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Takdim

< 18VLIN 13 LYWO1d|la SVYANVLVA < < -

Urkiye olarak son 20 yildir bir yandan milletimizin re-

fahini, huzurunu ve giivenligini tahkim ederken, diger

yandan da girisimci ve insani dis politika anlayisimiz-
la daha adil bir dinya insa edilmesi icin ¢aba sarf ediyo-
ruz. Ulkemizin bu dikkat ceken hikayesini ve hakli tezlerini
uluslararasi kamuoyuna dogru, etkili ve 6zgiin bir sekilde
anlatmak i¢in bitlin kurumlarimizla yogun bir gayret ortaya
koyuyoruz. Dis politikadan terérle miicadeleye, ekonomiden
enerjiye bitln alanlarda sergiledigimiz bu basariyl, vatan-
daslarimizin da katki sundugu bir iletisim seferberligi ile
taglandirmayi arzu ediyoruz.

iletisim teknolojilerinde yasanan koklii degisimleri miitea-
kip sosyal medyanin hayatimiza girmesiyle birlikte tek tek
bireyler, birer kamu diplomasisi aktorl haline gelmektedir.
Bu baglamda, biz de yurt disinda yasayan vatandaslarimi-
zi dlinyanin dért bir yanina ulasan beseri képriilerimiz ve
gonul elgilerimiz olarak goriiyoruz. EGitim amaciyla giden
ogrencilerimizden uluslararasi spor musabakalarinda ay
yildizli formayi tasiyan sporcularimiza, akademik ¢alismalar
icin yurt disinda bulunan bilim insanlarimizdan mutesebbis-
lerimize; kisa ya da uzun sureli olarak yurt disinda mukim
her bir vatandasimizi Tiirk milletinin bir temsilcisi ve “vatan-
das diplomat” olarak addediyoruz.



Elinizdeki kitap, Turkiye'ye iliskin temel bilgilerden dis po-

litika tezlerimize kadar genis bir yelpazede yurt disinda u
ihtiya¢ duyabileceginiz her turlu bilgiyi ihtiva etmektedir.
Dezenformasyonun ve manipiilasyonun giderek yayginlasti-
g1 glinimiz diinyasinda, vatandaslarimizin Glkemizi “hakikat
micadelesi’nde yalniz birakmayacagina inancimiz tamdir.

Bulundugunuz (lkelerde Tiirkiye'yi layikiyla temsil edece-
ginize yurekten inaniyor, “Vatandas Diplomat EL Kitabi"nin
sizler igin faydali olmasini diliyorum. Bu kitabin hazirlanma-
sinda emedi gecenleri tebrik ediyorum.

18VLIX 13 LYWO1d|a SYANVLIVA « « « < <

TURKIYE CUMHURIYETi CUMHURBASKANI

RECEP TAYYIiP ERDOGAN



< 18VL1IX 13 LYWO1d|a SVYANVLVA

On Soz

Unumuzuin kiresellesen dunyasinda bilgi ve iletisim

teknolojilerinde meydana gelen degisim ve doni-

sumler, her alani oldugu gibi kamu diplomasisini de
buyik dlguide etkilemistir. Devletler, tek yonli ve devlet/
hikdmet odakli “geleneksel kamu diplomasisi” anlayisin-
dan siyrilarak cift yonli iletisimi esas alan; vatandaslarin,
sivil toplum kuruluslarinin, Gniversitelerin kamu diplomasisi
faaliyetlerinde etkin rol aldigi “yeni kamu diplomasisi” an-
layisina ge¢mislerdir. Bu donlsimin merkezinde yer alan
llkelerden biri olarak yabanci halklarla temasi olan tim
vatandaslarimizi “vatandas diplomat” olarak degerlendiriyor
ve vatandaslarimizin kamu diplomasisi faaliyetlerimizde rol
ve sorumluluk almalarina biyiik 6nem atfediyoruz.

Hakikat 6tesi olarak adlandirilan bu ¢agda, tilkemizin itiba-
rini korumak ve gliclendirmek amaciyla bir yandan dis poli-
tika tezlerimizi uluslararasi kamuoyuna anlatiyor bir yandan
da ulkemizi hedef alan dezenformasyon kampanyalari ve
algl operasyonlariyla micadele ediyoruz. Vatandas diplo-
matlarimiz olarak sizler de bulundugunuz Ulkelerde tlkemi-
zin dogru sekilde yansitilmasina katki saglayabilir; Gilkemize
iliskin asilsiz ve temelsiz iddialar karsisinda hakikatleri dile
getirebilirsiniz.

Bu cercevede, yurt disina giden vatandaslarimizin yaban-
¢l halklarla temaslarinda kendilerine yardimci olabilmek



adina iletisim Baskanligi énciiliigiinde “Vatandas Diplomat
El Kitabr” hazirlanmistir. Ulkemize iliskin temel bilgileri ve
onemli dis politika meselelerimizi 6zl bir sekilde ele alan
bu eser, hem yurt disinda tilkemize iliskin gergekgi bir algi
olusturulmasi hususunda hem de Ullkemize yonelen gercek
disi iddialar karsisinda basvurabileceginiz bir kaynak niteligi
tasimaktadir.

Mevlana’nin “ayni dili konusanlar degil, ayni duyguyu payla-
sanlar anlasir” dusturundan hareketle, yabanci halklarla kar-
silikli anlayis ve hosgoru temelinde bir iletisim tesis etme-
niz; Ulkemiz ile bulundugunuz {ilke arasinda gonil baglar
kurmaniz 6nem arz etmektedir. “Vatandas diplomat” olarak
Ustlendiginiz bu 6nemli gorevin bilinciyle, yurt disinda bu-
lundugunuz siire boyunca Tirkiye markasinin gliclendiril-
mesine ve llkemize iliskin muspet alginin tahkim edilme-
sine 6nemli katkilarda bulunacaginiza dair inancim tamdir.

Bu itibarla, “Vatandas Diplomat El Kitab/"nin hazirlanmasi
strecinde emedi gecen mesai arkadaslarima ve ilgili ku-
rumlarimizin ¢alisanlarina tesekkiirlerimi sunuyor, kitabin
llkemizi yurt disinda temsil edecek olan siz degerli vatan-
daslarimiz icin faydali olmasini temenni ediyorum.

bt

Prof.Dr. Fahrettin Altun
Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaskanligi iletisim Baskani

‘
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Gunumlizde vatandaslar, dis politika liretimi ve bu po-
litikalarin tanitimi strecinde aktif birer aktor haline
gelmislerdir.

Vatandas diplomat, kendisine atfedilen resmi bir so-
rumluluk veya gérev olmadan insandan insana kamu
diplomasisi faaliyeti yiriiten kisidir.

Yabanci halklarla temasi olan her bir 6grenci, sporcu,
is insani, sanatgl, akademisyen ya da bilim insani va-
tandas diplomattir.

Vatandas diplomat, iletisim halinde oldugu yabanci
halklara vatandasi olduklari ilkenin tarihini, kiiltiri-
nu, degerlerini ve politikalarini dogrudan aktarmakta-
dir.

Vatandas diplomat, kurdugu iliskilerle ve sdylemleriy-
le, lilkesinin yumusak glicliniin olusturulmasina, llke
markasinin guglendirilmesine ve kiiltiirlerarasi kopri-
ler insa edilmesine katki sunmaktadir.

Vatandas diplomasisi, toplumlar arasinda 6n yargila-
rin kirilmasini ve Ulkeler arasinda karsilikli anlayisin
guglendirilmesini amaglamaktadir. Bu cercevede, va-
tandas diplomatlar, tlkeler arasindaki iligkilere ivme
kazandiran birer kamu diplomasisi elgisi olarak 6ne
¢ikmaktadir.
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Vatandaslarimizin tlkemize iliskin algilari sekillendirmede
aktif rolu ve sorumlulugu bulunmaktadir. Bu gercevede, va-
tandaslarimizin asagida sunulan tavsiyeleri dikkate almala-
rinin faydali olacagi 6ngorilmektedir.

. En az bir yabanci dili iyi derecede 6grenin.
. Bulundugunuz lilkeye uyum saglamaya 6zen gosterin.

. iliskilerinizde karsilikli anlayis ve hosgérii temelinde
hareket edin.

. Bulundugunuz tlkede siyaset, ekonomi, kiiltir, spor vb.
alanlarda etkinliginizi arttirin; sivil toplum kuruluslari
biinyesinde aktif rol alin.

. Ulkemizin tarihi ve kiiltiirel degerlerine vakif olun ve
Ulkemizin temel dis politika tezlerini 6grenin.

. Hosgoristyle ve misafirperverligiyle bilinen bir tilke-
nin vatandaslari olarak farkli milletlerden arkadaslari-
nizi evinizde, is yerinizde ya da okulunuzda agirlayin;
kaltlrimizu ve tarihimizi en iyi sekilde anlatmaya
¢aba sarf edin.

. Ulusal ve uluslararasi medyay! yakindan takip edin
ve bakis acinizi gelistirin. Insa ettiginiz entelektiiel ve
kulturel birikim sayesinde kiresel gelismeleri dogru
bir sekilde analiz etmeniz miimkin olacaktir.

[N
[N
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Sosyal medyayi etkin kullanin; tilkemiz aleyhine yuri-
tllen bir dezenformasyon kampanyasi ya da tlkemizin
itibarini zedelemeyi hedefleyen bir sosyal medya pay-
lasimiyla karsilastiginizda tarihsel gerceklikleri ve te-
mel dis politika tezlerimizi yansitan igerikler paylasin.

Sahip oldugunuz degerlerle bulundugunuz toplumun
kilturel gesitliligini ve zenginligini artirdiginizi unut-
mayin.
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Tirkler MO 7. yiizyilda tarih sahnesine cikmistir.

MO 3. yiizyilda Hunlar, Mete Han liderliinde o done-
me kadar goriilen en genis sinirlara sahip imparator-
lugu kurmustur.

Bati Avrupa’ya kadar uzanan akinlar gergeklestiren
Turkler, diger toplumlari batiya dogru goge zorlayarak
“Kavimler Gogii’ne neden olmustur.

552 yilinda Tirkler, Goktlirk Devletini kurmustur. Bu
devlet bunyesinde Tirkler ilk kez “Turk” sézcuguni
resmf devlet adi olarak kabul etmistir.

Goktlirk Devletinin yikilmasinin ardindan Tiirkler, 741
yilinda Uygur Devleti'ni kurmustur.

Bir Tirk toplulugu olan Kirgizlar tarafindan 840’ta
yikilan Uygur Devletinin ardindan kurulan Karahanli
Devleti tarihteki ilk Musliman Tirk devleti olmustur.
Ardindan gelen Gazneli ve Selguklu Devletleri ile Orta
Asya’nin batisindaki Turk varligi devam etmistir.

Orta Asya’daki Turk egemenligi 13. yiizyildan itibaren
Hindistan'a yayilmaya baslamistir. Babir $ah tarafin-
dan kurulan Babir Devletinin sinirlari Bangladese
kadar uzanmistir.

Biiylik Selguklu Devleti Sultani Alparslan, 1071 yilinda
Bizans hikimdari Diogenes’i Malazgirt'te maglup et-
mistir. Boylece Anadolu’'nun kapilari Turklere agilmistir.

Blylk Selguklu Devleti, Karahanlilar ve Gaznelileri
de hakimiyeti altina alarak Orta Asya ve Anadolu’daki
Turk birligini gerceklestirmistir.

1097°de Anadolu’ya ilk Hagli Seferi gergeklestirilmistir.
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1147°de gergeklesen II. Hagli Seferindeki maglubi-
yetlerinden sonra Batili yazarlar, Anadolu’yu “Turkiye”
olarak anmaya baslamislardir.

Anadolu Selguklu Devletinin ug beyi Osman Bey,
1299°da Osmanli Devleti'ni kurmustur.

Istanbul'un fethine kadar Balkanlarin biiyiik bir bslii-
mi Osmanli hakimiyetine girmistir.

Fatih Sultan Mehmet, 1453'te istanbul'u fethetmis; bu
fetih Orta Cag'r kapatip Yeni Cag’i baslatmistir.

Osmanli Devleti, Kanuni Sultan Siileyman doneminde
Kirim'dan Yemen'e ve Sudan’a; iran iclerine ve Hazar
Denizi'ne; Viyana sinirlarina ve Kuzey Afrika’ya kadar
uzanan bir devlet haline gelmistir.

1856 yilinda cikarilan Islahat Fermanryla Osmanli
Devletinde gayrimuslimlere esit vatandaslik hakki
taninmistir.

Osmanli Devleti Birinci Diinya Savasinda ingiltere,
Fransa, Rusya ile savasmistir. Bu savas, Osmanli Dev-
leti’nin yikilmasina neden olmustur.

19 Mayis 1919'da Gazi Mustafa Kemalin Samsun‘a
¢ikmasi, Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulmasiyla sonug-
lanacak Milli Miicadele siirecinin baslangici olmustur.

itilaf devletleri, 16 Mart 1920'de Istanbul'u isgal et-
mistir.
23 Nisan 1920’de Tirkiye Buyik Millet Meclisi kurul-
mustur.

Turkiye’nin bagimsiz ve egemen bir devlet olarak ta-
ninmasini saglayan Lozan Baris Antlasmasi, 24 Tem-
muz 1923’te imzalanmistir.



29 Ekim 1923’te cumhuriyet ilan edilmistir.

20 Temmuz 1936’'da Bogazlardan gegis rejimini du-
zenleyen Montreux Bogazlar Sozlesmesi imzalanmig
ve Bogazlar Turk egemenligine gecmistir.

Turkiye, 26 Haziran 1945’te kurulan Birlesmis Millet-
ler’in (BM) 50 kurucu Uyesi arasinda yer almistir.

Tirkiye, 17 Eylul 1950’de BM bayrag altinda Kore Sa-
vasina katilmistir.

Turkiye, 1952°de NATO'ya lye olmus; Soguk Savas bo-
yunca orgiitiin dogu kanadini Sovyet tehdidine karsi
savunmustur.

Turkiye, 14 Nisan 1987’de Avrupa Birligine (AB) tam
tyelik basvurusunda bulunmustur.

Turkiye ile AB arasinda Gumrik Birligi 1995’te kabul
edilmistir.

Turkiye, 3 Ekim 2005’te AB’ye katilim miizakerelerine
baslamistir.

Turkiye’de Cumhurbaskaninin dogrudan halk tarafin-
dan secilmesini 6ngoren anayasa degisikligi, 21 Ekim
2007’de halkoyuna sunulmus ve %69 oyla kabul edil-
mistir.

24 Haziran 2018 secimleriyle beraber Tiirkiye’de Cum-
hurbagkanligr Hikimet Sistemi uygulanmaya basla-
mistir.

[N
: ~N

19VLIM 13 LYWOTdIA SVANVLVA < < < < <






Turkiye, Orta Asya’dan gelen koklu Tiirk gelenekleri, yerlesik
oldugu Anadolu cografyasindaki degerler ve islam medeni-
yetinin de etkisiyle zengin bir kiltlr gesitliligine sahiptir.
Geleneksel el sanatlarindan mutfagda, edebiyattan resme ve
miizige birgok alanda uretilen essiz trlinler ve tim medeni-
yetlerden izler tasiyan kiiltiirel miras niteligindeki eserler
Turk kiltiriiniin en 6nemli parcalarini olusturmaktadir.

Ulkemizin kiiltiirel mirasinin tiim diinyaya hak ettigi sekilde
tanitilmasi 6nem arz etmektedir.

Geleneksel El Sanatlari

Gelenek ve goreneklerin en somut yansimalarindan olan
geleneksel el sanatlari,ham maddenin islenerek sanata do-
nustirilmesidir. Yogun emek ve yaratma gicli ister.

Geleneksel Tirk el sanatlari arasinda halicilik, kilimcilik,
ebru, kumas dokumaciligi, hat ve yazmacilik, ginicilik, se-
ramik-comlek yapimciligi, islemecilik, oya yapimciligi, deri
isciligi, mizik aletleri yapimciligy, tas isciligi, bakircilik, se-
petgcilik, semercilik, maden isciligi, kece yapimciligi, ahsap ve
agag isciligi, telkari, tezhip ve minyattr bulunmaktadir.

Edebiyat

Turk edebiyati, destan, siir, roman, dykd, tiyatro, masal, fabl,
deneme, fikra, makale, elestiri, sohbet, ani ve biyografi gibi
edebi eserler konusunda oldukca zengindir. Edebiyat tarih-
cisi Osman Horata’nin deyimiyle “Turk Edebiyati, Orta Asya
iclerinden baslayarak Akdeniz uglarina kadar uzanan yiizler-
ce yillik yolculugu, blyuklu kugukli kollariyla genis bir ala-
ni kucaklayan bir irmaga benzer”. Orhun Yazitlari, Kutadgu
Bilig ve Dede Korkut gibi sayisiz destanlarla beslenen bu
irmak, Dede Korkut'tan baslayarak Tirk kulturini, edebiyat

[N
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vasitasiyla nesilden nesle aktarmistir. Anadolu’ya yerlesim-
le birlikte Yunus Emre gibi kisiliklerle bir “siir mirasi” olus-
mustur. Bu miras, Osmanli doneminde Fuzuli, Taslicali Yahya,
Nedim, Baki, Seyh Galib, Ziya Pasa; Cumhuriyet doneminde
Yahya Kemal, Asik Veysel, Orhan Veli, Attila ithan, Fazil Hiis-
ni Daglarca gibi sairlere devredilmistir. Osmanli donemin-
den Cumbhuriyete gegerken Tirk edebiyatina giren roman
ve oyku gibi modern edebiyat tlrlerinde Resat Nuri, Halide
Edip, Ahmet Hagim, Halid Ziya, Refik Halid, Omer Seyfettin
gibi yazarlarimiz saheserler vermistir.

Cumhuriyet donemi Tiirk edebiyati yazarlarinin gok sayida
eseri farkli dillere gevrilmis ve bu sayede Tiirk edebiyatinin
yurt disinda taninmasi saglanmistir. Nazim Hikmet, Necip
Fazil, Yasar Kemal, Orhan Kemal, Aziz Nesin, Sait Faik, Pe-
yami Safa, Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar, Sabahattin Ali, Mustafa
Kutlu,Adalet Agaoglu, iskender Pala,Ahmet Umit, Ayse Kulin,
Hakan Giinday ve 2006 yilinda Nobel Edebiyat Odiilii alan
Orhan Pamuk, yabancilar tarafindan en ¢ok okunan yazarla-
rimiz arasindadir. Yalvag Ural, Giilten Dayioglu, Mevlana idris
Zengin, Zeynep Cemali, Aytiil Akal, Sara Sahinkanat, Behig Ak,
Fatih Erdogan, Feridun Oral gibi cocuk ve ilk genglik edebi-
yati alaninda eser veren yazarlarimiz ilgiyle okunmaktadir.

Resim

Islamiyet &ncesi Tiirklerde, en eski resim drneklerine Gok-
tiirklere ait kurganlarda rastlanilmistir. Osmanli imparator-
lugu'nda ise resim sanati, ilk olarak Fatih Sultan Mehmet'in
nll nakkaslari toplayip sarayin duvarina resim yaptirmasiy-
la basglamistir. Batili anlamda modern resim sanatinin ortaya
cikmasi ve Osmanli imparatorlugunun sanat dallari arasina
dahil edilmesi, Tanzimat donemi dncesinde gerceklesmistir.
18. ve 19. yiizyil boyunca da sanatsal Uretimler gergekles-



mistir. Bu donemde, Osman Hamdi Bey, Seker Ahmet Pasa
gibi 6ncl isimler resim sanatinda 6ne gikmistir.

Miizik

Tiirklerde miizigin baslangici MO 1600'Lii yillara dayanmak-
tadir. Tirklerin ilk enstriimani olarak degerlendirilen kopuz,
tlm Tirk sazlarinin atasi kabul edilmektedir. Telli olup miz-
rapli turleri dombra, dutar, setar, ¢oglir iken yayli olanlari
ise, kamanca, kemence, kemanedir. Vurmali olanlar ise depki
calgilar adi ile bilinen derili, tahtali, kemik gibi gesitlerle bir-
likte bugiinkii bendir, davul, tef, kasik, zil, calpara gibi enstrii-
manlardir ve nefesli olanlara 6tki adi verilmektedir.

Tiirklerin Anadolu’ya gécii ve Islamiyete gecmesiyle Tiirk
miizik kiltlrl derinden etkilenmistir. Zaman igerisinde Tlrk
Halk Mizigi, Klasik Tirk Mizigi, Sanat Mizigi, Tasavvuf Mu-
zigi gibi formlar ortaya ¢ikmis ve Tiirk muziginin gesitlerini
olusturmustur.

Bunun yaninda, Cumhuriyet sonrasi Bati miizigi alaninda
miizik bolumlerinin ve konservatuvarlarin kurulmasi, cagdas
mizik alaninda, klasik ve ¢ok sesli mizik ¢alismalarinin bas-
lamasina vesile olmustur.

Turk Halk Muzigi alaninda Muzaffer Sarisozen, Sadi Yaver
Ataman gibi derlemeciler, Klasik Turk Muzigi alaninda 17.
yiizyilda Ali Ufki Bey, Cumhuriyet doneminde Huseyin Saa-
dettin Arel, Bati MUzigi alaninda Turk Besleri olarak bilinen
Cemal Resit Rey, Hasan Ferid Alnar, Ulvi Cemal Erkin, Ahmet
Adnan Saygun ve Necil Kazim Akses, Turk mizigine bulyik
katkr saglamislardir.

Ulkemiz yakin zamanda, Hikmet Simsek, Giirer Aykal, Rengim
Gokmen ve Betin Giines gibi 6dulli orkestra seflerinin yani
sira dinyaca Unll mizisyenleri de yetistirmistir. Fazil Say

)
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(piyanist), idil Biret (piyanist) ve Suna Kan (keman virtiiézi)
uluslararasi yarismalarda 6diil kazanan Gnli Turk muzisyen-
lerden birkagidir. Popiiler miizigin yani sira; Kerem Gorsey,
ithan Ersahin ve Aydin Esen gibi caz miizikte uluslararasi
taninirliga sahip sanatgilarimiz bulunmaktadir. Ayrica (lke-
miz, pek cok sanatciyi (The Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin, Eric
Clapton, Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles vb.) miizik diinyasina
kazandiran muzik yapimcisi Ahmet Erteglin ve déneminin
onde gelen opera sanatgilarindan biri olan Leyla Gencer gibi
onemli degerleri de yetistirmistir.

Sinema

Fuat Uzkinay'in Ayastefanos’taki Rus Anitrnin 14 Kasim
1914’te yikilmasina iliskin filmi, “cekilen ilk Turk filmi”, Fuat
Uzkinay da “Ilk Tiirk Sinemacisi” olarak nitelendirilmektedir.

Turk sinemasinda 1922 yilindan 1949 yilina kadar sivil ya-
pimevleri bazinda yapilandirilan déneme “Ozel Yapimevleri
Donemi” adi verilmektedir. Bu donemde, tiyatral kokenli ga-
lismalarini sinemaya uyarlamasiyla taninan Muhsin Ertug-
rul, Turk sinemasinin duayen isimlerindendir. 1950°Li yillar-
dan itibaren artan yapimlar, Turk sinemasinin net bir kimlige
burtindtgu yillardir.

1970'li yillarda televizyona artan ilgi, kitleleri sinemadan
uzaklastirmis; sinema salonlari kapanmaya baslamis, sine-
ma sektoru daralma suirecine girmistir. 1980’lerden itibaren
“yildiz sistemi” ¢6kmdus, basrol odakli filmlerden yonetmen
odakli filmlere bir donlisim gergeklesmistir. Turk sinema
sektort 90°l yillarda ozel televizyonlarin art arda agilmasiy-
la birlikte sinema sayilari azalmaya baglamistir.

2000'li yillarda ise izleyici profili degismis, sinemacilarin
anlatimlarinda belirgin degisiklikler olmustur. Yapilan mev-
zuat diizenlemeleri neticesinde, film lretiminde ve seyirci



sayilarinda énemli artis yasanmistir. 2002 yilinda 23,5 mil-
yon olan izleyici sayisi 2019 yilinda 59 milyonu agmistir. Se-
yirci sayisindaki artisin yani sira Turk filmleri Cannes, Berlin,
Venedik ve Tokyo Film Festivali gibi diinyanin en 6nemli et-
kinliklerinden odiillerle donmustdr.

Son yillarda artan seyirci ve film sayisi, Uretimdeki cesitlilik
ve uluslararasi arenada kazanilan odullerle Tirk sinemasi bir
marka olma yolunda emin adimlarla yurimektedir.

Turk Dizileri

Glnumuzde televizyon sektoriiniin igerisindeki en 6nem-
li yapimlar, ekrana gelen programlarin %40’in1 olusturan
dizi-filmlerdir. Dizi-filmlerin yapim suregleri ve butgeleri
sinema filmlerini yakalamis, ihracati 6nemli boyutlara ulas-
mistir.

Tirk dizileri, yurt disinda izlenme oranlari géz 6niine alin-
didinda, kiiltiirel diplomasi baglaminda tlkemiz igin énemli
bir yumusak gli¢ unsurudur. Tiirkiye’de her yil onlarca dizi
Uretilmektedir ve dizilerimiz bugiline kadar 152 iilkeye ihrag
edilmistir. Basta Orta Dogu ve Balkan ulkeleri olmak lzere
ABD’den Sili'ye, Cin’den Rusya’ya diinyanin dort bir yanina
pazarlanan Turk dizilerinin yaklasik 600 milyon izleyicisi ol-
dugu ongorulmektedir. Turk dizi ihracati 6nemli seviyelere
ulasmis olup tilkemiz bu alanda diinyada ilk bes Ulke arasin-
da yer almaktadir.

Gumdus, Muhtesem Yizyil ve Binbir Gece, bugline kadar en ¢ok
izlenen Tirk dizileri olmustur. Televizyon diinyasinin en pres-
tijli 6dillerden biri olan Uluslararasi Emmy Odiillerinde Ha-
luk Bilginer, 2019 yilinda “Sahsiyet” adli dizideki basrol oyun-
culuguyla “En lyi Erkek Oyuncu” édiiliinii kazanmistir. 2017
yilinda ise yine Uluslararasi Emmy Odiillerinde “Kara Sevda”
adli dizi,“En lyi Uluslararasi Dizi” 6diiliiniin sahibi olmustur.
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Kivang Tatlitug, Burak Ozcivit, Fahriye Evcen, Tuba Biiyiikiis-
tln, Engin Akylrek ve Kerem Biirsin gibi sanatgilarimiz ulus-
lararasi festival ve yarismalarda odiile layik gorulmislerdir.

Tiirk Mutfagi

Turk mutfagi, Anadolu'nun verimli topraklarinda yetisen
binlerce dogal riliniin toplanip islenerek tabaklarla bulus-
turuldugu saglikli, atiksiz ve srdiriilebilir bir mutfaktir. Tirk
mutfagi glicind, verimli topraklarda yetismis kaliteli tohum-
lardan elde edilen yerel malzemelerden alir. Gegmisi asir-
lara dayanan Tirk Mutfagi sayisiz medeniyetin glinimiize
stizlilmis lezzet mirasinin en incelikli tatlarini tagir.

2021 yili itibariyla her yil 21-27 Mayis gunleri arasi gast-
ronomi turizmi alaninda llkemizin sahip oldugu degerlerin
yurt disi tanitiminin daha etkin olmasi, ulusal ve uluslarara-
si arenada ses getirebilmesi amaciyla “Tirk Mutfagi Haftas!”
ilan edilmistir. Trk Mutfagi Haftasi her yil belirlenen bir
tema ile yurt disi musavirlikler ve temsilcilikler araciligiyla
tlm diinyada dikkat cekecek dlizeydeki tanitim etkinlikleriy-
le kutlanacaktir.

Turk mutfak kiiltlrtiinde 6zel ve 6nemli bir yeri olan,yabanci-
larin da giderek daha gok ilgi gosterdigi “Turk Kahvaltisi’nin
duinyada bir marka haline getirilebilmesi amaciyla haziran
aymin ilk pazar guniinde ulkemizde ve dis temsilcilikleri-
mizde “Diinya Kahvalti Giini” faaliyetleri diizenlenmektedir.
Bu cergevede, 2021 yilindan baslayarak tim diinyada Tirk
kahvaltisi etkinlikleri gerceklestirilmekte olup Diinya Kah-
valti Gini'niin geleneksellestirilmesi gayesiyle calismalar
devam etmektedir.

Turk Kahve Kiiltlrl ve Geleneginin 5 Aralik 2013 tarihinde
UNESCO Insanligin Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Mirasi Temsili
Listesine dahil edilmesi vesilesiyle, 5 Aralik tiim diinyada



“Duinya Turk Kahvesi Guni” olarak kutlanmaktadir. S6z konu-
su glinde, tiim dilinyada Tiirk Kahve Klturi ve Gelenegi hak-
kinda bilgilendirici ve tanitici etkinlikler dizenlenmektedir.

Diinya Miras Listesinde Tiirkiye

1972 yilinda imzalanan Diinya Kiltiirel ve Dogal Mirasinin
Korunmasina Dair Sozlesme’ye lilkemiz 1983 yilinda taraf
olmustur. Sézlesme kapsaminda, uluslararasi 6nem tasiyan
ve bu nedenle takdire ve korunmaya deger dogal olusum-
lara, anitlara ve sitlere BM Egitim, Bilim ve Kiltiir Teskilati
(UNESCO) tarafindan “Diinya Miras!” statiisti taninmaktadir.
Ulkemizde bu statiiniin tanindigi 19 alan bulunmaktadir:

Divrigi Ulu Camii ve Dartissifasi (Sivas) 1985
istanbul'un Tarihi Alanlari (istanbul) 1985
Goreme Milli Parki ve Kapadokya (Nevsehir) 1985
Hattusa: Hitit Bagkenti (Corum) 1986

Nemrut Dagi (Adiyaman) 1987
Hieropolis-Pamukkale (Denizli) 1988
Xanthos-Letoon (Antalya-Mugla) 1988
Safranbolu $Sehri (Karabuik) 1994

Troya Arkeolojik Alani (Canakkale) 1998

Edirne Selimiye Camii ve Kulliyesi (Edirne) 2011
Catalhdylk Neolitik Alani (Konya) 2012

Bursa ve Cumalikizik: Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun Do-
gusu (Bursa) 2014

Bergama Gok Katmanli Kiiltiirel Peyzaj Alani (izmir)
2014

Diyarbakir Kalesi ve Hevsel Bahgeleri Kiltiirel Peyzaji
(Diyarbakir) 2015
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e Efes (Izmir) 2015

. Ani Arkeolojik Alani (Kars) 2016

. Aphrodisias (Aydin) 2017

. Gobekli Tepe (Sanliurfa) 2018

. Arslantepe Hoyugi (Malatya) 2021

Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras

Somut Olmayan Kiiltirel Miras, UNESCO tarafindan; “top-
luluklarin, gruplarin ve kimi durumlarda bireylerin, kilttirel
miraslarinin bir parcasi olarak tanimladiklari uygulamalar,
temsiller, anlatimlar, bilgiler, beceriler ve bunlara iliskin
araclar, geregler ve kiltirel mekanlar” seklinde tanimlan-
maktadir.

UNESCOnun 29 Eylul - 17 Ekim 2003 tarihleri arasinda Pa-
ris'te toplanan 32. Genel Konferansi’nda, Somut Olmayan
Kiiltlrel Mirasin Korunmasi Sozlesmesi kabul edilmistir.
Somut Olmayan Kiiltirel Mirasin Korunmasi Sozlesmesi
calismalari kapsaminda; uluslararasi listelere dosya hazirlik
calismalari ile somut olmayan kiltiirel miras envanter ¢alis-
malar yurutilmektedir.

Turkiye, 27 Mart 2006 tarihinde bu sdzlesmeye resmen taraf
olmustur. 2006 yilindan bu yana, listeye 21 somut olmayan
kilturel miras 6gemiz kaydedilmistir:

. Meddahlik (2008)

. Mevlevi Sema Toreni (2008)
. Asiklik Gelenegi (2009)

. Nevruz ( Cok uluslu) (2009)
. Karagoz (2009)



Geleneksel Sohbet Toplantilari (2010)
Kirkpinar Yagli Gures Festivali (2010)
Alevi-Bektasi Rittieli Semah (2010)
Toren Keskedi Gelenegi (2011)

Mesir Macunu Festivali (2012)

Turk Kahvesi Kilturi ve Gelenegi (2013)
Ebru: Tirk Kagit Stisleme Sanati (2014)
Geleneksel Cini Ustaligi (2016)

ince Ekmek Yapma ve Paylasma Kiiltiirii: Lavas, Katir-
ma,Jupka, Yufka (Cok uluslu) (2016)

Bahar Kutlamasi: Hidrellez (Cok uluslu) (2017)

Istlik Dili (UNESCO Acil Koruma Gerektiren Somut OLl-
mayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi) (2017)

Dede Korkut Mirasi: Destan Kiiltiirli, Halk Masallari ve
Miizik (Cok uluslu) (2018)

Geleneksel Tiirk Okgulugu (2019)

Geleneksel Zeka ve Strateji Oyunu: Mangala / Goglir-
me Togyzqumalagq, Toguz Korgool (Cok uluslu) (2020)

Minyatir Sanati (Cok uluslu) (2020)

Hiisn-i Hat: Tiirkiye’de islam Sanatinda Geleneksel Gii-
zel Yazi (2021)

Geleneksel Ahlat Tag Isciligi (UNESCO Acil Koruma Ge-
rektiren Somut Olmayan Kiiltrel Miras Listesi) (2022)
Cay Kiltdrd, Kimlik, Misafirperverlik ve Sosyal Etkile-
sim Sembolu (Azerbaycan ile) (2022)

ipek Bécekciligi ve Dokuma icin ipedin Geleneksel
Uretimi (Cok uluslu) (2022)
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. Nasreddin Hoca Fikralarini Anlatma Gelenedi (Gok
uluslu) (2022)

Yaratici Sehirler Agi

2004 yilinda UNESCO Yiriitme Kurulunun 170. Toplantisin-
da alinan karar dogrultusunda diinyanin farkli dilkelerinden
116 sehrin katilimiyla “Yaratici Sehirler AGr” kurulmustur. Ag,
gelismis ve gelismekte olan ulkelerin sehirlerinin sosyal,
ekonomik ve kiltlrel kalkinmalarina katki saglamayi he-
deflemektedir. S6z konusu aga uye olan sehirler, yerel ya-
raticilik, tanitim ve gorunirliklerini artirmayi hedeflemekte
UNESCOnun kiiltirel cesitliligin desteklenmesi dogrultu-
sundaki gorislerini paylasmaktadirlar.

Programa katilim yedi farkli tema Uzerinden olmaktadir.
Bunlar; zanaat ve halk sanatlari,tasarim, sinema, gastronomi,
edebiyat, miizik ve gérsel sanatlardir. Ulkemizden gastrono-
mi, zanaat ve halk sanatlari, tasarim ve miizik alaninda yedi
sehrimiz Yaratici Sehirler Agi'nda yer almaktadir.

a.  Gastronomi
Gaziantep (2015)
Hatay (2017)
Afyonkarahisar (2019)

b.  Zanaat ve Halk Sanatlan
Kutahya (2017)
Bursa (2021)

c¢.  Tasarim
istanbul (2017)

d.  Miizik
Kirsehir (2019)
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Cumhuriyetimizin kurucusu Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’dn
dis politika alaninda ortaya koydugu barisci ve demok-
ratik vizyon, “Yurtta Sulh, Cihanda Sulh” sozleriyle giz-
digi hedef ve bu yonde izledigi kararli politikalar, Tlrk
dis politikasinin temelini teskil etmektedir.

Turkiye, birbirini tamamlayan ¢ok sayida siyasi, ekono-
mik, insani ve kiltlirel is birligi araglarindan istifade
etmekte ve kiresel olgekte dusiinen ancak diinyanin
her kosesinde yerel diuzeyde de etkinlik gosteren bir
diplomasi uygulamaktadir.

Turkiye, dis politika gundemindeki tim konulara so-
rumluluk sahibi bir tilke olarak insan odakli, vicdani ve
ilkeli bir anlayisla yaklagmaktadir.

Turkiye, BM Glvenlik Konseyinde 2009-2010 done-
minde gorev yaparak kiresel baris, istikrar ve gliven-
lige yapici katkilarda bulunmustur.

Ote yandan, BM 75. Genel Kurulu Bagkanligi (2020-
2021), BM Egitim, Bilim ve Kiltlr Teskilati (UNESCO)
40. Genel Konferansi Baskanligi (2019-2021), Kim-
yasal Silahlarin Yasaklanmasi Orgiitii (KSYO-OPCW)
Genel Direktorligu (2010-2018), NATO Genel Sekreter
Yardimciligi (2010-2013), AGIT Ukrayna Ozel Gozlem
Misyonu Bagkanligi (2019-2022) gibi kritik gérevler de
son donemde Ulkemizden temsilciler tarafindan ba-
sariyla Ustlenilmis ve uluslararasi toplumun takdirini
toplamistir.
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Turkiye, dis politikasinda ulusal gikarlarini giivence
altina almaya devam ederken ayni zamanda surduru-
lebilir baris ile kapsayici ve insan odakli siirdurilebilir
kiresel ekonomik ve sosyal kalkinmaya uygun kosul-
larin olusmasini hedeflemektedir.

Bu cercevede, ekonomik ve ticari diplomasi dis poli-
tikamizin temel odaklarindan biri haline gelmistir.
Ulkemizin ekonomik menfaatleri, gerek {iyesi oldugu-
muz OECD, Diinya Ticaret Orgiitii, Karadeniz Ekonomik
isbirligi Orgiitii gibi bélgesel ve uluslararasi platform-
larda, gerekse diger ulkelerle ikili iligkilerimizde siki
bir sekilde takip edilmektedir. Uluslararasi is birlikleri-
nin cesitlenerek daha karmasik bir hale geldigi, belir-
sizliklerin arttigi, ekonomik ve siyasi gli¢ dengelerinin
hizli bir bicimde degistigi bir donemde, proaktif ve va-
tandaslarimizi 6nceleyen bir yaklasimla, diinyanin her
bir kdsesinde vatandaslarimizin, is insanlarimizin ve
bir bitiin olarak tilkemizin ekonomik ve ticari gikarlari
savunulmaya devam edilmektedir.

Turkiye, bolgesi ve otesinde kalici baris, istikrar ve re-
fah ortaminin tesisi icin uluslararasi sorunlarin barisci
¢ozim yontemlerinden biri olan arabuluculuk konu-
sunda oncli rol oynamaktadir. Bu baglamda Turkiye;
BM, Avrupa Givenlik ve Isbirligi Teskilati (AGIT) ve
Islam isbirligi Teskilatrnda arabuluculuk ile ilgili dost-
lar/temas gruplarinin ayni zamanda es baskani olan
tek tlkedir.



Turkiye, bolgesel ve kiiresel sorunlara sessiz kalmama
bilinciyle, catismalarin 6nlenmesine, ¢dziimiine ve in-
sani felaketleri sonlandirmaya katkida bulunmak ama-
ciyla girisimlerde bulunmaktadir.

Turkiye, genis bir cografyada barisin tesisi ve istikrar
ortami saglanmasi amaciyla ¢ok sayida adim atmistir.
(Bosna-Hersek, Sirbistan ve Hirvatistanin katilimiy-
la baslatilan iki ayri Uglii isbirligi Siireci, Pakistan ile
birlikte Afganistan’da barig ve givenligin tesisi igin
“Asya'nin Kalbi-Istanbul Siireci” ve Ukrayna ile Rusya
Federasyonu arasindaki temaslari kolaylastirmaya yo-
nelik adimlar)

257 diplomatik ve konsiiler misyonuyla Tiirkiye, diinya
capinda en blyik 5. temsil agina sahip llke konumun-
dadir.
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Birlesmis Milletler (BM) Reformu

Turkiye, BM'nin tim dunya insanlarinin umudu olma
niteligini stirdiirmesi gerektigi inanciyla, BM sistemi-
nin daha iyi islemesine yonelik atilan tim adimlari
desteklemektedir.

Turkiye, “Diinya 5ten Buyuktir” ilkesi gercevesinde
BM'nin daha demokratik, temsil diizeyi yuksek, hesap
verebilir, seffaf ve etkin bir hale getirilmesini savunmak-
ta; bu gercevede, BM Genel Kurulunun etkinliginin arti-
rilmasini ve BM Guvenlik Konseyinde yalnizca 5 lilkeye
taninan veto imtiyazinin kaldirilmasini talep etmektedir.

insani Yardimlar

Dil, din, irk ayrimi yapmaksizin diinyanin her yerine in-
sani yardim ulastiran Tiirkiye, 2022 yili Kiiresel insani
Yardim Raporu'na gore, gerceklestirdigi 5,6 milyar ABD
dolari tutarindaki insani yardimla 2021 yilinda diinya-
nin en buyik ikinci dondr Glkesi olmustur.

Tirkiye, her yil gayrisafi milli gelirinin yaklasik %1’ini
insani yardim igin ayirarak, gayrisafi milli hasilasina
oranla “dinyanin en comert (lkesi” olmaya devam et-
mektedir.

2020 yilinda agiklanan Birlesmis Milletler insan Hak-
lari Konseyi Raporu’na gore Turkiye, topraklarinda 3,6
milyon kayitli Suriyeli misafiri ve farkli uyruklardan
320.000 siginmaciyr misafir etmektedir.
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Kalkinma Yardimlari

Turkiye, insani yardimlarin yani sira ihtiyag sahibi Gl-
kelerin kalkinma sureglerine destek olmak amaciyla
cesitli yardimlarda bulunmaktadir.

Turkiye tarafindan hicbir karsilik beklenmeden yapi-
lan bu yardimlar, Afrika’dan Balkanlara; Guney Ame-
rika'dan Asya'ya kadar ok genis bir cografyayi kapsa-
maktadir.

Turkiye, egitimden sagliga, ulastirmadan turizme pek
cok alanda binlerce proje ve faaliyete destek vererek
diinya barisina katki sunmaktadir.

Turkiye, 2021 yilinda, 119 (lkeye yaklasik 7,7 milyar
dolar kalkinma yardimi yapmistir.

Tirkiye, OECD (ilkeleri arasinda gayrisafi milli hasilasi-
na oranla en fazla kalkinma yardimi yapan ikinci tlkedir.

Tibbi Yardimlar

Kokl bir diplomasi gelenegine ve insani reflekslere sa-
hip olan Turkiye,dtinyanin karsi karsiya kaldigi Covid-19
pandemisine karsi tim imkanlarini seferber etmistir.

Turkiye,“Dost kara glinde belli olur” anlayisiyla tlkeler
arasinda ayrim yapmaksizin 2022 yilinin ilk ceyregi
itibariyla 19 ulkeye 6,3 milyon doz asi yardiminda bu-
lunmustur. Ayrica, 2 yilda 161 iilkeye ve 12 uluslararasi
orgute yaptidi tibbi yardimlarla bu alanda diinyanin
oncu llkelerinden biri haline gelmistir.



Pandemi siirecinde 19 lilkeye 6,3 milyon doz, 11 Afrika
llkesine ise icinde yerli asimiz TURCOVAC'In da oldu-
gu toplam 4 milyon 870 bin doz asi hibe edilmistir.

Pandemi suresince Tirkiye, Cumhuriyet tarihimizin en
kapsamli tahliye operasyonunu gerceklestirmis; 142
llkeden 100.000’den fazla vatandasimizin ulkemize
getirilmesini saglamistir.
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Turkiye, FETO/PDY silahli terér érgitiinden etnik bé-
Lici teror orgutu PKK/KCK'ya, asiri solcu teror érglti
DHKP-C'ye, EL Kaide ve DEAS gibi dini istismar eden
teror orgutlerinden “17 Kasim” ve ASALA gibi teror or-
gutlerine kadar terérizmin farkli bicimleriyle yillardir
micadele etmektedir.

Turkiye, Yabanci Terorist Savasgilar (YTS) kaynakl teh-
ditlere karsi alinan onlemlerle birlikte kiresel calis-
malara aktif katki saglamaktadir.

Turkiye, YTS tehdidiyle miicadele kapsaminda 21 Ara-
lik 2017 tarihinde kabul edilen YTS'lere iliskin Birles-
mis Milletler Glvenlik Konseyinin 2396 sayili karar
tasarisina es sunucu olmustur.

Tirkiye, ABD'yle birlikte Terorle Miicadele Kiresel Foru-
mu (TMKF) girisiminde bulunmus ve s6z konusu organa
Eylil 2011-Nisan 2016 arasinda eg bagkanlik etmistir.

Turkiye, Eylil 2017’ye kadar, TMKF igerisinde AB ile
birlikte Afrika Boynuzu Calisma Grubunun es baskan-
ugini ylratmustar.

Turkiye, “DEAS’a Karsi Kiiresel Koalisyon” icerisinde ak-
tif bir Uyedir ve koalisyonda yer alan YTS Calisma Gru-
buna eg bagkanlik etmektedir. Ayrica, DEAS'In Suriye ve
Irak’taki etki alanlarina darbe vuran terérle miicadele
amagli askeri harekatlari ylritmustur.

Turkiye, yizlerce vatandasini DEAS saldirilari sonucu
kaybetmistir. Alinan etkin terorle miicadele tedbirleri
sayesinde DEAS'In Uilkemizde blyiik capli eylem ger-
ceklestirmesi onlenmistir.
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Turkiye’nin Suriye’de DEAS’a karsi giristigi terorle mi-
cadele harekatlari ayni zamanda PKK teror orglitiine
karsi buyuk bir darbe teskil etmektedir.

iran, Suriye ve Irak’ta PKK/KCK terér érgiitiiniin uzan-
tisi konumunda olan 6rgutler mevcuttur. Bu orgtler,
iran'da KODAR/PJAK, Irak'ta Tevgera Azadi, Suriye'de
ise PYD/YPG olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Avrupa’da ise
KCDK-E (Avrupa Demokratik Kirt Toplum Merkezi)
ismi ile faaliyetler ylritmektedir.

15 Temmuz 2016 gecesi maruz kalinan ve Tirk hal-
kinin demokrasisine kahramanca sahip ¢ikmasi sure-
tiyle bertaraf edilen hain darbe girisimi, terérizmin
daha once tecriibe edilmemis yeni bir yliziinu ortaya
¢ikarmustir.

15 Temmuz darbe tesebbdiisinin ardindan, hain kal-
kismanin faili olan FETO/PDY silahli terdr &rgiitiyle
miicadele Turkiye'nin onceliklerinden birini olustur-
maktadir.

Tiirkiye, FETO/PDY silahli terér orgutu baglantili okul-
larin, vakif ve derneklerin kapatilmasi/devredilmesi,
orgutle iltisakli sahislarin yurt disinda hareket alani
bulmalarinin ve adaletten kagmalarinin engellenmesi
icin gaba sarf etmektedir.

Gesitli Ulkeler ve uluslararasi érgiitler, FETO/PDY'yi
terdr orglitl olarak ilan etmislerdir. Bu cercevede; 19
Ekim 2016 tarihinde diizenlenen IiT Disisleri Bakan-
lari 43. Toplantisinda FETO silahli terér 6rgiitii olarak



ilan edilmis; benzer bir karar 1 Aralik 2016 tarihinde
Asya Parlamenterler Asamblesi tarafindan alinmis; 27
Ocak 2017 tarihinde ise IiT Parlamenterler Birliginin
12. Konferansinda teyit edilmistir. KKTC, 21 Temmuz
2016 tarihinde Bakanlar Kurulu Karari ile FETO/PDY
silahli ter6r orgiitini “yasa disi cemiyet” olarak ilan
etmistir. ilaveten, Pakistan Yiiksek Mahkemesi, 28 Ara-
lik 2018 tarihinde aldigi kararla, FETO'yi terér 6rgi-
tl olarak tanimlamistir. 2021 yili Ekim ayinda Sayin
Cumhurbaskanimizin Togo, Burkina Faso ve Liberya
Devlet Baskanlariyla yaptiklari Zirve sonrasi yayinla-
nan dértli bildiride FETO/PDY’nin ismi terdr 6rgiitii
olarak yer almistir.

Turkiye, OECD'nin kiresel kara para aklama ve teroriz-
min finansmaniyla miicadele organi olan Mali Eylem
Gorev Gucuniin (FATF) Uyesidir. Tirkiye, FATF tavsiye-
lerine tiimUyle riayet etmek igin terérizmin finansma-
niyla miicadele konusunda mevzuatini ve uygulamala-
rini strekli gézden gegirmektedir.

Ulkemiz, terérle miicadelede uluslararasi is birliginin
guglendirilmesine yonelik ¢alismalar kapsaminda, BM
ve bolgesel kuruluslarin kapasite gelistirme cabalari-
na katkida bulunmanin yani sira talep eden lkelerle
de ikili duzeyde kapasite gelistirme programlari ger-
ceklestirmektedir.
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Turkler ve Ermeniler 800 yili askin siire Anadolu’da
baris icinde yasamislardir. Osmanli ddneminde Ermeni
toplumu, devlete bagliligi nedeniyle “millet-i sadika”
olarak nitelendirilmistir. Osmanli idaresinde Ermeni-
ler bakan, pasa (general), buiytikelgi, vali, ticari temsilci
gibi bircok onemli goreve getirilmislerdir.

Ancak 19. ylzyilda Balkanlarda ortaya gikan ayrilikgi-
lik akimlari, 1880’lerden itibaren Ermeni niifusu icinde
de bazi kesimleri etkilemis, cesitli Ermeni komiteleri
kurulmaya baslanmistir. Komitacilarin ortak hedefi
Osmanli topraklarinda Ermenilerin yasadigi bolgeleri
iceren, siyasi ve etnik olarak homojen bir Ermeni Dev-
leti kurulmasi olmustur. Bu komitelerin kigkirtmasi ve
dis destekle ilk biyiik Ermeni isyani 1896'da Van'da
cikmistir.

Ayrilikgi Ermeniler, Birinci Diinya Savasrnin baslama-
sini ve Osmanli Devletinin itilaf Devletleriyle savasa
girmesini firsat bilerek isyan etmis, isgalci Rus Ordusu
ve diger yabanci diisman kuvvetlerle is birligi yapmis,
Turklere ve Musliimanlara yonelik katliamlar gergek-
lestirmis, Osmanli Ordusuna saldirip ikmal yollarini
kesmislerdir.

Ermeni ¢etelerinin 15 Nisan 1915 tarihinde ikinci Van
isyanini ¢ikarmasi ve Rus saldirilariyla karsi karsiya
kalan Osmanli Devleti'ni iceriden vurmaya baslama-
si Uizerine, Hikimet Ermeni Patrigini, mebuslarini ve
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Ermeni toplumunun &nde gelenlerini uyararak bu
saldirilara devam edilmesi halinde gerekli 6nlemleri
alacagini bildirmistir.

Ancak bu uyaridan sonug alinamayinca, Osmanli HikG-
meti 24 Nisan 1915’te Ermeni Komitelerini kapatmis,
bazi komitacilari devlet aleyhine faaliyette bulun-
maktan tutuklamistir. Her sene s6zde soykirimi anma
etkinliklerinin tarihi olan 24 Nisan esasinda isyan ve
silahli saldirilardan sorumlu Ermeni komitacilarin tu-
tuklandigi tarihtir.

Osmanli HikGmeti bu blyik tehdit karsisinda, 27
Mayis 1915 tarihinde ayni durumdaki herhangi bir
lkenin tereddiit etmeden alacagl mesru bir savunma
tedbirine basvurmus, savas bolgesinde ya da yakinin-
daki stratejik bolgelerde ikamet eden Ermeni nifusun,
isgalci Rus ordusuna yakin hatlardan uzaklastirilarak,
imparatorlugun giiney vilayetlerine sevk edilmelerini
dngodren bir yasa kabul etmistir (Sevk ve Iskan Kanu-
nu). Tehcir, lilke topraklari icinde bir yer degistirme (re-
location) olup Ulke disina sevk etme (deportation) s6z
konusu degildir.

Osmanli Hikameti yerleri degistirilen Ermenilerin
korunmasi ve iaselerinin saglanmasi icin yogun gay-
ret gostermis, buna karsilik savas, i¢ ¢atismalar, salgin
hastaliklar ve aglik gibi glinlin agir kosullarinda insani
kayiplar yasanmasina mani olamamistir. Ancak, yalniz-
ca Ermenilerin degil, imparatorlugu olusturan biitiin
halklarin Birinci Dlinya Savasi'na giden donemde or-



taya ¢ikan milliyetgilik akimlari ve bizzat savasin yol
actigr yikimdan etkilendigi unutulmamalidir. Ayni do-
nemde 5 milyondan fazla Misliiman katledilmis, Bal-
kanlar ve Kafkaslar'daki yurtlarindan strulmuslerdir.

1915 Olaylarindan neredeyse yarim asir sonra, gegmi-
sin acilarindan turetilen yeni bir tarih yazimi hareketi
baslamistir. Yasanilanlari sadece Ermenilerin goziin-
den anlatmaya ve diinya kamuoyunda poplilerlestir-
meye yonelik bu kampanya, radikalizmi koriiklemis,
teror ve siddet eylemlerine neden olmustur. ASALA
(Ermenistan’in Kurtulusu icin Ermeni Gizli Orgiit),
JCAG (Ermeni Soykirimi Adalet Komandolari) ve ARA
(Ermeni Devrimci Ordusu) gibi Ermeni teror orglitle-
rince gerceklestirilen saldirilarda, 58'i Tlrk vatandasi
olmak tizere (31'i diplomat ve aile mensubu) 77 kisi
gaddarca katledilmistir.

Ermeni radikaller, 1915 Olaylarini, tarihsel arka planini
ve olgulari bir yana birakarak, hukuki boyutu ise tama-
men g6z ardi ederek, “soykinim” olarak tanimlamakta-
dir. Oysa, 1915 Olaylarinin ne sekilde tanimlanacagina
dair siyasi veya akademik bir oydagsmadan bahsedile-
mez. Mesele, mesru bir tartisma konusudur.

Turkiye, tartismali tarihsel konularin ne sekilde ta-
nimlanacagl hususunun siyasetin degil tarih bilimi
ve uluslararasi hukukun yetki alaninda oldugu gori-
siindedir. Osmanli imparatorlugunun son yillar tiim
imparatorluk halki igin trajik bir donem olmustur.
Turkler, Ermeniler ve diger topluluklar buytk acilar

Ui
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yasamislardir. Tirkiye, Ermenilerin yasadigi acilari goz
ardi etmemekte ancak 1915’te yasanan aci olaylarin
bir tarafin diger tarafa uyguladigi bir “soykirim” olarak
carpitilmasina karsi ¢cikmaktadir.

Bu donemin tiim yonleriyle anlasilmasi, hayatini kay-
beden ¢ok sayidaki insanin hatirasina gereken say-
ginin gosterilmesi, tarihin segici olmayan ve nesnel
bigimde hatirlanmasi ve anlatilmasi insani ve vicdani
bir gorevdir. Bu ¢cercevede, Cumhurbaskani Sayin Recep
Tayyip Erdogan 2005 yilinda “Ortak Tarih Komisyonu”
kurulmasi ¢agrisinda bulunmustur. Halen masada bu-
lunan bu teklife Ermeni tarafi karsilik vermemistir.

Turkiye ile Ermenistan arasindaki normallesme sireci
devam etmektedir. Tarihi ve hukuki agidan mesnetsiz
soykirim iddialarinin siyasi saiklerle ileri surtilmesi,
normallesme yoniindeki cabalari zayiflatmaktan baska
bir amaca hizmet etmemektedir.

Turkler ve Ermeniler, ortak gegmislerindeki zorlu do-
nemleri unutmaksizin tarihi dostluklarini yeniden insa
etmek igin calismalidirlar.



1915 Olaylari Neden Soykirim Degildir?

Soykirim uluslararasi hukukta agikga tanimlanmis
vahim bir suctur, herhangi bir vahset olayini kabaca
nitelendirmekte kullanilabilecek, jenerik bir kelime
degildir.

Bu sucun uluslararasi hukukta ilk kez tanimlandigi
1948 tarihli Soykirim Sugunun Onlenmesine ve Ceza-
landirilmasina Dair Sézlesme’'ye gore, soykirim sugu-
nun islenip islenmedigi ancak yetkili mahkeme kara-
riyla tespit edilebilir.

Sadece Holokost, Ruanda, Srebrenitsa ve Kambogya
soykirimlari yetkili mahkemelerin kararlariyla tespit
edilmistir.

1915 Olaylari hakkinda ise boyle bir yetkili mahkeme
karari mevcut degildir. Oysa, bir hadisenin soykirim
olup olmadigina ancak yetkili mahkemeler karar ve-
rebilmektedir. Bazi ulkelerin parlamentolarinda aldigi
cesitli kararlarin veya siyasilerce yapilan aciklamalarin
herhangi bir hukuki degeri ve gegerliligi yoktur.

Nitekim, Avrupa insan Haklari Mahkemesinin konuya
iliskin kararlari da (Peringek ve Mercan) Holokost'tan
farkli olarak 1915 Olaylarinin mesru bir tartisma ko-
nusu oldugunu teyit etmektedir. Bu cercevede, bazi
Avrupa Ulkelerinde soykirim iddialarini savunan grup-
larin baskilariyla hazirlanan inkarcilik tasarilari s6z ko-
nusu AIHM ictihadi cercevesinde iptal edilmistir.
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Sozlesmeye gore soykirim; belirli bir grubun ulusal, et-
nik, irksal veya dini kimlikleri nedeniyle, kismen ya da
tamamen ortadan kaldirmak amaciyla islenen birtakim
fiillerden olugsmaktadir.

Soykirim sucunun diger suglardan ayrilmasini sagla-
yan en belirleyici ozellik, failde bulunmasi gereken
“yok etme 6zel kasti”dir (dolus specialis). 1915 Olaylari
baglaminda ise Osmanli Devletinin “imha etme” kas-
tiyla tehcir karari aldigini gosteren herhangi bir kanit
bulunmamaktadir.

Aksine, Osmanli Devleti’nin sevke tabi tutulan Erme-
nilerin giivenliginin saglanmasi icin gerekli onlem-
leri aldigi ve bu talimatlara uymayan kisileri Divan-i
Harpe sevk ederek idam dahil gesitli hapis cezalarina
carptirdigi arsiv belgeleriyle sabittir.

Ayrica, tehcir sirasinda ve sonrasindaki 1917 yilinda
Osmanli blrokrasisinde 522 Ermeni kékenli Osmanli
vatandasinin calisiyor olmasi, esasen 1915 tarihinde
uygulamaya konulan Sevk ve iskan Kanununun her-
hangi bir etnik/dini/irksal veya ulusal grubu hedef
alan ideolojik saiklerle degil devletin glivenlik ihtiyag-
lari gergevesinde alinmis mesru bir énlem oldugunu
ortaya koymaktadir.

Osmanli Ermenilerinin tamaminin sevke tabi tutulma-
masi, tehcirin 6nlem amacli bir uygulama oldugunu
gdsteren 6nemli bir faktoérdir. Oncelikle yer degistir-
me uygulamasi,Osmanli Devletinin sadece isyan ¢ika-



rilan Dogu Vilayetlerinde gergeklestirilmis, Bati Vila-
yetlerindeki Ermeni niifus ile istanbul Patrikligi bunun 49

disinda birakilmistir.
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Kibris Sorunu, Kibrisli Rumlarin Kibris Tirklerini,
1959’da imzalanan Londra ve Zurih Antlagmalarini ta-
kiben 1960’ta kurulan ortaklik devletinden dislamak
suretiyle, Ada’'da birlikte yasama ve Ada’yi birlikte yo-
netme mutabakatini terk ederek yonetimi tek tarafli
olarak ele gegirmeye calismasi ile bas gostermistir.
Kibris Rum tarafinin ENOSIS (Yunanistan ile birlesme)
ideolojisinin bir pargasi olarak, 1963 yilinda gergekle-
sen Kanli Noel katliami da dahil olmak tizere, 6zellikle
EOKA teror 6rgiitli,adada yizlerce yildir yasayan Kibris
Turklerine karsi pek ok teror eylemi ve katliam diizen-
lemistir. Kibris Tiirk tarafi ve Tirkiye ise Kibris Tirkleri-
nin esit ortak olarak haklarini kullanamamasina neden
olan bu yasa disi ve gayrimesru durumu higbir zaman
kabul etmemistir.

Yaklasik 11 yil suren terér ve siddetin ardindan 15
Temmuz 1974 tarihinde Yunan Cuntasinin destegiyle
EOKA lideri Nikos Sampson, adayl Yunanistana bag-
lamak amaciyla Makarios’a karsi bir darbe gerceklesti-
rerek iktidari kisa sureyle ele gegirmistir. Buna karsilik
Turkiye, 1960 Garanti Antlasmasi cercevesinde, dnce
ingiltere’'ye ortak miidahale teklifinde bulunmustur.
ingiltere’nin olumsuz cevap vermesi iizerine Ada'da-
ki Turklerin glivenligini de dikkate alarak Turkiye, 20
Temmuz 1974 glini Kibris Baris Harekatrni baslatmis-
tir. Baris Harekati ile Tirkiye, yalnizca ENOSIS'’i 6nle-
yerek Tirk halkinin varligini giivence altina almamis,

(9, ]
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ayni zamanda Tirklerin yaninda Rumlara karsi da
saldirgan tutum izleyen EOKANIn faaliyetlerine son
vererek tlim Ada icin huzur ortami saglamistir. Baris
Harekati Yunanistan'daki cunta rejiminin yikilarak Gl-
keye demokrasinin getirilmesine de vesile olmustur.

1977-79 Doruk Anlasmalariyla glindeme gelen iki bol-
geli, iki toplumlu federal ¢6zim modeline yonelik mu-
zakerelerin sonug vermemesi Uzerine, Kibris Turk ta-
rafi, kendi kaderini tayin hakkina dayanarak 15 Kasim
1983 guni Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyetini (KKTC)
ilan etmistir.

Adadaki ihtilafin ¢ozimi igin yapilan en kapsamli
girisimlerden biri federal bir devlet kurulmasini 6n-
goren, temelleri 1999 yilinda atilan Annan Planrdir.
Mizakereler neticesinde nihai hale getirilen ¢ozim
plani 24 Nisan 2004 tarihinde KKTC'de ve Gliney Kib-
ris Rum Yonetimi'nde (GKRY) es zamanli referandum-
larla iki halkin onayina sunulmustur. Kibrisli Rumlarin
%75.83’U plan icin “Hayir” oyu verirken, Kibris Turkleri
planin kendileri icin getirecedi pek ¢ok zorluga rag-
men %64.91 cogunlukla plana “Evet” demistir. Kibris
Rum tarafinin plani reddetmesi karsisinda BM ve AB
dahil tiim uluslararasi camianin destekledigi bu kap-
samli ¢dzim plani gegersiz hale gelmistir.

Annan Plani sonrasindaki siirecte de, milli davamiz
Kibris meselesinin, Kibris Turk halkinin Adanin asli
unsuru ve ortak sahibi olmasindan kaynaklanan hak
ve ¢ikarlarini koruyan, glivenlik endiselerini karsila-



yan bir ¢oziime kavusturulmasi yoniindeki ¢alismalar
kararlilikla surdtrilmustir. Ancak, 2007-2017 yillari
arasinda araliklarla devam eden Kibris Konferansi,
Temmuz 2017’de Kibris Rum tarafinin uzlasmaz tutu-
mu ve siyasi glicli paylagmamakta israr etmesi lizerine
sonugsuz bir sekilde sona ermistir.

Son olarak, 2021 Nisan yilinda KKTC Cumhurbagkani
Ersin Tatar, BM himayesinde diizenlenen Kibris Tirk ve
Rum liderlerle birlikte, garantor Ulkeler Turkiye, Yuna-
nistan ve ingilterenin de katildigi gayriresmi toplanti-
da oncelikle Kibris Tiirk halkinin egemen esitliginin ve
esit uluslararasi statlistinlin tescil edilmesine; ardin-
dan Ada’'daki iki devletin aralarinda tesis edecekleri is
birligi iliskisine dair miizakerelerin baslamasina yone-
lik yazili bir éneri sunmustur.

Turkiye Cumhuriyeti, Ada’da bugtin iki ayri halk ve iki
ayri devlet bulundugu gerceginden hareketle KKTC
Cumhurbaskani Tatar'in sundugu 6neriye tam destek
vermekte, oncelikle Kibris Tiirk halkinin 1963’te gasp
edilmis, dogustan var olan miktesep egemen esit-
ligi ve esit uluslararasi statiistinlin tescil edilmesi,
ardindan Ada’daki iki ‘esit devlet” arasinda kapsamli
ve surdurdlebilir bir is birligi tesisi icin sonug odakli
muzakerelere baslanmasi yonundeki yapici tutumunu
korumaktadir.

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti, gegmiste oldugu gibi bugiin de
Kibris Tirk halkina uygulanan insanlik disi izolasyon
ve kisitlamalara son verilmesine yonelik ¢abalarini ke-
sintisiz olarak stirdirmektedir.
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Turkiye, Dogu Akdeniz'deki deniz alanlarinda ulusla-
rarasi hukuktan kaynaklanan mesru hak ve ¢ikarlara
sahiptir.

Uluslararasi hukuka goére adalarin, deniz yetki alani
yaratma hakki (entitlement) ile deniz yetki alanlari-
nin sinirlandirilmasi (delimitation) ayni sey dedgildir.
Uluslararasi Adalet Divani, Uglincu ulkeler arasinda
yasanan benzer uyusmazliklarda, hakkaniyete uygun
sinirlandirmayi bozucu nitelikteki adalarin ancak sinir-
L1 yetki alani yaratabilecedi veya kara sulari otesinde
kita sahanligi ya da miinhasir ekonomik bolgeye sahip
olamayacagi yonunde kararlar vermistir.

Yunanistan'in Turkiye kiyilarina 2 kilometre mesafede,
Yunan ana karasina 580 kilometre uzaklikta bulunan,
yaklasik 10 km? biiylkliglindeki Meis Adast i¢cin 40 bin
km? deniz yetki alani talebi, uluslararasi hukuka aykiri
olmasinin yaninda hakkaniyete de aykiridir.

1923 Lozan Baris Antlasmasi, 1947 Paris Baris Antlas-
masl ve konuya dair diger uluslararasi belgelerle Dogu
Ege Adalari gayri askeri statiiye alinmistir. Ancak Yu-
nanistan, 1950°li yillardan itibaren bu adalarin gayri
askeri statusline aykiri hareket etmekte; resmi agikla-
malar ile bu durumu kabul etmektedir.

Bir tlkenin hava sahasi karasulariyla ortiismelidir ve
karasularinin otesine gegen hava sahasi uygulamasi
uluslararasi hukuka aykirndir. Yunanistanin karasu-
lari 6 deniz mili genisliginde olmasina ragmen hava
sahasi genisligi 10 mildir. Dolayisiyla, Yunanistan'in
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karasularini 4 deniz mili asan hukuksuz hava sahasi
uygulamasi ve buna dayanarak Tirkiye'ye yonelttigi
hava sahasi ihlali suglamalari hukuki bir temele da-
yanmamaktadir.

Ege ve Akdeniz gibi kendine has cografi 6zellikleri
olan denizlerde, karasularinin genisliginin artirilmasi
ve deniz yetki alanlarinin sinirlandirilmasi ilgili diger
kiyi devletlerinin haklarini ihlal etmemelidir. Deniz
alanlarinin kesistigi ya da bir noktada birlestigi yer-
lerdeki yakin ya da karsit konumlar arasinda bulunan
deniz alanlari sinirlarinin anlagmayla ve hakkaniyet il-
kesi cercevesinde belirlenmesi gerekliligi uluslararasi
hukukun temel bir kuralidir.

Dogu Akdeniz'de kendi haklarimizi ve Kibris Turkleri-
nin haklarini korumak igin sergiledigimiz kararli du-
rusa karsi AB'nin ve bazi Uglincu ulkelerin takindig
onyargili tutum, bolgenin istikrar ve huzuruna katki
saglamamaktadir.

Turkiye, Ege ve Dogu Akdeniz'deki uyusmazliklarin
¢ozumiinde hakkaniyet, diyalog ve is birligini esas
almakta, uluslararasi hukuk temelinden ayrilmamak-
tadir.

Turkiye, Dogu Akdeniz'de deniz yetki alanlarinin adil
ve bariscil sekilde sinirlandirilmasini temin etmek igin
Gliney Kibris Rum Yénetimi (GKRY) harig tim taraflarla
diyaloga hazirdir. GKRY ile gorustilmesi ise ancak Kib-
ris Sorunu ¢ozildiikten sonra mimkdndur.

Tirkiye'nin Akdeniz'deki sismik arastirma ve sondaj fa-
aliyetleri, uluslararasi hukuka uygun olarak, Tirkiye’nin
mesru hak ve menfaatleri cergevesinde icra edilmek-
tedir.



Turkiye, BM Deniz Hukuku Sozlesmesinde (BMDHS)
itiraz ettigi huklmlere gekince koymasini saglayacak
bir mekanizma bulunmadigi icin sozlesmeye taraf ol-
mamistir.

Yunanistan adalarla ilgili iddialarint BMDHSnin ada-
larin deniz yetki alanlarina iliskin 121. maddesine
dayandirmaktadir. S6z konusu madde hikumleri, Tir-
kiye’'yi baglamamaktadir. Tiirkiye, BMDHS de kabul et-
medigi maddelere daimi itirazci devlet konumundadir.

Turkiye Ege ve Dogu Akdeniz'de yasadigi uyusmazlik-
larin ¢oziimiinde uluslararasi hukuk, hakkaniyet, diya-
log ve is birligini esas almaktadir.
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insan haklarina genis bir acidan yaklasan, “insani Ya-
sat ki Devlet Yasasin!” dusturunu siar edinmis ve insan
onuruna saygly! dis politika onceliklerinden kilan Tiir-
kiye, demokrasinin ve hukukun Gstiinliginin gliclen-
dirilmesi ile temel hak ve 6zgurliiklere sayginin tam
olarak saglanmasi konularinda birgok reformu hayata
gegirmistir.

Tiirkiye, BM Insan Haklari Evrensel Bildirgesi'ni onay-
lamis, Avrupa insan Haklari Sézlesmesi ile BM temel
insan haklari sozlesmelerinin hemen hepsine taraf
olmustur. Bunlar arasinda medeni, siyasi, ekonomik,
sosyal ve kilturel haklara iliskin; cocuk, kadin, engelli
ve go¢men isgilerin haklarina iliskin ve irk ayrimcili-
d1, iskence ve kéti muameleye karsi sézlesmeler yer
almaktadir.

Anayasanin 90. maddesine gore; “Usuliine gore yiirir-
lige konulmus temel hak ve ozgiirliiklere iliskin mil-
letlerarasi antlagmalarla kanunlarin ayni konuda farkli
hukimler icermesi nedeniyle gikabilecek uyusmazlik-
larda milletlerarasi antlasma hiikiimleri esas alinir”

Turkiye, 1985’te Kadinlara Karsi Her Turld Ayrimciligin
Onlenmesi Sézlesmesine (CEDAW) taraf olmustur.

Avrupa Insan Haklari Mahkemesi ictihadi basta olmak
lizere, AGIT belgeleri ve AB miiktesebatiyla uyum sag-
lamak amaciyla duslince ve ifade 6zgurlugu, dernek
kurma ve toplanma hiirriyeti, din 6zgUlrligu, yarginin
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isleyisi, sivil-asker iliskileri, ekonomik, sosyal ve kulti-
rel haklar gibi alanlarda mevzuatimizda gerekli degi-
siklikler yapilmistir.

Anayasa Mahkemesine bireysel basvuru imkaninin
getirilmesi, Tiirkiye insan Haklari ve Esitlik Kurumu
ile Kamu Denetgiligi (ombudsmanlik) gibi kurumlarin
kurulmasi da bu kapsamda yapilan degisikliklerdendir.

2002 yilinin basinda yeni Medeni Kanun'un ve Eylil
2004'te ise yeni Turk Ceza Kanunu'nun kabul edilmesi
yasal reformlarin 6nemli asamalarini olusturmaktadir.

Turkiye, Kasim 2003’te 6lim cezasinin kaldirilmasina
iliskin Avrupa insan Haklari Sézlesmesi'ne Ek 6 Numa-
rali Protokol'li onaylamistir. Oliim cezasini her kosulda
kaldiran 13 Numarali Protokolilin onay islemleri de Su-
bat 2006’da tamamlanmis ve anilan Protokol llkemiz
agisindan ydrurliige girmistir.

Mayis 2008’de yiirirlige giren “Turk Ceza Kanununda
Degisiklik Yapilmasina Dair Kanun”la dustince ve ifade
0zglrlugl alaninda ilerleme kaydedilmistir.

12 Eylul 2010 tarihinde yapilan referandumla kabul
edilen Anayasa degisikligi paketinde yer alan diizenle-
meler sayesinde bircok alanda temel hak ve 6zglirlik-
ler genisletilmis ve anayasal sistemimiz uluslararasi
yukimliliklerimize uygun hale getirilmistir.

Turkiye, insan haklari olgusunu demokratik bir megru-
iyet temelinde gerceklestirmek amaciyla 2019 yilinda
Avrupa Konseyi ve AB standart ve normlarini da dikka-



te alarak “Yeni Yargi Reformu Stratejisi’ni hazirlamistir.
Stratejide ongorilen dedisiklikler, yargi paketleriyle
yasalastirilmistir. Bu paketler sayesinde ifade 6zgurlu-
gu guiclendirilmis; hak arama yollari genisletilmis; so-
rusturma evresinde tutuklama siresi sinirlandirilmig
ve seri muhakeme, basit yargilama, e-durugma gibi
yeni, sade ve hizlandirici usuller ihdas edilmistir.

2021 yilinda “Ozgiir Birey, Giiclii Toplum; Daha Demok-
ratik Bir Tiirkiye” vizyonuyla insan Haklari Eylem Plani
hazirlanmistir. Avrupa Konseyi ve AB temsilcilerinin
gorusleri de alinarak hazirlanan Eylem Planrnin ¢ikis
noktasl, insanin maddi ve manevi varligi ile onur ve
sayginligini devletin bitin kurum ve kuruluslariyla
tlim islem ve eylemlerinde koruma yikimluliguddr.

Batili ulkelerde segimlere katilim oranlari oldukca
dusuk seviyelerde kalirken Tirkiye, %80’i asan genis
katilim oraniyla demokratik olgunlugunu sandiga yan-
sitmaktadir.

Yarginin yuriitme karsisinda tam bagimsiz oldugu bir
hukuk sistemine sahip olan Turkiye, yargi bagimsizligi
olan ornek llkeler arasinda yer almaktadir.
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15 Temmuz
Darbe Girisimi




Turkiye, 15 Temmuz 2016 tarihinde ordusuna ve diger
stratejik kurumlarina sizmis olan FETO/PDY silahli te-
ror orgutu tarafindan, demokratik mesru hiikiimete ve
anayasal diizene karsi baslatilan hain bir darbe girisi-
mine maruz kalmistir.

Dogrudan Tirk halkinin sectigi Cumhurbagkanini ve
hiikimeti degistirmeyi, demokrasi ve hukukun UGstiin-
ligunl yok etmeyi hedefleyen darbe girisimi, basta
“yasam hakki” olmak tizere Turk vatandaslarinin temel
hak ve 6zgurliklerini ihlal etmistir.

FETO/PDY, elebasi Fethullah Giilen'in direktifleri ile bir
araya gelen fanatik insanlarin olusturdugu silahli bir
teror orgutudur.

FETO/PDY silahli terér 6rgiitiiniin egitimden medyaya,
ekonomik faaliyetlerden devlet icine sizmaya uzanan
genis bir cergevede uluslararasi faaliyetleri vardir.

FETO/PDY silahli terér drgiitiiniin amaci, Tiirkiye Cum-
huriyeti’nin tiim anayasal kurumlarini ele gegirmek ve
ele gegirme slireci tamamlandiktan sonra bir ziimre
eliyle tlkedeki ekonomik, toplumsal ve siyasal glicli
yonetmektir. Orgiitiin nihai hedefi ise sadece Tiirki-
ye'yi yonetmek dedgil, diinyayi yoneten kiiresel bir glig
olmaktir.

FETO/PDY silahli teror orgutd, uluslararasi arenada
sozde “iimli islam” modelinin temsilciligini yaptigini
savunsa da 0rgit, ciddi insan haklari ihlallerine dahil
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olmus ve siddet kullanmaktan cekinmemistir. Orgiitiin
faaliyet gosterdigi Ulkelerde 6rgit aleyhine birgok so-
rusturma agilmistir.

Darbe girisimi esnasinda Turkiye Buyutk Millet Mecli-
si basta olmak Uzere, Glkemizin demokratik kurum ve
kuruluslarina saldirilar gergeklestirilmistir. Cumhur-
baskani Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in ¢agrisiyla on
binlerce silahsiz, sivil gostericinin direnisi ve glivenlik
guglerinin mucadelesi sonucunda darbe girisimi kisa
stirede puskurtulmustur.

Turk Milletinin, demokrasinin 6niline ¢ikan bu engel
karsisinda sergiledigi durus ve yaptigi fedakarlik ttim
diinyaya 6rnek olmustur.

Turk siyasal tarihine gegen bu direniste 252 vatandasi-
miz sehit, 2735 vatandasimiz gazi olmustur.

Hayatini kaybeden vatandaslarimizi anmak igin “15
Temmuz Demokrasi Zaferi ve Sehitlerimizi Anma
GUNnU” ilan edilmistir.

Turkiye, yasanan bu zorlu siireci hukuk devleti, demok-
rasi, insan haklari ve adalet ilkelerine siki sikiya bagli
kalarak ylrGtmustur.



#vatandasdiplomat
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istanbul, iki kitada topragi olan tek metropoldiir ve nii-
fusu 131 (lkenin nifusundan daha fazladir.

istanbul, diinyada 2 farkli imparatorluga baskentlik
yapmis tek sehirdir. (Dogu Roma imparatorlugu ve Os-
manli imparatorlugu)

Diinya Turizm Orgiitiniin Mart 2022'de agikladigi ve-
rilere gore, Turkiye, 2021 yilinda agirladigi 29,9 milyon
turistle diinyada 4. sirada yer almistir.

insanlik tarihinin en énemli miraslarindan biri olan ve
12 bin yillik gegmisiyle “Tarihin Sifir Noktasi” olarak ni-
telendirilen Gobeklitepe ve insanligin ilk yerlesimle-
rinden biri olan Catalhdylik, Turkiye’de bulunmaktadir.

Hititler, Anadolu’da kurulan ilk imparatorluktur. Tari-
hin bilinen ilk yazili antlagmasi olan Kades Baris Ant-
lagmasi, Hititler ile Misirlilar arasinda imzalanmistir.
Kades Baris Antlasmasr'nin orijinali istanbul Arkeoloji
Mizesi'nde bulunmaktadir.

Turkiye'nin UNESCO Diinya Miras Listesi'nde 19 adet
ve UNESCO Diinya Mirasi Gegici Listesinde 84 adet
varligi bulunmaktadir.
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Turkiye, 1934 yilinda kadinlara se¢me ve segilme hakki
taniyarak bu alanda Avrupa’nin 6nde gelen llkelerin-
den biri olmustur.

Turkiye'nin ilk kadin pilotu olan Sabiha Gokgen, ayni
zamanda diinyanin ilk kadin savas pilotudur.

Dinyanin 7 harikasindan ikisi Turkiye’dedir. (Artemis
Tapinagi/Efes ve Halikarnas Mozolesi/Bodrum)

Turkuaz kelimesi, Turkiye’nin Akdeniz sahillerinin ren-
ginden esinlenilerek turetilmistir.

Giinimiizde Noel Baba adiyla bilinen Hristiyan din bi-
yugu Saint Nicholas, Antalya’nin Patara antik kentinde
dunyaya gelmis, Demre ilgesinde antik Myra kentinde
Piskoposluk yapmistir.

Her yil diinyanin dort bir yanindan milyonlarca turist
tarafindan ziyaret edilen Meryem Ananin 6lmeden
once yasadigi son yer olarak bilinen Meryem Ana Evi,
izmir'in ilcesi Selcuk’ta bulunmaktadir.

Bliyuk sanatgli ve bilim adami Leonardo da Vinci,
1502’de donemin Osmanli Sultani Il. Bayezid'in talebi
lizerine Istanbul’da Hali¢’in iki yakasini birbirine bag-
layacak bir proje tasarlamistir.

Roma Imparatorlugunun baskisindan kagan ilk Hris-
tiyanlar Anadolu’ya gelmis ve Kapadokya bdlgesine
siginmiglardir.



Hristiyanlik inancinda 6nemli olarak goriilen Yedi Ki-
lise (Efes, Izmir, Bergama, Salihli, Alasehir, Denizli ve
Akhisar) Turkiye sinirlari icinde yer almaktadir.

Cografi konum agisindan orta kusakta yer alan ve yer
sekilleri agisindan gesitlilik gosteren Turkiye'de 4 mev-
sim yasanmakta ve bu nedenle ayni anda hem kis hem
de yaz turizminden faydalanilabilmektedir.

Turkiye Ug tarafi denizlerle gevrili yaklasik 8000 km
sahil seridi olan bir yarimada lzerinde bulunur, ayni
zamanda 130'dan fazla zirve ile oldukga daglik bir
cografyadir.

Diinyada uluslararasi tasimacilikta kullanilan en
o6nemli su yollarindan iki tanesi Tiirkiye’de bulunmak-
tadir. (istanbul Bogazi, Canakkale Bogazi)

Anavatani Anadolu olan lale,Osmanli padisahlari tara-
findan Avrupali diplomatlara hediye edilmistir.

Turkiye, onemli tarihi sahsiyetlerin dogum yeridir: Sm-
yrnali (izmir) Homeros (Diinyanin en cok bilinen epik
sairi; Ilyada ve Odysseia’nin yazari) - Bodrumlu Hero-
dot (ilk Tarihgi, Tarihin Babasi) - Tarsuslu Aziz Paul (Hris-
tiyanligi Avrupa’ya yayan Aziz) - Amoriumlu (Emirdag)
Aisopos (Ezop-Masalcl) - Patarali Aziz Nicholas (Noel
Baba) - Miletli Thales (Matematikgi) - Efesli Herakle-
itos (Filozof) — Amasyali Strabon (Cografyanin Babasi)
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Istanbul’da bulunan 1461 yilinda yapilan tarihi Kapa-
licarsi, diinyanin en blyuk ve en eski kapali alisveris
merkezidir.

Turkiye, izmir Bergama'daki Asklepion, MS 2. yiizyil
tarihli diinyanin ilk tam hizmetli saglik kliniklerinden

biri olarak anilmistir.

Antik dunyada bilginin hizlica yayilmasina neden olan,
parsémen kagidi, izmirin Bergama ilgesinde bulunan
Pergamon antik kentinde icat edilmistir.

Truva ati, Asil, Paris ve Helen'in efsanevi Truva sehri,
Turkiye’nin Ege kiyisinda Canakkale ilinde yer almak-
tadir.

Dinya tarihindeki ilk sikkeler elektrumdan yapilmis ve
MO 640 yilinda Tiirkiye'nin Ege Bélgesindeki Sardes'te
Lidya Krali Alyattes tarafindan kullanilmistir.

Lokum, 500 yil dncesine dayanan diinya tarihinin en
eski tatlilarindan biridir. Osmanli imparatorlugu saray
mutfaklarinda icat edilmistir.

Hezarfen Ahmet Celebi, 17.yiizyilda Istanbul BogazIndan
u¢mak icin yapay kanatlar kullanarak 6nemli bir mesafe-
ye ucan ilk insandi ve boylece Wright Brothers'tan 270 yil
once dunyanin ilk kitalararasi ugusunu yapti.



2. ylzyilin en iyi korunmus Roma tiyatrosu Aspendos,
Antalya ilindedir.

Diinyanin ilk ticaret merkezlerinden biri, Kayseri Kiil-
tepe’de Kanes antik bélgesinde bulunan Karum’dur.

1915 Canakkale Kopriist, “dliinyanin en uzun orta agik-
Likli kdprisi” unvanina sahiptir.

2020°de Turkiye tarihinde ilk kez Karadeniz’'de bulu-
nan Tuna-1, Amasra-1 kuyularinda toplamda 540 mil-
yar metrekiip dogalgaz kesfedilmistir.

Ulkemiz findik, kiraz, incir ve kayisi lretimi ve ihraca-
tinda diinyada lider konumda bulunmaktadir.

“Diinyada en fazla Ulkeye ucan havayolu” unvanina sa-
hip olan Tirk Hava Yollari, 128 llkede 280 uluslararasi
noktaya ulasmaktadir; halihazirda diinyanin en genis
4. ugus agina sahiptir.

Turkiye, ABD'den sonra en fazla dizi ihrag eden ulke
konumundadir. Bugiine kadar 150’den fazla televizyon
dizisi Avrupa, Orta Dogu, Orta Asya, Afrika, Kuzey ve
Guney Amerika’da toplam 152 llkede izleyiciyle bu-
lusmustur.

Turkiye, pandemi sebebiyle 161 (ilke ve 12 uluslarara-
si kurulusun salginla miicadelesine tibbi ekipman ve
ayni yardimlarla destek vermistir.
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NATO harekat ve misyonlarina en cok katki saglayan
ilk bes lilke arasinda yer alan Turkiye, Avrupa Konseyi,
Avrupa Giivenlik ve isbirligi Teskilati (AGIT) gibi Avru-
pa kurumlarinin kurucu Uyesidir.

Tiirkiye, 2015 yilindan bu yana yaklasik 4 milyon kisiye
koruma saglamistir. Tiirkiye, “diinyada en fazla sayida
miilteciye ev sahipligi yapan ulke” konumundadir.



#vatandasdiplomat
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Foreword

n the past two decades, we, as Turkiye, have endeavoured

to build a fairer world through its enterprising and hu-

manitarian foreign policy while simultaneously strength-
ening the welfare, peace,and security of our nation. We exert
great effort across all of our institutions in order to convey
to the international community the remarkable story of our
country and its justified arguments in an accurate, effective
and original manner. We would like to crown this success,
which we have demonstrated in all spheres, from foreign
policy to the fight against terrorism, from the economy to
the energy sector, with a communication campaign in which
our citizens also contribute.

With the integration of social media into our daily life fol-
lowing the radical changes in communication technologies,
individuals become public diplomacy actors one by one.
In this regard, we consider our citizens residing abroad as
our human bridges and voluntary envoys reaching all over
the world. From our students who go for education to our
athletes who wear the crescent and star uniforms in inter-
national sports competitions, from our scientists who are
abroad for academic studies to our entrepreneurs, we con-
sider each and every citizen residing abroad for a short or



long period as a representative of the Turkish nation and a
‘citizen diplomat”.

The book in your hands provides a wide range of informa-
tion, from basic information about Tiirkiye to our foreign
policy arguments that you may need abroad. In today’s
world, where disinformation and manipulation are becom-
ing increasingly prevalent,we are confident that our citizens
will not abandon our country in the “fight for the truth”

| sincerely believe that you will represent Tirkiye success-
fully in the countries you reside, and | hope that the Citizen
Diplomat Handbook will be useful for you. | congratulate all
of those who contributed to the preparation of this book.

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE

RECEP TAYYiP ERDOGAN

=
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Preface

n today’s globalising world, changes and transformations in

information and communication technologies have had a

significant impact on public diplomacy as well as every other
field. States have shifted from a one-way and state/government-
oriented “traditional public diplomacy” understanding to a “new
public diplomacy” approach based on two-way communication
involving citizens, non-governmental organisations, and univer-
sities in public diplomacy activities. As one of the countries at
the forefront of this transformation, we regard all of our citizens
who interact with international peoples as ‘citizen diplomats;
and we place a high value on the role and responsibility of our
citizens in our public diplomacy activities.

To protect and strengthen our country’s reputation in this era
called post-truth, we not only advocate our foreign policy argu-
ments before the international public, but we also fight against
disinformation campaigns and perception management opera-
tions targeting our country. As our citizen diplomats, you can
contribute to ensuring that our country is accurately represented
in the countries you reside in; you can utter the truth in the face
of unfounded and baseless claims about our country.

In this line, the Directorate of Communications prepared the
“Citizen Diplomat Handbook” to assist our citizens who travel
abroad in their interactions with international people. This work,
which concisely addresses basic information about our country



and important foreign policy issues, is a source to which you
can refer both in terms of creating a realistic perception of our
country abroad and in the face of unrealistic allegations levelled
against our country.

It is critical that you establish sound communication with in-
ternational peoples on the basis of mutual understanding and
tolerance, based on Mawlana Rumi’s motto that “not the ones
speaking the same language but the ones sharing the same
feeling understand each other”, and bonds of love between
our country and the country you reside. With the awareness of
this important duty you have assumed as a ‘citizen diplomat”,
| am confident that you will make significant contributions to
the strengthening of the Turkiye brand and the strengthening
of positive perceptions of our country during your stay abroad.

In this regard, | would like to express my gratitude to my col-
leagues and staff of our relevant institutions who contributed
to the preparation of the “Citizen Diplomat Handbook” and hope
that the book will be beneficial for you, our esteemed citizens,
who will represent our country abroad.

it

Prof. Fahrettin Altun
Presidency’s Director of Communications Republic of Turkiye
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Today, citizens have become active actors in the de-
velopment, introduction, and promotion of foreign
policies.

A citizen diplomat is a person who carries out per-
son-to-person diplomatic activities without specifical-
ly being tasked with an official duty or responsibility.

Every single student, athlete, businessperson, artist,
academician, or scientist who is in contact with for-
eign people is considered a citizen diplomat.

Citizen diplomats convey the history, culture, values,
and policies of their countries in a direct way to for-
eign people they are in communication with.

Citizen diplomats contribute to the establishment of
soft power for their countries, strengthening of the
country brand, and construction of intercultural bridg-
es with their discourses and the relationships they
establish.

Citizen diplomacy aims to eliminate any prejudgments
between societies and enhance mutual understanding
between countries. In this context, citizen diplomats
stand out as public diplomacy ambassadors who ac-
celerate relationships between countries.
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Our citizens play an active role and are responsible for
shaping perceptions of our country. In this context, it is con-
sidered beneficial for our citizens to take into account the
following recommendations:

. Have a good command of at least one foreign lan-
guage.

. Pay attention to becoming integrated into the country
you live in.

. Strive for mutual understanding and tolerance in your
interactions.

. Increase your involvement in the spheres of politics,
economy, culture, sports, etc. and play active roles in
the non-governmental organisations of the country
you live in.

. Be informed about our historical and cultural values
and become familiar with our country’s main foreign
policy arguments.

. As a citizen of a nation renowned for its tolerance
and hospitality, welcome your foreign friends to your
house, office, or school and do your best to introduce
them to our culture and history.

~N
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Follow national and international media outlets close-
ly and broaden your perspective. Your intellectual and
cultural background will allow you to analyse global
developments accurately.

Actively use social media,and if you encounter a disin-
formation campaign launched against our nation or a
social media post intended to damage the reputation
of our country, share content that accurately repre-
sents both historical facts and Tiirkiye’s main foreign
policy arguments.

Always remember that you are promoting the cultur-
al diversity and richness of the community you live in
with your own values.



#citizendiplomat
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Turks first appeared on the stage of history in the 7t
century BC.

In the 3 century BC, Huns founded the largest ever
empire in history until that date, under the leadership
of Mete Khan.

Carrying out raids extending well to the western Eu-
rope, Turks forced other communities to migrate to the
west, causing the “Migration of Tribes”.

In 552, Turks founded the Gokturk State, under which
they adopted the word “Turk” as the official name of
the state for the first time in history.

After the collapse of the Gokturk State, Turks founded
the Uygur State in 741.

After the collapse of the Uygur State in 840 by Kyr-
gyz, another Turkish community, Karahanli State was
founded and later became the first Muslim Turkish
state in history. Following Turkish states Ghaznavids
and Seljuks continued Turkish influence in western
Central Asia.

Turkish dominance in Central Asia started to extend
to India starting from the 13" century. Borders of
the Babur State, which was founded by Babur Shah,
reached to Bangladesh.

Great Seljuk State’s Sultan Alparslan defeated Byzan-
tine emperor Diogones in Malazgirt area located in
eastern Anatolia in 1071, which opened the gates of
Anatolia to Turks.

=
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Great Seljuk State formed the Turkish union in Central
Asia and Anatolia by dominating over the Karahanli
State and Ghaznavids.

The first Crusade to Anatolia took place in 1097.

After the defeats during the 2nd Crusade launched
in 1147, Western writers started to call the Anatolian
land as “Turkiye”.

Osman Bey, a margrave of the Anatolian Seljuk State,
founded the Ottoman Empire in 1299.

Until the conquest of Istanbul, a large part of the Bal-
kans came under the rule of Ottomans.

Mehmet the Conqueror conquered Istanbul in 1453,
which closed the Middle Age and started the New Age.

Under the rule of Suleyman the Magnificent, borders
of the Ottoman Empire extended from Crimea to Yem-
en and Sudan, inner lands of Iran and the Caspian Sea,
Vienna in Europe, and as far as North Africa.

With the Edict of Reform issued in 1856, Muslims and
non-Muslims were given an equal status in the Otto-
man Empire.

The Ottoman Empire fought against Britain, France,
and Russia during the First World War. The war caused
the Ottoman Empire to collapse.

Landing of Ghazi Mustafa Kemal on Samsun on 19
May 1919 marked the launch of the War of Independ-
ence that would result in the foundation of the Re-
public of Turkiye.

The entente states occupied Istanbul on 16 March
1920.

Turkish Grand National Assembly was established on
23 April 1920.

On 24 July 1923, Lausanne Peace Treaty was signed to



ensure the recognition of Turkiye as an independent
sovereign state.

The Republic was proclaimed on 29 October 1923.

The Montreux Convention was signed on 20 July 1936
to regulate passes through the Straits, which put the
rule on the Straits to Turkiye.

Turkiye was among the 50 founding members of the
United Nations (UN) on 26 June 1945.

Tirkiye took part in the Korean War under the flag of
the UN on 17 September 1950.

Turkiye became a member of NATO in 1952 and de-
fended the eastern wing of the organization against
the Soviet threat during the Cold War.

Turkiye applied for full membership to the European
Union (EU) on 14 April 1987.

Customs Union was established between Tiirkiye and
the EU in 1995.

Turkiye started the EU accession negotiations on 3
October 2005.

On 21 October 2007, a referendum was held on the
constitutional amendment stipulating the election of
the Turkish President directly by the public and accept-
ed by 69% of the votes.

With the elections held on 24 June 2018, the Presiden-
tial Government System was implemented in Turkiye.
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Turkiye has a wide diversity of cultures thanks to the con-
tributions of the deep-rooted Turkish customs from Central
Asia, established values of the Anatolian land,and the Islam-
ic civilization. Productions in numerous fields from tradition-
al handicrafts to cuisine, literature, painting, and music and
cultural heritage assets bearing the traces of all civilizations
form the most important elements of Turkish culture.

It is very important to ensure that the cultural heritage of
our country is properly introduced to the world.

Traditional Handicrafts

Traditional handicrafts, as one of the most concrete reflec-
tions of customs and traditions, is the transformation of lo-
cal raw materials into arts. This requires intensive effort and
creative power.

Traditional Turkish handicrafts include carpets, rugs, paper
marbling, weaving, calligraphy, tile making, ceramics and
pottery, embroidery, needlepointing, leatherworks, musical
instrument production, stonemasonry, copperworking, bas-
ketry, mineral processing, felting, woodworking and carpen-
try, filigree, ornamentation, and miniature.

Literature

Turkish literature is extremely rich and has a wide range
of literary genres, including epics, written poems, novels,
stories, dramas, fairy tales, fables, essays, anecdotes, arti-
cles, literary criticism, discussions, memoirs, and biogra-
phies.“Turkish literature is like a river that embraces a vast
area with its large and little branches and a century-long
voyage from the heart of Central Asia to the end of the
Mediterranean”, according to the literary historian Osman
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Horata. This river has passed Turkish culture from genera-
tion to generation through literature, beginning with the
Book of Dede Korkut and being nourished by innumerable
epics like the Kutadgu Bilig, the Orkhon Inscriptions, and
the Book of Dede Korkut. With the settlement in Anatolia,
a “poetry legacy” was formed with prominent figures such
as Yunus Emre. This legacy was passed down to poets like
Fuzuli, Taslicali Yahya, Nedim, Baki, Seyh Galib, and Ziya
Pasha of the Ottoman period and; Yahya Kemal, Asik Vey-
sel, Orhan Veli, Attila lhan, and Fazil Hisnu Daglarca of
the Republican period. From the Ottoman period until the
Republic, our writers like Resat Nuri, Halide Edip, Ahmet
Hasim, Halid Ziya, Refik Halid, and Omer Seyfettin created
masterpieces in contemporary literary forms like novels
and short stories.

Numerous works of Republican period Turkish literature writ-
ers were translated into different languages, enabling Turk-
ish literature to gain international recognition. Nazim Hikmet,
Necip Fazil, Yasar Kemal, Orhan Kemal, Aziz Nesin, Sait Faik,
Peyami Safa, Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar, Sabahattin Ali, Mustafa
Kutlu, Adalet Agaoglu, iskender Pala, Ahmet Umit, Ayse Ku-
lin, Hakan Giinday and Orhan Pamuk, who was awarded with
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2006 are among the most
widely read authors of our literature in other countries. Our
authors, such as Yalva¢ Ural, Giilten Dayioglu, Mevlana Idris
Zengin, Zeynep Cemali, Aytul Akal, Sara $Sahinkanat, Behig Ak,
Fatih Erdogan, Feridun Oral, who wrote works in the field of
children’s and young adult literature, are read with interest.

Painting

In pre-Islamic Turks, the oldest examples of paintings were
found in Gokturk kurgans. In the Ottoman Empire, the art of
painting started first when Mehmet the Conqueror called fa-



mous miniaturists together in order to produce paintings on
the walls of his palace. Rise of the modern art of painting in
western terms among the branches of arts in Ottoman Em-
pire took place before the Tanzimat reform era. Artistic pro-
duction continued during the 18th and 19th centuries. In this
period, pioneering names like Osman Hamdi Bey and Seker
Ahmet Pasha stood out in painting.

Music

The Turkish musical tradition stretches back to 1600 BC,and
the kopuz, which is regarded as the first instrument of Turks,
is the progenitor of the family of Turkish plucked string in-
struments. Its forms with string and plectrum include dom-
bra, dutar, setar, and ¢dgur (choghur), and its bowed string
forms are composed of kamancha, kemenge, and kemane.
The percussion instruments, known as depki instruments,
are made of leather, wood, and bone and include today’s
bendir,davul, tef, spoon, zil (cymbals), calpara (castinets),and
brass instruments are called 6tkii instruments.

The migration of Turks to Anatolia and their conversion to Is-
lam have a profound effect on Turkish music culture. Turkish
Folk Music, Classical Turkish Music, and Sufi Music have de-
veloped as subgenres of Turkish Music with recent research.

Additionally, the establishment of music departments and
conservatories in the field of Western music in the post-Re-
public period facilitated the introduction of classical and
polyphonic music studies in the field of modern music.

Muzaffer Sarisozen and Sadi Yaver Ataman, who were in-
volved in Turkish Folk Music compilation, Ali Ufki Bey in the
17t% century in the field of Classical Turkish Music, Hliseyin
Saadettin Arel in the Republican period, Cemal Resit Rey,
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Hasan Ferid Alnar, Ulvi Cemal Erkin, Ahmet Adnan Saygun
and Necil Kazim Akses, known as the Turkish Fives in the
field of Western Music, have made great contributions to
Turkish music.

Our country has recently produced world-renowned musi-
cians and conductors, such as Hikmet Simsek, Girer Aykal,
Renkm Gékmen and Betin Giines. Fazil Say (pianist), Idil
Biret (pianist) and Suna Kan (violin virtuoso) are some of
the famous Turkish musicians who won awards in interna-
tional competitions. Besides popular music; we have inter-
nationally recognised jazz musicians such as Kerem Gorsev,
ithan Ersahin and Aydin Esen. Furthermore, our country has
produced notable figures such as music producer Ahmet Er-
tegiin,who introduced numerous artists (The Rolling Stones,
Led Zeppelin, Eric Clapton, Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles, etc.)
to the world of music, and Leyla Gencer, one of the most
acclaimed operatic sopranos of her time.

Cinema

The film about the demolition of the Ayastefanos (San Ste-
fano) monument on November 14, 1914, directed by Fuat
Uzkinay, is considered the “first Turkish film”and Uzkinay the
“first Turkish cinematographer.

The period from 1922 to 1949 that was structured on the
basis of private production companies in the Turkish film
industry is known as the “Private Production Companies Era’”
Muhsin Erturgul is a doyen of Turkish cinema, renowned for
adapting his theatrical works to the cinema during this pe-
riod. The productions that had increased since the 1950s in-
dicate a time when Turkish cinema assumed a clear identity.

In the 1970s, the growing popularity of television drove the
general public away from the cinema; movie theatres began



to close, and the cinema industry shrank. Beginning in the
1980s, the “star system” collapsed, and films were classified
according to the director rather than the leading actor. With
the consecutive introduction of private television channels
in the 1990s, the number of cinemas in the Turkish film sec-
tor began to decline.

In 2000s, both the audience profile and the filmmakers’ nar-
ratives shifted significantly. As a result of the enacted legis-
lation, there has been a huge growth in both film production
and audience size. The number of viewers, which was 23.5
million in 2002, exceeded 59 million in 2019. In addition
to the increase in the number of the audience, Turkish films
have returned from the world’s most prestigious events in-
cluding Cannes, Berlin, Venice, and Tokyo Film Festival, with
a number of awards.

With an increasing number of viewers and films, diversity
in production, and awards won in the international arena in
recent years, Turkish cinema is firmly moving towards be-
coming a brand.

Turkish Series

Presently, the most significant productions in the television
industry are television series, which account for 40% of all
television programs. The production processes and costs of
television series have caught up to those of feature films,
and their exports have reached significant levels.

Considering their ratings abroad, Turkish TV series are an es-
sential component of our country’s soft power in the context
of cultural diplomacy. Every year, Tirkiye produces dozens of
TV series, and to date, Turkish TV series have been exported
to 152 countries. It is estimated that there are approximately
600 million viewers for Turkish TV series, which are promot-
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ed all over the world, from the United States to Chile, from
China to Russia, and notably in the Middle East and Bal-
kan countries. Turkish TV series exports have significantly
increased, placing our country among the top five globally
in this sector.

GUmds (Silver), Muhtesem Yizyil (Magnificent Century), and
Binbir Gece (One Thousand and One Nights) are the most
popular Turkish TV series to date. Haluk Bilginer won “Best
Actor” at the 2019 International Emmy Awards, one of the
most prestigious television awards, for his leading role in
the television series “Sahsiyet (Persona).’ The TV series “Kara
Sevda (Endless Love)” won “Best Telenovela” at the Interna-
tional Emmy Awards in 2017.

In international festivals and contests, our artists such
as Kivang Tatlitug, Burak Ozcivit, Fahriye Evcen, Tugba
Buytikustiin, Engin Akyiirek and Kerem Blirsin were deemed
worthy of awards.

Turkish Cuisine

Turkish cuisine is a healthy, wasteless and sustainable prac-
tice of harvesting, processing, combining, and serving thou-
sands of products growing on the fertile lands of Anatolia.
Turkish cuisine draws its strength from local ingredients
provided by quality seeds produced on fertile lands. Dating
back to centuries, Turkish cuisine offers the most refined fla-
vors that has extended to the present day as the heritage of
taste from numerous civilizations.

Since 2021, the week between 21 and 27 May is celebrated
as the “Week of Turkish Cuisine” every year in order to in-
troduce our country’s potential in gastronomy tourism more
actively with national and international effects. Every year,
the “Week of Turkish Cuisine”is celebrated around the world
with attractive promotional events through representations



in foreign countries, with a certain theme defined for that
year.

In order to transform “Turkish breakfast” into a global brand,
which is a special and important element of the Turkish cui-
sine attracting more attention from foreign people day by
day, “World Breakfast Day” events are organized in our coun-
try and representatives in foreign countries on the first Sun-
day of every June. In this context, Turkish breakfast events
have been held around the world since 2021 and efforts
continue to traditionalize the World Breakfast Day.

Since the Turkish Coffee Culture and Tradition was includ-
ed in UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List on 5 De-
cember 2013, this day is celebrated as the “World Turkish
Coffee Day” around the world. On 5 December every year,
Turkish Coffee Culture and Tradition introduction activities
are performed.

Tiirkiye on the World Heritage List

In 1983, Turkiye became a party to the Convention Con-
cerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage of 1972.Under the Convention, natural formations,
monuments and sites that deserve appreciation and protec-
tion based on their international importance are given the
status of “World Heritage” by the United Nations Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). In Turkiye,
there are 19 sites that have been given this status:

. Great Mosque and Hospital of Divrigi (Sivas) 1985

«  Istanbul Historical Sites (istanbul) 1985

. Goreme National Park and Cappadocia (Nevsehir) 1985
. Hattusa: The Hittite Capital (Corum) 1986
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. Nemrut Mountain (Adiyaman) 1987
Hierapolis (Denizli) 1988
. Xanthos-Letoon (Antalya-Mugla) 1988
. City of Safranbolu (Karabiik) 1994
. Archaeological Site of Troy (Canakkale) 1998
. Edirne Selimiye Mosque and Social Complex (Edirne) 2011
. Neolithic Site of Catalhdyiik (Konya) 2012

. Bursa and Cumalikizik: The Birth of the Ottoman Empire
(Bursa) 2014

. Pergamon and its Multi-Layered Cultural Landscape (izmir)
2014

. Diyarbakir Fortress and Hevsel Gardens Cultural Land-
scape (Diyarbakir) 2015

«  Ephesus (izmir) 2015

. Archaeological Site of Ani (Kars) 2016
. Aphrodisias (Aydin) 2017

. Gobekli Tepe (Sanliurfa) 2018

. Arslantepe Mound (Malatya) 2021

Intangible Cultural Heritage

Intangible cultural heritage is defined as “the practices, ex-
pressions, narratives, knowledge, and skills and related tools,
instruments and cultural spaces that communities, groups
and sometimes individuals recognize as part of their cultur-
al heritage” by UNESCO.

During the UNESCO General Conference held in Paris be-
tween 29 September and 17 October 2003, the Convention



for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was
adopted. File preparation for the generation of international 103
lists and inventory taking for intangible cultural heritage

are being carried out under the Convention for the Safe-
guarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Turkiye became a party to the Convention on 27 March 2006,
and 21 intangible cultural heritage located in Tirkiye have
been added in the list since 2006:

. Arts of the Meddah, Public Storytellers (2008)
. Mevlevi Sema Ceremony (2008)

. Minstrelsy Tradition (2009)

. Nevruz (Multinational) (2009)

. Karagdz (2009)

. Traditional Sohbet Meetings (2010)

. Kirkpinar Oil Wrestling Festival (2010)

. Semah, Alevi-Bektasi Ritual (2010)

. Ceremonial Keskek Tradition (2011)

. Mesir Paste Festival (2012)

. Turkish Coffee Culture and Tradition (2013)

. Ebru: Turkish Art of Paper Marbling (2014)

. Traditional Craftsmanship of Cini-Making (2016)

. Flatbread Making and Sharing Culture: Lavash, Katyr-
ma,Jupka, Yufka (Multinational) (2016)

. Spring Celebration: Hidrellez (Multinational) (2017)

. Whistled Language (UNESCO Intangible Cultural Her-
itage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding) (2017)
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. Heritage of Dede Qorqud / Korkyt Ata / Dede Qorqud,
epic culture, folk tales and music (Multinational)
(2018)

. Traditional Turkish Archery (2019)

. Traditional Intelligence and Strategy Game: Mangala /
Goglirme, Togyzqumalag, Toguz Korgool (Multination-
al) (2020)

. The Art of Miniature (Multinational) (2020)

. Hisn-i Hat, Traditional Calligraphy in Islamic Art in
Turkiye (2021)

. Traditional Ahlat Stonework (UNESCO Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding)(2022)

. Culture of Cay (tea), A Symbol of Identity, Hospitality
and Social Interaction (with Azerbaijan) (2022)

. Sericulture and Traditional Production of Silk for
Weaving (Multinational) (2022)

. The Telling Tradition of Nasreddin Hodja / Molla
Nesreddin / Molla Ependi / Apendi / Afendi Kozhana-
syr / Nasriddin Afandi Anecdotes (Multinational)
(2022)

Creative Cities Network

Based on the resolution adopted during the 170" Meeting
of UNESCO Executive Board in 2004, the “Creative Cities
Network” was established with the participation of 116 cit-
ies from different countries. The network aims to contribute
to the social,economic and cultural development of cities in
developed and developing countries. Cities that are a part of
this network seek to enhance their local creativity, publicity,



and visibility and they share UNESCO’s approach to improve
cultural diversity.

Participation in the program takes place on seven different
themes listed as crafts and folk art, design, film, gastronomy,
literature, music, and media arts. As of today, seven Turkish
cities are included in the Creative Cities Network under the
themes of gastronomy, crafts and folk art, design,and music.

a.

Gastronomy
Gaziantep (2015)
Hatay (2017)
Afyonkarahisar (2019)

Crafts and Folk Art
Kitahya (2017)
Bursa (2021)

Design
Istanbul (2017)

Music
Kirsehir (2019)
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Turkish foreign policy is based on the peaceful and
democratic vision developed by Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, founder of the Republic of Tirkiye, the target
he formulated as “Peace at Home, Peace in the World”,
and the determined policies he followed in this direc-
tion.

Turkiye benefits from various complementary political,
economic, humanitarian, and cultural cooperation in-
struments and implements a diplomacy that is envis-
aged at the global level but performed actively at the
local level on every corner of the world.

Turkiye handles any topic in its foreign policy agenda
with a human oriented approach based on moral val-
ues and principles, as a responsible country.

Turkiye made constructive contributions to global
peace, stability, and security by taking part in the UN
Security Council in the 2009-2010 period.

In addition,many critical tasks including the Presidency
of the 75" General Assembly of the UN (2020-2021),
Presidency of the 40%" General Conference of the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) (2019-2021), Directorate General of the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) (2010-2018), Deputy Secretary General of
NATO (2010-2013), and Presidency of the Ukraine
Special Observation Mission (2019-2022) have been
successfully fulfilled by representatives from Tirkiye
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in the recent period, with great appreciation from the
international community.

While continuing to secure its national interest, Turki-
ye also targets the formation of favorable internation-
al conditions for sustainable peace and sustainable
global economic and social development on inclusive
and human oriented grounds in its foreign policy.

In this context, economic and commercial diplomacy
have become a focus of Turkish foreign policy. Eco-
nomic interests of the country are pursued closely
both on the regional and international platforms to
which Tirkiye is @ member, including the OECD, World
Trade Organization, and Black Sea Economic Coop-
eration Organization and in our relations with other
countries. In a period during which international coop-
eration has become more diversified and complicated,
uncertainties have increased, and economic and polit-
ical balances have rapidly changed, Tiirkiye continues
to defend the economic and commercial interests of
its citizens, businesspeople, and the country on every
corner of the world, with a proactive approach prior-
itizing Turkish citizens.

Tirkiye has been taking a leading part in mediation, a
peaceful method for solving international problems,
for the establishment of permanent peace, stabili-
ty, and wealth in and beyond its region. In this con-
text, Turkiye is the only country that is the co-head
of friends/contact groups related to mediation in the



UN, OSCE, and Organization of Islamic Cooperation at
the same time.

With the awareness of not staying silent on regional
and global problems, Tiirkiye takes initiatives to con-
tribute to the prevention and resolution of conflicts
and ending humanitarian disasters.

Turkiye has taken many steps to establish peace and
stability in a wide geography. (Two separate Tripartite
Cooperation Processes initiated with the participation
of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, and Croatia, the “Istan-
bul, Heart of Asia Process” initiated with Pakistan for
the establishment of peace and security in Afghani-
stan, and steps taken to facilitate communication be-
tween Ukraine and the Russian Federation).

Turkiye has the 5" widest network of representation in

the world with 257 diplomatic and consulate missions.
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The United Nations (UN) Reform

Turkiye supports all the steps taken to ensure better
functioning of the UN system, believing that the UN
should continue to be a source of hope for all people
around the world.

Turkiye asserts that the UN should be made more
democratic, representative, accountable, transparent,
and effective in line with the principle formulated as
“The World is Bigger than Five”, demanding the effec-
tiveness of the UN General Assembly to be enhanced
and the veto privilege granted to five states in the UN
Security Council to be abolished.

Humanitarian Aid

Turkiye, carrying out humanitarian aid to the whole
world regardless of language, religion or race, was the
world’s second biggest donor country in 2021 with hu-
manitarian aid amounting to USD 5,6 billion according
to the Global Humanitarian Assistance Report of 2022.

Turkiye continues to be “the most generous country in
the world” in proportion to its gross national product,
allocating approximately 1% of its gross national in-
come for humanitarian aid every year.

According to the United Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil Report published in 2020, Turkiye hosts 3.6 million
registered Syrian guests and 320,000 asylum seekers
from different nationalities.
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Development Aid

In addition to humanitarian aid, Turkiye provides var-
ious aids to support the development of countries in
need.

These aids, provided by Tiirkiye without the expecta-
tion for any return, cover a very wide geography from
Africa to the Balkans, South America, and Asia.

Tirkiye contributes to world peace by supporting
thousands of projects and activities in many fields
from education to health, transportation, and tourism.

Turkiye provided approximately 7,7 billion US dollars
of development aid to 119 different countries in 2021.

Tirkiye is the second biggest OECD country in making
development aids in proportion to its gross national
product.

Medical Aid

Having a deep-rooted tradition of diplomacy and hu-
manitarian reflexes, Turkiye has mobilized all its re-
sources against the Covid-19 pandemic that the world
has faced with.

Turkiye provided 6,3 million doses of vaccines to 19
countries as of the first quarter of 2022, without mak-
ing any distinction between countries, believing that



“a friend in need is a friend indeed”. In addition, it has
become one of the leading countries with the medical
aid provided to 161 countries and 12 international or-
ganizations in this period of 2 years.

During the pandemic, Turkiye has donated 6.3 million
doses of vaccines to 19 different countries. Additional-
ly,4 million 870 thousand doses of vaccines, including
the locally developed vaccine TURKOVAC, have been
donated to 11 African countries.

During the pandemic, Tiirkiye carried out the most
comprehensive evacuation operation in the history
of the Republic and ensured that more than 100,000
citizens from 142 countries are brought to our country.
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Turkiye has been effectively countering terrorism in
all its forms and manifestations for decades, ranging
from FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation to the
ethnic separatist terrorist organisation PKK/KCK and
the leftist DHKP-C to religiously motivated terrorist
organisations such as Al-Qaeda and DAESH, as well as
the “17 November” and "ASALA” terrorist organisations.

Turkiye contributes actively to international efforts
to combat threats posed by Foreign Terrorist Fighters
(FTF).

In an effort to combat the FTF threat, Tirkiye was a
co-presenter of the United Nations Security Council’s
draft resolution 2396 on FTFs adopted on December
21,2017.

Turkiye also initiated, together with the US, the Global
Counter Terrorism Forum (GCTF) and co-chaired this
body between September 2011- April 2016.

Until September 2017, Tirkiye also co-chaired the
Horn of Africa Working Group within the GCTF toget-
her with the EU.

Turkiye is an active member of the Anti-DAESH Coali-
tion and is co-leading the FTF working group within
this Coalition. Turkiye has also carried out military
operations that significantly reduced DAESH’s influen-
ce in Iraq and Syria.

As a result of DAESH attacks, Turkiye has lost hundreds
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of citizens. Thanks to the effective counter-terrorism
measures taken, DAESH has been prevented from carr-
ying out extensive operations in our country.

Turkiye's counter-terrorism operations against DAESH
in Syria also constitute a significant strike against the
PKK terrorist organisation.

There are organisations that can be evaluated as an
extension of the PKK/KCK in Iran, Syria and Irag. These
organisations are called KODAR/PJAK in Iran, Tawgari
Azadi in Iraq, and PYD/YPG in Syria. In Europe, it con-
ducts operations under the name KCDK-E (European
Kurdistan Democratic Societies Congress).

The treacherous coup attempt, which took place on
the evening of July 15,2016 and thwarted by the he-
roic defence of democracy by the Turkish people, has
unveiled a new dimension of terrorism that has never
been seen before.

After the coup attempt on July 15, Tiirkiye made com-
bating FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation, the
perpetrator of the treacherous attempt, a top priority.

Turkiye is exerting efforts to close/take over FETO/PSS
armed terrorist organisation affiliated schools, foun-
dations, and associations, as well as to prevent mem-
bers of the organisation from relocating overseas and
evading justice.

Various countries and international organisations
have designated FETO/PSS as a terrorist organisation.



In this regard, FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation
was designated as a terrorist organisation at the 43
Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC
held on October 19, 2016; a similar decision was ta-
ken by the Asian Parliamentary Assembly on Decem-
ber 1, 2016; it was confirmed on the 12th Session of
the Conference of the Parliamentary Union of the OIC
Member States on January 27, 2017. With the Council
of Ministers Decision dated July 21, 2016, the TRNC
declared the FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation
to be an ‘illegal society” In addition, the Supreme
Court of Pakistan designated FETO/PSS as a terrorist
organisation on December 28, 2018. In October 2021,
FETO/PSS was listed as a terrorist organisation in the
quadrilateral declaration published following a sum-
mit between our President and the Presidents of Togo,
Burkina Faso,and Liberia.

Turkiye is a member of the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), the OECD’s global anti-money laundering and
terrorist financing watchdog. Tiirkiye is constantly re-
viewing its regulations and applications on the issues
of financing of terror in order to completely follow the
FATF recommendations.

In addition to contributing to the capacity-building
efforts of the UN and regional organisations as part
of efforts to strengthen international cooperation in
the fight against terrorism, our country also carries out
bilateral capacity-building programmes with reques-
ting countries.
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Turks and Armenians lived peacefully in Anatolia for
more than 800 years. During the Ottoman period, the
Armenian community was described as a “loyal nation”
due to its loyalty to the state. In the Ottoman adminis-
tration, Armenians were appointed to many important
positions such as minister, pasha (general), ambassa-
dor, governor,and commercial representative.

However, the separatist movements that emerged in
the Balkans in the 19" century affected some seg-
ments of the Armenian population starting from the
1880s, and various Armenian committees began to be
established. The common goal of the secret commit-
tees was the establishment of a politically and eth-
nically homogeneous Armenian state in the regions
inhabited by Armenians in the Ottoman lands. With
the provocation of these committees and foreign sup-
port, the first major Armenian revolt broke out in Van
in 1896.

Separatist Armenians, taking advantage of the start of
the First World War and the Ottoman Empire’s entry
into war against the Entente Powers, revolted and co-
operated with the invading Russian Army and other
foreign enemy forces to carry out massacres against
Turks and Muslims and attacking the Ottoman Army
and cutting off their supply lines.
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After the Armenian gangs launched the second Van
revolt on 15 April 1915 and started to attack the Ot-
toman Empire from inside in line with the Russian at-
tacks, the Ottoman government warned the Armenian
Patriarch, its deputies and the leaders of the Armenian
community and declared that it would take the neces-
sary measures if the attacks continued.

However, when this warning failed, the Ottoman gov-
ernment closed the Armenian Committees on 24 April
1915 and arrested some committee members for ac-
tivities against the state. Every year on the 24th of
April, the date of the so-called genocide commemora-
tion, is actually the date when the Armenian commit-
tee members responsible for the rebellion and armed
attacks were arrested.

In the face of this great threat, the Ottoman govern-
ment,on 27 May 1915, resorted to a legitimate defense
measure that any country in the same situation would
take without hesitation, and ordered the Armenian
population residing in the war zone or nearby strate-
gic areas to be removed from the lines close to the
invading Russian army and transferred to the southern
provinces of the Empire, and adopted a law (the Law
of Relocation and Settlement). Relocation took place
within the territory of the country without deportation.

Although the Ottoman government made great efforts
to protect the relocated Armenians and to provide
them with food, they could not prevent human losses



in the harsh conditions of the day such as war, internal
conflicts, epidemics, and hunger. However, it should
not be forgotten that not only the Armenians, but all
the communities that made up the Empire were af-
fected by the nationalist movements that emerged in
the period leading up to the First World War and the
destruction caused by the war itself. In the same peri-
od, more than 5 million Muslims were massacred and
exiled from their homes in the Balkans and Caucasus.

Almost half a century after the events of 1915, a new
narrative of history emerged, being derived from the
pains of the past. This campaign, which aims to tell
what happened only through the eyes of Armenians
and to popularize it in the world, fueled radicalism
and led to acts of terror and violence. In the attacks
carried out by Armenian terrorist organizations such
as ASALA (Armenian Secret Organization for the Lib-
eration of Armenia), JCAG (Armenian Genocide Justice
Commandos),and ARA (Armenian Revolutionary Army),
77 persons were brutally murdered, 58 of whom were
Turkish citizens (31 of them were diplomats and their
family members).

Armenian radicals define the events of 1915 as “gen-
ocide”, leaving aside the historical background and
facts, completely ignoring the legal dimension. How-
ever, there is no political or academic consensus on
how to define the events of 1915 . The issue is a legit-
imate topic of discussion.

121

< NOO08ANVH LYWO1dIQ NIZILID < < < < <



122

< XOO0O8ANVH LVWO1dIQ NIZILID <« « « < =

Turkiye is of the opinion that how to define controver-
sial historical issues is within the jurisdiction of histor-
ical science and international law, not politics. The last
years of the Ottoman Empire were a tragic time for all
the people of the Empire. Turks, Armenians, and other
communities all experienced great suffering. Tirkiye
does not ignore the suffering of the Armenians but op-
poses the distortion of the painful events of 1915 as
“‘genocide” performed by one side on the other.

It is @ humanitarian and moral duty to understand this
period in all its dimensions,to show due respect to the
memory of the many people who lost their lives, and
to remember and tell history in a non-selective and
objective way. In this context, President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan called for the establishment of a “Joint His-
torical Commission” in 2005. The Armenian side did
not respond to this offer, which is still on the table.

The normalization process between Tirkiye and Ar-
menia continues. The politically motivated claims of
genocide, which are historically and legally baseless,
serve no other purpose than to weaken the efforts to-
wards normalization.

Turks and Armenians should work together to rebuild
their historical friendship without forgetting the diffi-
cult times in their common past.



Why The Events of 1915 Cannot Be Called
as Genocide?
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. Genocide is a major crime clearly defined in interna-
tional law, and it is not a generic word that can be
used to roughly describe any atrocity.

. According to the 1948 Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which de-
fined this crime for the first time in international law,
whether the crime of genocide was committed can
only be determined by a court decision.

. Only the Holocaust and Rwanda, Srebrenica and Cam-
bodia genocides have been determined by the deci-
sions of the competent courts.
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. There is no such competent court decision regarding
the events of 1915. However, only authorized courts
can decide whether an incident was genocide or not.
Various decisions taken in the parliaments of some
countries or statements made by politicians do not
have any legal value and validity.

. As a matter of fact, the relevant decisions of the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights (Peringek and Mercan)
confirm that the events of 1915, unlike the Holocaust,
are a legitimate topic of discussion. In this context, the
denial plans developed in some European countries
under the pressure of groups advocating the genocide
allegations were annulled within the framework of the
aforementioned ECHR case-law.
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According to the Convention, genocide consists of a
number of acts committed with the aim of destroying
a certain group partially or completely based on their
national, ethnic, racial or religious identities.

The most important feature that distinguishes the
crime of genocide from other crimes is the “special
intent to destroy” (dolus specialis) that the perpetrator
must have. In the context of the events of 1915, there
is no evidence that the Ottoman Empire decided to
relocate Armenians with the intention of “destroying”.

On the contrary, it is proven by the archive documents
that the Ottoman Empire took the necessary measures
to ensure the safety of the Armenians who were relo-
cated and sent those who did not comply with these
instructions to the Court of War and sentenced them
to various sentences including death.

In addition, the fact that 522 Ottoman citizens of Ar-
menian origin were working in the Ottoman bureau-
cracy during and after the relocation as of 1917 re-
veals that the Law on Relocation and Settlement was
put into effect in 1915 within the framework of the
state’s security needs and not through ideological mo-
tives targeting any ethnic, religious, racial, or national
group, as a legitimate measure.

The fact that not all Ottoman Armenians were relocat-
ed is an important factor showing that the relocation
was a precautionary practice. First of all, relocation



was carried out only in the Eastern Provinces of the

Ottoman Empire, where the rebellion took place, and
the Armenian population in the Western Provinces and
the Istanbul Patriarchate were not included.
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The Cyprus Issue erupted with the Greek Cypriots’
attempt to unilaterally seize the administration by
abandoning the agreement of living together and
co-managing the Island, by excluding the Turkish Cyp-
riots from the partnership state established in 1960
following the London and Zurich Agreements signed
in 1959. As part of the Greek Cypriot side’s ENOSIS
(unification with Greece) ideology, especially the EOKA
terrorist organization carried out many terrorist acts
and massacres against the Turkish Cypriots who have
been living on the island for hundreds of years, includ-
ing the Bloody Christmas massacre in 1963. The Turk-
ish Cypriot side and Turkiye, on the other hand, have
never accepted this illegal and illegitimate situation
that prevents the Turkish Cypriots from exercising
their rights as equal partners.

After nearly 11 years of terror and violence, on 15
July 1974, EOKA leader Nikos Sampson carried out a
coup detat against Makarios and seized power for a
short time in order to connect the island to Greece.
On the other hand, Tiirkiye first offered the UK a joint
intervention within the framework of the 1960 Treaty
of Guarantee. Upon the negative response of the UK,
Turkiye launched the Cyprus Peace Operation on 20
July 1974 for the security of the Turks on the island.
With the Peace Operation, Tuirkiye not only secured the
existence of the Turkish people by preventing ENOSIS,
but also ended the activities of EOKA, which had an
aggressive attitude against the Greeks as well as the
Turks, and established a peaceful environment for the

vy

< NOO08ANVH LYWO1dIQ NIZILID < < < < <



128

< XOO0O8ANVH LVWO1dIQ NIZILID <« « « < =

entire Island. The Peace Operation was instrumental
in bringing democracy to Greece by causing the over-
thrown of the junta regime.

After the negotiations on the bi-zonal, bi-commu-
nal federal solution model did not yield any results,
which was put in the agenda with the 1977-79 Sum-
mit Agreements, the Turkish Cypriot side declared the
establishment of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus (TRNC) on 15 November 1983 based on the right
to self-determination.

One of the most comprehensive attempts to resolve
the conflict on the island was the Annan Plan, the
foundations of which were laid in 1999, envisaging
the establishment of a federal state. The solution plan,
which was shaped as a result of the negotiations, was
submitted to the approval of the two people of two
sides with simultaneous referendums in the TRNC and
the Greek Cypriot Administration (GCA) on 24 April
2004. While 75.83% of Greek Cypriots voted “no” for
the plan, Turkish Cypriots said “yes” with a majority
of 64.91%, despite the many difficulties that the plan
would bring for them. In the face of the Greek Cypriot
side’s rejection of the plan, this comprehensive solu-
tion plan supported by the entire international com-
munity including the UN and the EU became void.

In the process after the Annan Plan, the efforts to re-
solve the Cyprus Issue, our national cause, in a way
that protects the rights and interests of the Turkish
Cypriot people arising from the fact that they are the
main element and co-owner of the Island continued
with determination, based on the need to meet the



security concerns. However, the Cyprus Conference,
which continued intermittently between 2007 and
2017,ended inconclusively in July 2017 after the Greek
Cypriot side’s uncompromising attitude and insistence
on not sharing political power.

Finally, in April 2021, Ersin Tatar, the President of the
TRNC, together with the Turkish and Greek Cypriot
leaders, attended the informal meeting held under
the auspices of the UN with the participation of the
guarantor countries Turkiye, Greece and the United
Kingdom and he submitted a written proposal for the
start of negotiations for the recognition of the equal
sovereignty of Turkish Cypriots as an international sta-
tus and the cooperation between the two states on
the island.

Based on the fact that there are two separate nations
and states on the island today, the Republic of Tiir-
kiye gives full support to the proposal presented by
the President of the TRNC. Turkiye maintains its con-
structive stance towards starting results-oriented ne-
gotiations for a comprehensive and sustainable coop-
eration between the two ‘equal” States on the Island,
based on the recognition of Turkish Cypriot people’s
birthright equality and equal international status,
which was usurped in 1963.

The Republic of Tiirkiye uninterruptedly continues its
efforts to end the inhumane isolation and restrictions
imposed on the Turkish Cypriot people today.
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Turkiye has legitimate rights and interests granted
by the international law in the maritime areas in the
Eastern Mediterranean.

According to the international law, the right of the is-
lands to create a maritime jurisdiction (entitlement)
is not the same as the limitation of maritime juris-
diction (delimitation). The International Court of Jus-
tice, in similar disputes between third countries, has
decided that islands damaging equitable delimitation
can only create limited jurisdiction or cannot have a
continental shelf or exclusive economic zone beyond
the territorial waters.

Greece’s request for a maritime jurisdiction area of
40 thousand square kilometers for the island of Meis,
which is approximately 10 square kilometers and
is located 2 kilometers from the Turkish coast and
580 kilometers from the Greek mainland, is not only
against international law, but also against equity.

With the 1923 Lausanne Peace Treaty, the 1947 Paris
Peace Treaty and other international documents on
the subject, the East Aegean Islands were taken into
non-military status. However, Greece has been acting
against the non-military status of these islands since
the 1950s and has accepted this with its official state-
ments.

A country’s airspace must overlap with its territorial
waters, and the practice of airspace extending beyond
its territorial waters is against the international law.
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Although the territorial waters of Greece are 6 nau-
tical miles wide, the width of its airspace is 10 miles.
Therefore, Greece’s illegal airspace application ex-
ceeding 4 nautical miles over its territorial waters and
the accusations of airspace violation against Turkiye
based on this do not have a legal basis.

In seas with unique geographical features, such as the
Aegean and the Mediterranean, increasing the width
of the territorial sea and limiting the maritime juris-
diction areas should not violate the rights of other
coastal states. It is a fundamental rule of the interna-
tional law that the boundaries of sea areas, which are
located between close or opposite positions where
maritime areas intersect or converge, must be deter-
mined by agreement and within the framework of the
principle of equity.

The prejudiced attitude of the EU and some third
countries against our determined stance to protect
our rights and the rights of the Turkish Cypriots in the
Eastern Mediterranean does not contribute to stability
and peace in the region.

Turkiye is taking fairness, dialogue,and cooperation as
the basis in the resolution of disputes in the Aegean
and Eastern Mediterranean, and it never leaves the
principles of the international law.

Turkiye is ready for dialogue with all parties except
the Greek Cypriot Administration (GCA) to ensure the
fair and peaceful limitation of maritime jurisdiction
areas in the Eastern Mediterranean. Negotiation with
the Greek Cypriot Administration is only possible after
the Cyprus Issue is resolved.



Turkiye’s seismic exploration and drilling activities in
the Mediterranean are carried out within the frame-
work of Tirkiye’s legitimate rights and interests, in ac-
cordance with the international law.

Turkiye did not become a party to the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea Convention (UNCLOS) as there is
no mechanism to allow it to make reservations to the
provisions it objects to.

Greece bases its claims on the islands on Article 121
of UNCLOS on the maritime jurisdiction of the islands.
The provisions of the said article do not bind Tiirkiye,
and Turkiye is in the position of a permanent objector
state to the articles that it does not accept in UNCLOS.

Turkiye takes the international law, equity, dialogue,
and cooperation as the basis in the resolution of dis-
putes in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean.
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Taking human rights in a broad perspective, Turkiye
adopts the motto “Keep People Alive so that the State
Lives!” as a principle and makes respect for human
dignity one of its foreign policy priorities. Turkiye has
implemented many reforms on strengthening democ-
racy and the rule of law and ensuring full respect for
fundamental rights and freedoms.

Tirkiye has ratified the UN Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and has become a party to the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights and almost all of
the UN fundamental human rights conventions. These
include conventions related to civil, political, econom-
ic, social, and cultural rights, rights of children, wom-
en, disabled, and migrant workers and conventions
against racial discrimination, torture and ill-treatment.

According to Article 90 of the Turkish Constitution,“In
the case of a conflict between international agree-
ments, duly put into effect, concerning fundamental
rights and freedoms and the laws due to differences in
provisions on the same matter, the provisions of inter-
national agreements shall prevail”

Tirkiye became a party to the Convention on the Elim-
ination of ALl Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) in 1985.

In order to comply with the OSCE documents and EU
acquis, especially the case-law of the European Court
of Human Rights, necessary modifications changes
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have been made in national laws and regulations in
areas including freedom of thought and expression,
freedom of association and assembly, freedom of re-
ligion, functioning of the judiciary, civil-military rela-
tions, and economic, social and cultural rights.

The possibility of individual application to the Consti-
tutional Court, the establishment of institutions such
as the Human Rights and Equality Institution of Turki-
ye and the Ombudsman are among the changes made
in this context.

The adoption of the new Civil Code at the beginning
of 2002 and the new Turkish Penal Code adopted in
September 2004 constitute important stages of legal
reforms.

Turkiye ratified Protocol no 6 to the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights on the abolition of the death
penalty in November 2003. The ratification procedures
of Protocol no 13, which abolished the death penalty
under all circumstances, were completed in February
2006 and the aforementioned Protocol entered into
force for our country.

Progress has been ensured in the field of freedom of
thought and expression with the “Law Amending the
Turkish Penal Code”, which entered into force in May
2008.

Fundamental rights and freedoms in many areas have
been expanded and the Turkish constitutional system
has been brought in line with international obliga-



tions with the arrangements included in the constitu-
tional amendment package adopted with the referen-
dum on 12 September 2010.

In order to exercise human rights on the basis of dem-
ocratic legitimacy, Turkiye has prepared the “New Judi-
cial Reform Strategy” in 2019, taking into account the
standards and norms of the Council of Europe and the
EU.The changes envisaged in the strategy were enact-
ed through judicial packages. Thanks to these pack-
ages, freedom of expression was strengthened, legal
remedies were expanded, the duration of detention
was limited during the investigation phase, and new,
simple,and accelerated procedures such as rapid trial,
simple trial,and e-trial were introduced.

In 2021, a Human Rights Action Plan was developed
based on the vision formulated as “Free Individual,
Strong Society; a More Democratic Turkiye” The start-
ing point of the Action Plan, which was prepared by
taking the opinions of the Council of Europe and EU
representatives, is the obligation to protect the mate-
rial and spiritual existence, honor, and dignity of the
human being in all transactions and actions of all
state institutions and organizations.

While electoral turnout is very low in the Western
countries, Turkiye reflects its democratic maturity to
the ballot box with a high turnout rate exceeding 80%.

Tirkiye, with its legal system keeping the judiciary ful-
ly independent from the executive organ,is among the
exemplary countries in terms of judicial independence.
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On 15 July 2016, Tirkiye was exposed to a treacher-
ous coup attempt against the democratic legitimate
government and constitutional order by the FETO/PSS
armed terrorist organization,which had infiltrated into
the Turkish army and other strategic institutions.

The coup attempt, which aimed to overthrow the Pres-
ident and government directly elected by the Turkish
people, and to destroy democracy and the rule of law,
violated the fundamental rights and freedoms of Tur-
kish citizens, especially the “right to life”.

FETO/PSS is an armed terrorist organization formed
by fanatical people who came together with the direc-
tives of its ringleader Fethullah Giilen.

FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation has a wide
range of international activities ranging from educa-
tion to media, economic activities, and infiltration into
the state.

The goal of the FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation
is to seize control of all of the Republic of Tirkiye’s
constitutional institutions and, once this has been ac-
complished, to manage the country’s economic, social,
and political power through a single group. The ul-
timate goal of the organisation is not merely to rule
Turkiye, but to become a global power that rules the
entire world.
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Although FETO/PSS armed terrorist organisation
claims that it represents the so-called “moderate Is-
lam” model in the international arena, the organiza-
tion was involved in serious human rights violations
and did not hesitate to use violence. Many investiga-
tions have been opened against the organization in
the countries where it is active.

During the coup attempt, attacks were carried out
against the democratic institutions and organizations
of our country, especially the Grand National Assem-
bly of Turkiye. At the call of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, the coup attempt was repelled in a short
time thanks to the resistance of tens of thousands of
unarmed, civilian demonstrators and the struggle of
the security forces.

The stance and sacrifice of the Turkish Nation in the
face of this attack on democracy has set an example
for the whole world.

In this resistance, which made its mark in Turkish po-
litical history, 252 Turkish citizens became martyrs,
and 2735 citizens became veterans.

15 July was declared as the “Victory of Democracy and
Martyrs’ Day” to commemorate our citizens who lost
their lives during the coup attempt.

Turkiye has passed through this difficult process by
strictly adhering to the principles of rule of law, de-
mocracy, human rights, and justice.
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Istanbul is the only metropolitan city located on two
continents and it has a population higher than 131
countries.

istanbul is the only city which was the capital of two
different empires at different times in history (East Ro-
man Empire and Ottoman Empire).

According to the data published by World Tourism
Organization in March 2022, Tirkiye was the fourth
biggest tourism destination of the world with 29.9
million visits in 2021.

Gobeklitepe, which is considered one of the most im-
portant cultural heritage elements of the human his-
tory and defined as the “Zero Point of History” with its
roots going back to 12 thousand years ago,and Catal-
hoyiik, one of the first settlements of human being, are
both located in Turkiye.

The first empire on Anatolian lands was established
by Hittites, while Kadesh Treaty, which is known as the
first written treaty in history, was signed between Hit-
tites and Egyptians. The original text of Kadesh Treaty
is kept in Istanbul Museum of Archeology.

143

< NOO08ANVH LYWO1dIQ NIZILID < < < < <



144

< XOO0O8ANVH LVWO1dIQ NIZILID <« « « < =

Turkiye has 19 sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage List
and 84 sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage Tentative
List.

Tirkiye was one of the leading European countries by
enfranchisement of women in 1934.

Turkiye’s first female pilot Sabiha Gokcen was also the
first female fighter pilot of the world.

Two of the seven wonders of the world are located
in Turkiye (the Temple of Artemis, located in Ephesus,
and Halicarnassus Mausoleum, located in Halicarnas-
sus).

The word “Turquois” was derived with the inspiration
given by the color of Mediterranean waters in Tiirkiye.

Saint Nicholas,an important Christianity figure who is
known as Santa today, was born in the Patara ancient
city in Antalya province of Turkiye and served as the
prelate in the Myra ancient city in Demre district of
Antalya.

The House of the Virgin Mary, which is known as the
last place Virgin Mary lived before her death and vis-
ited by millions of tourists coming from all over the



world every year, is located in Selcuk district of izmir 145
province in Turkiye.

In 1502, the great artist and scientist Leonardo da
Vinci designed a project that would connect the two
sides of the Golden Horn in Istanbul upon the order of
Ottoman Sultan Bayezid II.

The first Christians fleeing from the suppression by
the Roman Empire came to Anatolia and took shelter
in Cappadocia.
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Seven Churches of Asia (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea),an impor-
tant element of the Christian belief,are located on the
lands of Turkiye.

Being located in the middle geographical zone and
presenting an important level of diversity of geo-
graphical formation, Turkiye experiences all 4 seasons,
thanks to which visitors can benefit from both winter
and summer tourism at the same time.

Being surrounded by the sea on three sides, Turkiye, as
a peninsula, has total coastline of nearly 8,000 km,and
it is also a quite mountainous geography with more
than 130 summits.
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Two of the most important global waterways used
in international transportation are located in Tirkiye
(the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles).

Tulip, whose native soil is Anatolia, was first presented
as a gift to European diplomats by Ottoman Sultans.

Turkiye is the country where numerous important
historical figures were born: Homer of Smyrna (izmir)
(best known epic poet of the world and writer of the
Iliad and Odyssey); Herodotus of Halicarnassus (the
first historian, known as the father of history); Saint
Paul of Tarsus (the Saint who evangelized Europe);
Aesop of Amorium (Emirdag) (fabler); Saint Nicholas
of Patara (Santa); Thales of Miletus (mathematician);
Heraclitus of Ephesus (philosopher); Strabo of Amasia
(father of geography).

The Grand Bazaar of Istanbul, built in 1461, is the larg-
est and oldest enclosed shopping center of the world.

Asklepion, built in the 2" century BC in Bergama,
Smyrna (izmir),is known as one of the first full-fledged
healthcare clinics of the world.

Parchment paper, which enabled the fast dissemina-
tion of information in the ancient world, was invented



in the ancient city of Pergamon located in Bergama
district of modern Smyrna (izmir).

The Trojan Horse and Troy, the legendary city of
Achilles, Paris, and Helen, are located in Canakkale, an
Aegean province of modern Turkiye.

The first coins in history were made of electrum and
used by Lydian King Alyattes in 640 BC in Sardes, a site
located in the Aegean region of Tirkiye.

Turkish delight is one of the most ancient desserts of
the world with its history dating back to 500 years ago.
It was first developed in the kitchens of the Ottoman
palaces.

Hezarfen Ahmet Celebi was the first human to fly a
significant distance by using artificial wings to pass
above the Bosporus in the 17% century, which made
him the first intercontinental flyer 270 years earlier
than Wright Brothers.

Aspendos, the best-preserved Roman theatre from the
2" century, is located in Antalya province of Tiirkiye.

Karum, one of the first trade centers of the world, is
located in the ancient city of Kanes in Kiltepe area of
Kayseri province.
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1915 Dardanelles Bridge is the “longest middle span
bridge of the world”.

In 2020, 540 billion cubic meters of natural gas was
discovered in Tuna-1, Amasra-1 wells in Black Sea, for
the first time in Turkiye’s history.

Turkiye is the world leader in the production and ex-
port of hazelnuts, cherries, fig, and apricot.

Turkish Airlines, known as the “airline with the high-
est number of international flight destinations’, flies
to 280 international points in 128 countries and the
company has the 4" largest flight network currently.

Turkiye is second only to the USA in terms of TV series
exports. Until today, more than 150 Turkish TV series
met with the audience in 152 countries in Europe,
Middle East, Central Asia, Africa, and North and South
America.

During the pandemic, Tiirkiye has supported 161
countries and 12 international organizations in their
efforts against the pandemic with medical equipment
and aid in kind.

Turkiye, one of the five countries that contribute most
to the NATO operations and missions, is a founding



member of various European institutions including 149

the Council of Europe and Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

Turkiye, as “the country hosting the highest number of
refugees”, has provided protection to nearly 4 million
people since 2015.
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Contact
Details

Directorate of Communications of the
Republic of Tiirkiye

Kizilirmak Mah. Mevlana Bulvari No:144
Cankaya / ANKARA

Phone: +90 312 590 20 00
www.iletisim.gov.tr

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Tiirkiye

Dr. Sadik Ahmet Cad. No:8

Balgat / ANKARA

Phone: +90 312 292 10 00
www.mfa.gov.tr

From the USA and Canada : +1 888 566 7656

From Germany :+49 30 56 8373 099
From Australia :+43 80000 70 90
From the UK 1 +44 203 608 8090
From the Netherlands :+31 10 766 0007
From France :+33 180 146 335
From other countries :+90 312 292 29 29
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