tiirkiye'nin derin tarihi, kiiltiirel, ticari, ekonomik baglarinin bu-
lundugu Dogu Akdeniz bolgesine yonelik her faaliyeti, Tiirkiye kar-
sit1 aktorleri rahatsiz etmekte ve bu aktorler tarafindan Tiirkiye'nin
bolgeye yonelik istikrar artirici faaliyetlerinin oniinii kesme stratejisi
izlenmektedir. 2000’1i yillardan itibaren ekonomik, siyasi ve askeri
acilardan giicii ve potansiyeli giderek yiikselen Tiirkiye’nin Soguk Sa-
vasin siyaset kaliplarini terk ederek yeni bir paradigma cercevesinde
bolgeyi ele almasi ve sahada ve masada soziinii sylemesi Tiirkiye kar-
sit1 uluslararasi aktoérleri endiseye sevk etmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin derin
tarihsel ve kiiltiirel baglarla bagh oldugu bélgelere yonelik acilimi
“eksen kaymas1” gibi ithamlarla itibarsizlastirilarak engellenmeye ¢a-
lisiimaktadir. Oysa, dogal ve gercekei olan tek secenek, bolgenin en de-
mokratik, en giiclii, en miireffeh ve en prestijli iilkesi olan Tiirkiye’nin,
Dogu Akdeniz’de istikrar, baris, refah ve is birliginin garantorii olarak
kabul edilmesidir.

Bolgedeki niifuz miicadelesinin 6nemli bir boyutu, terdr orgiitlerinin
‘vekil gii¢’ olarak aragsallastirilmasidir. PKK/YPG, FETO, DEAS, DH-
KP-C gibi teror Orglitlerinin tiimii, Tiirkiye’'nin bélgede artan giiciinden
rahatsiz olan devletlerden agik veya ortiik olarak destek almaktadir. Bu
hususta en ¢arpici 6rnek, AB ve ABD tarafindan da teror oOrgiitii ola-
rak kabul edilen PKK ve Suriye’deki uzantisi YPG'nin, NATO miittefi-
ki olan ABD ve Fransa gibi iilkelerden aldig1 destektir. Bir baska teror
orgiitiiyle miicadele bahanesi ile agir silahlarla donatilan teror orgiitii
PKK/YPG, bolgede baski ve zorbalikla demografik yapiy1 degistirmeye
calismakta ve Tiirkiye’ye karsi bir tehdit olarak diri tutulmaktadir.
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Bolgenin yerli halklarinin demokratiklesme ve 6zgiirlesme yoniinde-
ki talepleri ise, kukla darbeciler eliyle bastirilmaktadir. Misir halki-
nin mesru se¢imler sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan iradesi, darbe ile basti-
rilmis, Libya'da normallesme cabalar1 bir baska darbeci olan savas
suclusu Hafter eliyle engellenmeye devam edilmektedir.

Bahse konu darbeciler ile teror orgiitlerinin en biiyiik finans kay-
nagi ise Korfez sermayesidir. Son donemde bahse konu sermayenin
Israil'in isgal ve yayilma planlarina verdikleri destek de bolgedeki
iliski aglarim1 daha asikar hale getirmistir. Dogu Akdeniz sorunu
kapsaminda bolge devletlerinin Tiirkiye aleyhine gerceklestirdikleri
en somut koalisyon Misir’in ev sahipliginde, 16 Ocak 2019°’da Misir,
Israil, Yunanistan, GKRY, Urdiin ve italya'nin bakan diizeyinde ger-
ceklestirdikleri toplanti sonucunda kurulan Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Foru-
mu adli olusumdur. ikinci toplantisini 16 Ocak 2020°de yapan Dogu
Akdeniz Gaz Forumuna, Misirin baskenti Kahire’de 22.09.2020
tarihinde imzalanan anlasma ile resmi bir statii kazandirilmistir.
Son toplantida Israil, Tiirkiye aleyhtar1 propagandanin énemli des-
tekcilerinden biri olan Birlesik Arap Emirliklerinin de birlige katil-
masi teklifinde bulunmus ve bu talep fiye tilkelerin degerlendirmesi
icin glindeme alinmustur.

Anlasilacag iizere, Dogu Akdeniz bugiin bolgesel ve kiiresel niifuz
miicadelesinin merkezinde yer alan bolgelerden biridir. Dogu Akde-
niz’in ekonomik ve jeopolitik 6neminin artmasiyla yakin gelecekte
s6z konusu miicadelenin giderek genislemesi ve derinlesmesi bek-
lenmektedir. Bolgenin en giiclii devletlerinden biri olan ve Dogu Ak-
deniz’de uluslararasi hukuktan dogan vazgecilemez haklari bulunan
Tiirkiye’nin kendi aleyhinde uluslararasi bir kampanya yiiriitiilmesi
gerekcesiyle bu miicadelenin disinda konumlanmasi beklenemez.
Bu nedenle, Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz miicadelesinde sahip oldugu
araclarla sahada varligini tiim giiciiyle hissettiren aktif bir politika
yiiriitme zorunlulugu bulunmaktadir.
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ogu Akdeniz'de niifuz miicadelesine giren pek cok ak-
tor, salt ihtirasa ya da haksizliga dayali ve basarisizliga
mahkim stratejilerle bolgeye yaklasirken, Tiirkiye gii-
ciinli hakliligindan, imkén-kabiliyetlerinden ve karar-
liligindan alan, rasyonel, gercekci ve hakkaniyete dayali bir strateji
izlemektedir. Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz stratejisi, bolgenin siyasi,
askeri, sosyolojik, ticari ve ekonomik gercekliklerinin tecriibe sahibi
ve rasyonel bir devlet akli tarafindan uzun vadeli projeksiyonlar dog-
rultusunda yeniden yorumlanmasina dayanmaktadir. Tiirkiye’nin
Suriye’nin kuzeyi ve Libya'da 6zellikle istikrar, terdrizmle miicadele
ve insani yardimlar baglaminda tistlendigi sorumluluklar ve elde et-
tigi basarilar, bu uzun soluklu stratejik vizyonun basamaklarini tes-
kil etmektedir. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye stratejik bir yaklasimla belirli
enstriimanlar1 Dogu Akdeniz’e iliskin siireclerde kullanmaktadir.

Siyasal Liderlik ve Kararlilik

Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz stratejisinin onemli araglarindan biri,
Cumhurbaskan1 Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in sahsinda miices-
sem hale gelen ve Tiirkiye’nin siyasi, askeri, diplomatik ve ekonomik
gliclerinin bir merkezden uyumlu bir bicimde kullanilmasina imkan
saglayan siyasi liderlik ve kararliliktir. Tiirkiye’nin 2000°1i yillarda
sergiledigi biiyiime ve gelisme seriiveninin mimari olan Cumhurbas-
kani Erdogan, kiiresel ve bolgesel meselelerde oynadig tarihi rollerle
ve krizler karsisinda sergiledigi sogukkanli ve akilci tutumuyla ¢ok
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onemli bir liderlik performansi gostermektedir. Cumhurbagkani Er-
dogan’in Tiirkiye’nin demokratiklesmesi ve ekonomik biiyiimesi ac1-
sindan oynadig1 hayati rol gelismekte olan tilkeler icin emsal teskil
etmis ve Tiirkiye Balkanlar, Kafkasya ve Ortadogu’da drnek alinan
iilke haline gelmistir. Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan liderliginde vesa-
yet carklarini kiran ve i¢ sorunlarini hizla asan Tiirkiye 6nce bolgesel
glic hiiviyetini tahkim etmis, ardindan bir “boélgesel siiper gii¢” ola-
rak tavsif edilmeye baslanmistir. Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in tarihi
arabuluculuk rolleri ve kiiresel barisa katki saglayan adimlari, ulus-
lararas1 kamuoyunda yogun bir sekilde dikkat ¢ekmektedir.

Yakin zamanda Cumhurbaskanligi Hiikiimet Sistemi’ne gecen Tiir-
kiye, bugiin tiim potansiyelini ve imkan-kabiliyetlerini koordineli
bir bicimde harekete gecirme, hizl1 kararlar alarak krizlere aninda
miidahale etme ve ortak akilla uzun vadeli projeksiyonlarini hayata
gecirme imkéinina sahip olmustur. Bu reform meyvelerini dncelikle
Suriye ve Libyada vermeye baslamistir. Tiim diinyay1 kisa siirede
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etkisi altina alan ve Avrupa Birligi gibi bolgesel is birligi orgiitleri-
ni giiven bunalimina siiriikleyen Kovid-19 Pandemisi’nde de, aldig1
erken tedbirlerle salgini hizla kontrol altina alan ve 100°den fazla iil-
keye gonderdigi yardimlarla insanliga umut 1s181 olan aktor Tiirkiye
olmustur. 1990’ yillarda ekonomik ve siyasal istikrarsizlik ve teror
gibi sorunlarla enerjisini icerde tiiketen Tiirkiye, bugiin Balkanlarda
yasanan ihtilaflarda ilk akla gelen arabulucu, Kafkasya'da giivenlik
ve istikrarin en onemli giivencesi, Ortadoguda terérle miicadele ve
insani yardimlarin en biiyiik aktorii haline gelmistir. T{iim bu basar1
hikayesinin en 6nemli unsuru, Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in 6nciiliigii
ve kararliligidir.

Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in liderliginde, gayri safi yurtici hasilasi-
na oranla en ¢ok insani yardim yapan iilke unvanini yillardir elinde
tutan Tiirkiye, tiim diinyada mazlumlarin ve uluslararasi platform-
larda temsil edilmeyenlerin sesi ve umudu haline gelmistir. Cumhur-
baskani Erdogan’in diinya liderleriyle kurdugu dostluklar, Kkiiresel
ve bolgesel sorunlarin ¢oziimiinde 6énemli roller oynamis ve “lider
diplomasisi”nin en basarili 6rneklerini teskil etmistir. “Diinya besten
biiytiktiir” c¢ikisi ile Birlesmis Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi'nin giinii-
miiz diinyasinin gercekleriyle bagdasmayan anti-demokratik yapisi-
na yonelik reform ihtiyacini yillardir kararli bir dille giindemde tutan
tek lider yine Recep Tayyip Erdogan’dir. Bu basari ve sorun ¢ézme
kabiliyeti, bolgede Tiirkiye aleyhine siyaset giiden odaklar: tedirgin
etmektedir. Tiirkiye’'nin Cumhurbaskan1 Erdogan’in sahsi itibarin-
dan kaynaklanan giiciinden rahatsiz olan odaklar Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan’in sahsini hedef alan eylem ve s6ylemlere girismektedirler.

Dogu Akdeniz'deki gii¢ miicadelesi baglaminda Cumhurbaskani Er-
dogan’in siyasi liderlik vizyonunun en a¢ik yansimasi, 27 Kasim 2019
tarihinde Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti ve Libya Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiime-
ti arasinda deniz yetki alanlarinin sinirlandirilmasi mutabakatinin
imzalanmasidir. Cumhurbaskani Erdogan ile Libya Ulusal Mutaba-
kat Hiikiimeti Baskanlik Konseyi Baskani1 Fayez al-Sarraj arasinda
Istanbul'da imzalanan deniz yetki alanlarinin sinirlandirilmasina
iliskin mutabakat ile Tiirkiye Dogu Akdeniz havzasinda 6nemli bir
siyasi tistiinliik saglamistir. Anlasmanin kKamuoyuna duyurulmasiy-
la Yunanistan Hiikiimeti’nin anlasmaya tepki gostererek Libyanin
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Atina Biiyiikel¢isini “Persona non Grata” (istenmeyen Kkisi) ilan et-
mesi bahse konu tespiti dogrular mahiyettedir. Siirecin devaminda
Cumbhurbaskani Erdogan’in siyasi liderligi ve kararlig1 sayesinde Li-
bya Ulusal Mutabakat Hiik{imetiyle iliskiler daha da gelistirilmistir.
Cumhurbaskani1 Erdogan’in siyasi liderlik ve kararliliginin en somut
yansimalarindan bir digeri Dogu Akdeniz havzasinda hidrokarbon
arama ve sondaj politikasi1 kapsaminda goriilmektedir. Cumhuriyet
tarihinde esi benzeri goriilmemis bir atilimla, Tiirkiye son 10 y1l icin-
de envanterine dahil ettigi ve miilkiyetleri tiimiiyle iilkemize ait olan
4 sondaj ve 2 sismik arastirma gemisiyle Dogu Akdeniz’de hidrokar-
bon arama ve sondaj kapasitesini en iist diizeye cikarmistir. Deniz-
lerdeki enerji filosu tizerinden enerji piyasasindaki giiciinii artiran
ve enerji bagimsizlig1 yolunda hizla ilerleyen Tiirkiye'nin bu basa-
risinda Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in siyasi liderligi ile kararliliginin
cok dnemli bir rol oynamistir. Bu kapsamda Erdogan’in Fatih Sondaj
Gemisi'nin sondaj faaliyetleri kapsaminda Karadeniz’e agildig1 giin
yaptig1 “Ulkemizin menfaatlerini sadece 780 bin kilometre kare va-
tan topraginda degil, li¢ tarafimizda cevrili olan Mavi Vatan hattinda
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da gozetiyor, koruyoruz.” ifadeleri siyasi liderligin Tiirkiye’nin deniz-
lerdeki hak ve menfaatlerine verdigi onemi ortaya koymaktadir.

Savunma Sanayisindeki Doniisiim ve Yerli imkanlar

Tiirkiye'nin yakin dénemde savunma sanayiinde yaptig: atilim, bu-
giin Dogu Akdeniz basta olmak tizere Tiirkiye'nin aktif rol oynadigi
tiim cografyalarda diplomatik giiciinii tahkim eden en 6nemli araclar-
dan biri haline gelmistir. Tiirkiye’nin Firat Kalkani, Zeytin Dali, Baris
Pinar1 ve Bahar Kalkani1 Harekatlarinda gosterdigi olaganiistii basari-
da, savunma sanayindeki atilimin tartisilmaz katkis1 bulunmaktadir.
Bu baglamda, s6z konusu atilim sayesinde yerli ve milli silahlarla do-
natilan Tiirk Ordusu’'nun caydiriciligt 6nemli dlclide artmis ve Tiirk
savunma sanayii tiriinleri pek cok iilkenin ilgisini cekmistir. Doksanli
yillarda silah tedarikinde yasanan sorunlar yiiziinden terérle miica-
delede aksakliklar yasayan Tiirkiye, bugiin belirli sektorlerde kiiresel
trendleri belirleyecek bir giice ve teknolojik birikime kavusmustur.
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Cumbhuriyetin ilk yillarinda yerli ve milli savunma sanayii 6zellikle
sembol isimlerin gayretleriyle kurulmaya calisilsa da, bu alandaki
girisimler akim kalmistir. Tiirkiye’nin 1952 yilinda NATOQ’ya iiye ol-
masiyla birlikte, ABD ve ingiltere, Tiirkiye’ye 6nemli miktarda askeri
yardim yapmis ve Tiirk Ordusu’nun envanteri NATO standartlarina
ve planlamalarina uygun sekilde hazirlanmistir. S6z konusu yar-
dimlar, milli savunma sanayinin gelismesine engel oldugu gibi ithal
malzemelerin yiiksek bakim maliyetleri sebebiyle ekonomi tizerinde
biiyiik bir yiik olusturmustur.

Bununla birlikte, yerli ve milli savunma sanayinin gelistirilmesi ac1-
sindan en 6nemli doniim noktasi, Kibris’ta Tiirklere yonelik etnik
temizlik kampanyalarinin hizlandig1 1964 yilinda “Johnson Mektu-
bu”yla mezkir silahlarin muhtemel bir harekatta kullanilamayacagi
sartinin one siiriilmesi ve 1974 Baris Harekatrndan sonra Tiirkiye'ye
uygulanan silah ambargosu sebebiyle yasanan giiven bunalimi ve
hayal kirikligidir. Bu kriz, yerli ve milli savunma sanayiinin Tiirki-
ye icin ne kadar hayati bir ihtiyac¢ oldugunu kanitlayan unutulmaz
bir tecriibe olarak hafizalara kazinmistir. 1974’ten itibaren Tiirkiye
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TSK’nin ihtiyaclarini yerli ve milli imkénlarla karsilamak icin sa-
vunma sanayiinin temellerini atmis ve ASELSAN, HAVELSAN gibi
bugiin Tiirkiye'nin prestijli markalar1 haline gelen savunma sanayii
kuruluslar olusturulmustur.

2000’li yillara dek Tiirkiye’nin ekonomik sorunlari sebebiyle sinir-
It da olsa biiyiimesini siirdiiren milli savunma sanayii, 2006 yilinda
yayimlanan 9. Kalkinma Plani ile yepyeni bir vizyonla yeniden ele
alinmustir. Bu ¢ercevede, biiyiiyen Tiirkiye’nin gercek potansiyelini
karsilayacak bir oncii sektor olarak yeniden tanimlanmustir. Onceki
yillarda hayata gecirilememis projelerin birer birer gercege doniistii-
&ii ve pek ¢cok yeni projenin ortaya koyuldugu bu dénem, Tiirkiye’nin
milli savunma sanayiinin biiyiik atilim déneminin baslangici olmus-
tur. Suriye krizinin sebep oldugu yeni konjonktiir ve degisen tehdit
algilarina bagl olarak TSK’nin yeniden tanimlanan ihtiyaclarinin
yani sira, “Patriot Krizi” ya da 15 Temmuz darbe girisimi sonrasinda
miittefiklerin sergiledikleri tavir Tiirkiye’nin yerli savunma sanayii
atilimini hizlandiran birer faktére doniismiistiir. Gelinen noktada,
Tiirkiye'nin yerli ve milli savunma sanayii amaci dogrultusunda yap-
tig1 atilim istatistiklere de yansimistir.

Cumhurbaskanligi Savunma Sanayii Baskanliginin verilerine gore,
Tiirkiye 2002 yilinda 60 savunma sanayii projesini yiiriitiirken,
2020 yilinda bu say1 350’si son 5 yilda baslatilmis olmak iizere
700’n tizerine ¢ikmistir. Ayni1 donemde, proje biitcesi 5.5 milyar do-
lardan 60 milyar dolara; ihracat 248 milyon dolardan 3 milyar dola-
ra; ciro ise 1 milyar 62 milyon dolardan 10 milyar 800 milyon dolara
yiikselmistir. Ar-Ge yatirimlarinin aynm1 donemde 50 milyon dolar-
dan 1.5 milyar dolara yiikselmesi ise, Tiirkiye’nin bu sektore verdi-
gi 6nemin kanit1 niteligindedir. Bu yeni vizyon ve yogun gayretlerin
onemli bir neticesi olarak, 2000-2004 déoneminde diinyada ithalatta
8. Sirada, ihracatta 31. sirada bulunan Tiirkiye, bugiin ithalatta 15.,
ihracatta ise 14. siraya yerleserek ithalat-ihracat makasini kapatmis
durumdadir. Gegtigimiz 6 yilda Tiirkiye’nin toplam ihracat1 % 10 ar-
tarken, savunma ve havacilik sanayii ihracat1 % 60 artis gostererek
ekonomik biiyiimenin de lokomotiflerinden biri haline gelmistir. Bii-
tiin bu basarilarin bir sonucu olarak, bugiin diinyanin en biiyiik 100
savunma ve havacilik sirketi arasinda 7 Tiirk firmasi bulunmaktadir.
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Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye ABD, Rusya ve Cin’den sonra dordiincii sirada
bulunmaktadir. Bu biiyiik atilim sayesinde Tiirkiye yalnizca ordusu-
nu yerli ve milli imkanlarla donatmakla kalmamis, savunma sanayi-
inde kiiresel bir oyuncuya doniismiistiir. Bu basarinin askeri, siyasi,
diplomatik ve ekonomik a¢idan Tiirkiye’ye getirileri uzun vadede cok
daha iyi anlasilacaktir. Tiirkiye’nin baslica projelerinden bazilari ise
sunlardir:

o [IHA, SiHA ve TiHA’lar: Taktik ve operatif siniftaki Bayraktar
TB2 ve Anka, silahl1 ve silahsiz versiyonlariyla her tiirlii hava sar-
tinda pek cok farkli gorevi aktif olarak icra etmektedir. Diinyada
yalnizca 3 iilkenin gelistirebildigi bir teknolojiyle iiretilen ve si-
nifinda diinyanin en iyisi olan Akinc1 TIHA'nin ilk ucusu gercek-
lestirilmistir. Aksungur IHAnin ilk ucusu gerceklestirilmistir.
GPS’ten bagimsiz otonom Siirii IHA projesi Kerkes baslatilmistir.
Ayrica, kamikaze mini IHAlar terdrle miicadelede 6nemli gorev-
ler icra etmektedir.

e Altay Tank:: Tiirkiye'nin modern ana muharebe tanki ihtiyaci
dogrultusunda ilk yerli model tasarlanmis ve gelistirilmistir. 250
adet Altay tankinin seri tiretimi icin s6zlesme imzalanmustir.
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Zirhl1 Araclar: Askeri birlikler ve giivenlik giiclerinin ihtiyaclar1
dogrultusunda, yiiksek koruma hareket kabiliyetine sahip Kirpi,
Kirpi II, Ejder Yalcin, Pars, Vuran, Kirag gibi cesitli zirhl1 araclar
yerli ve milli olarak tiretilmektedir.

Milli Muharip Ucak: Tiirk Hava Kuvvetlerinin 2030’lu yillar-
dan sonraki ihtiyaclarini yerli imkanlarla karsilamak tizere 6z-
giin tasarim faaliyetleri devam etmektedir. Tasarimin 2023 yi1-
linda hazir hale gelmesi beklenmektedir.

Hiirkus ve Hiirjet: Tiirk Baslangi¢c ve Temel Egitim Ucag1 Ge-
listirme Projesi kapsaminda, 2 prototip ucak Hava Kuvvetleri'ne
teslim edilmistir. Avrupa Sivil Havacilik Otoritesi’nce sertifikas-
yonu tamamlanan Hiirkus tamamen 6zgiin olarak tasarlanip ge-
listirilmistir. Hiirkus*un silahl1 versiyonu Hiirkus-C ve hafif taar-
ruz ucagi Hiirjet’in ¢calismalar1 devam etmektedir.

GOKkbey: Hafif sinif genel maksat helikopter ihtiyacinin karsilan-
masi adina milli imkanlarla tasarlanip tiretilen 6zgiin helikopter
Gokbey ilk ucusunu gerceklestirmistir.

Atak ve Agir Sinif Taarruz Helikopteri: Taarruz ve Taktik Kesif
Helikopteri ihtiyac1 dogrultusunda gelistirilen Atak helikopterinin
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iiretimi devam etmektedir. Daha gelismis sistemlerle donatila-
cak olan Agir Sinif Taarruz Helikopteri projesinde ise sozlesme
imzalanmuistir.

« Yerli Motor Projeleri: ANKA IHA yerli motorla ilk u¢usunu ba-
sariyla gerceklestirmistir. SOM fiizesinde kullanilacak jet moto-
ru ve Gokbey’de kullanilacak turbosaft motorunun test ve gelis-
tirme siirecleri devam etmektedir. Tank ve hafif zirhl1 araclarda
kullanilacak motor sistemlerinin ise tasarim siireclerinin yakin-
da tamamlanmasi beklenmektedir.

« Lazer ve Elektromanyetik Silahlar: ilk milli lazer silah1 Armol
TSK’ya teslim edilmistir. ASELSAN’1n lazer silah ve elektroman-
yetik silah sistemlerinin test atislar1 devam etmektedir.

e Miihimmat ve Fiizeler: Bora, K+, SOM, SOM-J, Gokdogan, Boz-
dogan, Atmaca, OMTAS, UMTAS, MAM-C, MAM-L, Bozok, HGK,
KGK, LGK, Teber, Niifuz Edici Bomba ve Minyatiir Bomba gibi
stratejik ve taktik diizeyde pek cok fiize ve akilli miihimmat pro-
jesi basartyla tamamlanarak envantere alinmistir. Kara, deniz ve
hava platformlarinda aktif olarak kullanilmaktadar.

« Uzay Projeleri: Askeri istihbaratin yani sira pek ¢ok sivil faaliyet
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alaninda da ihtiyaclar1 karsilayan GOKTURK-1 ve GOKTURK-2
uydulan firlatilarak yoériingeye yerlestirilmistir. Ayrica, Mikro
Uydu Firlatma Sistemi ve Hibrit Uzay Roket Motoru projeleri bas-
latilmastir.

« Hava Savunma Sistemleri (HSS): Kara, hava ve deniz platform-
larina entegre edilebilen Sungur HSS envantere girmeye hazir
hale getirilmistir. Kara birliklerinin hava savunmasini saglaya-
cak olan Korkut HSS’nin seri {iretimine gecilmistir. Hava aracla-
rina, seyir fiizelerine ve IHAlara Kkarsi alcak irtifa icin Hisar-A
ve orta irtifa icin Hisar-O sistemleri gelistirilmis; Hisar-A seri
iiretime hazir hale getirilmistir. Uzun menzilli bolge hava ve fiize
savunma sistemi Siper icin calismalar baslatilmis; 2023 yilinda
hazir olmasi beklenmektedir.

« Elektronik Harp ve Radar Sistemleri: KARASOJ projesiyle
radar koreltme kabiliyeti gelistirilmis, CAFRAD projesiyle cok
az lilkenin sahip oldugu yiiksek teknolojili radar gelistirme ve
iiretme yetenegi yakalanmistir. HAVASOJ projesinin tamam-
lanmasiyla Tiirkiye bu alanda da sayili iilkenin sahip oldugu bir
kabiliyete sahip olacaktir. Ayrica, diinya iizerinde sayili iilkenin
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envanterinde bulunan ¢ok az iilkenin gelistirebildigi KORAL Mo-
bil Elektronik Harp Sistemi milli imkanlarla gelistirilmistir.

o insansiz Kara Araclar1 (iKA): Hafif simif IKA prototip teslimat-
lar1 baslamis olup, orta ve agir sinif IKA ¢alismalar siirdiiriil-
mektedir.

o Ulak: Yerli ve milli imkanlarla iiretilen Ulak 4.5G baz istasyonla-
r1 yurt sathinda hizmet vermeye baslamistir.

« Milli Piyade Tiifegi (MPT) ve Mete: TSK’nin gercek ihtiyaclar1
ve saha gerekleri dogrultusunda tamamen yerli ve milli imkan-
larla iiretilen MPT-76 aktif olarak kullanilmakla birlikte, spesifik
ihtiyaclara yonelik cesitli varyasyonlar da gelistirilmistir. Ayrica
0zgiin yerli tabanca Mete’nin teslimatlar1 devam etmektedir.

700’1 askin proje icinde yalnizca one ¢ikan birkacini ihtiva eden bu
listede, en cok dikkat ¢eken ve isminden en ¢ok soz ettiren kusku-
suz yerli ve milli IHA/SIHA’lar olmustur. Bir zamanlar ithal etmek
istedigi IHA’larin teslimatinda yasanan sorunlar yiiziinden terdr-
le miicadelesi zaman zaman sekteye ugrayan Tiirkiye, bugiin bu
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sektorde birkag basat iilkeden biri haline gelmistir ve sektor liderli-
gine dogru kararli bicimde ilerlemektedir. Suriye'de gerceklestirilen
harekatlarda ve terorizmle miicadelede biiyiik fark ortaya c¢ikaran
IHA ve SiHAlar, Libya'nin mesru hiikiimetine destek kapsaminda
gosterdikleri olaganiistii basariyla biitiin diinyanin dikkatini cekmis
ve yiikselen Tiirk savunma sanayiinin sembolii haline gelmistir.

Gecgmiste tehdit-6diil denklemi {izerinden dis politikasi vesayet altina
alinmaya calisilan Tiirkiye, bugiin askeri giicii cok biiyiik 6l¢iide yerli
ve milli savunma sanayiine dayali olan, hi¢bir yaptirim veya ambar-
go tehdidine boyun egmeyen ve dis politika enstriimanlarini bizzat
kendisi {ireten bagimsiz bir iilke konumundadir. Bu nedenle, Dogu
Akdeniz’de Tiirkiye’ye karsi sozde bir denge olusturmasi adina Yuna-
nistan’in silahlandirilmasina yonelik kampanya anlamsiz olmasinin
yanu sira failleri icin oldukea risklidir. Yunan devlet yetkilileri, kendi
ic sorunlarin1 giindemden diisiirmek icin Dogu Akdeniz'de gerilimi
bilingli olarak yiikselten ve Yunan ekonomisini ¢okiise gotiirecek si-
lah satis teklifleriyle gelen devletlerin planlarina dahil olarak, Yuna-
nistan’in ve Yunan halkinin gelecegini ipotek altina almaktadir.
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Deniz Kuvvetlerinde Modernizasyon

Tiirkiye’nin milli savunma sanayiinde gerceklestirdigi biiyiik atilim
cercevesinde, MILGEM (Milli Gemi) projesi basta olmak iizere Tiirk
Deniz Kuvvetleri envanterine yonelik takviyeler ve modernizasyon
projeleri 6zellikle bahsedilmeye deger bir yer tutmaktadir. Dogu
Akdeniz’in en giiclii donanmasina sahip olan Tiirkiye, bu giicii yeni
gemilerle ve eski gemilerin modernizasyonuyla tahkim etmistir. Fir-
kateyn, korvet ve denizalt1 sayisi bakimindan Dogu Akdeniz’in en
biiyiik donanmasina sahip olan Tiirkiye'nin gemileri nitelik acisin-
dan da bolgede en ileri seviyede ve en modern drnekleri teskil etmek-
tedir. Tiirkiye, yerli ve millilik oran1 giderek yiikselen tistiin donan-
masi sayesinde bugiin Dogu Akdeniz'de basat deniz giicii olarak one
¢ikmis ve tiim provokasyonlara ve engelleme ¢abalarina ragmen po-
litikalarini kararlilikla icra etme kabiliyetine ulasmistir.

2004 yilinda baslatilan MILGEM projesi sayesinde bugiin Tiirk De-
niz Kuvvetleri % 70’in {izerinde bir yerlilik oranina ulasmis durum-
dadir. Bu proje sayesinde Tiirkiye diinyada bir savas gemisini milli
olarak tasarlayan, insa eden ve idamesini gerceklestirebilen 10 iilke
arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu baglamda, tamamlanan askeri gemi
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projelerinin degeri 3 milyar dolar1 asmistir. Mevcut projelerin ta-
mamlanmasiyla bu meblag 12 milyar dolara ulasacaktir. Ayrica, bu
calismalar icinde pek ¢ok yerli kurum, kurulus ve firmanin istiraki
saglanmis ve giderek biiyiiyen bir endiistri kurulmustur. Bu atilim
sayesinde Tiirkiye ¢ok yakinda savas gemisi ihra¢ eden bir iilke hali-
ne gelecek ve Tiirk Donanmasr’nin altin cagi baslayacaktir.

Tiirkiye'nin yiizde yiiz yerli tasarim ilk milli savas gemisini tiretme-
sine imkan saglayan MILGEM projesi kapsaminda, TCG Heybeliada,
TCG Biiyiikada, TCG Burgazada ve TCG Kinaliada korvetleri Tiirk
Deniz Kuvvetleri'nin envanterine katilmistir. Diinya {izerinde en mo-
dern ve en iyi silahlandirilmis korvetler olarak bilinen bu gemiler,
Tiirk deniz giiciine biiyiik bir iistiinliik saglamaktadir. Ada sinif1 kor-
vetlerin devamu niteligindeki I-Sinif1 firkateynlerin ilki ve MILGEM
projesinin besinci gemisinin insasina baslanmastir.

Yine, yerli ve milli imkanlarla tasarlanip gelistirilen ve amfibi ha-
rekat, ates destegi, arac ve personel nakli gibi cesitli hizmetler sunan
TCG Bayraktar ve TCG Sancaktar LST amfibi gemileri Deniz Kuvvet-
leri’ne teslim edilmistir.
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Asgari bir tabur biiyiikliigiinde bir kuvveti ana iis destegi gerektir-
meksizin kendi lojistik destegiyle kriz bolgesine intikal ettirme im-
kani saglayan ve diinyada az sayida iilkenin benzerine sahip oldu-
gu TCG Anadolu Cok Maksathh Amfibi Hiicum Gemisinin ise, 2022
yilinda envantere girmesi beklenmektedir. Dahasi, milli imkénlarla
gelistirilen Tuzla sinif1 karakol botlari, Denizalt1 Kurtarma Ana ge-
misi MOSHIP, siiratli devriye botlari, yeni SAT botlari, Sahil Giiven-
lik Arama Kurtarma Gemisi gibi yeni teknoloji ve kabiliyetleri getiren
platformlara ek olarak test ve egitim gemisi TCG Ufuk’un insa faa-
liyetleri de tamamlanmuistir. Son teknoloji milli silah ve sensorlerle
donatilarak insa edilen 6 yeni tip denizaltinin ilki Piri Reis denize
indirilmis, 2’nci denizalti HIZIRREIS havuza indirilmis, digerlerinin
insast devam etmektedir. Tiirkiye, tirettigi gemilere milli fiize Atma-
ca’y1 entegre ederek kritik silahlarin yerlestirilmesinde de 6nemli bir
asama kaydetmistir.

Deniz kuvvetlerindeki modernizasyon atilimini, kiiciik 6l¢ekli bir
savunma sanayi yerlilestirme programi olarak degil, daha genis bir
Olcekte Tiirk sanayisini yerlilestirme ve disa bagimlilig1 ortadan
kaldirma stratejisinin bir parcasi olarak gérmek gerekmektedir. De-
niz kuvvetlerindeki bu atilim ayni1 zamanda Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Ak-
deniz’de bagimsiz bir strateji ve politika izlemesinde ¢ok 6nemli bir
enstriimana doniismektedir.
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Enerji Politikasindaki Doniisiim ve
Milli Arastirma-Sondaj Gemileri

2000’li yillardan itibaren Tiirkiye enerji politikasini disa bagimliligi
ortadan kaldiran ve ekonomik deger olusturan yerli ¢oziimlerin ge-
listirilmesine dayandirmistir. Bu kapsamda, son yillarda giines, riiz-
gar ve biyokiitle enerjisi, hidrolik ve jeotermal enerji gibi yenilenebilir
enerji kaynaklari alaninda devasa yatirimlar yapmis ve niikleer ener-
jiden faydalanmak icin girisimlerini baslatmistir. Ancak enerji politi-
kasindaki doniisiim yalnizca yenilenebilir enerji ile niikleer enerjiye
yapilan yeni yatirimlardan ibaret degildir. Bu kapsamda en 6nemli
gelismeler Tiirkiye'nin denizlerdeki enerji filosundan gelmektedir.

Tiirkiye 2000’li yillarda yeniden yorumladig yenilik¢i ve kapsamli
enerji stratejisini, arastirma-sondaj gemileriyle cok daha efektif hale
getirmistir. Boylece, Tiirkiye kiiresel enerji piyasalarinda yiiksek
arastirma ve sondaj kabiliyetleriyle one ¢ikan 6nemli aktorlerden
biri olmustur. Enerji faaliyetlerinde tam bagimsiz icra kapasitesine
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ulasan Tiirkiye, halihazirda sahip oldugu 3 sondaj gemisi ve 2 sismik
arastirma gemisiyle, Dogu Akdeniz ve Karadeniz'de faaliyetlerini ka-
rarlilikla siirdiirmektedir. Daha once disaridan hizmet alimi yoluyla
gerceklestirilen bu faaliyetler, artik yerli ve milli imkanlarla icra edi-
lebilir hale gelmistir. Bu kapasite artisi, Karadeniz’in Tuna-1 olarak
bilinen Sakarya Gaz Sahasrnda kesfedilen 320 milyar metrekiipliik
rezervle ilk meyvesini vermistir. Milli arastirma ve sondaj gemileri-
nin faaliyete girmesiyle, Tiirkiye derin denizlerde sondaj yapabilme
kabiliyetine sahip 10 {ilke arasina girmis ve enerji stratejisi bagla-
minda 6nemli bir esik asilmustir.

Tiirkiye milli arastirma ve sondaj gemileri acisindan ilk adimi 2012
yilinda satin alinarak TPAO envanterine katilan Barbaros Hayreddin
Pasa sismik arastirma gemisiyle atmustir. iki ve ii¢ boyutlu sismik
arastirma yapabilme kabiliyetine sahip olan Barbaros Hayreddin
Pasa gemisi, denizin 8 kilometre altindaki jeolojik yapilar1 incele-
yebilmektedir. Yon ve pozisyon tayinini uydu haberlesmesiyle oto-
matik olarak yapabilen bu geminin buzullarda ¢alisma ozelligi de
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bulunmaktadir. Barbaros Hayreddin Pasa gemisi, sismik ses kayna-
g1, yiiksek ozellikli katalitik cevirileri, ¢ift gévdesi ve su temizleme
sistemleriyle en cevreci gemilerden biri olarak tavsif edilmektedir.
Tiirkiye’nin tamamen yerli imkanlarla insa edilen sismik arastirma
gemisi MTA Orug Reis’in yapim siirecine de 2012 yilinda baslanmuis-
tir. Bu gemi 2017 Agustos ay1 icinde operasyon test, egitim ve tecrii-
be faaliyetlerine baslamistir. A¢ik denizlerde iki ve ii¢ boyutlu derin
sismik arastirmalar yapabilmesine imkan veren modern sevk ve ma-
nevra sistemleriyle donatilan Orug Reis gemisi ile petrol ve dogal gaz
arastirmalarinin yani sira kara alanlarinin deniz altindaki devamli-
liklarinin izlenmesi baglaminda kita sahanlig1 gibi stratejik 6neme
sahip bilimsel arastirmalar da etkin bir sekilde icra edilebilmektedir.
Deniz tabanindan itibaren 15 bin metre derinlikteki jeolojik yapila-
r1 goriintiileyebilen MTA Orug Reis, modern uzaktan kumandali su
araci (ROV) ile 1500 metre su derinligindeki deniz tabanini ayrintilt
olarak izleyebilmekte, deniz suyundan ve tabanindan aldig1 numu-
neleri aninda o6lciip analiz edebilmektedir. MTA Oruc Reis, goreve
ciktiginda 35 giin boyunca denizlerde kalabilmektedir.

Tiirkiye’nin ilk milli sondaj gemisi olan Fatih, 2017°de TPAO envan-
terine katilmistir. 2011 yilinda Giiney Kore’de insa edilerek denize
indirilen ve en {ist diizey 6. nesil teknolojiye sahip Fatih gemisi, 229
metre uzunlugunda ve 36 metre genisligindedir. TPAO envanterine
katildiktan sonra gerceklestirilen “yiikseltme” (upgrade) islemleriyle
sondaj ekipmanlari, kuyu kontrol sistemleri, dinamik pozisyonlama
sistemleri, gemi iticileri ve gemi jeneratorlerine kadar tiim teknik
aksami yenilenen Fatih, kendi sinifindaki 16 gemi arasinda da siy-
rilarak diinyada en yiiksek teknolojiye sahip 5 sondaj gemisi arasina
girmistir. Fatih, 12 bin 200 metrede, baska bir deyisle diinyanin en
derin noktasi olan Mariana Cukuru'ndan bile daha derinde ve ¢ok
yiiksek basing altinda dahi deniz sondaji yapabilme kabiliyetine sa-
hiptir. Fatih gemisi en zor operasyon kosullarinda bile calisarak ken-
disini ispat etmistir. Basin¢ Kontrollii Sondaj sistemi ile donatilan ve
ilk milli sondaj faaliyetini icra etmek iizere Istanbul'un fethinin 567.
Yildoniimiinde Haydarpasa Limanrndan ugurlanan Fatih, 20 Tem-
muz’da Tuna-1 sahasinda ilk milli derin deniz sondajina baslamis ve
kisa siirede Tiirkiye’nin bugiine kadarki en biiyiik rezerv kesfiyle, {il-
kemizin bu alanda ilk biiyiik basarisina imkan saglamaistir.
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Tiirkiye’nin Milli Enerji ve Maden Politikasi cercevesinde, 2018 yilin-
da satin alinarak TPAO envanterine katilan bir diger sondaj gemisi
olan Yavuz, Fatih gibi 6. nesil {ist diizey teknolojiye sahiptir. Diinya
tizerinde bu konseptteki 16 gemiden biridir. Uzunlugu 230 metre ve
genisligi 36 metre olan Yavuz, cift kuleli tasarimiyla hem asil hem
yardimci islerin icra edilebildigi es zamanli operasyon imkéni sagla-
maktadir. Tiirkiye’nin {i¢iincii sondaj gemisi ise, 2012’de insa edilen
ve 2020 basinda filoya katilan Kanuni olmustur. 227 metre uzunlu-
gunda ve 42 metre genisligindeki geminin gelistirme ve yiikseltme
calismalar1 Mersin’in Tasucu Limanrnda tamamlanmis ve ¢ok ya-
kinda sondaj faaliyetlerine baslamak tizere hazir hale getirilmistir.
Karadeniz’de bulunan rezerv Dogu Akdeniz'de gerceklestirilen ara-
ma ve sondaj faaliyetleri icin beklentiyi ve umutlar1 artirmistir. Bu
baglamda, nitelikleri ile fark yaratan s6z konusu arastirma-sondaj
gemileri Dogu Akdeniz'deki giic miicadelesinde Tiirkiye'ye cok bii-
yiik avantajlar saglamaktadir.

Uluslararasi Mesruiyet ve Toplumsal Destek

Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz stratejisi giiciinii biiyiik ol¢tide uluslara-
rast hukuk baglamindaki mesruiyetinden ve hakliligindan almak-
tadir. Tiirkiye'nin Buna ek olarak, Tiirkiye 2004 yilindan itibaren
bu bolgedeki haklarini Birlesmis Milletler nezdinde kayda gecirerek
tescil etmis durumdadir. Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki tiim faali-
yetleri uluslararasi hukuka uygun icra edilmektedir. Bunun yani sira,
yine Birlesmis Milletler nezdinde tescillenen Tiirkiye-Libya Deniz
Yetki Alanlarinin Siirlandirilmast Anlasmasr'yla da Tiirkiye’nin
bolgedeki haklar1 garanti altina alinmistir. Uluslararasi hukukun
ttim kaynaklar1 Tiirkiye’nin pozisyonunun hakliligini1 ve mesruiye-
tini destekler niteliktedir. Bugiine kadar benzer durumdaki iilkeler
arasinda imzalanan anlasmalar ve Uluslararasi yargi organlarinin
benzer durumlarda verdigi kararlar Tiirkiye’'nin tezlerini destekle-
mektedir. Maksimalist yaklasimiyla bolgede gerilimi tirmandiran
Yunanistan, italya ile iyon Denizi’nde imzaladig1 anlasmada Tiirki-
ye’nin Dogu Akdeniz tezlerinin hakliligini ispatlar nitelikte hareket
etmistir. Bu haklilik, Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki en Onemli giicii-
nii teskil etmektedir.
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Ayrica, Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’de yalniz kaldigina iliskin algi ca-
lismalar gercegi yansitmamaktadir. Tiirkiye, Libya, italya ve Malta
gibi Dogu Akdeniz’in cesitli mesru aktorleriyle pek ¢ok acidan miis-
terek veya uyumlu bir anlayisa sahiptir. Bilakis, Yunanistan’in anlas-
ma imzaladig1 Misir da Meis Adasrna iliskin Yunan tezlerini kabul
etmemektedir.

Bunun yani sira, Tiirk kamuoyu da tiim kesimleriyle Tiirkiye’nin
Dogu Akdeniz’deki hak ve c¢ikarlarinin korunmasi baglaminda tam
mutabakat halindedir. Baz1 Avrupali siyasi liderlerin yiiriittiigii pro-
pagandanin aksine, Tiirk toplumu Dogu Akdeniz meselesini milli
bir mesele olarak sahiplenmis ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetinin her bir
ferdinin haklarini ilgilendiren bu konuda sarsilmaz bir irade ortaya
koymustur. Baska bir deyisle, Tiirkiye’de kamuoyu Tiirkiye’nin hak
ve menfaatlerinin uluslararasi arenada savunulmasi meselesini bir
ic politika meselesi olarak algilamamakta ve Dogu Akdeniz'deki giri-
simleri desteklemektedir. Bolgede Tiirkiye aleyhinde yiiriitiilen faali-
yetlerin dogrudan Tiirk milletini ve onun haklarini hedef aldig1 acik-
tir. Tiirk kamuoyunun yani sira Dogu Akdeniz bolgesindeki bagimsiz
ve egemen devletlerden biri olan KKTC’nin kamuoyu da Tiirkiye’nin
mesru menfaatlerinin savunulmasi noktasinda Tiirk kamuoyu ile
benzer diisiincelere sahiptir. Baska bir deyisle, Dogu Akdeniz'de
Tiirkiye'yi cevreleme ve uluslararasi hukuktan dogan haklarini gasp
etme girisimlerine karsi bir biitiin olarak Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hii-
kiimeti'nin yaninda yer almaktadir. Konuyla ilgili yapilan anketler
bu gercegi en acik bicimde ortaya koymaktadir.

Etkili fletisim ve Lider Diplomasisi

Dogu Akdeniz’de Tiirkiye'nin pozisyonunu giiclendiren bir diger
enstriitman Tiirkiye’nin biitiin kurumlariyla koordineli bir sekilde
yiiriittiigii etkili iletisim ve diplomasi faaliyetleridir. Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan’in yiiriittiigii basaril1 “lider diplomasisi” Dogu Akdeniz me-
selesinde de Tiirkiye’nin giiciine gii¢ katmaktadir. Ayrica, Disisleri
Bakanlig1 ve Milli Savunma Bakanlig1 tiim diinyadan muhataplarini
diizenli olarak bilgilendirmekte ve destek toplamaktadir. T.C. ileti-
sim Baskanlig1 koordinasyonunda yiiriitiilen kamu diplomasisi ve
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stratejik iletisim faaliyetleriyle Tiirkiye’'nin haklilig1 ve bolgede ger-
ceklestirdigi arastirma-sondaj faaliyetleri konunun muhataplarina
ve uluslararasi kamuoyuna en dogru, etkili, hizl1 ve acik bir bicimde
anlatilmaktadir. Tiirkiye, seffaflik ve diiriistliikten 6diin vermeden
etkili olunabilecegini ispat eden iletisim politikalariyla da diger dev-
letlere 6rnek olmaktadir. En basindan bu yana siireci tam bir seffaflik
icinde yiiriitmesi, sOylem ve eylem tutarliligindan asla sasmamasi ve
uluslararasi hukuka riayetten ne olursa olsun 6diin vermemesi, Tiir-
kiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz'de elini giiclendiren en énemli faktorler ara-
sinda yer almaktadir. Stratejik iletisimin temel ilkesi olan “eylemler,
soylemlerden daha yiiksek sesle konusur” ilkesi uyarinca, Tiirkiye
sahadaki seffaf, tutarli ve iyi niyetli faaliyetleriyle zaten hakliligini her
giin yeniden kanitlamaktadir. Buna ragmen, cesitli devlet ve odak-
larin, alg1 operasyonlariyla ve dezenformasyon faaliyetleriyle diinya
kamuoyunu yaniltma ¢abalari, Tiirkiyenin izledigi proaktif iletisim
faaliyetleriyle bosa cikarilmaktadir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti,
Dogu Akdeniz sorununun diplomatik yollarla ve bariscil bir bicimde
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coOziilmesi kapsaminda 6zellikle 2018 yilindan itibaren etkin ve basa-
ril1 bir lider diplomasisi yiiriitmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin yiiriittiigi lider
diplomasisinin basarisinin arkasindaki temel dinamik ise, Cumhur-
baskani Erdogan’in sorunun ¢éziimiinde ortaya koydugu giiclii si-
yasi liderlik ve kararliliktir. Bu kapsamda Cumhurbaskani1 Erdogan
2018 yili icinde ¢esitli zamanlarda Dogu Akdeniz sorunu kapsamin-
da Fransa, Italya, KKTC, Yunanistan, Almanya, Macaristan, Bulga-
ristan, Rusya, Giiney Kore, Ingiltere, ABD’nin devlet bagskanlari, AB
Konseyi ve AB Komisyonu Baskanlari, NATO Genel Sekreteri ile top-
lamda 18 kez yiiz yiize goriismiistiir. 2019 yilinda Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan’in bahse konu sorun kapsaminda muhatap siyasi liderlerle
yiiz yiize goriisme sayisi 22°dir. Ayn1 yil konunun muhatabi olan si-
yasi liderlerle yapilan telefon goriisme sayisi ise 7°'dir. 2020 yil1 iti-
bariyle Kovid-19 salginin etkisiyle siyasi liderlerle yiiz yiize goriisme
sayis1 10’a diiserken, Cumhurbaskan1 Erdogan diger iilke liderleri ile
29 telefon goriismesi ve 4 video konferans gerceklestirmistir.

2020-Telefon Goriismeleri

2 Ocak 2020 ABD Baskani Donald Trump

3 Ocak 2020 Cumhurbaskanimizin Fransa Cumhurbaskani Emmanuel Macron
7 Ocak 2020 Birlesik Krallik Baghakani Boris Johnson

15 Subat 2020 ABD Baskani Donald Trump

4 Mart 2020 Fransa Cumhurbaskani Emmanuel Macron

6 Mart 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel
3 Nisan 2020 Avrupa Birligi Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel

9 Nisan 2020 Kuzey Makedonya Cumhurbaskani Steve Pendarovski
14 Nisan 2020 KKTC Basbakani Ersin Tatar

22 Nisan 2020 italya Basbakani Giuseppe Conte

24 Nisan 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel
20 Mayis 2020 Armavutluk Bagbakani Edi Rama

26 Haziran 2020 Yunanistan Basbakani Kyriakos Mitsotakis

1 Temmuz 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel
10 Temmuz 2020 ispanya Bagbakani Pedro Sanchez

21 Temmuz 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel
25 Temmuz 2020 italya Bagsbakani Giuseppe Conte

13 Agustos 2020 Avrupa Birligi Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel

13 Agustos 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel
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17 Agustos 2020 italya Bagbakani Giuseppe Conte

26 Agustos 2020 ABD Baskani Donald Trump

28 Agustos 2020 NATO Genel Sekreteri Jens Stoltenberg

3 Eyliil 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel

6 Eyliil 2020 Avrupa Birligi Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel

11 Eyliil 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel

11 Eyliil 2020 ispanya Basbakani Pedro Sanchez

15 Eylal 2020 Bulgaristan Basbakani Boyko Borisov

15 Eyliil 2020 italya Bagbakani Giuseppe Conte

17 Eyliil 2020 AB Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel
Videokonferans:

17 Mart 2020 4’101 Videokonferans (Turkiye, Almanya, ingiltere, Fransa)

16 Haziran 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel

16 Eyliil 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansélyesi Angela Merkel

17 Eylul 2020 ispanya Bagbakani Pedro Sanchez

2020-Goriismeler (Kabuller)

10 Ocak 2020 KKTC Bagbakani Ersin Tatar/Dolmabahce Calisma Ofisi

11 Ocak 2020 Avrupa Birligi Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel/Dolmabahce Calisma Ofisi

13 Ocak 2020 italya Bagbakani Giuseppe Conte/Cumhurbagkanligi Kiilliyesi

24 Ocak 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansdlyesi Angela Merkel/istanbul

4 Mart 2020 Avrupa Birligi Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel/Cumhurbaskanligr Kulliyesi

4 Haziran 2020 Libya Ulusal Mutuaballka?t Hljukumen Bagkanlik Konseyi Baskani Fayiz Mustafa Serrac/
Cumhurbaskanlig Killiyesi

19 Agdustos 2020 Fransa’nin Ankara Blytikelgisi Hervé Magro/Cumhurbaskanlig Kulliyesi

2020-Goriismeler (Ziyaretler)

19 Ocak 2020 Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti Sansolyesi Angela Merkel/ Berlin

25 Subat 2020 Azerbaycan Cumhurbagkani itham Aliyev /Bakii

Avrupa Birligi Konseyi Bagkani Charles Michel ve Avrupa Birligi Komisyonu Bagkani

9 Mart 2020 Ursula von der Leyen/ Brilksel
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2019-Telefon Goriismeleri

17 Haziran 2019

Anténio Manuel De Oliveira Guterres Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreteri

31 Temmuz 2019

Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson Birlesik Krallik Baghakani

11 Eylil 2019

Emmanuel Macron Fransa Cumhurbaskani

13 Ekim 2019

Angela Merkel AFC Sansolyesi

14 Kasim 2019

Emmanuel Macron Fransa Cumhurbagkani

1 Aralik 2019

Ursula von der Leyen Avrupa Komisyonu Baskani

20 Aralik 2019

Giuseppe Conte italya Basbakani

2019-Goriismeler (Kabuller)

5 Subat 2019 Aleksis Cipras Cumhurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi/Yunanistan Bagbakani

7 Subat 2019 Massimo Gaiani Cumhurbagkanligi Killiyesi/italya'nin Ankara Bilyikelgisi

18 Nisan 2019 Kudret Ozersay Cumhurbaskanlig Kiilliyesi/KKTC Basbakan Yardimcisi ve Disisleri Bakan

15 Mayis 2019 Adil Abdiilmehdi Cumhurbaskanligi Kulliyesi/lrak Cumhuriyeti Baghakani

6 Mayis 2019 Jens Stoltenberg Cankaya Koski/NATO Genel Sekreteri

3 Haziran2019 Ersin Tatar Vahdettin Koskii/Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti Baghakani

3 Haziran 2019 D|m|Fr|§ Avramopoulos Vahdettin Koski/Gog, Igisleri ve Vatandasliktan Sorumlu AB
Komiseri

22 Agustos 2019 Ersin Tatar Cumhurbaskanligi Killiyesi/Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti Baghakani

17 Eylul 2019 Mike Pence Cumhurbaskanligi Kulliyesi/ABD Baskan Yardimcisi

15 Aralik 2019 Fayiz Mustafa Serrac Dolmabahge Calisma Ofisi/Libya Ulusal Mutabakat Hukimeti
Baskanlik Konseyi Baskani Ve Savunma Bakani

30 Aralik 2019 ilham Aliyev ipsala/Edime/Azerbaycan Cumhurbaskani

20 Aralik 2019 Fayiz Mustafa Serrac Istanbul/Libya Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti Baskanlik Konseyi

Baskani

2019-Goriismeler (Ziyaretler)

28 Haziran 2019 Emmanuel Macron Osaka-Japonya/Fransa Cumhurbagkani

29 Haziran 2019 Thresa May Osaka-Japonya/Birlesik Krallik Bashakani

29 Haziran 2019 Angela Merkel Osaka-Japonya/AFC Sansolyesi

29 Haziran 2019 Antdnio Manuel De Oliveira Guterres Osaka-Japonya/BM Genel Sekreteri
27 Agusos 2019 Vladimir V. Putin Moskova, Rusya/Federasyonu Devlet Baskani

24 Eylil 2019 Anténio Manuel De Oliveira Guterres New York-ABD/BM Genel Sekreteri
25 Eyliil 2019 Kiryakos Micotakis New York-ABD/Yunanistan Basbakani

24 Eylul 2019 Giuseppe Conte New York-ABD/italya Bagbakani

13 Kasim 2019 Donald J. Trump Vasington/ABD Bagskani

4 Aralik 2019 Kiryakos Micotakis Londra/Yunanistan Basbakani
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2018-Goriismeler (Kabuller/Ziyaretler)

5 Ocak 2018 Emmanuel Macron Paris-Fransa/Fransa Cumhurbaskani

5 Subat 2018 Sergio Mattarella Roma-italya/italya Cumhurbagkani

5 Subat 2018 Paolo Gentiloni Roma-italya/italya Bagbakan

7 Mart 2018 Tufan Erhiirman Cumhurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi/KKTC Baghakani

10 Temmuz 2018 Mustafa Akinci Lefkosa-KKTC/KKTC Cumhurbaskani

12 Temmuz 2018 Aleksis Cipras Briiksel-Belcika/Yunanistan Baghakani

16 Temmuz 2018 Giuseppe Conte Brilksel-Nato Zirvesi/italya Bagbakani

5 Eyliil 2018 Tufan Erhiirman Cumhurbagkanligi Kiilliyesi/KKTC Bagbakani

25 Eyliil 2018 Aleksis Cipras New York-ABD/Yunanistan Bashakani

29 Eyliil 2018 Angela Merkel Berlin-Almanya/Almanya Sansolyesi

8 Ekim 2018 Jénos Ader Budapeste-Macaristan/Macaristan Cumhurbaskani

26 Mart 2018 Boyko Borisov Vama-Bulgaristan/Bulgaristan Baghakani

26 Mart 2018 Jean-Claude Juncker Varna-Bulgaristan/Avrupa Komisyonu Bagkani

26 Mart 2018 Donald Tusk Varna-Bulgaristan/AB Konseyi Bagkani

3 Nisan 2018 Vladimir V. Putin Cumhurbaskanligi Killiyesi/Rusya Federasyonu Devlet Baskani
16 Nisan 2018 Jens Stoltenberg Cumhurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi/NATO Genel Sekreteri

2 Mayis 2018 MOON Jae-in Seul-G.Kore/Kore Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkani

15 Mayis 2018 Theresa May Birlesik Krallik-Biiyik Britanya ve Kuzey irlanda Birlesik Kralligi Bagbakani

1 Aralik 2018

Donald J. Trump Buenos Aires-Arjantin/ABD Baskani

Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, s6z konusu diplomasi trafiginde muhatap-
larina Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki haklar1 ve menfaatlerinin mes-
ruiyetini, Tiirkiye’'nin sorunun ¢6ziimiine yonelik ortaya koydugu ba-
riscil yaklasimini ve konuya iliskin kirmizi ¢izgilerini defaatle ifade
etmis, sorunun etkin diplomasi ve bariscil yontemlerle ¢oziilmesi icin
onemli bir mesai harcamis ve harcamaya devam etmektedir.
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Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in 4 Aralik 2019 tarihinde Londra’da NATO
Liderler Zirvesi temaslar1 kapsaminda Yunanistan Basbakani Kir-
yakos Micotakis ile goriismesinden Kkareler. Goriisme, Tiirkiye ile
Libya Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti arasinda 27 Kasim’da “Giivenlik
ve Askeri Isbirligi Mutabakat Muhtiras1” ile iki iilkenin uluslararasi
hukuktan kaynaklanan haklarinin muhafazasini hedefleyen “Deniz
Yetki Alanlarinin Sinirlandirilmasina iliskin Mutabakat Muhtirasi”™-
nin imzalanmasindan sonra Tiirkiye ve Yunanistan arasinda liderler
diizeyindeki ilk goriismedir. Cumhurbaskani1 Erdogan, goriismede
Yunan muhatabina Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki tutumunu bir
kez de yiiz yiize aktarmustir.
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Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, Fransa Cumhurbagskani Macron, Ingil-
tere Basbakani Johnson ve Almanya Basbakani Merkel arasinda
17.03.2020 tarihinde telekonferans yontemiyle diizenlenen 4’lii zir-
vede giindem basliklarindan biri de Dogu Akdeniz sorunuydu. Cum-
hurbaskani Erdogan, zirve sonrasi yaptigi aciklamada, “Bolgesel ve
kiiresel diizeyde icinden gectigimiz bu zor siirecte, diplomasiyi ve is
birligi mekanizmalarini daha aktif bir bicimde isletecek, sorunlari-
miz1 bir an 6nce ¢oziime kavusturmak icin calismalarimizi kararli-
likla siirdiirecegiz” ifadelerini kullanmustir.
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Cumbhurbaskani Erdogan’in Washington'da 13.11.2019 tarihinde ABD
Baskani Donald Trump ile gerceklestirdigi gériismede giindem bas-
liklarindan biri de Dogu Akdenizdi.
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Tiirkiye’nin, komsu oldugu tiim cografyalarda oldugu gibi
Dogu Akdeniz’de de siyasetinin temelini iyi niyet, hakkani-
yet, is birligi ve uluslararasi hukuka saygi teskil etmektedir.
Tiirkiye, Dogu Akdeniz’in zenginliklerinin rekabet ve catisma
konusu olarak degil is birligi ve dostluk imkani olarak goriilme-
sini arzu etmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz vizyonu, kay-
naklarin hakkaniyetli ve adil bir bicimde paylasilarak, Dogu
Akdeniz’in bir baris, istikrar ve refah havzasi haline getirilmesi-
dir. Bolgedeki tiim mesru aktorlerle miizakere ve is birligine acik
oldugunu defalarca ilan eden Tiirkiye, iyi niyetinin suiistimal
edilmesi karsisinda gereken tedbirleri uygulayacak kudrete de
sahiptir.

Tiirkiye, Akdeniz’de veya baska bir cografyada, haklarindan
asla 6diin vermemistir ve vermeyecektir. Deniz yetki alan-
larina yonelik miitecaviz fiiller ve maksimalist iddialar her
ne sartta olursa olsun bertaraf edilecektir. Uluslararasi top-
lumun saygin bir iiyesi olan Tiirkiye, komsular1 basta olmak
lizere tiim iilkelerin haklarina azami derecede saygi goster-
mektedir ve kendi haklar1 icin ayn1 saygiy1 beklemektedir.
Tiirkiye’nin haklarina yonelen saldirilar karsisinda, ulusla-
rarasi hukuktan kaynaklanan haklarin1 kullanmakta tereddiit
etmeyecegi ilgili tiim taraflarca bilinmelidir.

Tiirkiye, Dogu Akdeniz’de hak ve menfaatleri aleyhine yii-
riitiilen uluslararas1 girisimlerin farkindadir. Bu girisimleri
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akamete ugratmak icin gerekli tiim imkan-kabiliyetlere ve ka-
rarliliga sahiptir. Siparis tizerine hazirlanmis ve hicbir mesru
dayanagi bulunmayan haritalar piyasaya siirerek veya uluslara-
rast anlagmalarla gayriaskeri statii teskil edilen adalarin bu sta-
tiilerini asindirarak bolgede gerilimi kasitli olarak tirmandiran
aktorler sonucsuz bir ¢aba icine girdikleri gibi bolgesel barisi ve
ulusal giivenliklerini tehlikeye atmaktadirlar. Tiirkiye, Dogu Ak-
deniz'de uluslararasi hukuktan dogan haklarinin bir oldubitti ile
gasp edilmesine asla seyirci kalmayacaktir. Bu noktada Tiirki-
ye’nin olas1 mesru miidahalesinin hukuki ve siyasi sorumlulugu,
biitiintiyle gerilimi artiranlarin taraflarin tizerindedir.

« Tiirkiye, Dogu Akdeniz’de arama ve sondaj faaliyetleri acisin-
dan uluslararasi hukuk baglaminda garanti altina alinmis
dogal hak ve cikarlarinin bir pazarligin veya oldu bittinin
konusu haline getirilmesine miisaade etmeyecektir. Tiirkiye,
enerji giivenligini temin etme ve enerji ithalatindan kaynaklanan
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cari acigim1 kendi kaynaklari ile kapatma kararligini tasimakta-
dir. Bazi emperyal aktorlerin tarihten kalma aliskanliklarini bol-
gede sergilemelerine, oldubittiler olusturmalarina ve Tiirkiye’nin
ekonomik atilimina sekte vurulmasina asla izin vermeyecektir.
Tiirkiye uluslararasi hukuktan dogan haklarin1 koruyacak ve
kullanacaktir.

Dogu Akdeniz’de bolgenin en etkili iilkesi olan Tiirkiye'yi
dislamaya ve yok saymaya yonelik tiim projeler basarisiz
olmaya mahkiimdur. Bolgede Tiirkiye'nin etkisini sinirlandir-
maya yonelik girisimler, birer birer akamete ugramaktadir. Bol-
ge dis1 aktorlerin disaridan veya Dogu Akdeniz'deki bazi iilkeler
tizerinden kurgulamaya calistiklar1 planlar, hakkaniyetli ve siir-
diiriilebilir degildir. Tiirkiye olmadan planlanmis herhangi bir
projenin giivenligi tam olmayacagi gibi ekonomik acidan da karl
hale getirilemeyecegi aciktir. Tiirkiyeyi dislamaya yonelik bey-
hude cabalar ancak ve ancak onu planlayanlara zarar verecektir.

Tiirkiye, Kibris meselesinin adanin asli unsuru olan Kibris
Tiirklerinin egemen esitlik ve giivenlik endiselerini karsila-
yacak adil, kapsamli ve kalic1 bir ¢c6ziime kavusturulmasi ko-
nusunda acik ve iyi niyetli tavrin1 muhafaza etmekle birlik-
te kendisinin ve KKTC’nin haklarini1 korumakta kararhdir.
Kendilerini adanin yegane sahibi olarak goren ve Kibris Tiirkle-
rini gérmezden gelen Kibris Rumlarinin, Kibris Tiirklerinin te-
mel siyasi haklarini tanimamakta diretmesi ve refah1 paylasmak
istememesi sebebiyle yarim asirdir siirdiirdiigii ¢coziimsiizliik
siyaseti bolgenin istikrar ve refahina zarar vermektedir. Dahasi,
GKRY’nin Tiirkiye’nin ve Kibris Tiirklerinin haklarini yok sayan
tek tarafli hidrokarbon faaliyetleri Dogu Akdeniz'de gerilimi tir-
mandirmaktan baska bir amaca hizmet etmemektedir.

Tiirkiye, kendi egemenlik alaninda kendisine Kars: yiiriitii-
len miicadelenin sonuc iiretmesine ve boélge disi giiclerin em-
peryal saiklerle Dogu Akdeniz’de post-kolonyal somiirii dii-
zeni kurma cabasina izin vermeyecektir. Fransa, Rusya, Suudi
Arabistan, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri gibi Dogu Akdeniz’in par-
cas1 olmayan aktorler donem donem ucak gemileri gondermek,
provokatif tatbikatlar gerceklestirmek, asker konuslandirmak
veya Tiirkiye karsit1 sert soylemlerde bulunmak suretiyle niifuz
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kurma gayreti icerisine girerek, bolgenin istikrarini bozmakta-
dir. Bolge dis1 giicler tarafindan kigkirtilan Yunanistan ve GKRY
ise, uluslararas1 hukuku cigneyerek Tiirkiye karsiti planlarin
temsilciligini yiiriitmektedir. Bilinmelidir ki Tiirkiye bu girisim-
lere firsat vermeyecek ve Tiirkiye’siz bir Dogu Akdeniz denklemi
kurulmasina miisaade etmeyecektir.

» Tiirkiye, Dogu Akdeniz iizerinden etki alaninin ve kapasi-
tesinin simirlandirilarak diger cephelerdeki mevcudiyeti-
ne ket vurmak isteyen odaklara gereken cevabi verecektir.
Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki mevcudiyeti bugiin artik Kuzey
Afrika, Balkanlar, Ege Denizi, Karadeniz ve Ortadogudaki pek
cok sorunun diigiimlendigi bir mesele haline gelmistir. Tiir-
kiye’'nin Dogu Akdeniz’de hak ve menfaatlerine engel olmak
isteyen odaklar, bahse konu cografyalarda Tiirkiye'yi ve istikra-
r1 Tiirkiye tarafindan desteklenen dostlarini topyekun kusatma
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cabasi icerisindedir. Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz'de yasayacagi
bir sendeleme, Kuzey Afrika'da darbecilere ve savas suclularina,
Suriye’de teror Orgiitlerine, Giiney Kafkasya'da isgalci ve katli-
amcilara, Balkanlar’da doksanli yillardaki kanli sahneleri tekrar
yasatmak isteyenlere, Karadeniz'de uluslararasi hukuk {izerine
kurulan dengeden rahatsiz olanlara, Ege Denizi'nde uluslararasi
hukukun hilafina yayilmaci emeller giidenlere ve onlarin destek-
cilerine bekledikleri firsat1 sunacaktir. Tiirkiye, gelistirdigi siya-
si, diplomatik ve askeri kapasitesiyle es zamanli olarak farkli ko-
nularda ve cografyalarda politikalar yiiriitme kudretine sahiptir.
Dogu Akdeniz'de diigiimlenen bu hapsetme planinin da farkin-
dadir ve hakli pozisyonundan bir adim dahi geri atmayacaktir.
Tiirkiye’'nin en biiyiik giicii halkindan aldig1 destek, mesruiyeti
ve kararliligidir.
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he Mediterranean geography, which has hosted many civi-

lizations throughout the human history, has been subjec-

ted to various wars, interventions and invasions of colonial

powers. One of the exceptional periods, when civilizations
in this geography lived in peace and tranquillity, was undoubtedly the
period of the Ottoman rule. After the Preveza Naval Victory, of which
482nd Anniversary we celebrated this year, Turkish domination in
the Mediterranean was established. This period, which is called the
Ottoman peace in history, is the golden age of the Mediterranean in
terms of commerce, politics, culture and prosperity. This period had a
positive impact not only on the territories under the Ottoman rule but
also on neighbouring geographies.

Today, the facts that the Eastern Mediterranean region covers 30 per
cent of the world’s total maritime trade, approximately 25 per cent of
the oil trade by sea takes place through this region, and the hydrocar-
bon reserves it hosts, unfortunately, have made the region the heart
of conflicts. More than 3 trillion cubic meters of available energy re-
serves have been discovered in the Eastern Mediterranean in the last
decade alone. This amount is expected to increase with new fields
expected to be discovered in the forthcoming years.

That is why, surely, it is unimaginable for Tiirkiye to remain silent to
the colonialist interventions occurring in the Eastern Mediterranean
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region before the eyes of the whole world over the last decade. As the
inheritors of Ottoman civilization and peace, we act in line with the
principle of ensuring that the climate of peace is re-established in this
geography and putting in every effort to this end. The entire world is
aware, not just in words, but also in practice, of the fact that Tiirkiye
opts for dialogue, cooperation, peace, law and justice, not conflict in
the Mediterranean.

We will never allow the colonialist mentalities, which have demonst-
rated in their previous practices that they consider oil and natural gas
far superior to and more valuable than the human life, to transform
the Eastern Mediterranean from a geography of peace into a basin of
blood and tears. On every platform, we express with resolution that
we will not waive from whatever Tiirkiye’s rights and interests requi-
re not only in the Eastern Mediterranean but also in all international
problems in which we are involved. Just as we don’t have an eye on
the rights of anyone, we will not allow anyone to usurp our rights. Be-
cause we look at the issue from the perspective of rights, law and jus-
tice. We abide by all the rules required by international law and ma-
ritime law and we always invite our interlocutors to obey these rules.

Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean policy is built upon two foundations.
The first is the protection of our rights and interests continental shelf
by delimiting maritime jurisdictions in accordance with international
law in a just and fair manner. The second is to guarantee the rights
and interests of the Turkish Cypriots as an equal partner of the island.
These two principles are both totally legitimate and in compliance
with the international law.

We have declared to the world that we have not and will not ever ac-
cept a fait accompli and the rhetoric of threat, pressure and blackmail
in the Eastern Mediterranean. As it has done since its foundation to
the date, Tiirkiye has the power and the will to defend the rights of
Turkish Cypriots as well as its own rights. Because we know very well
that the reason for the problems experienced today is the unilateral
steps taken by Greece and the Greek Cypriot side with maximalist
demands. In fact, the whole world, especially the EU countries are
very well aware of this. Despite this, however, we have always mainta-
ined our initiatives for peace and dialogue.
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Nevertheless, it is quite crucial to correctly learn and understand this
issue, which concerns the rights of each and every citizen of ours to-
day and in the future, to properly defend our righteousness both nati-
onally and internationally.

I hope that this work will lead the politicians, the researchers, the
journalists, the writers and the academics who look for the truth and
who are the parties to the issue in the international arena to see the
truth. I would like to emphasize once again that each citizen has a
valuable duty to announce our righteousness to the whole world in
every field by using all available means. Our struggle is for the estab-
lishment of a more equitable global system and international policies
framed by more equitable approaches. Because we know very well
that our struggle in the Eastern Mediterranean is the shared cause of
all nations who pray and hope for equality as well as the protection of
the rights and interests of Tiirkiye and the TRNC.

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE

RECEP TAYYiP ERDOGAN



106 | TURKIYE'S EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY




01

Eastern Mediterranean
Geopolitics And Tirkiye






EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN GEOPOLITICS AND TURKIYE | 109

he strategic importance of the Eastern Mediterranean,

which has always been of interest to the great powers with

its political, military, and commercial potential, has con-

tinued to increase in every period of history. The Eastern
Mediterranean has never lost its geo-economic and geopolitical im-
portance as it has been one of the important centres of world trade,
having hydrocarbon resources and paving the way for Middle East
domination. Therefore, many important wars, which can be consid-
ered as turning points in history, took place with the idea of dominat-
ing this geography.

As a trade centre, the Eastern Mediterranean, which hosts the impor-
tant transit and connection routes of the world, especially the Suez
Canal, enables transportation from the Indian Ocean and connects
the countries of the Far East such as China, India, and South Korea to
European markets and the Atlantic Ocean. Today, the Eastern Medi-
terranean has an important position in transporting the oil and natu-
ral gas of the Middle East to the European Union (EU). In this context,
the Eastern Mediterranean accounts for 30% of the world’s overall
maritime trade. In addition, approximately 25% of the maritime oil
trade is carried out in this region.

In tandem with the developments regarding energy in the Middle
East since the early 2000s, the energy geopolitics of the Mediterra-
nean Basin has moved towards the Eastern Mediterranean region.
With the discovery of new hydrocarbon resources in the region in
the 2000s, when energy demands and, as a result, energy markets
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expanded radically, the Eastern Mediterranean steadily became one
of the most relevant subjects in global politics. Over 3 trillion cubic
meters of readily accessible energy reserves have been discovered in
the Eastern Mediterranean alone in the last decade. This amount is
anticipated to increase as new fields are expected to be discovered in
the coming years.

As a matter of fact, according to the report published by the US Geo-
logical Research Centre (United States Geological Survey/USGS-2010);

« Itis estimated that 3.45 trillion cubic meters of natural gas and
1.7 billion barrels of oil are found in the Leviathan Basin located
between Palestine/Israel, Cyprus, Lebanon, and Syria.

« It is estimated that there are approximately 1.8 billion barrels of
oil, 6.3 trillion cubic meters natural gas, and 6 billion barrels of
liquid natural gas reserves in the Nile Delta Basin.

» Itisestimated that there are 8 billion barrels of oil reserves around
the island of Cyprus and there is a total of 3.5 trillion cubic meters
of natural gas in the region around the island of Cyprus and the
region called Heredot in the southeast of Crete Island.

« Inlight of the figures given in the aforementioned report, it is esti-
mated that the total energy reserve of the Eastern Mediterranean
is equal to approximately 30 billion barrels of oil.

This potential, which may cause significant changes in the future of
energy markets as well as for the power and prosperity of global and
regional countries, attracts the attention of the entire world. The ac-
tive presence of leading multinational, global energy companies in
the Eastern Mediterranean demonstrates this interest in the most
concrete way.

In addition, it is an important crossroads as a transfer and tran-
sit route in energy exports from the Eastern Mediterranean, Mid-
dle East, and Caspian region to the West. The region has a strategic
position with both current and potential oil and gas pipelines. The
region plays an important role in transit energy transportation and
millions of barrels of crude oil are delivered to Western markets
through this geography.
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In addition to being a trade centre and accommodating energy re-
sources, the Eastern Mediterranean is a field used by non-regional
states such as the USA and Russia to dominate the Middle East-
ern countries and benefit from their economic resources. Getting a
foothold in the Eastern Mediterranean has been one of the keys to
involvement in Middle Eastern politics. Therefore, Middle Eastern
issues such as the civil war in Syria and the desire to establish a ter-
rorist state in the north of Syria; support for the coup plotters in Libya
and Egypt; the Israeli occupation of Palestine should be evaluated to-
gether with the desire to dominate the Eastern Mediterranean.

In addition, the civil war in Syria and ongoing conflicts and disputes
in the region have prompted international actors to appoint military
force in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Eastern Mediterranean,
where permanent political stability could not be established as a re-
sult of the Cyprus issue, which was destined to a deadlock due to the
attitudes of Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration of South-
ern Cyprus (GCASC) and the Palestine Question caused by Israel, has
become an area of tension, where many states outside the region have
increased their military presence following the events in Libya, Egypt
and Syria during the Arab Spring and the period that followed. The
Eastern Mediterranean has been one of the regions with the highest
concentration of military power.

Discovered reserves and new reserves waiting to be discovered and
the desire to dominate the Middle East, have prompted all states in
the power struggle for the maintenance of security and energy to
compete in the Eastern Mediterranean. Thus, the Eastern Mediter-
ranean has become the new centre of gravity for the global and re-
gional power struggle. Many countries outside and inside the region
such as France, England, Italy, Germany, Israel, Egypt, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, especially the USA and Russia, are involved
in the struggle in the Eastern Mediterranean. Surely, at the heart of
this power struggle lies the endeavour to gain more of the energy re-
sources in the region.

Russia, with its strategy to gain access to the warm waters and its
ambition to achieve political and economic gains in the Middle East
especially through its bases in Tartus and Latakia ports; and within
the framework of the activities carried out by the Israeli lobby in the
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USA in the context of the Palestinian Question and of the need for
increasing its strategic presence in the region due to Russia’s pres-
ence in the Eastern Mediterranean, the USA have become more visi-
ble in the Eastern Mediterranean. The EU member countries that feel
obliged to respond to these developments in the region and wish to
eliminate the risks that may arise especially in the context of irregu-
lar migrants; France, on account of its hopes of regaining power over
its former colonies; Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates wish-
ing to suppress the transformation and democratisation processes in
the Arab world; Greece and the GCASC wishing to maximize their
interests in the Eastern Mediterranean at the expense of disrespect-
ing the international law; and Egypt with various motivations, have
taken up the struggle for influence.

On the other hand, Tiirkiye has not taken part in this power strug-
gle both for protecting its own and its friends’ rights and interests by
abiding by the international law, and for ensuring the national securi-
ty. The 2000s when the Eastern Mediterranean was increasing in im-
portance and coming to the fore as a global centre of gravity has also
been a period when Tiirkiye made history with its new growth and
progress by coming out of the patterns of the Cold War era. Struggling
with various problems such as political instability, economic crisis,
and terrorism in the 1990s, Tiirkiye has started to be influential in
the international arena as a ‘regional power’ in the 2000s. From then
on, Tiirkiye has started to determine and employ its foreign policy
in line with the potential it bears, and an understanding complying
with the facts of the region.

Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean policy revolving exclusively around
the Cyprus issue until the 2000s has begun to evolve due to the effects
of the dynamics since that period. It is obvious that Tiirkiye, swiftly
enhancing its activity with the dimensions of humanitarian aid, de-
velopment assistance, and mediation, increasing its trade network in
all regional geography, cannot remain indifferent to developments
in the Eastern Mediterranean which is a natural part of Anatolia,
where Tiirkiye has governed for centuries. Following the discovery of
hydrocarbon resources in the region, Tiirkiye has immediately start-
ed to launch initiatives to guarantee the rights in the region before
the UN and other institutions. In this context, Tiirkiye’s rights of the
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continental shelf in the Mediterranean Sea were recorded before the
UN in 2004. Tiirkiye has embarked on hydrocarbon exploration ac-
tivities in the region with licenses granted to the Turkish Petroleum
Corporation (TPAO) in 2009 and 2012 in return for unilateral activi-
ties by the GCASC.

These steps are quite important to show that now Tiirkiye sets its
policy towards the Eastern Mediterranean with a new and broader
vision. Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean vision began to be reformed
in the 2000s, has been established upon the basic principles such as
safeguarding the rights and interests of itself and its friends, ensur-
ing that all steps are taken in the context of maritime jurisdiction ar-
eas and distribution of the resources in compliance with the interna-
tional law and the principles of equity, and contributing to peace and
prosperity in the whole region, by taking hydrocarbon resources as
an opportunity for cooperation rather than a matter of competition.
All theses of Tiirkiye on this region ground on the general principles
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of international law, precedents, doctrines and case law. Reiterating
that it is ready for negotiations without any prerequisite with all le-
gitimate actors in the region, Tiirkiye advocates that the wealth of the
Eastern Mediterranean shall be considered as a resource that serves
to the security and prosperity of all the riparian countries with a fair
share and cooperation.
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tirkiye’s arguments on the Eastern Mediterranean are not

just justified from a single source, and its interests and

policies in the region are also too deep and comprehen-

sive. The protection of Tiirkiye’s rights and interests in the
Eastern Mediterranean, which has been pursuing a multifaceted and
multidimensional foreign policy since the 2000s, is considered nec-
essary, even vital, in many respects. The Eastern Mediterranean is
an irreplaceable region for Tiirkiye in military, economic, political,
diplomatic and commercial contexts. Activities carried out against
Tiirkiye’s rights and interests in the Eastern Mediterranean, however,
pose significant threats to Tiirkiye’s presence as well as its rights and
interests in the region.

Strategic Importance and Military Security

The fact that the mainland of the Republic of Tiirkiye is surrounded
by semi-enclosed seas such as the Black Sea, the Aegean Sea and the
Mediterranean Sea on three sides requires Tiirkiye to pay attention
to its maritime security. Tiirkiye is the country with the longest coast
in the Eastern Mediterranean with a coastal line of 1870 kilometres
along the Mediterranean Sea. Such a long coastal line makes the Med-
iterranean vital not only for Tiirkiye’s maritime security but also for
mainland security. In fact, the most threatening attempt on the main-
land of the Turkish soil during World War I was the huge landing op-
eration, from sea to land, on the Canakkale Strait.
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Moreover, a significant part of the invasion attempts against Tiirki-
ye at the end of World War I took place again over the seas. In other
words, the two invasion attempts in the last century against Tiirki-
ye have also taken place in the form of military troops landing from
sea to land. Therefore, the Mediterranean is of strategic importance
for Tiirkiye’s military security, as it is one of the possible routes for
threatening initiatives against Tiirkiye’s security in the future.

On the other hand, today the Eastern Mediterranean basin has tak-
en on an unstable outlook as a result of the interventions by interna-
tional actors. Many factors, such as civil wars, territorial disputes,
conflicts of interest, and political instability in countries neigh-
bouring the Eastern Mediterranean, have reached dimensions that
threaten the security of the strategically important region. There-
fore, the Eastern Mediterranean becomes an unsafe area open to
criminal activities such as international human trafficking, drug
trafficking and terrorism. The fact that Tiirkiye is a regional power
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in this basin, which all actors concerned agree, imposes important
responsibilities on it for establishing security in the Eastern Medi-
terranean basin. In this context, Tiirkiye builds its security strate-
gy in the region with a holistic perspective aimed at protecting its
border security as well as the security of the Eastern Mediterranean
basin.

Greece’s maximalist and unjust approach to the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, which has raised tensions in the region as a result of the prov-
ocation of states that have recently waged an international anti-T{ir-
kiye campaign, is aimed at usurping Tiirkiye’s maritime jurisdiction
and making its national defence fragile. As can be seen on some maps
used by Greece, which has the support of states conducting an inter-
national anti-Tiirkiye campaign, that are incompatible with inter-
national law, logic and good faith, a strategy is pursued to impose a
blockade on Tiirkiye and its rights in the Eastern Mediterranean by
confining them to the Gulf of Antalya.
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The provocation of Greece, by deploying troops even on the island
of Meis, which is 580 kilometres from the Greek mainland and only
about 2 kilometres from the Turkish mainland, also clearly shows
who has the malevolent attitude that is the cause of the deadlock
in the region. The point where Greece wants to reach is self-evident
when looked at its still-fresh-in-memory attempt to invade Tiirkiye
between 1919-1922, which is recorded in its own history as “Asia Mi-
nor Catastrophe”, its responsibility in the mass genocide of Turkish
Cypriots by giving support to the EOKA terrorist organisation, its
years-long support for terrorist organisations such as PKK/KCK and
DHKP-C, and its patronising the FETO members, particularly the fu-
gitive coup plotters after the July 15 treacherous coup attempt.

The Greek government officials, who, at the instigation of some im-
perialist countries, exert militarisation efforts far exceeding their ca-
pacity, in defiance of international law, to impose a blockade on and
make a fait accompli about the maritime jurisdiction delimitation of
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Tiirkiye, which has the largest economy, the most powerful army and
the most advanced democracy in the Eastern Mediterranean, do not
hesitate to destabilise the region and drag the Greek people to a very
dangerous point with their initiatives incompatible with common
sense and good faith.

This provocative attitude towards Tiirkiye, which acts as a stabiliser
on many issues from the Caucasus to the Middle East and from the
Balkans to North Africa, has essentially become a threat that must
be questioned through the lens of global security. Tiirkiye, which so
far has not hesitated to take and implement any measures at home
and beyond its borders alike against national security threats within
the framework of its rights arising from international law, particular-
ly the UN Charter, stands determined not to allow for such intrusive
plans targeting directly its maritime jurisdictions, namely the Blue
Homeland.
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Energy Supply Security and Economy

Tiirkiye, which is the country with the highest energy demand
growth in the last 15 years amongst the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries, has spent in the last
decade an average of 40 billion dollars every year to import energy.
This, reflected on Tiirkiye that is the world’s 17th and its region’s larg-
est economy as current deficit, stands out as a problem to be solved
in terms of development and economic stability. As a country in a re-
gion with approximately 70 per cent of proven petroleum and natural
gas reserves, Tiirkiye is one of the most important markets in natural
gas and electricity.

Located at the intersection of the power transmission lines junction
and having strategic passages such as the Turkish Straits, Tiirkiye
has put in place a new and visionary energy policy associated with
its growing economy and foreign policy that became dynamic in
the 2000s. Tiirkiye, given the size of the market and its geostrategic
location, is the most suitable candidate to become the energy trad-
ing centre in its region. In this context, several important pipeline
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projects such as the South Caucasus Gas Pipeline (SCP), the Ba-
ku-Thilisi- Erzurum (BTE) Gas Pipeline, the Interconnector Tiirki-
ye-Greece-Italy (ITGI) and the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline
(TANAP) have been implemented and Tiirkiye’s position as the cen-
tre in energy trade was solidified.

The main priority of Tiirkiye’s energy policy is to meet the growing
energy demand in a secure and sustainable manner. The most impor-
tant component of this priority is to ensure energy supply security. In
this framework, Tiirkiye turns to alternative energy sources in order to
meet its growing energy demand, which constitutes the most signifi-
cant reason in its dependence on external resources, by using its own
resources. If Tiirkiye can achieve this goal, then it will obviously get
closer to its strategic goal of “becoming the central country in energy”.
In this respect, the recently increased investments in Tiirkiye in the
field of renewable energy sources such as solar, wind and biomass, hy-
droelectric and geothermal energies are quite remarkable. Indeed, the
energy sector in Tiirkiye has been one of the top three sectors showing
the most growth over the last ten years. In this context, many resources
are used from huge solar panels to wind turbines, from organic waste
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to industrial waste.In the field of wind energy, 3 thousand 285 wind
turbines were erected in many parts of Tiirkiye as of 2019, and a total
of 8 thousand 56 megawatts installed power in 198 plants was brought
to the energy systems. With a 75 per cent increase in terms of installed
capacity in the last three years, solar energy in Tiirkiye reached 6
thousand megawatt capacity as of 2020. Thus, the share of indigenous
and renewable resources in electricity generated in the January-Ju-
ly period of 2020 was 62.08 per cent. In addition, it is predicted that
Konya Karapinar Solar Power Plant, which is under construction on
an area of 20 million square metres and can be seen from space when
completed, will meet the electricity needs of 2 million people.

In the list of countries with the largest installed hydroelectric power
plants (HPP), Tiirkiye is the 9th in the world and 2nd in Europe. The
target for 2023 in this field is to take first place in Europe. With the
breakthrough in recent years, Tiirkiye has become one of the top five
countries in electricity production from geothermal energy with the
United States, Indonesia, the Philippines and New Zealand. Tiirkiye,
being the first in Europe in terms of its geothermal potential, takes the
4th place in the world in terms of installed capacity.
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Tiirkiye’s biomass energy potential is quite high and it is seen that in
recent years, it has made significant progress in utilising this ener-
gy. At the beginning of 2020, Tiirkiye’s largest biomass power plant
Eber Power Plant in Afyonkarahisar went online with an annual pro-
duction of 202.5 MWh electricity.

As well as in renewable energy sources, Tiirkiye’s investments in uti-
lising from nuclear power energy continue. While the construction
works of the Nuclear Power Plant in Mersin/Akkuyu are currently
underway, the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report of
the Sinop Nuclear Power Plant Project has also been approved.

Even though Tiirkiye achieved great success with its new energy pol-
icy, which has been realized with tangible and rational goals such as
increasing the indigenous and renewable energy’s share, improving
energy efficiency and utilising nuclear energy, it is not free from its
dependence on external sources due to its growing energy need that
is increasing in parallel to its rapidly growing industry. In fact, more
than 60 per cent of Tiirkiye’s current deficit originates from energy
import.
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Although the new natural gas field in the Black Sea that was discov-
ered via domestic and national means in 2020 is an important mile-
stone in this sense, it is obvious that Tiirkiye needs larger indigenous
energy sources, considering the size of Turkish economy and indus-
try. In other words, Tiirkiye’s total amount of energy gained through
its own resources is not enough to prevent the external dependence,
to ensure the security of energy supply and to compensate for the cur-
rent deficit. Therefore, in addition to the investments in the renewa-
ble sources aimed to meet the energy demand by using its own sourc-
es, Tiirkiye must discover new hydrocarbon-based reserves.

In line with his target, Tiirkiye has all kinds of opportunities and
capabilities to explore these resources and make them available to
be used which are estimated to be in its maritime jurisdiction in the
Eastern Mediterranean. Tensions experienced in the Eastern Medi-
terranean are mainly originating from the political and economic
transformation to be experienced as Tiirkiye evaluates its resources
by its own means thereby causing discontent in anti-Tiirkiye front.
In fact, since Tiirkiye’s energy vision in the Eastern Mediterranean
complies with the aim of sharing the resources in a fair way, and
spreading the prosperity in a way to serve for peace, tranquillity and
stability throughout the entire region.
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One of the most evident examples of this discontent and mutual inter-
ests in the Eastern Mediterranean is the project of transporting Israe-
li natural gas to Europe, known as EastMed. When the map proposed
by the agreement signed by Israel, Greece and the Greek Cypriot Ad-
ministration is examined, it can be easily understood that the only
purpose of this stillborn project is to exclude Tiirkiye and the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) from the Eastern Mediterrane-
an energy equation. However, it is obvious that each project planned
without the involvement of Tiirkiye in this region is not rational from
security, economic and political standpoints. As a matter of fact, due
to the increasing cost of the route drawn in order to exclude Tiirkiye
and the inconvenience in terms of the feasibility, necessary financing
could not be found for this project despite all the political pressure.
Moreover, since the route envisaged for project passes through Tiirki-
ye’s maritime jurisdiction, this could lead to serious problems during
the construction and utilization of the afore-mentioned pipeline.

Despite all the unlawful blocking efforts which do not comply with
the goodwill, Tiirkiye has the strength and determination to imple-
ment this vision by protecting its own rights and interests as well as
those of its ally TRNC in the Eastern Mediterranean in an uncompro-
mising way. With the energy vision, which will be completed by the
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drilling of the hydrocarbon resources in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Tiirkiye will become a country that has a current surplus instead of
the current deficit. This transformation in the Turkish economy will
have positive repercussions regarding the increasing prosperity and
security towards all the surrounding regions especially the Balkans,
Caucasus and the Middle East. For example, within the scope of the
National Energy and Mining Policy, exports in the mining sector are
targeted to be 10 billion dollars in 2023.

Tiirkiye, which overcame its energy supply problem shown as one of
the most important difficulties in front of independent foreign policy
by meeting its energy need with its own resources, has a current sur-
plus with its huge energy exports, strengthens its economic stability
with increasing foreign currency reserves and has a voice in shaping
the world’s future by directing the budget surplus to the welfare of its
citizens and R&D investments, will rise not as a regional power but as
an effective global actor which cannot be ignored in the international
system. This approach and vision represent an important component
of Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean strategy.

Aegean Problems and Affects for Setting an Example

One of the most significant reasons for the tension in the Eastern
Mediterranean is the Greek efforts to make current conjuncture a
means of exploitation with the support of exterritorial powers, for-
malise its unlawful claims with a fait accompli in the Eastern Med-
iterranean and thereby, gaining acquisitions that will set an exam-
ple for the issues waiting for the solution in the Aegean. Tiirkiye is
aware of the opportunist and ill-will politics carried out by Greece
and shaping its Eastern Mediterranean strategy based on this aware-
ness. Even though the Dodecanese Islands were agreed to be returned
unconditionally to the Ottoman Empire due to its withdrawal from
Tripoli as stipulated in the 1912 Ouchy Treaty, the Italian occupation
forces did not leave these islands and they were left to the administra-
tion of Greece in an unfair way with the Paris Treaty signed on Febru-
ary 10, 1947, in which Tiirkiye was not represented, and all of these is
a historical fact that clearly reveals this opportunism. Geographically,
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these islands, which are a continuation of Anatolian territories and
take place within Tiirkiye’s continental shelf, are used by Greece as a
means to continue with the deadlock and create tension in the region
for years. Moreover, Greece is increasingly making military deploy-
ments on these islands, which should have non-military status ac-
cording to the 1923 Lausanne and 1947 Paris Treaties that are still in
force and the regional peace is endangered in this way. In response to
Tiirkiye’s Note dated April 2, 1969, claiming that Greece had harmed
the status of the islands with demilitarized status, Greece declared,
with its Note dated May 10, 1969, that it did not harm the demilita-
rized status of the islands. Since this date, violations regarding the
islands with demilitarized status have been brought to the agenda
of the international public through notes and various channels. In
the letter submitted by the Permanent Mission of Tiirkiye to the UN
on September 30, 2021, it was stated that Greece continued with the
material breach of the provisions of the 1923 Lausanne and 1947 Par-
is Peace Treaties regarding the demilitarized status of the islands. It
was emphasized that the sovereignty of the 23 islands, which were
ceded on the condition that they remain in the said status, became
controversial. It is obvious that this attitude of Greece is not peaceful
and it is also against international agreements.

Tiirkiye, which regards the aim to live in peace, prosperity and stabil-
ity with all its neighbours including Greece as one of the basic princi-
ples of foreign policy, has repeatedly declared that it is ready for ne-
gotiations without preconditions in order to bring a fair and lasting
solution accepted by both sides to the Aegean problems. Despite this,
the most important reason that no progress has been made so far is
that Greece insists on the “one problem-one solution” approach in the
Aegean. According to Greece, the only problem in the Aegean is the
“problem of determining the continental shelf”, which can be solved
by applying to the International Court of Justice.

Contrarytotheallegations of Greece, there are manyinter-related prob-
lematic issues between Tiirkiye and Greece, especially the maximal-
istsdemands of Greece regarding the delimitation of maritime jurisdic-
tion in the Eastern Mediterranean, as well as the ownership of islands,
islets and rocks the sovereignty of which were not ceded to Greece by
means of agreements; determination of territorial waters; delimitation
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of continental shelf; unlawful Greek claims that its national air space
is 10 nautical miles; activities harming the status of the demilitarized
islands; failure by Greece to fulfil its Flight Information Region (FIR)
and Sea Search and Rescue (SAR) responsibilities. Therefore, the Greek
government clearly shows with its patronizing attitude that it does
not have good intentions.

Currently, in the Aegean Sea where maritime boundaries are not de-
termined by any agreement, both Tiirkiye and Greece have 6 nautical
miles wide territorial waters. Greece who fails to accept Tiirkiye’s
agreement proposal through peaceful negotiations is escalating ten-
sion in the Aegean by giving provocative signals that it will extend
the territorial waters to 12 nautical miles in certain periods for years.
In case of extending its territorial waters to 12 nautical miles, Greece’s
territorial waters will constitute more than 70% of the Aegean Sea, its
offshore size will fall below 20% and Tiirkiye’s territorial waters will
cover less than 10% of the Aegean Sea. This approach aims to make
the Aegean Sea which Tiirkiye is proposing to make a sea of peace
and friendship between the two countries for years, almost a Greek
inland sea and deprive Tiirkiye of offshores.

A similar attitude incompatible with goodwill is clearly seen regard-
ing the issue of the East Aegean Islands, which hold non-military sta-
tus according to 1923 Lausanne and 1947 Paris Treaties. The Greek
authorities, who kept talking about the International Court of Justice
for the solution of the Aegean problems and accepted the compulsory
jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice in 1993, made reser-
vations to the Court’s compulsory jurisdiction regarding the issues
arising from military precautions related to “national security inter-
ests”, and aimed to prevent any discussion on the armament of the
islands from applying to the International Court of Justice and there-
by implicitly admitted that they had violated their treaty obligations.
Another manifestation of the same irreconcilable and imposing at-
titude of Greece is that Greece, territorial waters of which are 6 nau-
tical miles in the Aegean Sea, claims that its national airspace is 10
nautical miles wide and persistently exploits the responsibility of the
Flight Information Region (FIR) in the international airspace. This is
because the airspace of a country is limited to its territorial waters.
While the territorial waters of Greece were only 3 nautical miles in
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1931, the 10 nautical mile-airspace declaration of Greece, exceeding
beyond its territorial waters, has no legitimacy.

Greece claims that its so-called continental shelf begins from the
Meis Island, extending towards the south (Egypt) reaching the mid-
dle of the Eastern Mediterranean, and aims to confine Tiirkiye to the
Gulf of Antalya, in a manner that has no legal and formal validity
and basis, incompatible with the logic and fairness. Greece persis-
tently maintains a claim that is incompatible with international law,
fairness and logic, that the Meis Island which is 580 kilometres away
from Greek mainland while just 2 kilometres away from Tiirkiye, the
area of which is smaller than 10 square kilometres, has more than
40 thousand square kilometres marine jurisdiction, in other words, 4
thousand times more than its area.

Tiirkiye recognizes the right of territorial waters of all Greek islands
including those close to its shores and doesn’t make it a matter of dis-
cussion. This is the only jurisdiction given to islands in a similar situa-
tion in international law as a principle. Greece, however, is displaying
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an approach that a small island like Meis, which has a surface area of
10 square Kkilometeres and located 1950 meters away from Turkiye,
requires more maritime jurisdiction than Tiirkiye’s mainland, which
has no legitimate explanation.

In international law, it is accepted as a principle that mainland takes
precedence (primacy of geography) over islands when delimiting
maritime jurisdictions. Moreover, while determining maritime juris-
dictions of the Islands and their possible effect on delimitation eco-
nomic, demographic and social factors such as population and vol-
ume of commercial activity are also taken into consideration.

The Greek government which is aware of this fact did not bring a sim-
ilar claim to the table in the Ionian Sea Agreement on the Limitation
of Maritime Jurisdiction signed with Italy, and implicitly accepted
the legitimacy of Tiirkiye’s argument. Egypt, another country with
which Greece has signed a maritime jurisdiction agreement, also ac-
cepts the Greek claims regarding Meis Island as invalid. The agree-
ment signed in 1978 between England and France regarding the Eng-
lish Channel, the decision of the International Court of Justice on the
Kerkennah islands between Libya and Tunisia in 1982, Malta-Libya
agreement in 1985 and many similar international legal texts also
consist of decisions completely in support of Tiirkiye’s argument.

Despite all these matters mentioned above and pointing to the right-
fulness of Tiirkiye’s argument, Greece is trying to impose its argument
without any basis in legal terms to Tiirkiye by receiving the cyclical sup-
port of the anti-Tiirkiye campaign at the international arena. The first
stage of this strategy is to convince the international public opinion to
impose their own wishes on the Turkish side regarding the tension in
the Eastern Mediterranean, and the second stage is to try to resolve the
problems in the Aegean Sea within the framework of their arguments by
showing the achievements to be gained from this as a precedent.

Cyprus Issue and the Safety of the TRNC

The Cyprus issue which has been waiting to be resolved for half a
century undoubtedly constitutes one of the focal points of the is-
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sues regarding the Eastern Mediterranean. The GCASC views itself
as the sole owner of the island benefiting from the privileges of be-
ing an EU member and acts insistently on not sharing the natural
resources while not respecting the basic political rights of Turkish
Cypriots. Turkish Cypriots have called on Greek Cypriots for cooper-
ation in assessing the natural resources of the island time and again.
It is clear that such cooperation would lay a proper foundation for the
settlement of the Cyprus issue. However, the GCASC insists upon its
half-century-year-old intransigent attitude and chooses to escalate
tension in the region by engaging in military action that is against
the international law with non-regional state actors such as France.
This is pretty much the essence of what Greek Cypriots have been
doing for half a century.

Having lived under the Ottoman-Turkish rule for 307 years since
1571, Cyprus was turned over to Britain provided that the sovereign-
ty rights were reserved in the Ottoman Empire; upon the outbreak of
the World War I, the island was annexed by Britain with a unilateral
resolution and Tiirkiye recognized the British rule on the island with
the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne. In the years following World War II,
Greek Cypriots united with Greece and launched a campaign known
as “Enosis” to transform Cyprus into a “Hellenic” island. As a result
of the attacks of the terror organisation EOKA formed in 1955, Turk-
ish Cypriots were forced to migrate from 33 mixed villages. Through
Turkish Cypriots’ and Tiirkiye’s firm stance, in the wake of the nego-
tiations that were held, the Republic of Cyprus was founded on the
basis of partnership and equal political right and status of Turkish
and Greek Cypriots on the island while Tiirkiye, Greece, and Britain
were recognized as the guarantors.

As soon as the joint Cyprus State was founded, the Greek Cypriots
started to exclude and isolate Turkish Cypriots from the governmental
institutions and started to pursue a policy to pave the way for the Eno-
sis dream. In 1963, under the leadership of President Makarios claim-
ing that the Constitution of 1960 had lost its functionality, Greeks
set the “Akritas Plan” in motion which envisaged the annihilation of
the Turks on the island and started extensive and systematic attacks
on the Turkish Cypriot society. Incidental to this ethnic cleansing
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operation which put its stamp on history as the “Bloody Christmas”,
thirty thousand Turks were forced to migrate and fit into small spac-
es that did not lead to the sea and were kept under constant siege.
With this massacre, the Republic of Cyprus founded on the basis of
the partnership was usurped by the Greek Cypriots.

On December 27, 1963, a “Peacekeeping Force” formed by soldiers
from three of the guarantor states was established for the Island and
Nicosia was divided into two with a “Green Line” upon the sugges-
tion of Britain. From this date forward, the Cyprus issue has become
an important item on the international community’s agenda and an
international peacekeeping force (UNFICYP) was deployed to the is-
land under United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 186
on March 4, 1964. Occupying the government through a military
coup d’état in Greece in 1967, the Junta started to conduct attacks on
Turkish villages in Cyprus for Enosis. The bloodshed only stopped
after the warning that Tiirkiye was going to use its right to guarantee.

On July 15,1974, receiving support from the Greek military junta, EO-
KA’s leader Nikos Sampson seized power by staging a coup against
Makarios in order to attach the island to Greece. In the face of this act
that intended to harm Cyprus’ sovereignty and territorial integrity
which were ensured by agreements, Tiirkiye firstly offered a joint in-
tervention to Britain; upon the non-affirmative response, it launched
the Cyprus Peace Operation on July 20, 1974. As a result of this suc-
cessful operation, Cyprus’ annexation by Greece was prevented, the
existence of Turkish Cypriot people who had been under threat since
1963 was ensured and democracy was established through the elim-
ination of the junta administration. A population exchange was put
into effect before the UN Peacekeeping Force and two homogeneous
regions were formed in the island.

The Turkish Cypriot community proclaimed the Turkish Feder-
ated State of Cyprus on February 13, 1975 as a result of the need for
self-government in the northern part of the Island. Due to the unac-
ceptable attitude of the Greek Cypriots and the international com-
munity during the subsequent negotiations, the Turkish Cypriots
declared the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus on November 15,
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1983, based on their right of self-determination. Turkish-Greek talks
have been proceeding since September 1974 to this day at intervals
to which the UN Secretary-General participates with a facilitator
mission within a limited framework. Despite setting negotiation
tables numerous times in different cities, different contexts and with
different leaders, a definitive and extensive settlement has not yet
been reached to this day on account of Greek Cypriots not compro-
mising their intransigent and imposing position and the European
Union, which should contribute constructively to the negotiations,
endorsing this Greek Cypriot position with a partisan approach.

The most concrete and striking example of this attitude seen through-
out all these negotiations is the attitude of the parties against the
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Annan Plan. As a result of lengthy negotiations, on March 31, 2004,
the final version of the Annan Plan, which includes issues such as
bi-communal, two sides to recognize each other’s distinct identity
and integrity; the parties to respect each other’s cultural, religious,
political, social and linguistic identities; one party not to be able to
dominate the other; the constituent states to sovereignly exercise
their powers in their own fields and freely establish their own order;
the constituent states and the Federal Government not to be able to
interfere with each other’s powers and functions and one party not to
be able to claim authority and power over the other was submitted to
the parties.

On April 24, 2004, the Annan Plan was taken to the referendum
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on both sides; while the Turkish Cypriots said yes to the plan with
64.91%, the Greek side rejected the plan by saying no with 75.83%. This
result of the referendums clearly revealed who was in favour of settle-
ment and peace and who was in favour of deadlock and imposition.
Although this plan, supported by the UN and the EU, failed as a result
of the No campaign carried out by the Greek side by the state on May
1, 2004, GCASC was accepted as a full member of the European Un-
ion, representing the whole Cyprus, ignoring the Turkish presence on
the island. For half a century, there is a Greek Cypriot side that does
not give up its attitude of distracting, imposing, ignoring, isolation,
gaining a position with a fait accompli and looking for opportunities
to end the Turkish presence in Cyprus.

The Cyprus issue and the Eastern Mediterranean issue intersect with-
in the scope of hydrocarbon exploration and drilling activities in the
region. In this context, the GCASC claims rights on the continental
shelf that Tiirkiye registered in the presence of the UN since 2004 and
charges Tiirkiye with violating its alleged exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). However, in the eyes of Tiirkiye, there is no legal validity of the
GCASC which destroyed the Republic of Cyprus, founded on the basis
of partnership in 1960, to wipe out the Turks on the island and the so-
called maritime agreements it signed with various countries.

There are 13 parcels of the so-called EEZ in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, which was unilaterally announced by the GCASC. The GCASC
licenses these parcels to international companies by tender and cur-
rently many international energy companies have been conducting
drilling activities in the relevant parcels. However, since the GCASC
is not a state representing the entire island, it does not have the right
to establish and tender an EEZ alone. Besides, Turkish Cypriots, who
need to enjoy the rights around the island equally, are deprived of the
income to be gained through exploration. With the support of the EU,
the GCASC wants to make an actual fait accompli by attracting inter-
national energy companies to the region and tries to own the natural
gas reserves explored in the region alone.

The GCASC, not satisfied with this illegality, violates Tiirkiye’s con-
tinental shelf with the alleged EEZ it announced. Since 2003, the



DYNAMICS SHAPING TURKIYE'S EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY | 149

GCASC has made agreements on the delimitation of maritime jurisdic-
tions with countries neighbouring the Island of Cyprus. The GCASC
first signed an EEZ Delimitation Agreement with Egypt in 2003. The
agreement in question infringes Tiirkiye’s ab initio and ipso facto rights
to its continental shelf. Therefore, Tiirkiye stated that the attempts of
the GCASC to delimit the maritime jurisdictions would not be accepted
through a letter sent to the UN on March 2, 2004, and a memorandum
on March 4, 2005. Moreover, in the relevant period, it was stated to
Egypt that it lost a major marine area with the mentioned agreement
and this loss could be compensated with a continental shelf agreement
to be reached between Tiirkiye and Egypt.

The GCASC signed an EEZ delimitation agreement with Lebanon in
2007. Regarding this agreement, Tiirkiye explained Lebanon the the-
sis in the context of maritime law in detail and expressed that it could
obtain more maritime jurisdiction with an equitable agreement. Due
to the dispute with Israel over the maritime border, this agreement has
not yet been ratified and put into effect by the Lebanese side.

Finally, the GCASC signed an EEZ delimitation agreement with Israel
in 2010. The EEZ agreements signed by the GCASC with Lebanon and
Israel revealed a seaside border dispute between two countries and the
aforementioned countries made official objections to the UN.

Blocks 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7, which are among the so-called license areas of
the GCASC, partially overlap with our continental shelf. Tiirkiye ob-
jects to the 2003 GCASC-Egypt EEZ delimitation agreement because
of the violation of our continental shelf as well as the Cyprus dispute
and objects to GCASC-Lebanon and GCASC-Israel agreements with-
in the scope of the Cyprus dispute and gives the necessary responses
in coordination with the TRNC. Thereby, Tiirkiye, on the one hand,
continues the hydrocarbon exploration and drilling activities within
national means and capabilities in its own continental shelf and the
areas where the TRNC licensed and on the other hand, takes meas-
ures against unilateral unjust steps taken by the GCASC in order to
protect the sovereign rights arising from international law and with
the responsibility of guarantor state in Cyprus. Tiirkiye approaches
the Eastern Mediterranean dispute, emerged as a current tension issue
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over the energy struggle of regional and global powers, in the context
of defending the rights and interests of itself and the Turkish Cypriots.

Struggle for Regional and Global Influence

The struggle for regional and global influence in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, which is like Tiirkiye’s front yard as the country with the long-
est coastline along the Mediterranean, is another factor affecting Tiir-
kiye’s Eastern Mediterranean strategy. Besides the states of the region,
a great many of states from outside the region and remote regions are
involved in the struggle, and it is unthinkable that Tiirkiye, which has
dominated the Eastern Mediterranean for centuries and which is still
one of the largest states in the region, will remain indifferent to such
struggle. In addition to the potential hydrocarbon resources of East-
ern Mediterranean; the energy resources of the riparian countries and
neighbouring regions in general, the vital importance of the region
in terms of energy transfer and its position as one of the important
global trade centres of the region with the effect of the Suez Canal are
among the factors that increase the interest in the region.

Furthermore, the special reasons such as the efforts exerted by the
Israeli lobby in the US within the context of the Palestine Issue and its
purposes in the struggle for natural gas, Russia’s long-standing strat-
egy to go down to the hot seas, France’s ideals of regaining power in
its former colonies and the aspirations of Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates to suppress the civil commotions demanding trans-
formation and democratisation in the Arab world form the basis for
the aforementioned actors to be involved in the struggle for influence
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Currently, many actors such as the
US, Russia, France, Britain, Italy, Germany, Israel, Egypt, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates, who want to gain influence in the
Eastern Mediterranean, do not constitute a holistic and monolithic
alliance but they continue to compete among themselves. Neverthe-
less, all of the mentioned states are worried about the growing influ-
ence of Tiirkiye in the region. The powerful states that have domi-
nated Anatolia throughout history have expanded their sphere of
influence primarily towards the Levant and generally to the Eastern
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Mediterranean, and thus great empires have emerged. Located be-
tween the triangle of Istanbul, Basra and Alexandria, where human
history and civilization were born and sprouted, at the intersection
of Asia, Europe and Affrica, this region has constituted the “central
region” of history. With the invention of writing, history was born in
this region, money was invented in this region, the first great wars,
the first international official treaties and the first empires appeared
in this region. The history of religions has been shaped in this geog-
raphy. The Sumerians, Hittites, Assyrians, Eastern Romans, Seljuks
and Ottomans who ruled in the aforementioned region established
the greatest and strongest empires of their time. The Ottoman State
has become the sole ruler of the mentioned region with the Egypt
Campaign of 1517, carried out by Yavuz Sultan Selim. With the 1538
Naval Victory of Preveza gained by the Turkish navy under the com-
mand of Barbaros Hayrettin Pasa, the Ottoman Empire has achieved
dominance in the Mediterranean. The period of “Ottoman Peace”
(Pax Ottomana), which began with the establishment of such dom-
inance, led to an unprecedented climate of peace and tranquillity
in the region. Among the Eastern Mediterranean countries of today,
Greece lived for 437 years, Syria, Palestine/Israel and Lebanon for
402 years, Egypt for 365 years, Libya for 360 years and Tunisia for
323 years under Ottoman rule. This peace ended with the invasions
of the distant imperialist powers that set their eyes on the energy re-
sources of the region, and the balances in the Eastern Mediterranean
are yet to be settled.

All the activities conducted by Tiirkiye regarding the Eastern Medi-
terranean region, which has deep historical, cultural, commercial and
economic ties with Tiirkiye, disturb anti-Tiirkiye actors, who follow
a strategy aimed at preventing its stability-enhancing activities. The
international actors against Tiirkiye are worried by the fact that Tiir-
kiye, the power and potential of which have been gradually rising in
terms of economy, politics and military since the 2000s, has aban-
doned the political patterns of the Cold War, and thus addressed the
region within the framework of a new paradigm and remained vocal
on the ground and at the table. There are efforts aimed at discrediting
and preventing Tiirkiye’s opening to the region, to which it is con-
nected with deep historical and cultural ties, through accusations
such as the “axis shift.” However, the only option that is natural and
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realistic is to recognize Tiirkiye, which is the most democratic, most
powerful, most prosperous and most prestigious country of the re-
gion, as the guarantor of stability, peace, prosperity and cooperation
in the Eastern Mediterranean.

An important aspect of the struggle for influence in the region is the
instrumentalisation of terrorist organisations as ‘proxy power’. All
terrorist organisations such as the PKK/YPG, FETO, DAESH and DH-
KP-C, receive clear or implicit support from the states which are dis-
turbed by Tiirkiye’s growing power in the region. The most striking
example in this regard is the support received by the PKK, which is re-
garded as a terrorist organisation by the EU and the US, and the YPG,
namely, its extension in Syria, from NATO allies such as the US and
France. The PKK/YPG, equipped with heavy weapons on the pretext
of fighting another terrorist organisation, strives to change the de-
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mographic structure of the region through oppression and autocracy,
and a threat against Tiirkiye is kept alive.

The demands of the local people of the region for democratisation
and liberalisation are suppressed by the puppet coup plotters. The
will of the Egyptian people, which emerged as a result of legitimate
elections, was suppressed by the coup, and there are ongoing efforts
aimed at preventing the normalisation in Libya through Haftar, an-
other coup plotter and war criminal.

The Gulf capital is the biggest financial resource of the coup plotters
and terrorist organisations. The support recently given by the afore-
mentioned capital to Israel’s invasion and expansion plans has also
made the relationship networks in the region more evident. The most
concrete coalition of the regional states against Tiirkiye in the con-
text of the Eastern Mediterranean issue is the Eastern Mediterrane-
an Gas Forum, which was established as a result of the ministerial
meeting held by Egypt, Israel, Greece, the Greek Cypriot Administra-
tion of Southern Cyprus, Jordan and Italy on January 16, 2019, and
hosted by Egypt. The Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum, which held
its second meeting on January 16, 2020, was granted official status
by the agreement signed on September 22, 2020, in Cairo, the capital
of Egypt. At the last meeting, Israel proposed that the United Arab
Emirates, one of the important supporters of the anti-Turkish propa-
ganda, join the Union, and this request was included in the agenda for
the evaluation of the member states.

As it is seen, the Eastern Mediterranean is now one of the regions lo-
cated at the centre of the struggle for regional and global influence.
As the economic and geopolitical importance of the Eastern Medi-
terranean increases, it is expected that this struggle will gradually
expand and deepen in the near future. Tiirkiye, one of the most pow-
erful states in the region and having inalienable rights arising from
international law in the Eastern Mediterranean, cannot be expected
to be positioned outside this struggle on the grounds of an interna-
tional campaign conducted against it. As a result, Tiirkiye is obliged
to carry out an active policy that makes its presence felt on the ground
with all its strength via the tools it has in the struggle for the Eastern
Mediterranean.
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hile many actors in the struggle for influence in the
Eastern Mediterranean approach the region with strat-
egies based solely on ambition or injustice and des-
tined to fail, Tiirkiye follows a rational, realistic and
equitable strategy that takes its strength from its legitimacy, capabil-
ities and determination. Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean strategy is
based on the reinterpretation of the political, military, sociological,
commercial and economic realities of the region in line with long-
term projections by an experienced and rational state mind. Tiirki-
ye’s responsibilities and achievements in northern Syria and Libya,
especially in the context of stability, the fight against terrorism, and
humanitarian aid, constitute the steps of this long-term strategic vi-
sion. In this context, Tiirkiye uses certain instruments in processes
related to the Eastern Mediterranean with a strategic approach.

Political Leadership and Determination

One of the important instruments of Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterra-
nean strategy is political leadership and determination which come
into existence in the person of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
allows the harmonious use of Tiirkiye’s political, military, diplomat-
ic and economic forces from a single centre. President Erdogan, the
architect of Tiirkiye’s adventure of growth and development in the
2000s, shows a very important leadership performance with his his-
torical roles in global and regional issues and his even-tempered and
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rational attitude in the face of crises. The vital role played by Pres-
ident Erdogan in terms of Tiirkiye’s democratization and economic
growth has set a precedent for developing countries, and Tiirkiye
has become an exemplary country in the Balkans, the Caucasus and
the Middle East. Tiirkiye, which broke the tutelage wheels under the
leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan and quickly overcame its inter-
nal problems, firstly strengthened its identity as a regional power,
and then began to be defined as a “regional superpower.” President
Erdogan’s historic mediation roles and steps that contribute to global
peace are attracting intense international attention.

Moving to the Presidential Government System recently, Tiirkiye
has the opportunity to mobilize all its potential and capabilities in
a coordinated manner, to intervene immediately in crises by taking
quick decisions, and to realize long-term projections with common
sense. The effects of this reform started to be seen firstly in Syria and
Libya. As in the Covid-19 pandemic, which affected the whole world
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in a short time and led to confidence crises in regional cooperation
organizations such as the European Union, Tiirkiye became an actor
who quickly controlled the epidemic with the early measures it took
and became a glimmer of hope for humanity with the aids it sent to
over 100 countries. Consuming its energy internally because of cer-
tain problems such as economic and political instability and terror-
ism in the 1990s, Tiirkiye has become the first mediator in the con-
flicts in the Balkans, the most important guarantee of security and
stability in the Caucasus, and the greatest actor of counterterrorism
and humanitarian assistance. The most important element of this
whole success story is the leadership and determination of President
Erdogan.

Under the leadership of President Erdogan, Tiirkiye, which has been
holding the title of the country providing the most humanitarian aid
compared to its gross domestic product for many years, has become
the voice and hope of the oppressed all over the world and those who
are not represented on international platforms. President Erdogan’s
friendships with the world leaders have played an important role in
solving global and regional problems and have been the most success-
ful examples of “leader-to-leader diplomacy”. With his “The world is
bigger than five” motto, Recep Tayyip Erdogan is the only leader who
has resolutely put on the agenda the need for reform for the anti-dem-
ocratic structure of the United Nations Security Council for years,
which is incompatible with the realities of today’s world. As a result
of this success and the ability to solve problems, certain groups fol-
lowing a policy against Tiirkiye become nervous. The groups who are
disturbed by the power of Tiirkiye due to the personal reputation of
President Erdogan engage in actions and rhetoric aimed at the person
of President Erdogan.

The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Delimita-
tion of the Maritime Jurisdiction Areas between the Republic of Tiir-
kiye and the Libyan Government of National Accord on November 27,
2019, was the clearest manifestation of President Erdogan’s vision of
political leadership in the light of the power struggle in the Eastern
Mediterranean. Through the signing of the memorandum of under-
standing on the delimitation of maritime jurisdiction areas between
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President Erdogan and Chairman of the Presidential Council of the
Libyan Government of National Accord, Fayez Al-Sarraj, in Istan-
bul, Tiirkiye has acquired major political dominance in the Eastern
Mediterranean basin. The Greek Government, reacting to the agree-
ment and declaring the Ambassador of Libya to Athens as ‘Persona
non Grata’ with the public announcement of the agreement, con-
firms the aforementioned evaluation. In the ensuing period, thanks
to the political leadership and commitment of President Erdogan,
relations with the Libyan Government of National Accord have been
further developed. Another one of the most concrete reflections of
President Erdogan’s political leadership and determination is seen
with the hydrocarbon exploration and drilling policy in the Eastern
Mediterranean basin. With an unprecedented leap in the history of
the Republic, Tiirkiye has increased its hydrocarbon exploration and
drilling capacity to the highest level in the Eastern Mediterranean,
with three drilling and two seismic research vessels owned by our
country, which have been included in the inventory over the last 10
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years. In this success of Tiirkiye, which has increased its power on
energy markets with its maritime fleet and has steadily advanced
towards energy independence, President Erdogan’s political leader-
ship and determination have played a very important role. In this
context, Erdogan’s statement, when the Fatih Drilling Ship set sail
to the Black Sea within the framework of its drilling activities, “We
take care of and protect the interests of our nation not only in the
780 thousand square kilometres of the homeland but also in the Blue
Homeland line, which encircles us on three sides”, reveals the impor-
tance attached to the rights and interests in the seas by the political
leadership of Tiirkiye.

Transformation in Defence Industry and Domestic
Opportunities

Tiirkiye’s recent leap in the defence industry has now become one
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of the most important tools to strengthen its diplomatic power,
particularly in the Eastern Mediterranean and in all geographies
where Tiirkiye plays an active role. The breakthrough in the defence
industry has made an indisputable contribution to the outstanding
success of Tiirkiye’s Euphrates Shield, Olive Branch, Peace Spring,
and Spring Shield operations. In this context, the deterrence of the
Turkish Army, armed with domestic and national weapons, has in-
creased considerably as a result of this breakthrough, and the prod-
ucts of the Turkish defence industry have attracted the attention
of many countries. Tiirkiye, which suffered disruptions in the fight
against terrorism due to problems faced in the supply of arms in the
1990s, has today gained the power and technical know-how that de-
termines global trends in certain sectors.

While the domestic and national defence industries were trying to
be established in the early years of the Republic, with the efforts of
prominent figures, the initiatives in this field failed. Tiirkiye received
a large amount of military aid from the United States and the United
Kingdom by becoming a member of NATO in 1952, and the inventory
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of the Turkish Army was prepared in compliance with NATO require-
ments and planning. The aid in question prevented the development
of the national defence industry and, owing to the high maintenance
costs of imported materials, loaded an immense burden on the econ-
omy.

However, the most important turning point in the development of
the domestic and national defence industry was the ‘Johnson Letter’,
which stated that the aforementioned weapons could not be used in a
potential operation when ethnic cleansing campaigns against Turks
in Cyprus intensified in 1964, and the crisis of confidence and disap-
pointment witnessed due to the arms embargo imposed on Tiirkiye
after the Peace Operation in 1974. This crisis has been etched in the
memories as an unforgettable experience, which has proved just how
important the need for a domestic national defence industry is for
Tiirkiye. Since 1974, Tiirkiye has laid the foundations of the defence
industry to meet the domestic and national needs of the TAF and
established defence industry organizations such as ASELSAN and
HAVELSAN which have now become prestigious brands of Tiirkiye.

With the 9th Development Plan published in 2006, the national de-
fence industry, which continued to grow until the 2000s, albeit lim-
ited due to Tiirkiye’s economic problems, was re-evaluated with a
brand-new vision. In this context, it was redefined as a leading sector
that would meet the true potential of a growing Tiirkiye. This peri-
od, when projects that could not be implemented in previous years
were implemented one by one and several new projects were put for-
ward, marked the beginning of a period of a great breakthrough for
the Turkish national defence industry. In addition to the redefined
needs of the TAF depending on the current conjuncture and the shift-
ing perceptions of the threat caused by the Syrian crisis, the attitude
of the allies following the “Patriot Crisis” or the July 15 coup attempt
has been a driving force behind the breakthrough in Tiirkiye’s do-
mestic defence industry. At this point, Tiirkiye’s breakthrough in line
with its domestic and national defence objectives is also reflected in
the statistics.

According to data from the Presidency of Defence Industries, while
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Tiirkiye carried out 60 defence industry projects in 2002, this figure
exceeded 700 in 2020, of which 350 were launched in the last five
years. During the same period, the project budget increased from
5.5 billion dollars to 60 billion dollars; exports from 248 million
dollars to 3 billion dollars; the turnover from 1 billion 62 million
dollars to 10 billion 800 million dollars. The fact that R&D invest-
ments increased from 50 million dollars to 1.5 billion dollars in the
same period is the proof of the importance that Tiirkiye attaches to
this sector. As an important result of this new vision and intensive
efforts, Tiirkiye, which ranked 8th in the world in imports and 31st
in exports in the period 2000-2004, now ranks 15th in imports and
14th in exports, thus closing the import-export gap. Over the past
six years, while the total export of Tiirkiye has increased by 10%,
exports in the defence and aerospace industry have become one
of the locomotives of economic growth by increasing 60%. As a re-
sult of all these achievements, today there are seven Turkish com-
panies among the top 100 defence and aerospace companies in the
world. In this context, Tiirkiye ranks 4th following the US, Russia,
and China. Thanks to this great breakthrough, Tiirkiye not only
equipped its army with domestic and national capabilities but also
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has become a global actor in the defence industry. The outcomes
of this success in terms of the military, politics, diplomacy, and
economy for Tiirkiye will be better understood in the long run. Some
of Tiirkiye’s primary projects are as follows:

» UAVs, UCAVs, and TIHAs (Attack UAVs): With their armed and
unarmed versions, Bayraktar TB2 and Anka, which are in the tac-
tical and operative corps, actively perform many different mis-
sions in all weather conditions. The first flight of Akinc1 TIHA,
which is produced with a technology that only three countries in
the world can develop and is the best in the world in its segment,
was carried out. The first flight of Aksungur UAV was completed.
The Project of autonomous UAV Swarm, Kerkes, independent of
GPS, was launched. In addition, kamikaze mini UAVs fulfil im-
portant tasks in the fight against terrorism.

« Altay Tank: The first domestic model has been designed and
developed in line with Tiirkiye’s need for a modern main battle
tank. A contract was signed for the mass production of 250 Altay
tanks.

« Armoured Vehicles: Various armoured vehicles with high
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protection mobility such as Kirpi, Kirpi II, Ejder Yal¢in, Pars,
Vuran, and Kirag are produced domestically and nationally in
line with the needs of military units and security forces.

« National Combat Aircraft: The indigenous design works contin-
ue, to meet the needs of the Turkish Air Force, after the 2030s,
with domestic means. The design is expected to be ready in 2023.

e Hiirkus and Hiirjet: Within the scope of the Turkish Primary
and Basic Training Aircraft Development Project, two prototype
aircrafts were delivered to the Air Forces. Hiirkus, of which certi-
fication was given by the European Civil Aviation Authority, was
completely indigenously designed and developed. The works of
Hiirkus-C, the armed version of Hiirkus, and the light attack air-
craft Hiirjet are ongoing.

e GOKkbey: The indigenous helicopter designed and produced by
national means in order to meet the needs of a light class gener-
al-purpose helicopter, Gokbey completed its first flight.

» Atak and Heavy Class Attack Helicopter: The production of
the Atak helicopter, developed in line with the need for an attack
and tactical reconnaissance helicopter, continues. A contract was
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signed for the Heavy Class Attack Helicopter project, which will
be equipped with more advanced systems.

« Domestic Engine Projects: ANKA UAV successfully performed
its first flight with a domestic engine. The testing and develop-
ment processes of the jet engine to be used in the SOM missile
and the turboshaft engine to be used in Gokbey are ongoing. The
design processes of the engine systems to be used in tanks and
light armoured vehicles are expected to be completed soon.

« Laser and Electromagnetic Weapons: The first national laser
gun, Armol, was delivered to the TAF. Test firing of ASELSAN’s
laser weapon and electromagnetic weapon systems continue.

 Ammunition and Missiles: Many strategic and tactical missile
and smart ammunition projects such as Bora, K+, SOM, SOM-J,
Gokdogan, Bozdogan, Atmaca, OMTAS, UMTAS, MAM-C,
MAM-L, Bozok, HGK, KGK, LGK, Teber, Penetrating Bomb, and
Miniature Bomb were successfully completed and included in the
inventory. They are actively used in land, sea, and air platforms.

« Space Projects: GOKTURK-1 and GOKTURK-2 satellites, which
meet the needs of many civilian activities along with the military
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intelligence, have been launched and placed in orbit. Further-
more, the projects of Micro Satellite Launch System and Hybrid
Space Rocket Engine were launched.

« Air Defence Systems: Sungur Air Defence System, which can be
integrated into land, air, and sea platforms, has been prepared to
be added in the inventory. The mass production of the Korkut Air
Defence System, which will provide air defence of ground troops,
has been initiated. Hisar-A systems for low-altitude and Hisar-O
systems for medium-altitude were developed against aircraft,
cruise missiles, and UAVs; Hisar-A has been prepared for mass
production. The works have been initiated for the long-range
ground-to-air and missile defence system, Siper; it is expected to
be ready in 2023.

+ Electronic Warfare and Radar Systems: With the KARASOJ
project, the capability of blinding radar has been improved, and
with the CAFRAD project Tiirkiye has achieved the ability to
develop and manufacture high-tech radar that just a few coun-
tries have. Upon completion of the project HAVASOJ, Tiirkiye
will have the ability that just a few countries have in this area. In
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addition, the KORAL Mobile Electronic Warfare System, which
can be developed by very few countries and available in the in-
ventory of a limited number of countries all over the world, has
been developed with national resources.

« Unmanned Land Vehicles (ULV): Light class ULV prototype de-
liveries have started, and medium and heavy class ULV works are
ongoing.

o Ulak: Ulak 4.5G base stations, produced with domestic and na-
tional means, started to serve throughout the country.

« National Infantry Rifle (MPT) and Mete: Although MPT-76,
produced with domestic and national resources in line with the
real needs and field requirements of the TAF, is actively used, sev-
eral variations have been developed for specific needs. Moreover,
deliveries of the indigenous domestic pistol Mete are ongoing.

In this list, which includes only a few prominent among more than 700
projects, the most remarkable and the most mentioned are undoubt-
edly the domestic and national Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAVs)/
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Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicle (UCAVs). Tiirkiye, whose struggle
against terrorism was sometimes interrupted due to the problems in
the delivery of UAVs that once it wanted to import, has become one
of the few leading countries in this sector and is progressing into the
sector leadership in an upstanding and determined way. UAVs and
UCAVs, which made a big difference in the operations carried out in
Syria and in the fight against terrorism, attracted the attention of the
whole world with the extraordinary success they showed to support
the legitimate government of Libya and became the symbol of the ris-
ing Turkish defence industry.

Tiirkiye, whose foreign policy has been attempted to be taken under
the tutelage over the threat-reward equation in the past, has now be-
come an independent country, the military power of which is based
very largely on the domestic and national defence industry, that resists
against the sanctions or embargo threats and produces its foreign pol-
icy instruments itself. Therefore, the campaign for the armament of
Greece to establish a so-called balance against Tiirkiye in the Eastern
Mediterranean is meaningless as well as very risky for the perpetra-
tors. Greek government officials are endangering the future of Greece
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and the Greek people by being included in the plans of the states that
consciously escalate the tension in the Eastern Mediterranean and
come with arms sales proposals that will lead the Greek economy to
collapse in order to remove their internal problems from the agenda.

Modernization in the Naval Forces

Within the framework of the great breakthrough that Tiirkiye has re-
alized in the national defence industry, reinforcement and moderniza-
tion projects for the inventory of the Turkish Naval Forces, especially
the MILGEM (National Ship) project, are particularly worth mention-
ing. Tiirkiye, which has the most powerful naval force of the Eastern
Mediterranean, has strengthened this power with new vessels and the
modernization of old vessels. The vessels of Tiirkiye, which has the
largest naval force in the Eastern Mediterranean in terms of the num-
ber of frigates, corvettes, and submarines, set the most advanced and
most modern examples in the region also from the quality standpoint.
Thanks to its superior navy, the domestic and national quality of which
is increasing, Tiirkiye has today emerged as the leading naval power in
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the Eastern Mediterranean and, despite all provocations and blocking
efforts, it has the ability to enforce its policies with determination.

Thanks to the MILGEM project launched in 2004, the Turkish Naval
Forces reached a domestic rate of over 70% today. With this project,
Tiirkiye is among the 10 countries that nationally design, construct,
and maintain a warship in the world. In this context, the value of the
completed military ship projects exceeded 3 billion dollars. With the
completion of the current projects, this amount will reach 12 billion
dollars. Furthermore, many domestic institutions, organizations, and
companies have participated in these initiatives and a growing indus-
try has been established. Thanks to this breakthrough, soon Tiirkiye
will become a country that exports warships and the golden age of
the Turkish Navy will begin.

As part of the MILGEM project, which enables Tiirkiye to produce its
first wholly domestic design national warship, TCG Heybeliada, TCG
Biiyiikada, TCG Burgazada, and TCG Kinaliada corvettes were add-
ed to the Turkish Navy’s inventory. These ships, known as the most
modern and perfectly armed corvettes in the world, provide great su-
periority to the Turkish naval power. The construction of the first of
the I-Class frigates, which is the continuation of the Ada-class cor-
vettes and the fifth ship of the MILGEM project, has started.
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Again, TCG Bayraktar and TCG Sancaktar LST amphibious vessels,
designed and developed with domestic and national facilities and pro-
viding various services such as amphibious operations, fire support, ve-
hicle and personnel transportation, were delivered to the Naval Forces.

The TCG Anatolian Multipurpose Amphibious Assault Ship, which
provides the opportunity to transfer a force in the minimum size of
a battalion to a crisis area with its own logistical support without the
need for main base support and is owned by a few similar countries
around the world, is scheduled to join the inventory in 2021. Moreover,
in addition to platforms that bring new technologies and capabilities,
such as Tuzla-class patrol boats, Submarine Rescue Mother Ship MO-
SHIP, fast patrol boats, new SAT boats, Coast Guard Search and Rescue
Ship, which are developed with national resources, the construction
activities of the test and training ship TCG Ufuk have been complet-
ed. Piri Reis, the first of six new types of submarines built with state-
of-the-art national weapons and sensors, has been launched, and the
constructions of the others continue. By integrating national missile
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Atmaca to the ships that it produced, Tiirkiye has also recorded a sig-
nificant achievement for the placement of critical weapons.

The modernization breakthrough in the naval forces should be
viewed not as a small-scale defence industry indigenization program
but as part of a broader strategy of nationalizing the Turkish indus-
try and eliminating foreign-source dependency. This breakthrough
in the naval forces also becomes a very important instrument for
Tiirkiye to pursue an independent strategy and policy in the Eastern
Mediterranean.

Transformation in Energy Policy and National Exploration-
Drilling Vessels

As of the 2000s, Tiirkiye bases its energy policy on the development of
domestic solutions, which constitute economic values and eliminates
the dependency on foreign countries. In this context, it has made
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huge investments in the field of renewable energy resources such as
solar, wind, and biomass energy, hydraulic and geothermal energy in
recent years, and launched initiatives to benefit from nuclear energy.
However, the transformation in energy policy is not just about new
investments made in renewable energy and nuclear energy. The most
important development in this regard emerges from Tiirkiye’s energy
fleet at seas.

Tiirkiye has made its innovative and comprehensive energy strategy,
which it has reviewed during the 2000s, much more effective with
the exploration-drilling vessels. Thus, Tiirkiye has become one of the
key actors, which come to the fore with its high-level exploration and
drilling capability in the global energy markets. Reaching the full
independent performance capacity concerning the energy activities,
Tiirkiye determinedly continues its activities in the Eastern Medi-
terranean and the Black Sea, with its three drill and two seismic ex-
ploration vessels. These activities, which were previously carried out
by outsourcing, can now be performed with domestic and national
means. This capacity increase yielded its first result with the 320 bil-
lion cubic meters of reserve explored in the Black Sea’s Sakarya Gas
Field, known as Tuna-1. With the activation of national exploration
and drilling vessels, Tiirkiye ranks among the 10 countries, which
have the ability to carry out drilling at deep seas and an important
threshold has been achieved within the context of energy strategy.

In terms of the national exploration and drilling vessels, Tiirkiye took
the first step in 2012 by purchasing the Barbaros Hayrettin Pasa seis-
mic exploration vessel which entered the TPAO inventory. Barbaros
Hayrettin Pasa Vessel, which is capable of performing two-dimen-
sional and three-dimensional seismic explorations, can examine
geological structures 8 kilometres below the sea. This vessel, which
can determine the direction and position automatically by satellite
communication, also has the feature of working in glaciers. Barbaros
Hayrettin Pasa Vessel is described as one of the most environmen-
tally friendly ships with its seismic sound source, high-specification
catalytic converters, double-hull, and water cleaning systems. The
construction of Tiirkiye’s seismic exploration vessel MTA Orug Reis
entirely with domestic capabilities began in 2012. This vessel started
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operation tests, training, and experience activities in August 2017.
Via the Oruc¢ Reis vessel equipped with modern dispatching and
manoeuvring systems that allow it to conduct two- and three-dimen-
sional deep seismic explorations at high seas, besides oil and natural
gas explorations, scientific researches such as the continental shelf
can be carried out effectively in the context of monitoring the con-
tinuity of land areas under the sea. MTA Orug Reis, which can scan
the geological structures at a depth of 15 thousand metres from the
sea bottom, can monitor the sea bottom in detail at a depth of 1,500
metres with a modern remotely operated vehicle (ROV), and can in-
stantly measure and analyse the samples taken from the sea water
and the sea bottom. When MTA Orug Reis sets sail for explorations, it
can stay at sea for 35 days.

Fatih, the first drill ship bearing the flag of Tiirkiye, has been added
to Turkish Petroleum Corporation’s (TPAO) inventory in 2017. Con-
structed and launched in South Korea in 2011, Fatih vessel, which
enjoys a 6th gen technology, is 229 metres long and 36 metres wide.
With the upgrading process, which it received after being added to
TPAQO’s inventory, having all its technical parts revamped includ-
ing the drilling equipment, well-control systems, dynamic position-
ing systems, vessels propellers and generators, Fatih outperformed
16 different vessels in its own category and ranked among the top
five most technologically advanced drill ships in the world. Fatih is
equipped to drill to a maximum depth of 12,200 metres, and, in other
words, is capable of drilling to a point even deeper than the Mariana
Trench, which is the deepest point on Earth under an astronomical
pressure. Drill Ship Fatih has proven itself by performing under the
most challenging operating conditions. Being equipped with a Man-
aged Pressure Drilling system and having been sent off from Istan-
bul’'s Haydarpasa Port on the 567th anniversary of the conquest of
Istanbul to carry out the first national drilling activity, Fatih started
its first national deep-sea drilling activity at the Tuna-1 zone and en-
abled our country to receive its first major success in this field in a
short period of time with the largest reserve discovery of Tiirkiye.

Within the framework of Tiirkiye’s National Energy and Mining
Policy, the second drilling vessel purchased in 2018 and added to
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TPAO’s inventory was Yavuz, which also enjoys an advanced 6th gen
technology like Fatih. It is one of the 16 vessels that fall under this
category. 230 meters long and 36 meters wide, Yavuz makes simulta-
neous operation possible where both the main task and side tasks can
be performed with its twin-towered design. Tiirkiye’s third drilling
vessel, constructed in 2012 and joining the fleet in early 2020, was
Kanuni. 227 meters long and 42 meters wide, the vessel’s refitting and
upgrading works were completed in Mersin’s Tasucu Port and it has
become fit to start its drilling activities very recently. The reserve dis-
covered in the Black Sea has heightened the expectations and hopes
for the exploration and drilling activities carried out in the Eastern
Mediterranean. Within this context, survey-drilling vessels shining
through with their distinctive properties offer Tiirkiye great advan-
tages in her power struggle in the Eastern Mediterranean.

International Legitimacy and Social Support

Tiirkiye’s Eastern Mediterranean strategy draws its strength par-
ticularly from its sovereignty and legitimacy under international law.
In addition to that, Tiirkiye has officially registered its rights in this
region by recording it before the United Nations since 2004. All of
Tiirkiye’s activities in the Eastern Mediterranean are in line with in-
ternational law. Moreover, Tiirkiye has guaranteed its rights in the
region with the Tiirkiye-Libya maritime delimitation agreement cer-
tified by the United Nations as well. All the sources of internation-
al law have supporting qualities for the legitimacy and sovereignty
of Tiirkiye’s position. All the agreements signed between countries
in similar positions and all the decisions made by international ju-
dicial bodies in similar situations support Tiirkiye’s arguments.
Escalating the tension in the region with its maximalist approach,
Greece acted in a way that proved the legitimacy of Tiirkiye’s argu-
ments on the Eastern Mediterranean with the accord it signed with
Italy in the Ionian Sea. This legitimacy serves as Tiirkiye’s most
significant strength in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Not to mention, the perception operations proposing that Tiirkiye is
left all alone in the Eastern Mediterranean do not reflect the truth. Tiir-
kiye has a joint and compatible understanding with several legitimate
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actors in the Eastern Mediterranean such as Libya, Italy and Malta in
various aspects. On the contrary, Egypt, with whom Greece signed an
agreement, does not acknowledge the Greek arguments relating to the
Meis Island.

In addition, Turkish society with all its segments is in full agreement
within themselves in the context of the protection of Tiirkiye’s rights
and interests in the Eastern Mediterranean. Contrary to the propa-
ganda carried out by some European political leaders, Turkish soci-
ety has adopted the Eastern Mediterranean issue as a national issue
and has shown an unwavering will on this issue, which concerns the
rights of each member of the Republic of Tiirkiye. In other words,
Turkish society does not perceive the issue of defending Tiirkiye’s
rights and interests in the international arena as a matter of domestic
politics and it supports initiatives in the Eastern Mediterranean. It
is clear that the activities carried out against Tiirkiye in the region
directly target the Turkish nation and its rights. In addition to the
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Turkish public, the public of the TRNC, as one of the independent
and sovereign states in the Eastern Mediterranean region, also has
similar opinion with the Turkish public opinion in the defence of Tiir-
kiye’s legitimate interests. In other words, the public of the TRNC as
a whole is on the side of the Government of the Republic of Tiirkiye
against attempts to corner and contain Tiirkiye in the Eastern Medi-
terranean and usurp its rights arising from international law. Surveys
on the subject reveal this fact in the clearest way.

Effective Communication and Leader-to-Leader Diplomacy

Another instrument that strengthens Tiirkiye’s position in the East-
ern Mediterranean is the effective communication and diplomacy ac-
tivities that Tiirkiye conducts in coordination with all its institutions.
The successful “leader-to-leader diplomacy” carried out by President
Erdogan also enhances Tiirkiye’s power on the Eastern Mediterrane-
an issue. In addition, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry
of National Defence regularly inform and gather support from their
counterparts from all over the world. Tiirkiye’s legitimacy and ex-
ploration/drilling activities carried out in the region are explained to
the counterparts and the international public in the most accurate,
effective, fast, and clear way through public diplomacy and strategic
communication activities under the coordination of the Turkish Pres-
idency’s Directorate of Communications. Tiirkiye is also an example
to other states with its communication policies that prove that states
can be effective without compromising transparency and honesty.
Among the most important factors that strengthen Tiirkiye’s hand in
the Eastern Mediterranean are the facts that Tiirkiye has maintained
the process in full transparency, always sustained coherence between
its rhetoric and action, and never failed to respect international law
since the very beginning. In accordance with the basic principle of
strategic communication “actions speak louder than words”, Tiirki-
ye is again and again proving its legitimacy each passing day with
its transparent, consistent and well-intentioned activities on the
ground. Despite this, the efforts of various states and power groups
to mislead the world public opinion through perception operations
and disinformation activities are wasted by Tiirkiye’s proactive
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communication activities. The Government of the Republic of Tiir-
kiye has been conducting effective and successful leader-to-leader
diplomacy, especially since 2018, as part of the peaceful and diplo-
matic solution of the Eastern Mediterranean issue. The main dynam-
ic behind the success of Tiirkiye’s leader-to-leader diplomacy is the
strong political leadership and resolve that President Erdogan has
demonstrated in solving the problem. In this context, President Er-
dogan has met tete-a-tete with the leaders of France, Italy, the TRNC,
Greece, Germany, Hungary, Bulgaria, Russia, South Korea, the United
Kingdom, the United States, and the Presidents of the Council of the
EU and the EU Commission, and NATO Secretary General on a total
of 18 occasions within the scope of the Eastern Mediterranean issue
at various times in 2018. In 2019, the number of tete-a-tete meetings
with political leaders concerned regarding the subject issue is 22. In
the same year, the number of phone conversations held with politi-
cal leaders concerned regarding the subject issue was 7. As of 2020,
while the number of tete-a-tete meetings with political leaders has
decreased to 10 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, President Erdogan has
held 29 phone conversations and 4 video conferences with leaders of
other countries.



INSTRUMENTS OF TURKIYE'S EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY | 183

Phone Conversations in 2020

January 2, 2020 Donald J. Trump, US President
January 3, 2020 Emmanuel Macron, President of France
January 7, 2020 Boris Johnson, UK Prime Minister
February 15, 2020 Donald J. Trump, US President
March 4, 2020 Emmanuel Macron, President of France
March 6, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
April 3, 2020 Charles Michel, President of the European Council
April 9, 2020 Stevo Pendarovski, President of North Macedonia
April 14, 2020 Ersin Tatar, Prime Minister of the TRNC
April 22, 2020 Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy
April 24, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
May 20, 2020 Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania
June 26, 2020 Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of Greece
July 1, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
July 10, 2020 Pedro Sanchez, Prime Minister of Spain
July 21, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
July 25, 2020 Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy
August 13, 2020 Charles Michel, President of the European Council
August 13, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
August 17, 2020 Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy
August 26, 2020 Donald J. Trump, US President
August 28, 2020 Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary General
September 3, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
September 6, 2020 Charles Michel, President of the European Council
September 11, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
September 11, 2020 Pedro Sanchez, Prime Minister of Spain
September 15, 2020 Boyko Borisov, Prime Minister of Bulgaria
September 15, 2020 Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy
September 17, 2020 Charles Michel, President of the European Council

Video Conferences
March 17, 2020 Quadripartite (Turkiye, Germany, England, France)
June 16, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
September 16, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
September 17, 2020 Pedro Sanchez, Prime Minister of Spain
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Meetings (Receptions) in 2020

January 10, 2020

Ersin Tatar, Prime Minister of the TRCN/Dolmabahce Labour Office, istanbul

January 11, 2020

Charles Michel, President of the European Council/Dolmabahge Labour Office, istanbul

January 13, 2020

Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy/Presidential Complex, Ankara

January 24, 2020 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany/istanbul

March 4, 2020 Charles Michel, President of the European Council/Presidential Complex, Ankara

June 4 2020 Fayez Mustafa al-Sarraj, Chairman of the Presidential Council of the Government of
! National Accord of Libya/Presidential Complex, Ankara

August 19, 2020 Herve Magro, Ambassador of France to Ankara/Presidential Complex, Ankara

Meetings (Visits) in 2020

January 19, 2020

Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Berlin / Germany

February 25, 2020

Itham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Baku / Azerbaijan

March 9, 2020

Charles Michel, President of the European Council, Brussels / Belgium

Phone Conversations in 2019

June 17, 2019 Antonio Manuel de Oliveira Guterres, UN Secretary General
July 31, 2019 Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson, UK Prime Minister
September 11, 2019 Emmanuel Macron, President of France

October 13, 2019 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany
October 14, 2019 Emmanuel Macron, President of France

December 1, 2019 Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission
December 20, 2019 Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy

Meetings (Receptions) in 2019 Receptions

April 18,2019

Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the TRCN/
Presidential Complex, Ankara

February 5, 2019

Alexis Tsipras, Prime Minister of Greece/Presidential Complex, Ankara

May 15, 2019

Adil Abdulmehdi, Prime Minister of the Republic of Irag/Presidential Complex, Ankara

June 3, 2019 15:30

Ersin Tatar, Prime Minister of the TRCN/Vahdettin Mansion, istanbul

August 22, 2019

Ersin Tatar, Prime Minister of the TRCN/Presidential Complex, Ankara

October 17, 2019

Mike Pence, US Vice President/Presidential Complex, Ankara

February 7, 2019

Massimo Gaiani, Ambassador of Italy to Ankara/Presidential Complex, Ankara

December 15, 2019

Fayez Mustafa al-Sarraj, Chairman of the Presidential Council of the Government of
National Accord of Libya/Dolmabahge Labour Office, istanbul

May 6, 2019

Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary General/Cankaya Presidential Palace, Ankara

June 3, 2019 14:00

Dimitris Avramopoulos, EU Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship/
Vahdettin Mansion, istanbul

November 30, 2019

ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ipsala/Edime

December 20, 2019

Fayez Mustafa al-Sarraj, Chairman of the Presidential Council of the Government of
National Accord of Libya/istanbul
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Meetings (Visits) in 2019 Receptions

June 28, 2019

Emmanuel Macron, President of France, Osaka/Japan

June 29, 2019

Theresa May, UK Prime Minister, Osaka/Japan

June 29, 2019 09:00

Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Osaka/Japan

June 29, 2019 15:10

Antonio Manuel de Oliveira Guterres, UN Secretary-General, Osaka/Japan

August 27, 2019

Vladimir V. Putin, President of the Russian Federation, Moscow/Russia

September 24, 2019

Antonio Manuel de Oliveira Guterres, UN Secretary General, New York/USA

September 25, 2019

Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of Greece, New York/USA

September 24, 2019

Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy, New York/USA

November 13, 2019

Donald J. Trump, US President, Washington/USA

December 4, 2019

Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of Greece, London/UK

Meetings (Receptions/Visits) in 2018

January 5, 2018

Emmanuel Macron, President of France, Paris/France

February 5, 2018

Sergio Mattarella, President of Italy, Rome/Italy

February 5, 2018

Paolo Gentiloni, Prime Minister of Italy, Rome/Italy

March 7, 2018 Tufan Erhiirman, Prime Minister of the TRNC, Presidential Complex, Ankara
July 10, 2018 Mustafa Akinci, President of the TRNC, Lefkosa/TRNC

July 12, 2018 Alexis Tsipras, Prime Minister of Greece, Brussels/Belgium

July 16, 2018 Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy, NATO Summit, Brussels/Belgium
September 5, 2018 Tufan Erhiirman, Prime Minister of the TRNC, Presidential Complex, Ankara
September 25, 2018 Alexis Tsipras, Prime Minister of Greece, New York/USA

September 29, 2018 Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Berlin/Germany
October 8, 2018 Janos Ader, President of Hungary, Budapest/Hungary

March 26, 2018 Borko Borisov, Prime Minister of Bulgaria, Varna/Bulgaria

March 26, 2018 Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, Vama/Bulgaria
March 26, 2018 Donald Tusk, President of the European Council, Vama/Bulgaria

April 2018, 2018 Vladimir V. Putin, President of the Russian Federation, Presidential Complex, Ankara
April 16, 2018 Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary General, Presidential Complex, Ankara

May 2, 2018 MOON Jae-in, President of the Republic of Korea, Seoul/South Korea

May 15, 2018 Theresa May, UK Prime Minister, The UK

December 1, 2018 Donald J. Trump, US President, Buenos Aires/Argentina

President Erdogan has repeatedly expressed to his counterparts the
legitimacy of Tiirkiye’s rights and interests in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, Tiirkiye’s peaceful approach to solving the problem and its red
lines on this issue, and has spent and continues to spend a significant
amount of time to solve the problem through effective diplomacy and
peaceful methods.
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Images from President Erdogan’s meeting with Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis as part of the NATO Leaders Summit in London
on December 4, 2019. This is the first meeting at the leaders’ level be-
tween Tiirkiye and Greece after the signing of the “Memorandum of
Understanding on Security and Military Cooperation” and “Memo-
randum of Understanding on Delimitation of Maritime Jurisdiction
Areas”, which aims to maintain the rights stemming from interna-
tional law, between Tiirkiye and Libyan Government of National Ac-
cord on November 27. President Erdogan, once again, conveyed Tiir-
kiye’s stance for the Eastern Mediterranean to his Greek interlocutor
in person.
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One of the topics on the agenda of the quadrilateral summit held via
teleconference between President Erdogan, French President Macron,
British Prime Minister Johnson, and German Chancellor Merkel on
17.03.2020 was the Eastern Mediterranean issue. In his statement af-
ter the summit, President Erdogan said, “In this difficult period we are
going through at a regional and global level, we will operate diplomacy
and cooperation mechanisms more actively and we will unwaveringly
continue our efforts to resolve our problems as soon as possible”.

One of the topics on the agenda of President Erdogan’s meeting with
US President Donald Trump in Washington on November 13, 2019,
was the Eastern Mediterranean.
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Red Lines in Tirkiye’s
Eastern Mediterranean
Strategy
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Tiirkiye’s policy on the Eastern Mediterranean is based on
good faith, equity, cooperation, and respect for international
law, as is on all neighbouring geographies. Tiirkiye desires the
riches of the Eastern Mediterranean to be seen as the possibility
of cooperation and friendship, not as competition and conflict.
Tiirkiye’s vision for the Eastern Mediterranean is to turn it into
a basin of peace, stability, and prosperity by sharing resources in
an equitable and just manner. Tiirkiye, which has announced its
openness to negotiate and cooperate with all legitimate actors in
the region on many occasions, has the power to implement the
necessary measures against the misuse of good faith.

Tiirkiye has never compromised and will never compromise
its right in the Mediterranean or any other geography. Intru-
sive acts and maximalist claims against maritime jurisdictions,
which form an integral part of the Turkish homeland, will be eli-
minated under any circumstances. As a respected member of the
international community, Tiirkiye shows the utmost respect to
the rights of all countries, its neighbours in particular, and ex-
pects the same respect for its rights. It should be known by all
parties concerned that as a response to the attacks directed aga-
inst its rights, Tiirkiye will not hesitate to use its rights stemming
from the international law.

Tiirkiye is aware of ongoing international initiatives against
its rights and interests in the Eastern Mediterranean. It has
all the necessary opportunities/capabilities and determination to
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foil these attempts. The actors who intentionally escalate the ten-
sion in the region by introducing maps that are tailored on order
and have no legitimate basis or by undermining the demilitari-
zed status of the islands, engage in a fruitless effort and endanger
regional peace and their national security. Tiirkiye will never re-
main a spectator to the usurpation of their rights in the Eastern
Mediterranean originating from international law with a fait ac-
compli. The legal and political responsibility of Tiirkiye’s likely
legitimate intervention at this point is entirely on those who inc-
rease the tension.

» Tiirkiye will not allow its natural rights and interests that are
secured under international law in terms of exploration and
drilling activities in the Eastern Mediterranean to become
the subject of a bargain or fait accompli. Tiirkiye is determined
to ensure energy security and meet its current account deficit re-
sulting from energy imports with its own resources. It will never
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allow some imperial actors to exhibit their out-of-date habits in
the region, to create fait accompli, and to hinder Tiirkiye’s econo-
mic breakthrough. Tiirkiye will protect and use its rights arising
from international law.

All projects aimed at excluding and ignoring Tiirkiye, the
most influential country of the region in the Eastern Medi-
terranean, are doomed to fail. Attempts to limit Tiirkiye’s
influence in the region are failing one by one. The plans that
non-regional actors are trying to construct from outside or over
some countries in the Eastern Mediterranean are not equitab-
le and sustainable. Any project planned excluding Tiirkiye will
neither have full security nor be economically profitable. Futile
efforts aimed at excluding Tiirkiye would only harm those who
plan them.

As well as maintaining its open and well-intended attitude
towards ensuring a just, comprehensive and lasting solution
in the Cyprus issue that will meet the sovereign equality and
security concerns of the Turkish Cypriots that are a main
element of the island, Tiirkiye is adamant on protecting the
rights of both itself and the TRNC. The policy of deadlock ma-
intained for half a century by the Greek Cypriots, who see them-
selves as the sole owner of the island and ignore the Turkish
Cypriots, due to insistence on not recognising Turkish Cypriots’
fundamental political rights and their unwillingness on sharing
the prosperity are harming the stability and prosperity of the re-
gion. Moreover, the GCASC’s unilateral hydrocarbon activities
that disregard the rights of Tiirkiye and Turkish Cypriots serve
nothing but escalating the tension in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Tiirkiye will not allow the campaigns carried out against it
inits own sovereignty area to produce results, and the efforts
made by the non-regional powers to establish a post-colonial
exploitation system in the Eastern Mediterranean with im-
perial motives. Non-Eastern Mediterranean actors such as Fran-
ce, Russia, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, destabilise
the region by their attempts to establish influence via sending
aircraft carriers, performing provocative manoeuvres, deploying
troops, or using harsh rhetoric against Tiirkiye from time to time.
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Greece and GCASC that are provoked by non-regional powers,
however, hold the flag in the plans against Tiirkiye in violation
of international law. It should be known that Tiirkiye will never
allow for these initiatives and the establishment of an Eastern
Mediterranean equation without Tiirkiye.

» Tiirkiye will give the necessary response to the focus groups
who want to impede Tiirkiye’s presence on other fronts by li-
miting its sphere of influence and capacity over the Eastern
Mediterranean. Today, the presence of Tiirkiye in the Eastern
Mediterranean has now become an issue with a knot of many
problems in North Africa, the Balkans, the Aegean Sea, the Black
Sea, and the Middle East. The focus groups wanting to prevent
Tiirkiye’s rights and interests in the Eastern Mediterranean are
trying to all-out siege Tiirkiye and its friends, whose stability is
supported by Tiirkiye, in the said geography.
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Reeling of Tiirkiye in the Eastern Mediterranean will provide the
awaited opportunity to the coup plotters and war criminals in North
Africa, terrorist organisations in Syria, occupants and massacrists
in North Caucasus, those who want to perpetuate the bloody scenes
from the 90s in the Balkans, those who are uncomfortable with the
balance established in the Black Sea over international law, those
who pursue expansionist aspirations in the Aegean Sea contrary to
international law, and to their supporters. Tiirkiye has the power to
pursue policies in different matters and geographies simultaneously
with the political, diplomatic, and military capacity it has built. It is
also aware of this confining plan that is knotted in the Eastern Medi-
terranean and will not take even a step back from its rightful positi-
on. Tiirkiye’s greatest power is the support it derives from its nation,
its legitimacy, and its stability.
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